
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s sports minister defended yesterday wicketkeeper Kusal
Perera who was suspended from the ongoing New Zealand tour after failing a
drugs test, hinting at a conspiracy against the cricketer. Dayasiri Jayasekera told
parliament that authorities will send a “B” sample for testing after the International
Cricket Council announced last week that Perera tested positive for a banned
steroid during a random check. “We are doing all we can to
defend him,” the minister said. “We are wondering if this
allegation is a conspiracy to keep him out of next year’s
T20 World Cup.” Defending champions Sri Lanka are
contenders to retake the title when the World T20
takes place from March to April in India next year.
Jayasekera said Sri Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena
had spoken to Perera who was abruptly pulled from the
series in New Zealand involving two Tests, five ODI games
and two T20 matches. Perera is Sri Lanka’s second inter-
national player to fail a doping test.  Left-hander Upul
Tharanga was suspended for three months after testing
positive during the 2011 World Cup. Tharanga blamed a
“herbal remedy” that he had taken for a long-standing
shoulder injury for failing the doping test.  — AFP
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FRANKFURT: The head of German sportswear giant Adidas hinted for
the first time yesterday at the possibility of cutting links with FIFA in
the wake of the corruption allegations dogging the bidding process
for the 2006 World Cup.  “If FIFA succeeds in reforming itself-and in my
view they’re making good progress here-then we will continue,”
Adidas chief executive Herbert Hainer told the business daily
Handelsblatt. Adidas has sponsored FIFA for more than 40 years and
the current contract runs until 2030. But if FIFA fails to get its house in
order, “we will have to think about what the alternatives are,” Hainer
said.  German football has been engulfed by claims that a 6.7 million
euro ($7.2 million) payment to FIFA was used to purchase the votes of
four members of FIFA’s executive committee in 2000 — days before
Germany narrowly won the right to host the 2006 finals. FIFA chief
Sepp Blatter has been suspended by the organisation he has headed
for 17 years, and faces a hearing at the ethics committee over allega-
tions of corruption.  While a number of other major sponsors, such as
Coca-Cola and VISA, have called on Blatter to go, Adidas has so far tak-
en a more conciliatory tone.  Hainer’s comments to the Handelsblatt
are the first time he has hinted at rupturing ties with FIFA.  — AFP
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LONDON: England fly-half George Ford has signed a new four-year contract with
Bath, the English Premiership club announced yesterday. The 22-year-old, capped

17 times by England, joined Bath from Leicester in 2013 and has
to date scored 637 points for the club in 59 appearances.  “It
sounds like a cliche, but it really was an easy decision to stay

here at Bath,” Ford told the Bath website. “It’s a great set-up and
the squad are working so hard to achieve our goals. “There is a

real focus on developing each and every player here and that
is a hugely inspiring environment to be part of. I am really

looking forward to the next two years and playing my
part in an exciting time for the club.” News of Ford’s

new deal comes just three days after he kicked a
match-winning conversion from on the touchline to
earn his side a 25-23 victory over Wasps in the
European Champions Cup. “Bath’s re-emergence as
a competitive force coincided with George’s arrival
at the club,” said Bath coach Toby Booth. “He is the
epitome of a true modern-day professional and

retaining and recruiting quality players like him is
paramount to our further progression. —AFP 
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ST ANDREWS: A file photo United States’ Jordan Spieth plays from the rough on hole 16 during a practice round at the British Open Golf
Championship at the Old Course, St. Andrews, Scotland. — AP

HONG KONG: The Asian Tour announced a
major shake-up of its board of directors yester-
day, hard on the heels of its CEO’s resignation
after deep divisions emerged over a proposed
tie-up with Europe’s golf body.

Former European Tour chief executive Ken
Schofield was among those to lose his seat as
four prominent Asian businessmen were named
as non-playing directors of the region’s main
golf organisation.

In a statement sent to AFP, three player mem-
bers were also removed and Asian Tour chair-
man Kyi Hla Han was named as “interim Tour
Commissioner”.  No reasons were given for the
sweeping changes, which follow fierce debate
over plans to merge the Asian and European
Tours’ business dealings and memberships and
create a mega-tour straddling the two conti-
nents.  Some Asian pros have voiced concerns
that they will lose opportunities to play and
make a living as they are squeezed out of tour-
nament spots by European rivals.

Of the four new non-playing directors, two
are from companies-Yeangder and ICTSI-who
hold title sponsorships for Asian Tour tourna-

ments.  “The quartet are prominent business-
men and industry leaders in their respective
countries, avid golfers and have the desire and
vision to grow the Asian Tour,” said the state-
ment, which did not refer to the merger.

‘Difficult time’ 
Schofield had been on the board since 2011.

Also gone are long-standing director and Hong
Kong-based Canadian businessman Rick
Siemens, who was appointed in 2005, and
Gautam Thapar, founder of India’s Avanthar
Group.  In comes Taiwan’s Emmet Hsu, chairman
of the Yeangder Group-sponsors of the Asian
Tour’s Tournament Players Championship which
carries a prize purse of $500,000.

Joining him is Enrique K. Razon Jr who is
chairman of Philippines container company ICT-
SI-the sponsor of this week’s $300,000
Philippines Open.  The other two new directors
are Jimmy Masrin, president and CEO of
Indonesian chemicals and mining firm PT
Caturkarsa Megatunggal, and Jaturon
Himathongkom, sports marketing director for
Thai brewing giant Singha Corp.  Han’s new

duties as interim commissioner will include
“enhancing the playing opportunities for its
members”, the statement said.  The board shake-
up follows last week’s announcement that Asian
Tour chief executive Mike Kerr, a strong support-
er of the merger, had resigned for undisclosed
reasons. Among the playing directors, only
Chinese veteran Zhang Lianwei survives with
Lam Chih-Bing of Singapore, Australia’s Scott
Barr and Thailand’s Boonchu Ruangkit all out.

Zhang has been joined by senior Indian play-
er and EurAsia Cup captain Jeev Milkha Singh,
with two more playing directors set to be nomi-
nated by the tournament players committee.

Lam, one of the playing directors to leave the
board, said earlier this month that he was in
favour of the merger but was facing opposition
from fellow players. “Since the merger proposal I
have been having a difficult time convincing
players of the merits of the union,” he told
Singapore’s New Paper. “I feel that there are ben-
efits from the merger, but some players still 

feel that it is not a good move. Because of this
my golf has been suffering, so I felt I should step
down and concentrate on my game.” — AFP
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DUBAI: The 17th Xerox Corporate Golf
Challenge has concluded the two-day Grand
Final at the Al Hamra and Tower Links golf cours-
es in Ras Al Khaimah, UAE. 

The event, sponsored by Ras Al Khaimah
Tourism Development Authority for the second
year running, witnessed 80 qualifiers compete in
the final, where the team that scored the most
Stableford points (both days combined) was
declared the 2015 Champion. 

Winners of the annual tournament with a
score of 107 are Nasir Norhalim and Yusri Yousoff
from Saudi Arabia, who as well as taking away
the overall winner’s trophy and Callaway Drivers,
will join the Xerox Emirates team in one of two,
PGAs of Europe sanctioned, On Course Golf Pro
Ams to be played in the UAE early 2016. 

Second prize was claimed by Anand Kapoor
and Akash Kumar from the UAE (score: 105), and
the third place trophy was lifted by Wael Al
Lawati and FadiaEmadi of Kuwait (score: 102).
Other runners-up included Sidney Desouza and
Sergio Desouza from the UAE (98), and
Mohammed Fauzi Adnan and Nasaruddin
Mohammed from Oman (97).

Andrew Horne, General Manager, Xerox
Emirates, said: “The 17th edition of the annual
Xerox Corporate Golf Challenge was a landmark
one, with excellent participation and strong
competition from all the countries where we had
our qualifiers, and the winning teams show this
diversity as well. 

Ras Al Khaimah once again outdid itself as
the host for the Grand Finals, and the emirate is
now firmly established as one of the premiere
golfing destinations. We congratulate all our
winners, players, sponsors, and partners for
another successful edition of the Xerox

Corporate Golf Challenge.”
Haitham Mattar, CEO of Ras Al Khaimah

Tourism Development Authority said: “Hosting
the annual Xerox Corporate Golf Challenge in
Ras Al Khaimah is part of our ongoing commit-
ment to golf tourism in the emirate. The tourna-
ment, for the second year, brought together pro-
fessional golfers from across the region, to play
on our world-class golf courses and experience
the authentic destination.” 

Winners will choose from one of two On
Course Golf Pro Ams to be played early 2016.
The first Pro Am will be played in Abu Dhabi,
25th to 29th April and second On Course Dubai
Pro-Am played April 30th to May 4th (2016).

Sponsors supporting the Xerox Corporate
Golf Challenge this year included Prestige
Wealth Solutions (PWS - the Dubai-based firm of
financial advisors), long-term partner Ecco, RAK
Tourism, and first-time sponsor, Aramex.
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LONDON: Renault tripped themselves up
this year in the rush to improve their trou-
bled Formula One power unit but 2016
should be much better with the added
assistance of Ilmor engineering, operations
director Remi Taffin said yesterday.
Reviewing the French engine manufactur-
er’s season, their last before returning as a
constructor after taking over Lotus, Taffin
said the first test of 2015 had revealed the
extent of the problems.

“We genuinely thought we had done a
good job,” he told the Renault Sport F1
website. “It was the case in certain areas,
but we were caught out in three principal
ways.” Taffin listed them as a significant reli-
ability problem with the pistons, a malfunc-
tioning part inside the power unit electron-
ics and taking last-moment decisions on
development.  Renault’s under-powered
and unreliable engine had been eclipsed in
2014, the first year of the V6 turbo hybrid
units that replaced the old V8s, by domi-
nant Mercedes who won both titles.

“We wanted to make up the gap so bad-
ly that we pulled the rug out from under
own feet,” he said. “But this particular cock-
tail of problems did allow us to learn a lot
and make sure that the same issues will not

reoccur in the future.” Renault provided
engines to Red Bull and Toro Rosso this
year and will again supply two teams in
2016, with Lotus switching from Mercedes
while Red Bull’s unit will carry Tag Heuer
branding. Ilmor, the performance engineer-
ing company with decades of experience in
Formula One and IndyCar, has been drafted
in to assist. “They were able to bring differ-
ent concepts to the table, such as a differ-
ent combustion concept, and now we will
continue with them into 2016,” said Taffin.
“We will continue to develop a lot in-house
but with partners such as Ilmor we have a
greater bandwidth and a richer experience
and expertise.

“We did not see the full extent of the
collaboration in 2015 for various reasons,
but now they are under our control and we
have a clearer direction we should see this
more in 2016 and beyond.”

Taffin said the 2016 unit to be used in
next year’s season-opener in Melbourne in
March would be running on the test dyno
this month and the specification for the
first race had been fixed and seemed reli-
able. “We are in much better shape now
than we were at this point last year,” he
said. — Reuters
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NEW YORK: Jack Nicklaus believes Tiger
Woods will resume his chase of the Golden
Bear’s all-time record of 18 major profes-
sional golf titles but believes he may have
trouble with the emerging young guns.

Nicklaus, in New York to accept the
Muhammad Ali Legacy Award presented to
him by Sports Illustrated magazine on
Tuesday, said he thought Woods should
make sure he is healed from his back woes
before returning to competition.  “I don’t
know how much he’ll return next year. I
don’t know whether his health will allow
him to return next year,” Nicklaus told
Reuters before being given the award for
embodying the ideals of sportsmanship,
leadership and philanthropy.  “I know he’ll
want to, but I think he needs to be patient.

Don’t come back too soon, let him get
healthy.” Woods, who will turn 40 this
month, recently revealed he had under-
gone a second procedure in less than two
months on his lower back and third in 18
months and did not know when he would

be able to return to practice.
“He’s such a great athlete and such a

good competitor. I think he’ll come back,
but don’t hurt yourself. Be patient. He’s got
a lot of good golf left in him,” said Nicklaus.
That said, Nicklaus believes Woods will find
the competition stiff upon his return.

“We’ve got a bunch of young players
that are really good.  They have benefitted
from Tiger’s misfortune,” Nicklaus said of
the likes of Jordan Spieth, Jason Day and
Rory McIlroy.  “Instead of Tiger just domi-
nating the game, they’ve had the ability to
learn how to win without having some-
body dominate over them.

“I firmly believe Tiger will be back and
when he does, he’s going to have a bunch
of guys that are pretty hungry and trying to
win and know how to do it.” Asked if he
thought his record haul of 18 was safe from
Woods, the 75-year-old Nicklaus said: “Who
knows? I don’t know whether it’s safe or
not. If it isn’t, it’s OK. I think Tiger will come
back and he’s got more to win.” — Reuters
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