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As an educational institution dedicated to the
advancement of youth, the Australian College of
Kuwait (ACK) has been committed to the plan-

ning and development of a nation-wide initiative rais-
ing awareness on the health and environmental
impacts of smoking.

Set as a priority, ACK’s executive management has
put together a core team to ensure the sustainability of
the initiative through the inclusion of its students, aca-
demic and administrative staff.

Now in its second year, the initiative has witnessed
input from its School of Business academic staff and
students. During previous semesters ACK’s Mechanical

Engineering students, guided by their instructors,
designed and constructed models to demonstrate the
effects of smoking on humans and the environment. It
is worth mentioning that the students’ efforts were rec-
ognized and rewarded at the Kuwait National
Petroleum Company’s (KNPC) 8th Annual CEO Awards
ceremony.  This semester, ACK’s School of Business stu-
dents took part in the project and used these models
by organizing school visits to the International
Academy of Kuwait (IAK) and showcasing presentations
to inform Grade 1 students on how smoking can nega-
tively affect them and their loved ones.

Rawa Al-Wadani, a Junior Instructor at the School of

Business, noted that the experience had a strong
impact on the participants.  She commented: “My stu-
dents have been developing their presentations for the
past 10 weeks and were well prepared.  However, when
they actually stood in front of the young 6-year olds,
and they could see that these children were listening to
the message, my students realized how important it
was that they show their personal belief in the smoking
awareness initiative.  I have no doubt this experience
will remain with my students way into their futures.”

ACK’s Advisor to the Chairman, Dr Usameh Jamali,
was also in attendance at the school presentations.
Commenting on the success of the initiative, Dr

Usameh said: “We need to show children from a very
young age what can happen to their bodies if they
smoke. This is one of the most important messages
they should hear for their futures. I believe that our
students will definitely make a difference through this
project.”

Not only is ACK dedicated to raising awareness
externally, the College is also finalizing its internal poli-
cy to establish staff and student smoking zones to con-
tain second hand smoke, best it can. The College is
now working on the next phase of this important ini-
tiative and hopes to engage with more schools and
students in the coming months.

ACK’s smoking awareness initiative goes live

National Bank of Kuwait (NBK)
continues its ‘I Dream to Be’ ini-
tiative, a first-of-a-kind initia-

tive that aims at granting wishes for
children with severe illnesses and spe-
cial needs around Kuwait, giving them
the chance to make their dreams
come true.

Farah Al-Odaili, who is undergoing
treatment at NBK Hospital, had her
own wish to spend a full day with her
friends at Kidzania. Therefore, NBK’s
family organized exclusive shows and
activities in cooperation with Kidzania
to draw a smile on her face. The tour
included a special fashion show
designed for Farah in addition to an
exclusive Winter Carnival Show. Photo
booths were designed for her to strike
poses with her friends in addition to
being the main star for each cus-

tomized activity. They ended up the
day creating their own burgers.

“Farah’s wish is yet another wish
granted through NBK’s initiative “I
dream to be”. We are proud to be a
part of the children’s dreams and
expand our support to them as much
as possible,” said Joanne Al-Abdul
Jaleel, NBK Public Relations Officer.

“I Dream to Be” initiative is a life-
time experience for children not only
with life-threatening conditions but
children with special needs as well,”
she added. “This initiative is a great
way to spread joy and show that
there’s always a positive side to a diffi-
cult situation. We ask children what
they want to be and try to fulfill that
for them.”

NBK gives top priority to children
through its commitment to corporate

social responsibility. NBK works close-
ly with the Kuwait Association for the
Care of Children in Hospitals (KACCH),
Bayt Abdullah for the Care of Children
in Hospice (BACCH) and several other
special needs organizations to maxi-
mize its reach to all the children in
numerous hospitals and schools.

NBK has been at the forefront of
supporting Kuwait’s community
through a range of initiatives towards
education, health, sports and social
responsibilities. The establishment of
NBK’s Children Hospital for Oncology
and Hematology at Al Sabah Medical
Area stands as one of many ongoing
corporate social initiatives towards
health and children. “I Dream to Be”
aims at focusing and supporting NBK’s
efforts towards children and address-
ing their needs as much as possible.

NBK’s ‘I Dream to Be’ initiative grants
Farah’s wish to spend a day at Kidzania

The Direct Aid Society’s Public Relations Director Abdulrahman Al-Shatti received students from the ‘Energy Camp’ club, and gave them a brief about the society’s charitable activities in Africa.

Tolerance, human
rights celebrated

at KNES

To commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the
two international covenants on Human Rights
(International covenant on economic, social and

cultural rights and the International covenant on Civil
and Political Rights) coupled with Tolerance Day,
Kuwait National English School (KNES) Primary
Department celebrated with song and poetry. We wit-
nessed wonderful assemblies presented by KS1 and
KS2 respectively. Songs like, “The waving Flag-song”,
“Can’t we get along”, “Song of Peace” were sung and a
Tolerance Acronym as well as various other poems
were performed. Through the performances pupils
learnt about the importance preserving each other’s
human rights and to be tolerant towards each other.

South African
Embassy closure

On the occasion of
Reconciliation Day,
the South African

Embassy will be closed on
Wednesday, 16 December
2015. The Embassy will
resume its normal work-
ing hours on Thursday, 17
December 2015, from
Sunday to Thursday.
Please note that the work-
ing hours will be from
8:00 to 16:00 and the
Consular Section opera-
tion hours will from 8:30
to 12:30. For Emergency
calls please contact:
94924895.


