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KUWAIT: To share his experience of driving
from the southern tip of South Africa to the
North Cape in Norway in record time, Rainer
Zietlow was invited by one of the tour’s spon-
sors, 3M, to meet and engage with his fans
and supporters in Kuwait. Zietlow spoke about
his tour at a press conference held yesterday
at the Radisson Blu Hotel.   

In Sept 2015, Zietlow and his team drove
his Volkswagen Touareg V6 TDI from Cape
Agulhas in South Africa, the southernmost tip
of Africa, towards the northernmost point of
Europe, Nordkapp in Norway. Driving through
19 countries, including some in the Middle
East, over 18,000 km, the team reached their

destination in record breaking time of 9 days,
4 hours and 8 minutes.

“I am very excited to be in Kuwait today to
meet and engage with my many fans and sup-
porters who inspired me along the way to reg-
ister another world record in this Cape2Cape
annual challenge. 3M is one of our key spon-
sors and I would like to thank them once again
for playing an important role in this success, as
its paint protection solution ensured that the
Volkswagen car endured the rigors of this gru-
eling drive,” said Rainer Zietlow.  

This was a successful season and tour by
Zietlow’s team. “This year I didn’t face any prob-
lems, so I was able to register a world record.
Last year, we had an accident which made our
tour much longer - 21 days. Also the weather

was nice this year as there was no snow or rain.
We were three drivers, two from Germany and
one from the US, and we were driving 24 hours,
only stopping for toilet breaks and passport
checks. One of us was at the wheel every five
hours. So usually two were sleeping and one
driving,” he told Kuwait Times.

World record
Since 2011, Zietlow is driving a Volkswagen

Touareg, and earlier drove other models, but
always Volkswagen. “We had half of our vehi-
cle covered with the new protection layer and
the other half without it, the vehicle shows
scratches on this half. Since 2011, I’m using
this protection on the vehicle,” stressed
Zietlow. 3M has been supplying innovative,

value-added solutions to the automotive
industry for almost 100 years. Hundreds of 3M
products are used in the manufacturing of
vehicles, ranging from consumable products
in assembly plant operations, to those engi-
neered into body, exterior, interior, power
train, and chassis components. Rainer used
3M’s innovative Paint Protection Film on the
Volkswagen Touareg V6 TDI which he drove
during his Cape2Cape challenge.

“We are very excited to host Rainer Zietlow
and his team once again to interact and
engage with his fans and supporters from the
Middle East region,” said AbdulHalim Sayyed,
Marketing Specialist of Automotive
Aftermarket Division and Automotive Division
at 3M Gulf. “At 3M, we provide innovative paint

protection films that are the choice for NASCAR
race teams and car manufacturers and we are
proud that world record holders like Rainer
Zietlow are using our products and solutions
to help them achieve their goals,” he added.

Zietlow and his team drove through 19
countries - South Africa, Zimbabwe, Zambia,
Tanzania, Kenya, Ethiopia, Sudan, Egypt,
Turkey, Bulgaria, Serbia, Hungary, Slovakia,
Czech Republic, Germany, Denmark, Sweden,
Finland and Norway. The team flew the
Volkswagen Touareg V6 TDI from Amman,
Jordan to Adana in Turkey for the short flight
over Syria. With this feat, the Cape2Cape 2.0
team beat their own existing world record of
21 days and 16 hours between Nordkapp and
Cape Agulhas, which was achieved last year. 

Rainer Zietlow Rainer Zietlow with 3M officials. — Photos by Yasser Al Zayyat

Rainer Zietlow shares his driving experience with Kuwait fans

MILAN: Italian golf officials believe hosting
the 2022 Ryder Cup can spark a revolution for
the sport in the country more known for its
love of football. Some of the world’s top
golfers, including Justin Rose, were among the
first to congratulate Rome after the Italian cap-
ital became only the third host from continen-
tal Europe to be chosen to stage the biennial
tournament between Europe and the United
States. Rome successfully beat off rival bids
from Austria, Germany and Spain and the 44th
edition will now be played at the Marco
Simone club, located 17km from the capital
and which boasts a bird’s eye view of Saint
Peter’s Basilica from the 17th tee.

The Ryder Cup committee’s announcement
came the same morning the Italian Olympic
Committee (CONI) unveiled their logo for
Rome’s bid to host the Olympic Games in
2024.

Although hosting the Ryder Cup could give
the Rome 2024 campaign a gentle push, the
legacy the tournament would leave behind is
what most excites the future hosts.

“We are a country of 60 million people and
we have only 100,000 golfers,” Rome’s bid co-
ordinator Marco Durante told AFP on Monday.
“There is massive potential to expand the
game. Hosting the Ryder Cup will be a great

push for our golf movement, and increase
participation in our sport.” In practical terms
that means bringing golf, regarded as an elit-
ist sport in football-mad Italy, to the masses:
not an easy concept when the majority of
clubs are privately-run and often off-limits to
aspiring golfers, especially those on a budget. 

But Durante added: “The development of
the game throughout Italy was an integral
part of our bid and we have plans to expand
existing initiatives to promote the sport.

“We want to improve access for aspiring
players by building driving ranges and intro-
ducing golf into schools. We already have an
agreement with the ministry of education
about including golf in the school pro-
grammes.  “Legacy is of paramount impor-
tance to me. We’ll focus our campaign on
explaining what golf is all about, because
many people are unaware.  “We will empha-
sise its health benefits and the positive effects
of playing a sport in which respect for the
game, and others, is fundamental.”

EXCITING TIMES    
There are exciting times ahead for the

hosts, who are also looking back fondly at
1993 when Costantino Rocca became the first
Italian to play in the tournament at The Belfry

in England. The United States won that edi-
tion, but Rocca was in Europe’s winning teams
of 1995 and 1997 and in the latter famously
beat Tiger Woods 4 and 2 in the final day sin-
gles at Valderrama. 

Since then, brothers Edoardo and
Francesco Molinari have been Italy’s flag-bear-
ers and were involved in the narrow victory at
Celtic Manor in 2010.  Like Rocca, Francesco
overcame the threat of Woods when he won
by a half point in their final singles match to
help Europe to victory in 2012 in the ‘Miracle
of Medinah’.

Francesco Molinari said: “The interest in
golf has been growing the last few years and
we’ve been lucky to be part of that move-
ment.... hosting the Ryder Cup will be a huge
boost for Italian golf.” His brother Edoardo was
quick to thank some of the many profession-
als who had backed Rome’s 2022 campaign.

He posted a Twitter message earlier which
read: “Thanks Justin Rose for your support of
#rydercup2022 in Rome. Looking forward to
seeing you play there!” Italy boasts a number
of top amateurs but come 2022 it could be
time for Matteo Manassero and Renato
Paratore-the latest Italian talents to shine on
the European tour-to follow in Rocca’s foot-
steps. — AFP

Ryder Cup hosts warming 
up for golfing revolution

KUWAIT: Chairperson of Kuwait Airways
Rasha Abdelaziz Al-Roumi received the head
of Kuwait Airways squash team captain Adel
Al-Ghareeb on the occasion of the team
defeating Singapore Airline 5-1 and taking
first place in the world’s airline champion,
hosted lately by Singapore.

A-Ghareeb dedicated airlines world cham-
pionship cup to Rasha Al-Roumi, who
expressed her joy over the achievement of
Kuwait Airways team. Al-Roumi said the
championship brings people closer and
increase competition. 

Al-Roumi congratulated KAC team for their
level in the matches and their ability to win
the cup. Al-Ghareeb gave thanks for the sup-
port of Al-Roumi and her urging players to
present the best of levels and winning the
cup at the final. KAC team is comprised of
Adel Ghareeb, Hussein Safar, Hisham
Ramadhan, Mohammad Al-Ramzi, Abdellatif
Al-Maqsum and Saleh Al-Khudhan.

KAC beat Singapore Airlines to 
clinch squash World Champion Cup

KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-growing
and most developed telecom operator,
announces the winners of draw campaign
to win tickets for Manchester United vs
Chelsea game, held on 13 December in
presence of a representative from the min-
istry of commerce and industry. 

The winners are: Raed Saud Mehawesh,
Adnan Abdulaziz Baqer and Jassim
Mohammad Al-Ali. This campaign will
grant the chance for those winners to
watch the upcoming match between

Manchester United vs Chelsea live from
Old Trafford stadium in Manchester city, on
28 December 2015.

VIVA announced its official sponsorship
of Manchester United Football Club in
2011, being the first in Kuwait to sponsor
this world-renowned football club.

To find out more about VIVA’s new pre-
paid packages, or any of its other competi-
tive promotions, products and packages,
visit one of the 70 VIVA branches, or the
VIVA website at www.viva.com.kw.

VIVA Announces winners for 
Man Utd vs Chelsea game

LONDON: Jaguar will leap back on to
the world motorsport stage next year
with the British luxury car brand
announcing yesterday it was entering
the Formula E electric racing series.

“Electric vehicles will absolutely play
a role in Jaguar Land Rover’s future
product portfolio and Formula E will
give us a unique opportunity to further
our development of electrification
technologies,” said Nick Rogers, JLR’s
Group Engineering Director.

“In the next decade we will see
more changes in the automotive world
than in the last 30,” he added at a news
conference in London’s Shard tower.
“We believe electrification is the
future.” Williams Advanced
Engineering, part of the group that
includes former Formula One world
champions Williams, will be technical
partners to the Indian-owned compa-
ny and much of the team’s work will be
done at their Grove factory.

Williams chief executive Mike
O’Driscoll is a former managing direc-
tor of Jaguar, leading the company
through the sale to Tata Motors in
2008. Jaguar also partnered with
Williams on the development of their
C-X75 plug-in hybrid concept car.

The decision to enter Formula E,
facilitated by the Italian Trulli team
already giving up one of the 10 slots,
will be Jaguar’s biggest motorsport
involvement since the then Ford-

owned brand departed Formula One at
the end of 2004.

Jaguar, who sold their team to Red
Bull, failed to make an impact in the
hugely expensive world of Formula
One but the costs in Formula E are far
lower with restrictions to keep spend-
ing in check.

Rogers said the latest foray, which
will start when Formula E enters its
third season in the latter part of the
year, was “all about the technology
development” rather than simply win-
ning races.

Formula E launched in 2014 and
holds one-day events in city centres
around the world, with this season’s
calendar including Beijing, Moscow,
Berlin, Paris, London and Long Beach in
California.

Leading manufacturers Renault,
Citroen’s DS brand, Audi and India’s
Mahindra are already involved. Rogers
highlighted Jaguar’s history of techni-
cal innovation, from the 1950s Le Mans
winning lightweight cars, and said
Formula E provided a perfect fit in a
carbon conscious world.

“Jaguar is a brand with a rich sport-
ing heritage and the fact that it is
returning to global motorsport with
Formula E is a huge endorsement of
the championship and its ability to
influence the development of electric
cars,” said Formula E chief executive
Alejandro Agag. — Reuters

Jaguar to make 
motorsport return

NEW YORK: The World Olympians Association
(WOA) has called blanket bans on competitors
from doping-tainted nations “unjust” and called
for urgent action to ensure clean athletes are
allowed to participate in major sporting events.

The Russian Athletics Federation (ARAF) was
suspended last month following a report by the
World Anti-Doping Agency’s (WADA) independ-
ent commission that exposed widespread, sys-
tematic state-sponsored doping and related cor-
ruption.

Russian athletes are therefore set to miss the
world indoor athletics championships in the
United States in March and face a race against
time to be cleared to compete in the Olympics in
Rio de Janeiro in August.

The WOA, without mentioning Russia specifi-
cally, released a statement supporting the rights
of clean athletes. “We believe banning clean ath-
letes is unjust and that sport and its many fans

will ultimately pay the price as they will miss the
opportunity to see their clean heroes compete
at the highest level,” WOA President Joel Bouzou
said in a statement on the body’s website
(http://olympians.org/).

“The individual rights of clean athletes should
also be respected as well as their right to train
and to compete in the sport that they love.

“One thing is clear: an urgent solution is
needed for athletes who are seeking to qualify
for and participate in major events allowing
them to train, prepare and compete with cer-
tainty,” the statement said.

The WOA was established by the
International Olympic Committee (IOC) in 1994
to represent those who have competed at
Games. The International Association of Athletics
Federations (IAAF) last Friday published a long
and detailed list of criteria that the Russians
must satisfy before the ban imposed is lifted.

While accepting that athletes, officials and
doctors who cheat should be sanctioned,
Bouzou suggested that athletes from banned
countries that have clean doping records could
undergo “extraordinary testing sessions” to allow
them to compete.

The Frenchman, a four-times Olympian in
modern pentathlon, also said the WOA support-
ed the IOC’s proposal for WADA to run inde-
pendent dope testing on behalf of the sports
federations and National Olympic Committees in
the future.

Overall, however, his main concern was to
ensure that athletes who have never been found
guilty of wrongdoing would not suffer for the
offences of others. “It is not only the rights and
reputations of athletes at stake, but also their
ability to act as role models, inspiring young
people and encouraging the next generation to
take up sport,” he said. — Reuters

Blanket ban on dope-tainted 
nations ‘unjust’: Olympians

KUWAIT: Chairperson of KAC Rasha Abdelaziz Al-Roumi holding the trophy with Kuwait
Airways squash team.


