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BEIJING: China has summoned the US
envoy to protest Washington’s sale of
warships to Taiwan, as part of a massive
$1.8 billion arms package, Beijing said
yesterday. Taipei will get an array of mis-
siles, amphibious assault vehicles and
two frigates in the latest deal, which
comes as the United States looks to
shore up its Asian friends and allies in
the face of growing Chinese assertive-
ness.

“China staunchly opposes America’s
sale of arms to Taiwan,” a statement
from the country’s foreign affairs min-
istry said, as US charge d’affaires Kaye
Lee was called in for a dressing down. It
said Beijing would impose sanctions on
any companies involved in the sale, and
warned Washington to cancel the deal
to “avoid causing further damage to
Sino-US relations”. Although it has been
governed separately since the end of a
civil war in 1949, China considers Taiwan
a renegade province awaiting reunifica-
tion.

It regularly lashes out at Washington
and other powers for their dealings with
Taipei, which it labels “interference” in
Chinese domestic affairs.  The US
weapons sale-the first to Taiwan in four
years-comes at an increasingly febrile
time in East Asia, where China’s aggres-
sive position on territorial disputes with
its neighbors has raised anxiety levels in
the US and among allies from Japan to
the Philippines.    

Assert control 
Beijing is building islands with mili-

tary-grade airstrips in the South China
Sea, part of what observers say is an

attempt to assert control over almost
the whole of the body of water. Several
countries-along with Taiwan-also claim
parts of the sea. The US and its allies
have carried out high-profile overflights
of the sea, nearing the artificial islands,
in what they say are routine “freedom of
navigation” exercises in international
waters.

Beijing says they are provocations
and infringements of Chinese sover-
eignty. In their meeting on Wednesday,
Vice Foreign Minister Zheng Zeguang
told Lee the weapons deal “severely
goes against international law and the
basic norms of international relations”,
adding that it “severely harms China’s
sovereignty and security interests”.

“US companies’ involvement in arms
sales with Taiwan constitutes a severe
infringement of China’s sovereignty and
security interests”, foreign ministry
spokesman Hong Lei said during a regu-
lar press briefing, adding that “the
Chinese government and companies
will not conduct cooperation of busi-
ness with those kinds of companies.” 

Washington, which is bound by
domestic laws to supply defence materi-
als to Taiwan, played down the impact
of the agreement. State Department
spokesman John Kirby said the deal was
in keeping with long-held American pol-
icy and would not affect relations with
Beijing. 

“As for our relationship with China,
that remains an important relationship
that we’re going to continue to work at,”
he said. “There’s no other message that
needs to be taken away from this, other
than we take seriously our commitment

to the defense needs of Taiwan.”

‘Self-defense capabilities’ 
Relations between Beijing and Taipei

have warmed under current Taiwanese
President Ma Ying-jeou. China’s leader
Xi Jinping and Ma met for a historic
summit in November, the first leaders’
summit since the 1949 split. That meet-
ing, and the generally pro-Beijing pos-
ture of Ma’s administration, has caused
disquiet in Taiwan, where many people
fear the growing reach of the world’s
second largest economy.

Taipei said the deal was a testament
to its right to self-defense. “The US pays
heed to Taiwan’s need to defend itself
and would like to help Taiwan maintain
sufficient self-defense capabilities,” the
island’s defence ministry statement said
in a statement.

Observers said the Chinese reaction
was predictable bluster from Beijing.
The deal is unlikely to have a significant
impact on Sino-US relations, said Bonnie
Glaser, a senior adviser for Asia at the
Washington-based Center for Strategic
and International Studies.”China threat-
ened to impose sanctions on US
defence companies who were responsi-
ble for the sale the last time the US
announced an arms sale to Taiwan, but
they didn’t follow through”, she said. 

She added that Beijing will likely stop
short of taking steps this time for fear
that Washington might retaliate with its
own sanctions. The deal includes two
Perry-class Frigates, Javelin anti-tank mis-
siles, TOW 2B anti-tank missiles, AAV-7
Amphibious Assault Vehicles and a range
of other military equipment. — AFP 

China summons envoy 
over sale of warships

Part of massive $1.8bn arms package 

New storm approaches
after typhoon kills 20

MANILA: A new storm was threatening to dump heavy rain on the
southern Philippines today, as people in northern farming regions
battled floods from deadly Typhoon Melor, authorities said. A tropical
depression, locally named “Onyok”, was heading for the southern
island of Mindanao as Melor moved further out to the South China
Sea after claiming at least 20 lives, the government weather bureau
reported yesterday. Melor tore in from the Pacific Ocean and hit the
eastern Philippines on Monday, then caused major flooding across
the central and northern regions of the archipelago throughout the
week. Although the typhoon left the Philippines on Wednesday,
floodwaters about a meter deep still covered farming regions about
an hour’s drive north of Manila, the national capital.

Local disaster management officer Angie Blanco said these floods
were expected to rise further as waters from other parts of the main
island of Luzon flowed into the floodplain. “Maybe tonight, it will hit
four to five feet,” Blanco said. “But people are not leaving unless they
are forced to do so. They are used to this situation.”

In the riverside town of Macabebe, about 42 kilometers north of
Manila, men with rolled up trousers and women holding up their
skirts waded through knee-deep waters, carrying sacks of groceries
and bottles of drinking water on their shoulders. “Their houses are
built high so they don’t think they need to evacuate but disaster con-
trol personnel are on standby if the waters rise further,” Blanco said.

On the mainly rural southern island of Mindanao, which will be hit
by Onyok, preparations were underway for the depression which is
forecast to hit today. Although Onyok is only a tropical depression, it
is forecast to bring heavy rain to areas not used to fierce weather. The
Philippines is hit with about 20 major storms a year, many of them
deadly, but they normally strike north of Mindanao. But some of the
storms have in recent years tracked further south, catching residents
unprepared with horrific consequences. — AFP 

This file photo taken on September 4, 2003 shows a Standard surface-to-air missile being launched from
a Perry-class frigate of the Taiwan navy during war games in the waters off Litzechien, northeastern Ilan
county. — AFP 

Singapore PM wins
$106k in damages

from blogger
SINGAPORE: An activist blogger was ordered yesterday to pay
Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong Sg$150,000
($106,000) in damages for accusing him of stealing state funds.
Roy Ngerng, a former government employee, had accused Lee of
criminally misappropriating money from the Central Provident
Fund (CPF), the city-state’s multibillion-dollar pension system,
Judge Lee Seiu Kin ruled at Singapore’s High Court.

“I have found the defendant to have acted out of malice,” he
said in a written ruling. “He had, to put it simply, called the plaintiff
a thief when what he wanted to do was to criticize the CPF policy
of the government headed by the plaintiff.” Singapore has consis-
tently ranked highly in surveys as one of the world’s least corrupt
countries, but rights groups say its leaders have used financially
ruinous defamation suits to silence critics and political opponents.
Singaporean leaders maintain that the lawsuits are necessary to
protect their reputations from unfounded allegations. 

Ngerng, 34, had originally been found guilty in November 2014
in the first such ruling in Singapore over a purely online article. He
had admitted that his May 15, 2014 blog accusing the prime minis-
ter, who is also chairman of state investment fund GIC, of misusing
the CPF was false and without foundation. He offered Sg$5,000 as
compensation to Lee, who rejected the amount. After being sued
by Lee, Ngerng, who has also led public protests over the CPF
issue, was fired from his government hospital job for administra-
tive reasons which he did not contest. — AFP 

MANILA: A Filipino tries to bike along a flooded street
caused by heavy rains from Typhoon Melor. — AP


