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BRUSSELS; European leaders tackled the
migration crisis and Britain’s reform
demands at a summit yesterday, twin chal-
lenges threatening EU unity as one of its
toughest ever years draws to a close. The
leaders of Germany and several other
nations met the Turkish prime minister
before the full summit to discuss a plan to
resettle thousands of Syrian war refugees
directly from camps in Turkey. 

But an EU report due to be presented at
the summit yesterday meanwhile said a
three-billion-euro ($3.2-billion) deal with
Turkey in November had so far had little
effect, with only a “slight reduction” in the
number of migrants crossing to Greece. The
full summit of 28 leaders will also debate a
plan by the European Commission for a
new force that could intervene in countries
without their consent, to stem a record flow
of nearly one million migrants this year.

EU president Donald Tusk said the
“controversial” plan was necessary to shore
up Europe’s borders and protect its pass-
port-free Schengen zone, under threat as
some states reintroduce border controls.
“Europe cannot remain vulnerable when
Schengen states are not able to effectively
protect their borders. If we reject the
Commission’s proposal, we will have to
find another, but I’m afraid, an equally

painful solution,” he said.

‘Unacceptable’ demands 
Meanwhile British Prime Minister David

Cameron faced an uphill battle as he pre-
pared to set out his EU reform demands for
the first time to his counterparts, ahead of a
referendum due by the end of 2017. The
debate promises to be stormy as the other
27 leaders are almost unanimously
opposed to Cameron’s main demand-a
four-year wait before EU migrants working
in Britain can claim welfare benefits.

Tusk warned that some of Cameron’s
demands “seem unacceptable” but hoped
for a solution that would give a “real
chance” of a deal at the next summit in
February to prevent a “Brexit” from the EU.
European Commission President Jean-
Claude Juncker said that he hoped to hear
“other options to the single one proposed”
by Cameron for the benefits ban.

“We want a fair deal with Britain but this
fair deal with Britain has to be a fair deal for
the other 27 too,” Juncker told reporters
ahead of the summit. The debate in Britain
has also been fuelled by concerns over the
migration crisis-the worst of its kind in
Europe since World War II.

The summit wraps up an ‘annus horri-
bilis’ for the EU with overlapping crises-the

Ukraine conflict, Greece’s euro crisis, migra-
tion, the Paris attacks and Britain-that have
threatened the post-war dream of a unified
continent.

In many cases the root problem has
been the same-ideals of monetary and geo-
graphical union without the political foun-
dation. But calls for “more Europe” fly in the
face of an increasingly sceptical European
electorate.

Border sovereignty fears 
Amid rising populism, security fears in

the wake of the Paris terror attacks and con-
cerns about Schengen, a divided EU has
held an unprecedented 12 summits this
year to find solutions. On migration, the lat-
est scheme is a new border and coastguard
force with 1,500 quick-reaction agents and
the “right to intervene” in states that are not
protecting their borders properly-whether
or not that country agrees.

Many states are worried about a loss of
sovereignty to Brussels, including Greece,
the country that has seen by far the biggest
number of migrant arrivals. “You cannot
give national sovereignty to some techni-
cians (technocrats).  These are highly politi-
cal decisions. We say that the state must
give consent,” said Greek European Affairs
Minister Nikos Xydakis.  — AFP 

Migrant crisis, Britain reform
dominate European summit
One of the toughest years in EU history  

Brazilian court
blocks Whatsapp

SAO PAULO: A Brazilian court has ordered cellular service
providers nationwide to block the popular WhatsApp
smartphone application for two days until midnight
Saturday, in a move roundly denounced by parent compa-
ny Facebook. The unprecedented 48-hour blockage served
to implement a Sao Paulo state court order that had
requested WhatsApp cooperate in a criminal investigation.

Authorities say they cannot disclose details of the crimi-
nal investigation because it is an ongoing case. WhatsApp
is causing a headaches to Brazil’s telecoms because it
offers a free alternative to the country’s high cell phone
rates, especially for youths and the poor. The blockage
took effect at midnight (0200 GMT) yesterday but it was
not immediately clear if service providers would follow the
order.

Facebook chief Mark Zuckerberg said “we are working
hard to get this block reversed.” “This is a sad day for
Brazil,” he said, noting the country’s history of support for
an open Internet. “I am stunned that our efforts to protect
people’s data would result in such an extreme decision by
a single judge to punish every person in Brazil who uses
WhatsApp.”

He urged the court to “quickly reverse course” and
asked Brazilians to echo that call. Zuckerberg also recom-
mended that users turn to Facebook Messenger in the
meantime. The court said WhatsApp had been asked sev-
eral times to cooperate in a criminal investigation, but had
repeatedly failed to comply. 

A judge in Piaui state had tried but failed earlier this
year to block the app. Instant messaging service Telegram,
backed by Russian entrepreneur Pavel Durov, said it had
registered some 1.5 million new users in several hours due
to the blockage. “1,500,000 and counting, SMS-Gateways
overloading. Hang on, your codes are coming! We’ve got
all hands on deck to accommodate the crazy load,” it said
on Twitter. — AFP 

THE HAGUE: Dutch police fired warning
shots and arrested 14 demonstrators when
a protest by hundreds of people against
the opening of a refugee centre turned vio-
lent, leaving several injured, officials said
yesterday.

Two policemen were among those hurt
late Wednesday when demonstrators
began throwing stones, bottles and fire-
crackers to protest against a planned cen-
tre for 1,500 migrants in the small Dutch
village of Geldermalsen. District police
chief Lute Nieuwerth said “the atmosphere
badly deteriorated” when a group of
about 70 to 80 people began to attack the

officers called to the scene. Riot police
fired warning shots into the air and
charged the crowds to disperse them. “I’m
totally shocked over such a violent inci-
dent,” Nieuwerth told a press conference
in the village yesterday. Demonstrators
also overturned barriers and tried to storm
the town hall where a meeting was to be
held to discuss the opening of the centre.
The meeting was cancelled and some 300
people were taken to safety away from the
crowds.

Europe is grappling with its biggest
influx of refugees since World War II with
more than 800,000 people having arrived

on its shores, most fleeing conflicts in Syria
and Iraq, and poverty in Africa. The crisis
has polarized opinion in the Netherlands,
which by mid-November had already taken
in a record 54,000 asylum seekers and is
expecting thousands more by the end of
December. Those figures break the last
record set in 1994 at the height of the
Balkans conflict. Local and national debates
over how to handle the migrants have in
past months become increasingly heated,
at times deteriorating into violence.
Geldermalsen mayor Miranda de Vries also
denounced Wednesday’s violence.

“It doesn’t matter what idea or propos-

al is under discussion in the council, we
should be able to debate it with each oth-
er,” she said. “Yesterday’s violence only
leaves us more divided,” she said. “In a
democracy, in our society, we debate with
words.” All of the 14 people detained were
local residents, and the police chief
appealed to onlookers to hand over any
video recordings of the incident so they
can pinpoint the instigators. “There are
some limits we shouldn’t cross,” said
deputy justice minister Klaas Dijkhoff,
quoted by Dutch television yesterday,
although he acknowledged it was a “diffi-
cult” issue.  — AFP 

Dutch refugee centre opening turns violent

RIO DE JANEIRO: A screen shot of the popular
WhatsApp smartphone application is seen after a court
in Brazil ordered cellular service providers nationwide
to block the application for two days. — AFP  

BRUSSELS: Britain’s Prime Minister David Cameron speaks to the media as he arrives at the European Council to take
part in the final European Union (EU) summit of the year. — AFP 


