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With the growing use of modern technology
by various people, especially using social
media networks such as Facebook, Twitter,

Instagram and others, many people are confusing the
meaning of liberty or freedom with that of chaos.
There is definitely a very thin line of difference
between both.  Some people believe that violating
others’ privacy and insulting them is a form of liberty
of speech and is a normal thing to do, while others
view this as chaos, violation and rudeness that ought
to be incriminated by law. 

The concept of freedom and liberty of speech is
the same worldwide, but in some countries that have
political parties and blocs, those parties have been
adopting and customizing liberties and democracy
according to their own needs and interests in various
stages and attitudes. This used to happen before
social media and modern technology breakthroughs,
when it became much easier to ‘surf’ the entire world
nowadays through devices small enough to fit in
one’s pockets. 

We all know that social media played a major role
in toppling many Arab regimes and governments
during the Arab Spring where things ended up tragi-
cally and proved not to be leading any springs at all.
They all resulted in loss, displacement and destruc-
tion, thanks to such modern inventions. 

What matters in this regard is our own country
and people. We have suffered much criticism, injus-
tice, conflicts and insults exchanged between differ-
ent people with the excuse of “democracy, freedom
and freedom of expression”. Well, we cannot blame
all people, especially those who drifted with Twitter
tides and started retweeting various posts and reck-
lessly attacking and criticizing others without any
solid proof. Others even discussed honor and many
people followed them thinking that was part of free-
dom and democracy without realizing that it was
actually a sort of backbiting and defaming others’
reputation that had nothing to do with freedom or
democracy.  

Therefore, I wish people would realize the true
essence of moderate freedom that causes no harm to
others and true democracy and freedom of expres-
sion that allows criticizing people’s positions and pro-
fessional performance without discussing their per-
sonal lives merely for the sake of having more follow-
ers retweet their posts and thus gain more fame. It is
difficult to entirely control such practices, but what is
more important are the people who use such net-
works themselves. They have to consider what to take
and what to ignore. They have to realize the differ-
ence between freedom of expression and chaos! 

— Translated by Kuwait Times 

Liberty and chaos

Al-Anbaa

By Zaben Al-Bathal

Al-Jarida

Despite governmental confirmation that they
will not affect people with limited income,
many citizens are very skeptical about the

taxes everybody is nowadays talking about. Well, a
few people actually know that some people were
already exerting efforts without being noticed or
defended. 

By this I mean successful people in their diverse
areas of work such as the Minister of Information
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh
Salman Al-Humoud, his undersecretary Tareq Al-
Mezram and assistant undersecretary Sheikh Fahd
Al-Mubarak, who used his own money to pay for
broadcast rights of foreign songs produced by an
American company that monopolizes those rights.

The success achieved since Mezram came to
office is noticeable and tangible for everybody.
Nevertheless, some hidden underground ‘fingers’
are trying to vandalize such success. A few days
ago, Kuwait Radio stopped broadcasting for about

a minute. The same happened more than once over
a period of ten days. Well, in media norms and reg-
ulations, this is an unforgiveable disaster and those
responsible for it have to be held accountable. 

For instance, the Russian army is trained to be
deployed all over Russian streets if radio broadcast
stops for 19 seconds because it would possibly
mean a coup is in progress. Therefore, I would like
to draw the information minister’s attention to
such a problem, especially as I know for sure that
he had repeatedly ordered solving technical prob-
lems behind such mishaps. He even offered to per-
sonally pay the expense needed from his own mon-
ey when he was told that the available budget was
not enough, but those offers fell on deaf ears. 

That is why I wish to warn the minister, Mezram
and Sheikh Fahd that ‘some people’ wish to have
you pay for the success you have so far achieved by
plotting some ‘strikes’ against you. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 
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By Saad Al-Motesh

Asane man cannot but reject and condemn the
statements of US presidential candidate Donald
Trump on his intention to ban Muslims from enter-

ing America “should” he be elected president. The sugges-
tion is clumsy and utterly racist, and is very difficult to
implement, because it is not easy to decide who is a
Muslim, as the majority of countries do not mention reli-
gion in travel documents.

What interests us here is not the statement itself, which
received what it deserves in condemnation from nearly all
world countries - rather its content and the reason of mak-
ing it by a personality that is not stupid, and knows what
he says, and his confidence that his stand will find people
who welcome it inside and outside his country from right-
ist and extremists, or from those who suffered from the
fires of our issues and problems.

So, should we give the statement of Trump the impor-
tance it deserves? The man is a billionaire, and his chance
to be nominated by the Republicans is still big, so we
should ask: Why did he say what he said? Is it because he
hates Muslims because they are Muslims, or is it because
and other superpowers’ leaders are fed up with all this
fear, worry and chaos created by some Muslims in general
in all world countries and their security apparatuses at
land and sea border posts and in tens of thousands of air-
ports, to a point where the name of a Muslim became syn-
onymous to terrorism?

Trump’s demand, despite its silliness, must be an alarm
for all Muslim countries. The world has suffered from the
behavior of some of their children, either as a result of bad
education and upbringing, and not only turning a blind
eye to the activities of extreme religious parties in their
countries. But rather in many cases, caring for those par-
ties and even giving them important key government
posts, with the knowledge of those Muslim countries of
what intentions those parties have in wishing to impose
their religious agenda, even if this leads to burning down
the world around them, as the religious text allows them
to do so according to their interpretation.

Look and wonder with me: What did Muslims gain
from the huge and terrifying number of thousands of reli-
gious institutes and schools that worked without supervi-
sion for the past five decades? Nothing. What is the real
role of more than two million clerics working in Muslim
countries in its development and stability?

And on this occasion, the stand of Mark Zuckerberg,
the founder of Facebook, draws attention, though I mis-
takenly said in an earlier column that he donated 99 per-
cent of his shares in Microsoft, and the correct company is
Facebook. He sent a message to hundreds of millions of
Muslims, users of Facebook, following Trump’s statements.
He said that he adds his voice to those who support
Muslims in his society and around the world, following the
Paris attacks and the messages of hatred that came out
earlier in the week. 

He said: “As a Jew, my parents taught me that we must
stand up against attacks on all communities. Even if an
attack isn’t against you today, in time, an attack on free-
dom of anyone will hurt everyone. If you’re a Muslim in
this community, as the leader of Facebook I want you to
know that you are always welcome here and that we will
fight to protect your rights and create a peaceful and safe
environment for you.” Now, are not we in need of follow-
ing this man’s example and learn from him some forgive-
ness, away from all this madness that some of us are insist-
ing to live in. —Translated by Kuwait Times 

Muslims, Trump 
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Two fugitives

arrested
KUWAIT: A female citizen was arrested over two cases
- insulting a public employee and a money-related
case. Police stopped the woman and when they
checked her ID, she was found wanted by the juvenile
police for a KD 1,700 debt. She was sent to concerned
authorities. Meanwhile, Capital (Asima) police arrested
an Egyptian man wanted to serve a 15-year-jail sen-
tence on drugs charges. The suspect fled as soon as he
saw police approaching, so policemen pursued him
until they caught him. He kept on resisting, but was
controlled and placed in the patrol car. He was taken
to the criminal implementation department to serve
his sentence.

Absconder detained

Policemen suspected a woman in Sharq who was
walking in a dark area, so they asked her for her ID.
She said she forgot it at home and gave them a
false name. But her fingerprints revealed her identi-
ty, and she was found to be reported missing by
her family. The girl, in her twenties, was arrested
and transferred to Firdous police station for further
action.

Radio device missing

A police officer lost his wireless radio device at a check-
point in Farwaniya governorate. The first lieutenant told
a police station that he was surprised with the disap-
pearance of his walkie-talkie and expressed fear it may
be used illegally. Detectives are investigating.

Ex-wife accused of theft

A citizen accused his ex-wife of stealing his furniture
from his Sabah Al-Salem house, but she said the furni-
ture is hers and she paid for it. Investigations are
underway.

Grillin
g

Man robs neighbor

Mubarak Al-Kabeer detectives arrested a citizen who
stole a mobile phone, personal items, documents and
cheques from his neighbor’s car. A citizen went to
Mubarak Al-Kabeer police station and told them his car
was broken into, and detectives’ investigations led to his
neighbor’s involvement. The neighbor confessed to
committing the act. —Al-Rai

KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK) sponsored a ceremony to honor Bahraini school gradu-
ates, which was organized recently by the cultural attache in the Kingdom of Bahrain’s Embassy on the
occasion of Bahrain’s national day.

KUWAIT: The Civil  Services Commission (CSC) has
received instructions to terminate all expatriate govern-
ment employees aged 50 and above effective as of March
1, 2016, said well-informed sources, explaining the deci-
sion includes all nationalities. The sources also explained
that the decision includes jobs that can be done by
Kuwaitis listed on long government employment waiting
lists. 

Responding to a question whether the decision
includes expats working in the judiciary, medicine and
education, the sources said that expats would remain in
jobs with special nature as the government had noticed
that the numbers of expat government employees aged
50 and above are much more than the 20,000 citizens with
university, medium and lesser degrees who are on
employment waiting lists. —Al-Anbaa

Expat govt employees over 50 

to be terminated by March 1

Kuwait in 

frontline of

alliance: Minister
KUWAIT: State Minister for Cabinet Affairs and acting
Minister of Electricity and Water Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Abdullah said “Kuwait welcomes the Saudi initiative for
an Islamic military alliance to face terrorism in the region”,
adding that “Kuwait will be among those on the front-
lines of the alliance.” He said following a National
Assembly session Tuesday that “Kuwait welcomes this
major initiative which came from a brotherly country that
is affected by terrorism much more than us.” Sheikh
Mohammad said this initiative is an important move, and
will lead to confrontation of elements “alien to our soci-
eties”. He said efforts in this field will have positive results
with regards to facing terrorism in the region. —Al-Rai

11,000 treated abroad at

cost of KD 230m in 2015

Numbers jumped 500% in four years
KUWAIT: According to unofficial sta-
tistics, the numbers of Kuwaitis sent
for treatment abroad jumped by over
500 percent over the past four years.
Statistics also showed that 11,825 cit-
izens were treated abroad in 2015
alone. In addition, local and interna-
tional economic reports showed that
Kuwait had spent over KD 400 million
on treatment abroad in 2013, when
3,044 citizens were sent abroad to
receive medical treatment at the gov-
ernment’s expense. The report also
said that the number was 2,580 in
2012 and jumped to 5,531 in 2014. 

However, despite lack of accurate
figures about the total cost, well-
informed health sources stressed
that the Ministry of Health (MoH) had

to pay KD 230 million out of its budg-
et for treatment abroad this year
alone.  The sources stressed that
treatment abroad was ‘draining’ the
MoH budget and overburdens the
state budget, especially since many
of cases dispatched for treatment
abroad are not critical enough to
deserve being dispatched. “Some
cases were sent abroad for ‘loss of
appetite’, weak eyesight or spondylo-
sis, which can all be treated easily in
Kuwait,” stressed the sources, noting
that the ministry pays the cost of
sending patients and their compan-
ions abroad for treatment although
several international doctors are vis-
iting Kuwait monthly.

The sources explained that the

process has been affected by inter-
ference by some lawmakers and that
seeing many of them regularly visit
the treatment abroad department
was becoming a regular scene, where
they mediated to send some of their
family members, supporters or con-
stituents abroad for treatment of
simple ailments, while citizens with
more critical cases who actually need
the service remain in Kuwait. 

In addition, the sources explained
that the allowances paid per patient
and companion were usually given to
dispatched ‘patients’ on arrival to
their destinations, which means that
they get the money even before see-
ing doctors or checking into hospi-
tals or medical centers. —Al-Qabas
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Customs department looking
for ‘suspicious vehicles’

KUWAIT: An official source at the customs detectives
said the department provided all its branches at all land
border checkpoints with the numbers of wanted
Kuwaiti and Gulf cars, because their owners are involved
in terrorist or security cases. The source said the number
of wanted cars is around 20. He said customs officers
intensified their search for them at various outposts,
adding there is cooperation and coordination with the
Interior Ministry to tighten control at border outposts
and providing customs with all information about per-
sons who may attempt to get into the country to carry
out operations. —Al-Qabas 

Terror funding

KUWAIT: Sources at the Ministry of Social Affairs
and Labor (MSAL) strongly denied that any of the
terrorists responsible for the Paris attacks had
received funding from donations collected in
Kuwait, and stressed that residents caught collect-
ing funds in violation of Kuwaiti laws would be
immediately deported. The sources highlighted
that all charities in Kuwait were committed to laws
and regulations and that they fully cooperate with
MSAL to have more control over collecting dona-
tions and spending them. “No violations were found
recently,” underlined the sources. —Al-Rai

North Zour’s stages

KUWAIT:  An informed source said the Kuwait
Authority for Partnership Projects plans to merge the
third, fourth and fifth stages of the North Zour power
plant into one and name it the final stage due to their
low production capacity. The source said the partner-
ship authority designated Jan 17 as the final date to
submit financial and technical offers for north Zour
station (second stage), adding that “the technical con-
ditions in this stage are not different from the previ-
ous ones, only in raising the production capacity from
1,500 to 1,800 megawatts (MW) expected to be pro-
duced by the first stage after its completion. The
source said the authority decided to raise the produc-
tion capacity to 1,800 MW in coordination with con-
cerned authorities after noticing the offers of the con-
sortium that competed for the first stage. —Al-Rai 


