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NEW YORK: Veteran NBA referee Bill Kennedy has
told Yahoo Sports he is gay, nearly two weeks after
Sacramento Kings guard Rajon Rondo directed a
gay slur at him during a game. Kennedy said he is
“proud to be an NBA referee and I am proud to be a
gay man,” adding that he chose to come out in
hopes of sending a message “that you must allow
no one to make you feel ashamed of who you are.”

Rondo was suspended one game by the NBA for
directing a derogatory and offensive term toward a
referee in the Kings’ game against Boston in Mexico
on Dec. 3. Rondo apologized Monday and the Kings
said his comments were disrespectful and offensive.

Kennedy is in his 18th season as an NBA official,
having worked more than 1,050 regular-season
games and five in the NBA Finals. “I wholeheartedly

support Bill’s decision to live his life proudly and
openly,” NBA Commissioner Adam Silver said in a
statement. “Throughout his 18-year career with the
league, Bill has excelled as a referee because of his
passion, dedication and courage. Those qualities will
continue to serve him well both as a game official
and as a positive influence for others. While our
league has made great progress, our work continues
to ensure that everyone is treated with respect and
dignity.”Kennedy worked San Antonio’s home game
against Utah on Monday, receiving applause from
fans when he was shown on the videoboard with
the officiating crew and his name was announced.

RONDO CRITICIZED
Spurs coach Gregg Popovich criticized Rondo’s

comments before San Antonio’s 118-81 victory. “It’s
unfortunate,” Popovich said. 

“It’s disgusting, because Billy, he is a great guy.
He’s been a class act on and off the court. And as far
as anyone’s sexual orientation, it’s just nobody’s
business. It just shows ignorance to act in a deroga-
tory way toward anybody in the LGBT community. It
just doesn’t make sense.”

The league took more than a week before
announcing a penalty for Rondo, who will sit out
Sacramento’s game against Houston on Tuesday.
Yahoo reported that Kennedy and another referee
told league investigators that Rondo used profanity
and anti-gay comments.

“Rajon’s comment was disrespectful and offen-
sive, and we wholeheartedly disapprove of any lan-

guage that discriminates or disparages others
based on sexual orientation or anything else,” Kings
general manager Vlade Divac said. “Rajon has apol-
ogized and this is not the sort of behavior we con-
done nor is it representative of the Sacramento
Kings organization.” Owner Vivek Ranadive also
apologized to Kennedy. Rondo wrote on Twitter
that his actions during the game “were out of frus-
tration and emotion, period!”

“They absolutely do not reflect my feelings
toward the LGBT community,” Rondo added. “I did
not mean to offend or disrespect anyone.” The refer-
ees union did not return a request for comment.
Female official Violet Palmer came out in 2014,
announcing that she was marrying her longtime
partner. — AP
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WASHINTON: Blake Griffin poured in 34 points, and
he found Jamal Crawford for a go-ahead three-
pointer with 12.4 seconds left in overtime as the Los
Angeles Clippers outlasted the Detroit Pistons at
The Palace. J.J. Redick supplied 24 points and Chris
Paul chipped in 13 and 12 assists for Los Angeles.
Crawford had 14 points off the bench. Reggie
Jackson led the Pistons with 34 points, 11 rebounds
and seven assists. Andre Drummond added his
league-high 22nd double-double with 20 points
and 15 rebounds.

PACERS 106, RAPTORS 90
After falling into a 21-point, first-quarter hole,

Indiana countered with a 39-4 run on the way to a
roller-coaster victory over Toronto. The Pacers’
charge, which spanned the end of the first quarter
to the start of the second, gave them a 44-30 lead
and the home team never trailed again, beating the
Raptors for the first time in the past six meetings
between the Eastern Conference rivals. Jordan Hill
led the Pacers with 20 points and 13 rebounds, each
a season high. Kyle Lowry and DeMar DeRozan each
had 20 for Toronto.

GRIZZLIES 112, WIZARDS 95
Marc Gasol and Mike Conley posted double-

doubles as Memphis defeated Washington. Gasol
finished with 24 points and 12 rebounds, plus six
assists, and Conley scored 18 points with 11 assists.
Gary Neal paced the Wizards with 24 points. Just
24th in the NBA in field-goal percentage and 29th
in three-point percentage before Monday,
Memphis shot a season-best 56.4 percent from the
floor and hit 10 of 15 from long range.

HEAT 100, HAWKS 88
Miami ended a seven-game losing streak to

Atlanta with a dominant performance on the back-
boards and a big effort from the bench. Chris Bosh
had 24 points and grabbed 10 rebounds during the
Heat’s first win in Atlanta since Feb. 20, 2013. Kent
Bazemore led the Hawks with 28 points. Gerald
Green came off the bench to score 20 points for
Miami. Led by Green, Miami’s reserves outscored
Atlanta’s bench, 31-17. The Heat out-rebounded the
struggling Hawks, 54-37.

BULLS 115, 76ERS 96
Overcoming a five-point halftime deficit,

Chicago rolled to victory over Philadelphia. The
76ers led 56-51 at halftime before the Bulls took
control by outscoring Philadelphia 34-12 in the
third quarter.  

Tony Snell outscored the 76ers 13-12 in the peri-
od and recorded 15 of his 16 points in the second
half. He also had 11 rebounds. Chicago’s Jimmy
Butler scored 19 of his game-high 23 points in the
first half. He shot 8-for-9 from the field prior to the
break.

MAGIC 105, NETS 82
Nikola Vucevic scored 12 of his game-high 18

points in a critical third quarter, and Elfrid Payton
added 17, leading Orlando past Brooklyn. The
Magic broke open a close game with a 31-24 third
quarter, keyed by the perimeter prowess of Vucevic,
who made six of eight shots in the period. Orlando
received 15 points from Tobias Harris, who was
questionable to play right up until game time due
to a lower leg contusion, and from Andrew
Nicholson who added 15 points.  Jarrett Jack
topped the Nets with 15 points.

SPURS 118, JAZZ 81
Kawhi Leonard scored 22 points as San Antonio

smashed Utah.  LaMarcus Aldridge and Tony Parker
had 18 points apiece for the Spurs. No San Antonio
starter played more than 24 minutes as the Spurs
won their third game in a row in blowout fashion.
Derrick Favors led the Jazz with 16 points.

NUGGETS 114, ROCKETS 108
Will Barton scored 23 points and added nine

rebounds, Gary Harris scored a career-high 21
points, and Denver held on to beat Houston. Joffrey
Lauvergne got his second double-double of the
season with 14 points and a career-high 11
rebounds for Denver, which swept the three-game
season series from Houston.  James Harden led the
Rockets with 24 points, and Donatas Motiejunas
scored 19 off the bench.

MAVERICKS 104, SUNS 94
Deron Williams scored 18 in his return, and

Dallas snapped a three-game home losing streak by
holding off Phoenix.  Dirk Nowitzki snapped out of
mini-shooting slump with 14 points on 5-of-10
shooting, and he added seven rebounds for the
Mavericks. Devin Harris scored 12 and tied his
career high with six steals. Phoenix, which had won
three of its previous four games, got 23 points and
seven assists from Eric Bledsoe.

TRAIL BLAZERS 105, PELICANS 101
Damian Lillard scored 21 of his 30 points in the

second half as Portland hung on to bead New
Orleans.  Gerald Henderson came off the bench for
19 points, C.J.  McCollum chipped in 16 points and
Mason Plumlee collected 15 points, 13 rebounds
and six assists for Portland, which had lost three of
its previous four games. 

Anthony Davis poured in 28 points with nine
rebounds for New Orleans, which has lost eight of
its last 10 contests. — Reuters

PITTSBURGH: T.J. Oshie scored twice and
added an assist as the Washington Capitals
spoiled Mike Sullivan’s coaching debut for the
Pittsburgh Penguins in a 4-1 win on Monday
night. Nicklas Backstrom had a goal and two
assists for Washington. John Carlson added his
fifth goal of the season for the Metropolitan
Division leaders. Braden Holtby stopped 44 of
Pittsburgh’s season-high 45 shots. Evgeni Malkin
scored his team-leading 14th goal but the
Penguins failed to keep pace with Washington
in Sullivan’s first game since taking over when
Mike Johnston was fired Saturday. Marc-Andre
Fleury made 30 saves, but captain Sidney Crosby
was held without a point and Pittsburgh’s power
play went 0 for 2.

OILERS 3, BRUINS 2, OT
Andrej Sekera scored 41 seconds into over-

time to lift Edmonton over Boston for its sixth
straight victory. Cam Talbot made 47 saves, and
Jordan Eberle and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins scored
first-period goals for Edmonton. The victory halt-
ed an eight-game losing streak in Boston for the
Oilers, fresh off a 5-0 homestand - their best
since 1987. The Bruins tied it on Brad Marchand’s
goal with 4:38 to play in regulation. Matt
Beleskey also scored for Boston, which has
earned at least one point in each of its last 16
games against the Oilers (13-0-3).

LIGHTNING 2, BLUE JACKETS 1
Brian Boyle scored a short-handed goal in

the third period and Ben Bishop made several

big stops down the stretch, finishing with 25
saves as Tampa Bay beat Columbus. Jonathan
Marchessault also scored for the Lightning, but
star forward Steven Stamkos was held off the
scoreboard for the ninth straight game. Brandon
Dubinsky scored for the Blue Jackets, who have
dropped four in a row. Joonas Korpisalo, a 21-
year-old rookie, was impressive in stopping 27
shots during his first NHL start.

SENATORS 5, KINGS 3
Mike Hoffman had two goals and an assist to

lead Ottawa over Los Angeles. Kyle Turris, Erik
Karlsson and Mika Zibanejad also scored for the
Senators. Craig Anderson made 33 saves in his
15th straight start. Jamie McBain, Tyler Toffoli and
Jake Muzzin scored for Los Angeles. Jonathan
Quick stopped 16 shots. The Senators scored four
goals in the second to build a 4-2 lead.

SABRES 2, RED WINGS 1
Ryan O’Reilly and Johan Larsson scored 61

seconds apart late in the third period, rallying
Buffalo past Detroit. O’Reilly tied it 1-all at 15:46
when his deflected shot beat goalie Petr Mrazek
between the legs.  Larsson scored the go-ahead
goal with 3:13 remaining, his first goal in 30
games since April 6 last season against Carolina.
Brad Richards scored for the Red Wings, who
had earned at least one point in 13 consecutive
games. Buffalo snapped an eight-game winless
streak in Detroit with its first victory there since
Oct. 13, 2006. Chad Johnson made 33 saves for
the Sabres. — AP

Griffin powers Clippers 

to OT win at Detroit

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Toronto 16 10 .615 -       
Boston 14 10 .583 1       
NY Knicks 11 14 .440 4.5   
Brooklyn 7 17 .292 8       
Philadelphia 1 25 .038 15      

Central Division
Cleveland 15 7 .682 -       
Chicago 14 8 .636 1       
Indiana 14 9  .609 1.5   
Detroit 14 12 .538 3       
Milwaukee 10 15 .400 6.5   

Southeast Division
Charlotte 14 9 .609 -       
Miami 14 9 .609 -       
Orlando 13 11 .542 1.5  
Atlanta 14 12 .538 1.5   
Washington 10 13 .435 4       

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 16 8 .667 -       
Utah 10 13 .435 5.5   
Portland 11 15 .423 6       
Denver 10 14 .417 6       
Minnesota 9 14 .391 6.5   

Pacific Division
Golden State 24 1 .960 -       
LA Clippers 15 10 .600 9       
Phoenix 11 15 .423 13.5  
Sacramento 9 15 .375 14.5  
LA Lakers 3  21 .125 20.5  

Southwest Division
San Antonio 21 5  .808 -       
Dallas 14 11 .560 6.5  
Memphis 14 12 .538 7       
Houston 12 13 .480 8.5   
New Orleans 6 18 .250 14      

NBA results/standings

Indiana 106, Toronto 90; Orlando 105, Brooklyn 82; LA Clippers 105, Detroit 103 (OT); Miami 100,
Atlanta 88; Chicago 115, Philadelphia 96; Memphis 112, Washington 95; Dallas 104, Phoenix 94;
San Antonio 118, Utah 81; Denver 114, Houston 108; Portland 105, New Orleans 101.

MICHIGAN: Los Angeles Clippers guard Jamal Crawford shoots the go-ahead three-point
basket during overtime of an NBA basketball game against the Detroit Pistons, Monday,
in Auburn Hills, Mich. The Clippers defeated the Pistons, 105-103. — AP

BOSTON: Edmonton Oilers Andrej Sekera, left, beats Boston Bruins goalie Jonas
Gustavsson for the game-winning goal during an overtime period of an NHL hockey
game in Boston, Monday. The Oilers defeated the Bruins 3-2.  At center is Boston
Bruins center Ryan Spooner. — AP

 Caps spoil Sullivan’s debut as 

Penguins coach with 4-1 win

CAPE TOWN: The South African Rugby Union
(SARU) will attempt to halt their player drain
by making the domestic game more lucrative
with additional revenue from image rights to
be distributed to all professionals.

A number of top Springbok players have
headed to Europe and Japan in recent years
to take advantage of the weak local currency
in South Africa, while there has also been a
targeting of young, emerging talent by clubs
outside of the country.

It has not only diluted the country’s Super
Rugby franchises, but also made key players
unavailable for national team selection due to
their overseas club commitments.

SARU has announced an additional 65 mil-
lion rand ($4.33 million) per annum will be
distributed among locally-based players in a
bid to keep them at home after they secured
image rights for all professionals in the coun-
try. “It has always been a challenge keeping
our players in the country, made ever worse
by the weakness of the rand,” SARU Chief
Executive Jurie Roux said in a statement on
Tuesday. “This new deal that we have struck
with the players’ organisation is one part of
the effort to retain the skills available to the

game. “It has meant a realignment of how we
budget, but we are convinced that it is a wise
investment for the benefit of South African
players and the game in this country.”

SARU has struck a deal with MyPlayers, the
body that acts as the official professional rug-
by players’ organisation in South Africa, to use
the collective images of their contracted play-
ers in marketing material and appearances for
sponsors. It means they have budgeted for 90
million rand per annum to be distributed over
the next five years, up from 25 million rand in
previous seasons.

“The foundation for this deal was laid in
2009 when an agreement was reached to
remunerate the national players for the use of
their collective commercial rights,” said
Eugene Henning, managing director at
MyPlayers. “This new agreement will also be
extended to all professional players in South
Africa while additional provision is made for
the collective interests of the players.

“This is a significant step towards ensuring
that professional players are well looked after in
an environment that is now much more secure,
allowing them to explore options which will
prepare them for life after rugby.” — Reuters

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS 
Dallas 22 6 2 102 79 46   
Chicago 17 10 4 85 75 38   
St. Louis 17 10 4   78 75 38   
Minnesota 15 7 6 73 66 36   
Nashville 15 10 5 80  79 35   
Winnipeg 14 14 2 82  91 30   
Colorado 14 16 1 85 88 29   

Pacific Division
Los Angeles 19 9 2 78  66 40   
Arizona 14 14 2 81 95 30   
Edmonton 14 15 2 85 92 30   
Vancouver 11 12 8 79 86 30   
San Jose 14 14 1 75  78 29   
Calgary 13 14 2 78 103 28   
Anaheim 11 13 5 56 73 27   

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 20 8 3 100 70 43   

Detroit 16 9 6 79 79 38   
Ottawa 16 10 5 97 93 37   
Boston 16 9 4 93 80 36   
Tampa Bay 15 13 3 73 69 33   
Florida 14 12 4 76 74 32   
Buffalo 13 15 3 74 84 29   
Toronto 10 13 5 64  76 25   

Metropolitan Division
Washington 21 6 2 89 63 44   
NY Islanders 18 8 5 89 72 41   
NY Rangers 18 9 4 90 72 40   
New Jersey 15 11 4 74 75 34   
Pittsburgh 15 11 3 68  71 33   
Philadelphia 12 12 6 62  83 30   
Carolina 12 14 4 74  92 28   
Columbus 11 18 3 75 95 25   
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth
one point in the standings and are not
included in the loss column (L).

NHL results/standings
Edmonton 3, Boston 2 (OT); Washington 4, Pittsburgh 1; Tampa Bay 2, Columbus 1.

South Africa to add to player 

purse in bid to retain talent


