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BRUSSELS: The European Union will
nearly treble its spending on frontier
defense provided by a new European
Border and Coast Guard under proposals
unveiled yesterday to tackle a migration
crisis that threatens Europe’s security and
passport-free travel area. If approved by
governments, the new body will replace
the EU’s Frontex agency and have
expanded powers, including keeping a
1,500-strong rapid reaction force on
standby. It will have funding worth 322
million euros ($354 million) by 2020, up
from the 114 million euros originally
budgeted for this year.

With Greece and Italy struggling to
control hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple, including Syrian refugees, the bloc’s
executive the European Commission
proposes taking the power to deploy EU
forces without the consent of the mem-
ber state concerned-an idea that has
already hit resistance in national capitals
and which many see as impractical.
However, frustration among northern
powers, including France and Germany,
at failures by Greece and Italy to docu-
ment and screen masses of people arriv-
ing by boat from Turkey and Africa has
driven demands for more central
European control of the external fron-
tiers of Europe’s borderless Schengen

zone.
Concern that the Islamic State attack

on Paris last month was also carried out
in part by militants who had travelled
along the migration route from Syria via
Turkey and Greece has also increased
pressure for tighter checks on the fron-
tiers. The Commission proposal says the
EU agency overseeing the frontiers
should be able to “intervene immediately
in crisis situations” and deploy border
guards from the standby pool drawn
from other national border guard forces.
However, EU officials stressed that
national governments would be able to
block that if a majority of them were
against. “We don’t replace member
states’ responsibilities and definitely not
their sovereignty,” Migration
Commissioner Dimitris Avramopoulos
told the European Parliament.

‘More Europe’
“What we are creating today is more

Europe,” Avramopoulos said in state-
ment. “To manage our external borders,
to step up returns of irregular migrants,
to allow our asylum system to function
properly for this in need and to strength-
en checks at the external borders.” The
budget of Frontex has already been
increased three times this year to stand

at 143 million euros for 2015. That will
increase to 238 million euros for next
year.

The current staffing of Frontex, which
serves to coordinate national border
agencies, is around 400. That will more
than double to 1,000 by 2020, including
field operatives. In addition, member
states will have to put at least a total of
1,500 personnel on standby for deploy-
ment within days. The new body will also
have a dedicated Returns Office with the
task of stepping up deportations of
those who fail to qualify for asylum.
Yesterday’s proposals may be discussed
by EU leaders when they meet in
Brussels on Thursday and Friday for a
summit, although the short time for
preparation means such talks will be
brief.  The migration crisis has drive a
wedge among member states that many
fear threatens the overall unity of the 28-
nation bloc.

Among other proposals presented
yesterday, the latest of several packages
of measures this year to contain migra-
tion, the Commission proposed legisla-
tion to increase systematic security and
identity checks at the Schengen fron-
tiers, including of EU citizens who typi-
cally pass with limited scrutiny at pres-
ent. Many of those who have carried out

Islamist attacks in Europe in the past two
years have been EU citizens who have
fought in Syria and then returned to their
home countries, notably to France and
Belgium. The Commission said an esti-

mated 5,000 EU citizens have joined mili-
tant groups. An unprecedented 1.5 mil-
lion people crossed into the EU irregular-
ly between January and November
2015.—Reuters

EU plans new border guard to stem migration
Budget for EU frontier defense to treble in five years

ATHENS: Migrants sit below a banner outside a former Olympic indoor stadium in
Faliro, southern Athens yesterday. Hundreds of people have been temporary
housed in the stadium after being removed last week from Greece’s northern
border with Macedonia, which only allows Syrians, Afghans and Iraqis through
on their trek to wealthier European countries - rejecting others as economic
migrants who do not merit refugee protection.  —AP 

EU talks hit trouble
Cold shoulder for Cameron

LONDON: David Cameron heads to an EU summit
in Brussels tomorrow hoping to breathe new life
into Britain’s bid to recast its ties with the union,
which have hit a snag over his plan to cut benefits
for migrants. With a referendum on leaving the EU
due by 2017, Cameron’s plan to curb benefits for
EU migrants for the first four years they are in
Britain faces stiff resistance from other leaders,
who see it as discriminatory. “Cameron’s hardest
battle is certain to be on welfare reform,” said
Agata Gostynska-Jakubowska of the Centre for
European Reform (CER) think-tank. “He has made
a fetish of in-work benefits in his negotiations,”
she said, noting that an overwhelming majority of
EU members opposed his proposals.

The measure affects a small proportion of
Britain’s total social welfare bill but is one of the
four main pillars of the prime minister’s strategy
to renegotiate Britain’s membership of the EU and
then campaign to stay in the bloc. Early hopes
that an overall deal for Britain to take to voters
could come at this week’s summit after Cameron
outlined his wish list in a letter to EU president
Donald Tusk last month have been dashed. The
pair are now aiming for a February agreement
instead. But the tricky question is how to secure it,
given the scale of opposition to Cameron’s bene-
fits proposal. Members of Cameron’s centre-right
Conservative party, which has a strong eurosceptic
strand, have been voicing their concerns in public.
London Mayor Boris Johnson wrote in Monday’s
Daily Telegraph that Cameron’s “modest” proposal
had been given “the bum’s rush” in Brussels-an
expression referring to an abrupt rejection.
Johnson, seen as a possible successor to Cameron,
added that the EU needed to recognize that
Britain was a “special case” due to the number of
migrants it attracts.

Owen Paterson, a eurosceptic former minister,
told Sky News Sunday that Britain had been
promised “a total change” in its relationship with
the EU. “What actually is happening, he (Cameron)
is like someone in a little dinghy, bumping along,
being towed along by the enormous great
Channel ferry,” Paterson added. Ahead of tomor-
row night’s summit dinner, where the renegotia-
tion is expected to be the main topic of conversa-
tion, two polls were published in Britain showing
the “leave” and “stay” sides on a knife-edge.

‘Creative proposals’  
While British officials deny reports they have

dropped the four-year benefit restriction propos-
al, it is clear that Cameron’s shuttle diplomacy
with European leaders in recent days has been
complicated. In Poland-one of the EU countries
with the biggest migrant populations in Britain-
officials said during a visit by Cameron last week
that they were waiting for “creative proposals”
from London on how to address the issue.
Cameron’s Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond
has indicated that such alternative proposals
should come from other member states. Possible
solutions to the impasse could include an emer-
gency brake on migration into Britain, according
to EU diplomatic sources.

This would allow Britain to limit migration
from the other 27 EU countries if its public servic-
es are overwhelmed or its welfare system is being
abused, the sources said. Some analysts suggest
another alternative could be to withdraw bene-
fits from young Britons as well as EU migrants.
The cost of EU migrants claiming benefits  n
Britain has been hard to assess because the
British benefit system does not systematically
record the nationality of claimants. But several
studies have found that EU migrants paid more in
taxes in Britain than they received in benefits
over the last decade. EU migrants accounted for
2.5 percent of benefit claimants processed by
Britain’s Department for Work and Pensions,
according to official figures released in 2014. 

Even if Cameron succeeds in agreeing reforms,
a group of MPs warned there was “no certainty”
any would be implemented as they might require
EU treaty changes, a lengthy and uncertain
process. How the disagreement is resolved could
be key to the referendum’s outcome. “Attitudes to
immigration are a strong predictor of likely sup-
port for leaving the EU,” a paper from foreign
affairs  think-tank Chatham House said this
month. “The more salient this issue becomes or
the more it concerns voters, the more likely it is
that the number of ‘outers’ will rise.”— AFP 

LONDON: Britain’s Prime Minister David Cameron takes a drink as he speaks to members of the
social services team at Twickenham Civic Centre in London. — AP 

CAPE TOWN: Lieutenant Commander Zimasa Mabela (right), talks to a junior officer
on the deck of the South African Navy mine-counter-measure vessel, the Umhloti,
which she commands. — AFP 

South Africa’s first black woman 
naval commander calls the shots
CAPE TOWN: Zimasa Mabela grew up
under apartheid in a South African village
just two hours drive from the ocean, but
she was 18 by the time she first saw the
sea. Now, aged 38, she is the first black
African woman to command a South
African naval vessel.  Lieutenant
Commander Mabela’s first visit to the
beach coincided with the end of white rule
in 1994 - and she caught the historic wave
of change that followed.  

“I wasn’t terrified of the water,” she said,
gazing out from the bridge of her sleek
minehunter, the SAS Umhloti. “In my village
there was a swimming pool at the church
where us kids could swim.” But Mabela’s
desire for a life at sea came later, when she
was at university studying for a Bachelor of
Science degree in education. She attended
a presentation by the navy and was capti-
vated by the slogan: “Join the navy and see
the world.” “I thought, where else would I
get the opportunity to see the world?”

She signed up in 1999 at the age of 22
as a radio operator, and the navy has so far
lived up to its promise-she has travelled to
places as diverse as India, Uruguay, St
Helena island and Canada. Now, the ship
she took command of in August is berthed
in Cape Town’s historic Simon’s Town har-
bor, first established by the Dutch and tak-
en over by Britain’s Royal Navy more than
two centuries ago. The harbor, curled under
the mountains of Cape Town’s Southern
Peninsular, is now South Africa’s main naval
base. Men make up the bulk of the ship’s
crew of 54, but Mabela, in an officer’s uni-
form of crisp white shirt and black slacks,
says her gender has not been a problem.

More ambitions ahead 
“They have accepted me very well. If I

give an order, it is an order,” she says with a
warm smile-and a glint of steel in her eyes.
“I’d like to encourage other women to be
brave enough and not think that this is a
man’s world. You can achieve anything you
want to achieve.” Mabela is a mother of two
daughters, aged six and four, but she says
juggling work and motherhood is not a
problem. “I manage to balance my family
life and job because I have a strong support
system from my mother and my husband-
who is also in the navy, so he understands.  

“When I’m at work or at sea, I’m comfort-
able knowing they are looking after the
kids well.” At the same time, when she gets
home, the naval commander takes on
many of the tasks of a wife and mother.
“Over the weekend I have time to catch up
on cleaning the house, doing the laundry
and all those things. “And during the week
when I get home from work, I still cook
supper for everyone so it is quite hectic.”

On board ship, with South Africa at
peace and no mines to hunt, the focus is on
training, search and rescue operations and
“whatever requirements we can carry out”.
But the girl who grew up living “a normal
village life”, looked after by her grandpar-
ents while her mother worked away from
home as a nurse, is not resting on her lau-
rels. On her ambitions for the future, she
says: “I have quite a lot, because there is so
much to do in this organization. “I’d like to
be involved in training, and if I get an
opportunity to command a bigger ship
that would be a plus for me.”—AFP 

KARLSRUHE: German Chancellor Angela
Merkel won a respite on the refugee question
with a strong show of unity at a party con-
gress but must deliver results ahead of key
elections next year, analysts said. Merkel
turned in a decisive per formance at the
Christian Democrats’ gathering in the south-
western city of Karlsruhe on Monday, uniting
delegates behind a centrist line of humanitari-
an commitment coupled with a promise to
reduce refugee numbers. Commentators said
that predictions of Merkel’s political demise
after 10 years in office, rampant just weeks
ago, would now go quiet, at least for a time. 

“There was a lot of criticism in the run-up
to the event but with a clever, feisty appear-
ance, Merkel managed to suddenly make this
criticism look quite petty,” news website
Spiegel Online said. “The twilight of Merkel
has been called off for now.” The top-selling
Bild called it her “strongest hour”. Christian
Haardt, a member of the legislature in North
Rhine-Westphalia, Germany’s most populous
state, said Merkel’s “inspiring” address would
give the CDU momentum ahead of three
important state elections in March. “Merkel’s
speech sent the right message of unity and
confidence to the party and the rest of the
country,” he said. “But of course party mem-
bers are more loyal than voters-they are still
anxious and will need to be convinced.”

Barbara Klepsch, social affair minister in
Saxony, home to the anti-Muslim movement
Pegida and the state with the highest number
of attacks against refugee shelters, admitted
local politicians now had their work cut out for
them. “We’re facing a situation in villages and
towns that we haven’t seen since World War II,”
she said. “Our job is now to take this optimistic
message that Merkel sent out back to the
places where the fears are the biggest.” After
weeks of damaging infighting over an expect-
ed one million new arrivals in 2015, Merkel
successfully blocked right-wing rebels from
having the party adopt a call for a firm cap on
refugees. Instead, she won overwhelming
backing for a position paper calling for “a tan-
gible reduction” of asylum seekers. “We will
live up to our humanitarian responsibility,” she
vowed.

‘A breather, nothing more’   
The party rewarded her carefully wrought

compromise with a lengthy standing ovation
and an implicit pledge to honor her call for
“patience” for new German policies to take
effect and to fight for more EU support for a
more equitable distribution of asylum seekers.
Paul Ziemiak, head of the party’s youth wing,
which spearheaded the call for an upper limit
on refugees, said his supporters had achieved
a key symbolic victory. “We got the message
we wanted from the party congress that
another refugee onslaught like we’ve seen this
year would overwhelm the state and our soci-
ety in the long-run,” he said. In one electoral
district of North Rhine-Westphalia, he noted,
“we are taking in three times as many refugees
as all of Poland”.

Merkel’s promise to staunch the flow of
refugees was built on medium-to-long term
goals, such as tackling the root causes of the
mass exodus of people from crisis zones,
increased European solidarity in sharing the
refugee burden, and greater cooperation with
Turkey, the main launchpad for migrant cross-
ings to Europe. Spiegel noted that such goals
would take months if not years to realize. “But
the placated critics at the party congress won’t
give her that much time,” it said. “Karlsruhe
gave Merkel a breather, nothing more.”

The daily Sueddeutsche Zeitung said
Merkel had relied on her time-tested strategy
of co-opting her critics’ arguments and thus
occupying, even defining, the middle ground
in German politics. Yet despite the over-
whelming show of support for Merkel, some
critics said the party had failed to calm the
fears of the CDU base. “The position paper
goes in the right direction but further steps
are needed,” the head of the party’s business
wing, Carsten Linnemann, said. And party
deputy leader Julia Kloeckner, a rising star in
the party and the CDU’s candidate for state
premier in a Rhineland-Palatinate next March,
said the platform should have focused more
on how to integrate mainly Muslim newcom-
ers into German society. “Integration shouldn’t
be left to chance,” she warned. — AFP 

Merkel buys time with party 
compromise on the refugees

Pakistan executes eight 
MULTAN: Pakistan hanged eight more
convicted murderers yesterday, a day
ahead of the one-year anniversary of an
extremist attack that prompted authorities
to lift a six-year moratorium on the death
penalty. Pakistan reinstated executions last
year as part of a crackdown on extremism
after Taliban attackers gunned down more
than 150 people, most of them children, at
an army-run school in the restive north-
west on December 16, 2014. The latest
executions took place in various locations
in Punjab province. “Two convicts on death
row were hanged in Multan, two each in
Bahawalpur and Gujrat and one each in
Attock and Dera Ghazi Khan,” Chaudhry
Arshad Saeed, an adviser to Punjab’s chief

minister for prison affairs said.
Hangings were initially reinstated only

for those convicted of terrorism, but in
March they were extended to all capital
offences. No official figures on the number
of executions carried out since the morato-
rium was l ifted are available.  Rights
activists recently put the number at
around 300. Supporters argue that execu-
tions are the only effective way to deal
with the scourge of militancy in the coun-
try. But critics say the legal system is
unjust, with rampant police torture and
poor representation for victims during
unfair trials, while the majority of those
who are hanged are not convicted of terror
charges.— AFP 


