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KUWAIT: Leaders Group for
Consulting and Development, the
representative of the World Tourism
Organization in Kuwait, issued its
monthly report on recent develop-
ments in the tourism sector in Kuwait. 

Leaders Group General Manager,
Nabila Al-Anjari, said: “Factors affect-
ing the drop in oil prices and the

impact on budget surplus as well as
income overall are an indicator today
that Kuwait should look to generate
income from other sectors to cover
losses to its budget.”

The report said that even though
oil prices dropped, Kuwait has securi-

ty and social stability and maintains a
strong financial center, one of the
strongest in the Gulf. This alone is an
incentive to focus on the develop-
ment of the tourism sector, which is
one of the fastest growing sectors and
would allow covering income lost
from oil. The International Monetary
Fund had said in a report that the

drop in oil prices has made it neces-
sary for Kuwait to diversify its econo-
my and create jobs away from the
dependence on oil and foreign work-
force. 

The report added that Kuwait’s sta-
bility will allow it to become a tourist
destination instead of other areas in

the region facing turmoil. This was the
case of Dubai which saw a boom in
tourism despite of regional crises. 

Tourism performance
Leaders Group’s report called to

increase efforts in the development of
the tourism industry. Kuwait’s tourism
falls last among Gulf countries in

terms of infrastructure, number of
tourists and income generated from
tourism, despite a government large
expenditure exceeding $11 billion. 

In comparison, Kuwait ’s gross
domestic product (GDP) is second in
the GCC after Qatar, reaching $173 bil-
lion annually, the equivalent of

$43,250 per capita, while the UAE has
a GDP per capita of only $42,940. With
that said, Kuwait’s tourism sector per-
formance is moderate compared to
the UAE’s tourism sector. Reasons
behind the slow performance in
Kuwait have become well known. 

Income generated from tourism in
the GCC in 2013 clears the picture
even more. Kuwait trails last in the list
with one $369 million generated, fol-
lowed by Bahrain with $1.17 billion,
then Oman with $1.36 billion, Qatar
with $4.6 billion, Saudi with $8.24 bil-
lion and the UAE at the top with
$13.97. 

Development plan 
The report showed that tourism

would play a significant role in the
development plan of 2015-2020, par-
ticularly thanks to the current agree-
ment between the parliament and
government, and the ambitious plans
to diversify the economy away from
the dependence on oil. 

The report also added that there
are many factors that would support
the local tourism sector and attracted
Gulf tourists. An example is the high
spending power of the Gulf tourist in
comparison to the global average. This
is an opportunity for Kuwait seeing
unstable conditions in other parts of
the tourism world such as Paris and
Tunis, and the assumptions that these
would spread to other cities in Europe
and the US. In addition, Kuwait is one
of the richest oil-producing countries,

capable of enhancing its infrastructure
and establishing a tourism hub worthy
of world standards.

In conclusion, the report said that
while Kuwait spends $11 billion on
tourism, there is lack of sufficient gov-
erning bodies to manage touristic
development. Spending therefore
does not translate into income such as

its Gulf counterparts. The need for
transparency, openness and loosen-
ing regulations will  attract more
tourists, accompanied by a marketing
campaign. Without these steps,
Kuwait would miss on an opportunity
to make tourism an income-generat-
ing sector in light of the drop in oil
prices. 

Anjari: Hasn’t the time come to focus on
tourism as a source of income for Kuwait?

Continued drop in oil prices and decrease of surplus

Nabila Al-Anjari

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Education will form a
committee to investigate non-accredited certifi-
cates of some teaching members in the Public
Authority for Applied Education and Training
(PAAET) and Kuwait University, said a top min-
istry’s official.

The ministry will not accept such violations,
and the committee is expected to come out with
final results within three to four months, said
Minister of Education and Minister of Higher
Education Bader Al-Essa during the National
Assembly ’s ordinary session yesterday.
Meanwhile, the minister noted that the accused
members will not be suspended until the com-
mittee has concluded the investigation, adding
that the final report will be presented to the
government to take action.

Government’s performance
Lawmakers meanwhile gave their stamp of

approval to a report by the National Assembly’s
Priorities Committee on the performance of the
government. Consisting of three major parts,
the report notes in the first part the govern-
ment’s abidance by the letter and spirit of the
constitution and its willingness to work in close
partnership with the parliament to achieve all
that is needed for the benefit of the nation.

Moreover,  the repor t  dr ives  the point
home that the government is earnest about
turning the country into a financial and com-
mercial  hub,  able to attract  investments
through the combined efforts of the public
and private sectors.

In the report’s second part, it alludes to the
government’s commitment to promote national
unity while providing the citizenry with the
necessities of housing, education, health care,
and programs for the youth.

It further underscores the imperatives for
diversification of the nation’s income, buttressing

the private sector, creating job opportunities for
young Kuwaitis, protecting the environment, and
seeking lasting solutions for the issue of illegal
residents. The report’s third part deals primarily
with streamlining the process of monitoring the
performance of the government by adopting
national and international indices. —KUNA

Education Ministry to probe
non-accredited certificates

KUWAIT: Education minister Dr Bader Al-Essa (left) appears with a number of MPs
during yesterday’s parliament session. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: In a bid to control the prohibitively
high cost of hiring domestic workers in Saudi
Arabia, the Saudi Shura council urged the
Saudi ministry of labor to coordinate with
relevant authorities to hire domestic laborers
through special offices in Kuwait and other
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states. 

Investor charged
T h e  C a p i t a l  M a r k e t s  A u t h o r i t y

(CMA) yesterday filed a complaint with
t h e  p u b l i c  p r o s e c u t o r  a g a i n s t  a n
investor, accusing him of taking part
in Kuwait Stock Exchange (KSE) activi-
t i e s  w i t h o u t  o b t a i n i n g  a n  o f f i c i a l
license to do so, which is a violation of
law 7/2010. 

Saudi mulls recruiting
maids through Kuwait

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Chairman of the Interior
Ministry’s civilian employees syndicate
Bader Al-Enezi said that the syndicate had
officially submitted a complaint against
two officials at the citizen service direc-
torate to Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Khaled Al-Sabah. Enezi explained that the
two officials had abused their powers,
committed administrative violations that
might see some employees referred to
prosecution for crimes they never commit-
ted and had been sexually harassing
female employees. “They think they are
above accountability,” he said, pointing out
one of the officials had been threatening
employees. Enezi added that another com-
plaint was filed against the ministry’s legal
affairs department accusing its officials of
impartiality and refusing to investigate
complaints filed against one of the two
officials. 

Wrongful taxation
The court of appeals yesterday ordered

the finance ministry to refund the sum of

KD 1,980,000 that had been unlawfully col-
lected from a citizen as taxes. 

Jaber Al-Ahmad City
The Ministry of Public Works (MPW )

stressed that 46 percent of the works
included in a contract to build and main-
tain roads and six intersections along main
roads to serve Jaber Al-Ahmad City have
been completed. The ministry added that
the project’s total cost is KD 28.9 million. 

Complications
Following lengthy debates about the

municipal council’s technical committee
formation and reducing its members from
14 to nine, then to seven, then back to
nine again, informed sources said that the
committee chairman Fahd Al-Sane’s tenure
was extended for two more years for the
first time, as the committee chairmanship
used to be l imited to two years only.
Member Mane Al-Ajmi was appointed
committee rapporteur.  The sources also
expected further complications after
unconfirmed news about the resignation
of four of the committee members.  

News
i n  b r i e f

Amiri Diwan protocols chief’s
Twitter accounts hacked

KUWAIT: Chief of the Amiri Diwan Protocols Sheikh Khaled Al-
Abdullah Al-Sabah Al-Nasser Al-Sabah said yesterday that his per-
sonal Twitter account has been hacked. He stressed in a statement
that procedures to retrieve the account are underway, adding that
legal action will be undertaken against the perpetrators. —KUNA

KD 9.9 million aid to illegal residents

KUWAIT: Kuwait Zakat House (KZH) offered aid worth KD
9.9 million to illegal residents during the first 10 months of
the year, according to a statement on yesterday. KZH gives
illegal residents’ families in-kind assistance that includes
clothes and household appliances, KZH Director General
Dr Ibrahim Ahmad Al-Saleh added in a press statement.
This totaled KD 1.183 million offered to 3,799 beneficiary
families. —KUNA

US Embassy message

KUWAIT: The United States Embassy in Kuwait sent the following
message to US citizens in the country, with regards to the antici-
pated friendly soccer match at Jaber Stadium next Friday: “On the
evening of Friday, December 18, Kuwait is hosting an international
soccer match at Jaber Al-Ahmad International Stadium.  This is the
first time an event of this magnitude has been held at this location
and Kuwaiti officials are expecting 60,000 spectators, most of
whom will be driving their own vehicles to the event. The Embassy
is advising its personnel to avoid the area surrounding the stadium
during the event due to anticipated heavy traffic congestion.”

Jarallah meets ILO official

KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah met
the regional director of the International Labor Organization
(ILO) yesterday. During the meeting, they discussed the ILO’s
activities, mainly in Syria, Yemen and Iraq. The ILO official,
who lauded Kuwait’s support to the organization, delivered
Al-Jarallah a message from the ILO Director-General to First
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. The meeting was attended
by several senior officials of the Foreign Ministry. —KUNA

Syndicate accuses Interior
Ministry officials of abuse

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Weapons detectives launched an
expanded search campaign in Kabd farms
yesterday morning. The department
formed a team to collect the weapons in
several stages.

Violators arrested
Residency affairs detectives arrested

seven women and a man, all Asian nation-

als, in violation of the residency law. They
were al l  found wanted on security
grounds and reported absconding. They
were sent to concerned authorities.

Youth suicide
A young Egyptian man committed sui-

cide by throwing himself from the sixth
floor of a Nugra building, under mysteri-
ous circumstances. The man was found on
the ground with blood on his head. A
Jordanian man told police that he jumped
from the sixth floor.

Municipality statistics
A Kuwait Municipality statistics report

about the achievements of public cleanli-
ness, road occupancy and the roaming
vendors team of Farwaniya municipality
branch during the second half of October
showed that 104 warnings were issued,
116 undertakings were collected, 847
stickers were removed, 204 abandoned
cars were impounded, 69 were released,
KD 3,894 was collected, 21 road occupan-
cy citations were issued and 103 tickets
were issued to violating vendors.

Road accidents
A  m u l t i p l e  ve h i c l e  co l l i s i o n  to o k

place on Fahaheel Road, and several
persons were trapped. Four vehicles
were involved, and firemen used heavy
equipment to cut the vehicles and free
the trapped people, who were taken to
hospital.

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Guard carried out the ‘Steadfast Knights 3’ exer-
cise in Adaire’a, as part of its ‘Safety First’ strategy for 2020. The exercise,
which featured use of live ammunition, was described as a success in term of
achieving the highest level of preparation. It took place under the patron-
age of Lieutenant General Hashim Al-Refa’ie, Undersecretary of the Kuwait
National Guard.

Crackdown on
weapons in Kabd

An officer using the help of a police
dog in search for weapons in Kabd.
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Six reasons to make tourism a priority in Kuwait (Source: Leaders Group)


