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KUWAIT: Minister of Education and Minister of Higher Education Dr Bader Al-Essa is pictured while attending to students during his official tour to schools. 

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Education (MoE) is
working hard to fight using modern technology
to cheat in exams, and that there “are many
solutions to eliminate any signs of a cheating,”
Minister of Education and Minister of Higher

Education Dr Bader Al-Essa said yesterday.
Exams are running smoothly, especially after
cancelling some difficult questions from the cur-
riculum, Dr Al-Essa said after his tour in some
schools to check high school’s second term

tests. The Ministry is prepared to face any new
ideas and to cheat and would “tighten the
screws on cheaters,” he warned. The ministry
has a plan for the development of educational
methods from the primary to high school, in

accordance with modern systems, he added.
For her part, Director of Al-Asimah Educational
Area Badriya Al-Khaldi said around 10,956 stu-
dents are performing the mid-term exams in all
Al-Asimah high schools. — KUNA

Ministry of Education tightens screws on cheaters 

Gulf Arab defense

spending drops for

first time in decade 

DUBAI: Low oil prices are eating into defense
spending in the Gulf region, one of the world’s
largest arms markets, with budgets trimmed for
the first time in a decade this year and deeper
cuts expected in 2016, according to a report
published yesterday. 

Overall spending fell to $81.6 billion in 2015
from $86.7 billion last year, London-based global
intelligence firm IHS said, despite Gulf Arab mili-
tary interventions in Yemen and Libya, arms sup-
plies sent to Syrian rebels and air strikes against
Islamic State in Syria.

Military spending dropped in Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar and the United Arab
Emirates, while Oman spent only slightly more,
IHS said in the report. Despite this year’s fall,
spending on arms remains substantially higher
than four years ago when it was ramped up in
the wake of uprisings across the Arab world
which alarmed the region’s conservative rulers.
Gulf Arab states have also built up missile
defences against regional rival Iran.

Those security concerns, along with record oil
revenues, had propelled the Middle East to
become the fastest growing regional weapons
market. Gulf spending surged in 2012, up to
$71.9 billion from $59.1 billion in 2010, accord-
ing to the IHS data. 

This year’s cuts come as part of a broad effort
to rein in state spending as lower oil prices strain
finances in the major oil-exporting countries. Oil
prices trade now around $37 a barrel, down from
a peak of $115 last year.

The resulting budget constraints mean Gulf
states are scaling back ambitions on big-ticket
items like warplanes and missile defense, instead
focusing on more immediate needs like ammu-
nition. Led by the Gulf trend, spending in the
broader Middle East also dropped in 2015, but is
likely to remain largely flat at $170 billion over
the next two years, the report projected. Saudi
Arabia still spends the most on defense in the
region, some $46.3 billion, accounting for more
than half of the Gulf’s military budgets and mak-
ing it the eighth-largest defense spender in the
world, according to IHS. — Reuters

KUWAIT: Cloudy weather with scattered light showers seen along the Arabian Gulf Sea. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Limited expansion of the Sudanese
low pressure, accompanied by clouds, is
expected to prevail in most of the country’s
areas as of today, said Acting Director
General of Kuwait Meteorological Center
Sami Al-Othman. 

He added in a statement to KUNA that
the weather was generally stable over the

past days, due to impact of the European
high pressure, accompanied by relatively
northwesterly winds, expected to drop as of
tonight. He added that tonight’s weather will
be cloudy and cold, with chances of showers
on several areas. Temperature will drop to 7-
10 degrees.  At sea, there will be light waves
of one to two feet in height. Today, the

weather will be cloudy with chances of
showers accompanied by southeasterly
winds. The highest temperature will be in
the range of 18-22 degrees. Tomorrow morn-
ing, it will be sunny with northwesterly
winds, and the highest heat will reach 19-22
degrees. However, it will turn cold at night,
touching the 8-11 degrees’ level. — KUNA

Temperature to vary between 7-22 Celsius  

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Library has
installed an electronic system as part of a
project to upgrade its documentation and
services. The library general director, Kamel
Al-Abduljeli, said in a statement that the
electronic project is aimed at preserving the
national literary and intellectual heritage,
including history and culture books and ref-
erences. With installment of the electronic
network, the library will be a reference for
the national archive, following example of
top libraries worldwide. Contents of valu-
able books have been loaded into the digi-
tal system, he explained. The project also
includes assembling documents, maps,
manuscripts, as well as stamps, old curren-
cies and coins. — KUNA

Kuwait National library turns digital

The process of digitizing Kuwait National Library’s books.


