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The prince told a rare news conference that the
Riyadh-based coalition will tackle “the Islamic world’s
problem with terrorism and will be a partner in the
worldwide fight against this scourge”. Some coalition
members like Nigeria have mixed Muslim-Christian
populations, but all belong to the Jeddah-based
Organization of Islamic Cooperation. They range from
tiny African nations such as Guinea to major regional
powers including Turkey. 

The list does not include Shiite Iran, the archrival of
Sunni Saudi Arabia for influence across the Arab world.
Tehran and Riyadh are ranged on opposite sides in
proxy conflicts in Syria and Yemen. Other Gulf Arab
countries such as Kuwait, Qatar and the United Arab
Emirates are also in the coalition, though notably
absent from the list is Oman, a neighbor of Saudi
Arabia. In recent years, Oman has maintained a neutral
role and has emerged as a mediator in regional con-
flicts, serving as a conduit from the Gulf Arabs to Iran.

US Defense Secretary Ash Carter welcomed the
announcement after arriving at Incirlik airbase in Turkey
yesterday at the start of a regional tour designed to
drum up support for the US-led campaign against
Islamic State. “We look forward to learning more about
what Saudi Arabia has in mind in terms of this coalition,”
he told reporters. “But in general it appears it is very
much in line with something we’ve been urging for
quite some time, which is greater involvement in the
campaign to combat ISIL (Islamic State) by Sunni Arab
countries,” Carter added. A senior defense official said
the US did not know in advance about the plan for the
alliance, and that officials were working to find out the
details. 

Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu told
reporters in Ankara yesterday that his country backed
the alliance’s formation. “Turkey is ready to contribute
by all its means to all gatherings that aim to fight terror-
ism, no matter where or by whom it is organized,” he
said. Sunni Islam’s leading seat of learning, Al-Azhar,
urged all Muslim countries to join the coalition, express-
ing hope that it would defeat the “evils of terrorism”.

The coalition will fight “any terrorist organization that
appears”, Prince Mohammed said when asked if it would
concentrate only on the IS group of Sunni extremists in
Syria and Iraq. Saudi Arabia has repeatedly denounced
international “terrorism” and has itself seen an upsurge
of attacks claimed by IS over the past year, against
minority Shiites and members of the security forces.

A Jordanian government spokesman confirmed that
the Hashemite kingdom is part of the coalition.
Spokesman Mohammed Momani would not comment
specifically on the alliance but said that “Jordan is
always ready and actively participates in any effort to
fight terrorism.” A Lebanese official confirmed to AP that
his nation was also part of the 34-nation coalition. Tiny
Lebanon has seen frequent spillovers from Syria’s civil
war next door, as well as sectarian clashes and militant
attacks. “Lebanon is fighting a daily war against terror-
ism ... Lebanon cannot but be part of the alliance that is
combating terrorism,” said the official. Asked how
Lebanon plans to contribute to the alliance, he said that
“these are details that we haven’t gotten into yet.”

Farea Al-Muslimi, a visiting scholar at the Carnegie
Middle East Centre, called most of the countries “hon-
orary members” in a coalition that “seemed to have
been cooked at the last minute” without clear goals.
Muslimi said the coalition seems like an attempt by
Saudi Arabia to ease some of the international pressure
it has faced on the issue.

The IS threat “is the most fundamental challenge to
Saudi’s raison d’etat and the security of its citizens,” said
Andreas Krieg, a professor at the Department of
Defence Studies at King’s College London. “It is there-
fore not surprising for Saudi to seek greater cooperation
across the board in the fight against militant Islamism,”
said Krieg, who also serves as a consultant to the Qatari
armed forces. The huge human and financial costs of
the kingdom’s military operation in Yemen have
become increasingly difficult for it to bear, he said. “Only
joint military operations are a real option.”

In March, the kingdom formed an Arab coalition to
support the Yemeni government against Iran-backed
Houthi rebels and their allies, who seized much of the
country. Saudi Arabia has also played a prominent role
in efforts to find a political solution to the war in Syria.
Last week, it hosted unprecedented talks between
opposition Syrian political and military factions. Muslimi
and Krieg did not see the new coalition leading to a
more direct Saudi military role in Syria.

Saudi Arabia supports some rebels in Syria, and last
year joined other Gulf states in a US-led coalition
bombing IS in Syria. The UAE said two weeks ago that
it was ready to commit ground troops against jihadists
in Syria, and described Russian air strikes there as
attacks on a “common enemy”. Kremlin spokesman
Dmitri Peskov said Russia awaited more details before
evaluating the Saudi announcement about the new
coalition. — Agencies 
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The authority has already started functioning by tak-
ing up several suspected graft cases and demanding
that top officials and politicians submit their wealth dis-
closures. The Assembly also debated a follow-up report
on the government’s annual development program, as
several MPs strongly criticized the government’s failure
to diversify the economy and raise non-oil revenues in
the face of the sharp decline in oil prices.

MP Jamal Al-Omar warned that if the current policies
and withdrawals from state reserves continue, Kuwait’s
huge assets will vanish within the next three years, and
demanded that the government adopt better economic
policies. According to the International Sovereign
Wealth Funds Institute, Kuwait has fiscal reserves worth
$592 billion. The International Monetary Fund said that if
Kuwait continues with current policies, the reserves are
sufficient for over 20 years.

MP Khalil Abul said that the government has done
almost nothing to boost revenues other than planning
to lift or reduce subsidies. He called on all ministers to
explain their programs of diversifying the sources of
income away from oil. Several MPs criticized the govern-
ment for delaying key development projects, with the

head of the budgets committee MP Adnan Abdulsamad
saying that financial allocations are made for dozens of
projects but they still get delayed.

MP Saleh Ashour said that the private sector should
not be allowed to dominate and control development
programs in the country. He charged that influential
people have a say on government policies and things go
in favor of the private sector at the cost of public sector.
MP Adel Al-Khorafi said that despite the clear delay in
many projects, no official has ever been held to account.

A number of MPs also criticized the government for
failing to deal with the demographic imbalance in the
favor of the foreign population. Ashour said the percent-
age of citizens has dropped sharply instead of increas-
ing. 

Meanwhile, MP Saadoun Hammad said that former
oil minister Ali Al-Omair was moved from the ministry
and appointed as public works minister following a dis-
pute with top oil executives. He asked acting minister of
oil and minister of finance Anas Al-Saleh about why he
has not yet changed the boards of oil companies. He
claimed that some influential people are deliberately
delaying projects to serve their own interests. The
Assembly also decided to bring forward its two sessions
on Dec 29 and 30 to Dec 22 and 23. 

Joint panel to study govt request...

Continued from Page 1

then accused Modi of being “a coward and a psy-
chopath” who could not “handle me politically”. Although
his initial comments sparked an uproar, Kejriwal was
unrepentant when he later addressed reporters. “I have a
message for Mr Modi: ‘You can’t scare me. You have no
idea what I’m made of. I won’t be afraid even until my last
breath’,” he said. “My words may have been harsh but it is
you who have committed the real misdeeds.

“Why don’t you apologize to the country for your mis-
deeds first and then I’ll apologise for my words,” Kejriwal
added, in an apparent reference to Modi’s refusal to apol-
ogise over deadly communal riots in Gujarat when he
was chief minister in 2002. The raid triggered chaos in
parliament where Finance Minister Arun Jaitley said
repeatedly that it “has nothing to do with Mr Arvind
Kejriwal” and ridiculed the suggestion it was politically
motivated. “The search is in relation to a case for an
alleged offence committed in his (Kumar’s) capacity
before he joined the office of Mr Kejriwal,” he told the
upper house of parliament, his voice drowned out by
opponents.

Modi’s right-wing Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
demanded an apology from 47-year-old Kejriwal for his
“unwarranted and shameful” description of the premier,
while the CBI termed his claims “false propaganda”. The
CBI is nominally independent but long suspected of
being under government influence. It was described by

India’s top court in 2013 as a “caged parrot” that spoke “in
its master’s voice”. 

Kejriwal and Modi stood against each other in last
year’s general election in the Varanasi constituency.
Although Kejriwal lost, he then oversaw a dramatic land-
slide victory over the BJP in polls in February for the Delhi
state assembly. The two men have since clashed repeat-
edly, with Kejriwal accusing the federal government of
blocking a series of initiatives, including a new push to
clean up the capital’s polluted skies. Kejriwal, a self-styled
revolutionary, has also been pushing to be given control
of the police force operating in Delhi in line with other
state administrations. His calls have been rebuffed by the
prime minister.

Mohan Guruswamy, head of New Delhi’s Centre for
Policy Alternatives think-tank, said he was not surprised
by the raid given the history of tensions between the two
men. “It is a well-known fact Kejriwal is opposed to
Modi... Kejriwal has opposed his brand of politics, eco-
nomic policy and finds him the only political competitor
in present political system,” Guruswamy told AFP.
Although Kejriwal’s party had a disappointing showing in
the May 2014 parliamentary elections, the victory in
Delhi bolstered its hopes of making major inroads else-
where, especially as the main national opposition
Congress party is in the electoral doldrums. In October
Kejriwal sacked one of his ministers for alleged bribe-tak-
ing, months after his law minister resigned following his
arrest for acquiring a fake law degree. — AFP 
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A mural is seen with a slum in the background on the bank of the Rio Negro (Black River) in Manaus in Amazonas state in Brazil on Dec 11, 2015.— AFP 

LOS ANGELES: Los Angeles shut down the United
States’ second-largest public school system yesterday
after officials received a threatening email mentioning
backpacks and packages, two weeks after a married
couple inspired by Islamic State killed 14 people in San
Bernardino just 100 km away. The unprecedented move
left some 643,000 students of the Los Angeles Unified
School District and their families scrambling to make
alternate arrangements and drew criticism as officials in
New York said they received the same threat and
deemed it not to be credible.

A law enforcement source told Reuters that Los
Angeles authorities ordered the closure to allow a full
search of about 900 public school facilities without con-
sulting with the Federal Bureau of Investigation, which
takes the lead on any potential terrorism investigation.
But the city’s mayor, Eric Garcetti, denied that assertion,
saying that officials had contacted federal law enforce-
ment officials. Los Angeles Police Chief Charlie Beck said
at a news conference that he was contacted late
Monday night about a “very specific threat” delivered by
email to school board members. Some other public
schools in the city remained open as did private
schools.

The Los Angeles school district regularly receives
threats, but this one stood out for its scale, schools
Superintendent Ramon Cortines said. “This is a rare

threat ... It was not to one school, two schools or three
schools, it was many schools,” Cortines told reporters. A
US official said investigators were looking for a possible
bomb or bombs in connection with the Los Angeles
closure. The threat came via an email sent to a school
board member and mentioned backpacks and other
packages, Cortines said.

New York City Police Commissioner William Bratton
said that city’s school system, the largest in the United
States, had received “almost exactly the same” threat yes-
terday but deemed it non-credible. “LA is a huge school
system,” said Bratton, who had served as police chief in
Los Angeles. “To disrupt the daily schedules of half a mil-
lion school children, their parents, daycare, buses based
on an anonymous email, without consultation, if in fact,
consultation did not occur with law enforcement
authorities, I think it was a significant over reaction.”

Los Angeles Mayor Garcetti defended the closure. “It
is very easy for people to jump to conclusions and I have
been around long enough to know that usually what
people think in the first few hours is not what plays out
in later hours,” Garcetti told a press conference. “But deci-
sions have to be made in a matter of minutes.”

Police Chief Beck said it was “irresponsible” to criticize
the decision to close the schools in the aftermath of the
Dec 2 attack on a regional center in San Bernardino,
California, east of Los Angeles. The attack and other

mass shootings have pushed the issues of militant
Islamism and gun violence to the forefront of the US
presidential campaign.

‘You Hope it’s a Hoax’
Students already at school were sent home, officials

said, and families scrambled to come up with plans after
the last-minute closures. “It’s disappointing,” said Trinity
Williams, a high school student who dropped off her
younger sister at elementary school, only to find it was
closed. The two traveled on to Williams’ high school
before they realized the whole system was shut down. “I
was supposed to give an essay in class today, and finals
are Friday,” Williams said. “I can’t afford to miss a day.”

Lee Stein, a parent with a daughter in fifth grade at
Ivanhoe Elementary School, said he heard about the clo-
sure via a news alert to his phone, which he confirmed
by calling the principal. “It’s very concerning, especially
in light of recent events,” Stein said. “You hope it’s a hoax.

It’s unfortunate that someone is preying upon people’s
fears.” Other parents used social media to vent frustra-
tion at having learned about the closures from the news
media, rather than directly from the schools. Ronna
Bronstein, who has two sons in the fifth and eighth
grades, said she was trying to find out more about the
threat while shielding her younger child from the news.
“I don’t want him to be frightened to go back to school
tomorrow,” she said.

School officials said that on Sept 11, 2001, when
many people returned home early from work after the
attacks on the East Coast, Los Angeles schools remained
open. The United States has suffered repeated deadly
attacks in schools in recent years, typically carried out by
gunmen. The deadliest one in the past decade occurred
at Virginia Tech, where a shooter killed 32 people. In the
second deadliest, a lone gunman shot dead 20 young
children and six educators at Sandy Hook Elementary
School in Newtown, Connecticut, in 2012. — Reuters 
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