
L o c a l
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2015

KUWAIT: Kuwait said it will establish a free economic zone
on five islands close to the shorelines of regional heavy-
weights Iraq and Iran with large investments open to the
private sector. The decision was taken by the Gulf state’s
supreme planning council which met late Wednesday, the
state-run KUNA news agency reported. Planning Minister
Hind Al-Sabeeh said the project is based on inviting local,
regional and international private sectors to finance, exe-
cute and operate the zone. She said the zone will be the
economic gateway for the northern Gulf once completed.

The new venture comes amid a sharp fall in oil income
which contributes over 90 percent of Kuwait’s revenues.
Bubiyan, the emirate’s largest island where Kuwait is
already building a multi-billion-dollar container harbor, is
part of the project. 

The first phase of Bubiyan’s state-of-the-art port is due
to come on line soon. The islands spread over an area of

several thousand square kilometers and are in close prox-
imity to Kuwait’s planned Silk City project in Subbiya. Work
is underway on a 25-kilometre (16-mile), $2.6 billion cause-
way linking the capital with Subbiya.

Kuwait has awarded projects worth a record $30 billion
so far this year despite falling oil revenues, according to
Middle East Economic Digest (MEED). 

MEED said Kuwait, which gave contracts worth $24 bil-
lion in 2014, has projects worth more than $251 billion
planned or underway. In February, parliament approved a
five-year development plan that envisages spending the
equivalent of $112 billion. 

Planned projects include a metro system worth $18.5
billion, a railway project as part of the GCC railway link at
$6.6 billion and a $8-billion power plant. Last month,
Kuwait awarded contracts worth $13 billion to foreign
firms to build a 615,000-barrel per day refinery. — AFP 

Events at Gulf heritage festival.

Sabah Al-Ahmad village 
opens its doors officially 
KUWAIT: The Sabah Al-Ahmad village will open its doors officially
tomorrow as part of the Gulf heritage festival - an event which will
begin today and continue on till March 2016. The festival’s organ-
izing committee said the village, named after His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, will start receiv-
ing visitors by today in a festivity to celebrate the Gulf heritage.
Cattle, camel, and horse shows will be held during the course of
the festival in addition to other activities highlighting the culture
of the GCC region. The committee thanked all state bodies and
partners for their participation in the festival. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Al-Ahmadi City is asso-
ciated with the glorious develop-
ment of Kuwait in the modern
era, as it is known in the initial
exploration and expansion of the
petroleum production. The city
forms an important part of
Kuwait’s economy as Burgan oil
field was discovered there dur-
ing the reign of Sheikh Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the tenth
Ruler of Kuwait, who established
the city for the oil  company
employees.  

With the success of oil explo-
ration in Burgan field and export
of the first shipment of oil from
of Al-Ahmadi port in June, 1946,
Al-Ahmadi began to grow and
prosper, and became central in
the petroleum industry while
hosting headquarters for the oil companies. 

Al-Ahmadi’s name was given to the port locat-
ed on the Arabian Gulf, between Fahaheel village
and Al-Shuaiba, and before the completion of the
city, the British expats named it “the Arab village.”
The city sits on a ridge, which rises 400 feet above

sea level, few miles from the
Gulf, and as a result of this loca-
tion, Kuwait Oil Company trans-
ferred its operations to the city
where a network of gathering
lines connects between the stor-
age tanks and the Gulf coast.

With the growing numbers of
the employees in the oil compa-
ny, there was a need to build
proper houses instead of tents,
and that was the starting point
for the emergence of Al-Ahmadi
city. The residents of the city
were a mixture of various Arab
nationalities in addition to
European expats who formed a
large majority which had the
impact on the nature and the
layouts of the city. 

Al-Ahmadi has become over
the years an integrated city in terms of the con-
venience and variety of services and a home of
Kuwait Oil Company (KOC), including sports
clubs and the Petroleum Training Center as well
as many amenities such as Al-Ahmadi Health
Center. — KUNA

Kuwait to establish a free 
economic zone on islands
Govt building a multi-billion-dollar harbor in Bubiyan

Al-Ahmadi City (1963) Residence of Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) personnel

Al-Ahmadi  - the source of evolutions

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah


