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OSAKA: River Plate forward Lucas Alario (2nd R) scores against Sanfrecce Hiroshima during their Club World Cup semi-final football match in Osaka yesterday.  — AFP 

OSAKA: South American champions River Plate overcame
their anxiety to reach the Club World Cup final with a jittery 1-0
win over Sanfrecce Hiroshima yesterday, keeping alive the
dream of a meeting with Barcelona.

River did not really look like scoring until Hiroshima goal-
keeper Takuto Hayashi failed to clear Leonardo Ponzio’s free
kick and Alario headed home the loose ball in the 72nd
minute.

But goalkeeper Marcelo Barovero was the real hero as he
kept the Argentine side in the game with a flurry of first-half
saves. River, backed by 15,000 fans who made the marathon
trip in the hope of seeing their side meet Barcelona in the final,
must now rely on the European champions to avoid a shock
defeat against Asian counterparts Guangzhou Evergrande on
Thursday.

Hiroshima, who qualified for the tournament thanks to a

rule which awards a place to the champions of the host nation,
had knocked out Auckland City from Oceania and African
champions TP Mazembe in a surprise run to the last four.

Although the Club World Cup is given scant regard in
Europe, teams from South America regard it as the pinnacle of
club football. They often struggle to beat supposedly lesser
opponents in the semi-final when the prize of meeting a top
European side is tantalisingly close.

SMALL DETAILS
River coach Marcelo Gallardo’s relief was palpable after the

game. “We needed a lot of patience and intelligence and it was
decided on the small details,” he told reporters. “It was not easy
to carry this huge responsibility but we didn’t allow it to make
us lose our heads.”

“There were 10 minutes in the first half when we lost our

organisation and they could have caused us a lot of damage.”
River, whose supporters outnumbered the home fans by at
least four to one, had plenty of early possession but struggled
to create openings and looked very vulnerable to Hiroshima’s
quick counter attacks led by Brazilian striker Douglas. The
Argentines completely lost their shape midway through the
first half but Baravero, one of several journeymen professionals
in their team, came to the rescue. The 31-year-old, who has
never played for Argentina, did well to block Yusuke
Minagawa’s shot after the Hiroshima forward got clear of the
River defence.

Minagawa, always a threat, failed to connect with a
Douglas pass from another counter attack and then saw an
effort brilliantly turned away by Barovero after getting free of
two defenders.

In between, Barovero also tipped over Yusuke Chajima’s

effort after he cut inside a defender to make space for the shot.
River had their first real chance just after halftime but Rodrigo
Mora skied his shot over from close range. The Argentines did
not really look like scoring until Alario popped up with the win-
ner late in the second half, sending the huge River contingent
in the stadium wild with delight.

Earlier, Dario Benedetto and Martin Zuniga scored first-half
goals as Mexico’s Club America beat TP Mazembe 2-1 to finish
in fifth place at the Club World Cup.

Benedetto put the CONCACAF champions ahead in the
19th minute and Zuniga widened the lead 10 minutes later
when he tapped in a loose ball from close range. Rainford
Kalaba pulled one back for the African champions with two
minutes remaining in the first half. The tournament features
the top clubs from FIFA’s six continental confederations plus
the champion of the host country.  — Agencies

River scrape into Club World final 

PARIS: Suspended European soccer
chief Michel Platini will  not attend
Friday’s FIFA ethics committee hearing in
protest at what he condemns as a politi-
cal process designed to prevent him run-
ning to lead the world governing body,
his lawyers said yesterday.

Platini was provisionally suspended
for 90 days on Oct. 8, alongside outgoing
FIFA president Sepp Blatter, over a suspi-
cious payment from FIFA to Platini, deep-
ening a corruption scandal that has
engulfed soccer’s ruling body.

The ethics panel is set to rule on their
cases, and could impose much longer
bans than the provisional suspensions if
it finds the men guilty of violations.
Blatter is due to appear on Thursday.
Both men have denied any wrongdoing.

Platini’s lawyers objected to com-
ments in French newspaper L’Equipe by
ethics committee spokesman Andreas
Bantel that the former France captain
would be sidelined for “several years”.

“Michel Platini ... has decided not to
attend his hearing at the FIFA ethics
committee on Dec. 18, 2015, as the ver-
dict of this ethics committee has been
announced in the press last weekend by
one of its spokespersons, Mr Andreas
Bantel, in disregard of all fundamental
rights, starting with the presumption of
innocence,” the lawyers said in a state-
ment.

By his decision to boycott the hearing
Platini “intends to show his deepest
indignation towards a process which he

considers as uniquely political and
designed to prevent him from putting
himself forward for the FIFA presidency,”
the lawyers said in their statement.

FIFA said they noted Platini’s decision
but his lawyers were still welcome to
attend the hearing, which would be han-
dled in “an unbiased manner”.

“Mr Platini would miss the opportuni-
ty to present his points of view vis-a-vis
the adjudicatory chamber in person,”
FIFA’s ethics committee said in a state-
ment. “However, his legal representatives
would be fully able to present his case at
the hearing.”

It added: “We would like to clearly
stress that the adjudicatory chamber of
the ethics committee will deal with the
present case in the same way as with any
other procedure independently and in
an unbiased manner.”

Platini,  who has been head of
European soccer’s governing body UEFA
since 2002, had registered as a candidate
to replace Blatter in a vote on Feb. 26. He
had been seen as a frontrunner for the
job before he was suspended as part of
an investigation into the payment of 2
million Swiss francs ($2 million) he
received from FIFA in 2011 for work he
completed between 1998 and 2002.

Last Friday, he failed in an appeal to
the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS)
to have the suspension lifted, meaning
he was unable to attend Saturday’s draw
for the Euro 2016 Championship in
France. — Reuters

Platini to boycott FIFA 
ethics committee hearingMILAN: Serie A title hopefuls Roma were

knocked out of the Italian Cup yesterday as
second division Spezia caused a last 16 upset
to advance to the quarter-finals on penalties.

Fiorentina, second in Serie A right now,
went down 1-0 at home in a later upset to
second-bottom Carpi, for who Antonio Di
Gaudio scored a 76th minute clincher.

At Roma after two periods of extra-time
failed to produce goals, home midfielder
Miralem Pjanic and then striker Edin Dzeko
fired over the crossbar as the Serie B visitors
took a 2-0 lead from the spot.

Italy midfielder Daniele De Rossi then
French left-back Lucas Digne made amends
by slotting their spot-kicks past Leandro
Chichizola in the Spezia goal.

But it was too little too late as the second
division side advanced 4-2 to set up a quarter-
final tie with Lega Pro side Alessandria.

A fortnight after ending Palermo’s interest
in the competition with a shock 3-2 win in
Sicily, Alessandria stopped Genoa’s progress
on Tuesday thanks to a 113th-minute winner
that gave the third division club a 2-1 win
over the Serie A strugglers.

Inter Milan progressed to the quarters on
Tuesday with a 3-0 home win over Cagliari
and will now meet the winner of Napoli v
Verona, played on Wednesday when defend-
ing champions Juventus host city rivals
Torino.

Also yesterday, Fiorentina are in action lat-
er at home to Carpi while today sees Lazio,
last season’s beaten finalists, host Udinese and
AC Milan visit Sampdoria. — AFP

Spezia stun Roma  in Italian Cup

ROME: Roma’s William Vainqueur, left, and Spezia’s Francesco Migliore vie for the ball dur-
ing their Italian Cup soccer match at Rome’s Olympic stadium, yesterday. — AP


