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Most grown men love musical acts like the Black Keys
and Kendrick Lamar. Now, you can add Justin Bieber’s
name to that list. With his recent batch of hit singles

and a semi-grown-up sound - including the electro-pop
“Where Are U Now” with DJ-producers Skrillex and Diplo -
adult men have begun attending the musical church of
Bieber, and while some have issues acknowledging it, others
proudly say they’re Beliebers.

“You can’t deny where Justin Bieber is right now musically.
You want to not like him, but you kind of just have to respect
it,” said Timothy Javier, a 30-year-old nurse from Fort Lee, New
Jersey. Javier said Bieber’s new album, “Purpose,” reminds him
of Justin Timberlake’s “Justified,” his 2002 solo debut that
helped him transition from ‘N Sync frontman to a leader of
pop music. The singles “Sorry” and “What Do You Mean?” - cur-

rently at Nos. 2 and 4 on Billboard’s Hot 100 chart - helped
Bieber solidify his comeback after years of a broken image
that included arrests, public smoking and fainting onstage
that led to hospitalization.

But now, at 21, his music is in the spotlight. “He dropped an
album that was ... solid across the board,” said DJ Enuff, a vet-
eran radio personality for New York hip-hop station Hot 97.
“There’s urban radio stations across the country that play it,
there’s rhythmic crossover stations that can play it, there’s pop
stations that can play it.” “Purpose,” which features downbeat
R&B tracks, ballads and club-worthy anthems, debuted at No.1
and sold an impressive 649,000 equivalent album units in its
first week. Skrillex produced a number of the tracks; Ed
Sheeran co-wrote the ballad “Love Yourself,” a Top 5 hit; and
guests include Nas, Big Sean, Travis Scott and newcomer

Halsey. And the Grammy-nominated “Where Are U Now” - first
released on the album “Skrillex & Diplo Present Jack U” in
February - helped Bieber achieve his first Top 10 hit since
2012’s “Beauty and a Beat.” Some fans were surprised when
they learned it was Bieber singing smoothly on the song. “I
kept asking my girlfriend, ‘Who is that guy? I keep hearing his
voice.’ She didn’t even know until we actually had to go
through the radio station’s playlist to find out it was Justin
Bieber,” said 33-year-old Ennis Iheme of Jersey City, New
Jersey, who works in rail service operations. “I’m a Justin
Bieber fan now.”

Others say they’re surprised they enjoy Bieber’s new sound
and are coming to terms with being Bieber fans. “I think
grown men have a problem with the term ‘Belieber,’” said Paul
Costabile, a host at iHeartRadio. “We’re like, ‘Can we be OK

with Justin Bieber ...?’ And now we all are I think.” Bieber
released his debut EP in 2009 at 15, and before this year, he’d
been best known for the bubble gum-pop jam “Baby,” despite
releasing other hits.

DJ Enuff said Bieber is accepted among older fans because
he’s grown up and entered a new chapter in his life. “A lot of
male listeners we have at our station wouldn’t even touch a
Justin Bieber record. But now ... we’re playing Justin Bieber
records and no one’s even questioning it,” he said. “It’s part of
the format.”—AP

In this file photo Justin Bieber arrives at the American
Music Awards at the Microsoft Theater in Los Angeles. 

In this file photo Justin Bieber performs live during a small concert for charity in Toronto. In this file photo Justin Bieber performs at the American Music Awards at the Microsoft
Theater, in Los Angeles. — AP photos

Grown men now love Bieber’s music, too

Stromae, the Belgian pop superstar whose French-language
songs have found global appeal, secretly tied the knot with
his stylist at the weekend, the venue manager said yester-

day. The genre-merging singer married Coralie Barbier just weeks
after completing a world tour that took him as far away as New
York and Rwanda, where his father was killed in the 1994 geno-
cide.

“The wedding took place on Saturday. It was a family affair
with some friends there too,” said Stijn Beschuyt, the manager of
the hotel wedding venue, a stylishly converted church in the town
of Malines. The 180 invited guests were at first unaware of the
event’s true purpose but quickly caught on, Beschuyt said. “It was
a beautiful ceremony done in great taste,” he said, adding that he
had faced the formidable task of keeping the secret “for months”.
Brussels resident Stromae, 30, and his 31-year-old bride first visit-
ed the hotel “about a year ago” and fell in love with it, Beschuyt
said. Stromae, whose real name is Paul Van Haver, has won a huge
following in Belgium and France for his tunes which merge pop,
electro and rap, including his 2009 hit “Alors on danse”. While
danceable they are also introspective with themes including the
absence of his Rwandan father. In October he became just the
third French-language artist to fill New York’s legendary Madison
Square Garden venue after crooner Charles Aznavour and warbler
Celine Dion. — AFP

Lawrence Kasdan isn’t afraid to play favorites.
For him, Han Solo is it. He didn’t create the
scruffy-looking smuggler. He hadn’t even

heard the lore that George Lucas partially based
Han on Francis Ford Coppola. But it was Kasdan
who helped fully realize “Star Wars’” favorite
scoundrel when he stepped in to write “The Empire
Strikes Back” and “Return of the Jedi.” “He’s reckless,
he’s feckless,” Kasdan said in a recent interview.
“He’s cynical. He’s tough. He’s pragmatic. He’s not
that smart. I like that. He’s the most fun.”

In fact, it was the character of Han that made
him consider coming back to the world of “Star
Wars” in the first place. When Kathleen Kennedy
called him up in 2012 to tell him that she was tak-
ing over Lucasfilm and that they were planning to
make more “Star Wars” films, Kasdan took the meet-
ing of course, but wasn’t certain he wanted to
rejoin the franchise. Yet for Kasdan, 66, a four-time
Oscar nominee who wrote “Raiders of the Lost Ark,”
and wrote and directed “ The Big Chill,” “ The
Accidental Tourist” and “Grand Canyon,” the shad-
ow of “Star Wars” loomed large.

“It’s always been playing in the background of
my life. The movies were so big,” he said. “They nev-
er go away. “ At Skywalker Ranch, Kennedy, Kasdan
and George Lucas talked about plans for a new tril-
ogy and a number of spin-offs, including one
about a young Han Solo.”I said, ‘Oh, that’s interest-
ing,’” Kasdan recalled. So he signed on to write the
young Han anthology movie with his 36-year-old
son, Jon Kasdan, and agreed to consult on “The
Force Awakens,” which Michael Arndt (“Toy Story
3”) was writing. Kasdan had been consulting for
nine months on “The Force Awakens” - coming in
once or twice a week while also writing the Han
movie - when they asked him to take over the
script with director J.J. Abrams.

No big adjustment
“There were issues that were coming up and

there was enormous pressure to get the thing
done, recalled Kasdan. “People were being hired.
Stages were being rented...when everyone decided
that J.J. and I would write the script, there was no
big adjustment. We were already really getting
along. Then, we just started again.” While the

specifics of what exactly “The Force Awakens,” out
Friday, is about are being treated like state secrets,
fans have been able to glean a few things from the
trailers and promos. In the over 30 years since the
events of “Return of the Jedi” Han Solo, for one, has
changed his tune about the force, which he once
dismissed as a hokey religion.

“(Hans is) older and wiser. But wiser is only
worth so much,” Kasdan teased. “We don’t get any
smarter. What we call wisdom is really just the
accumulation of experiences. But when you do
have a lot of experience, it gives you perspective.
You think about your life in terms of, do you want
to continue to do the things you’ve always done or
do you want to break it up somehow? ... Are you
stuck now or is there still a possibility of change?
And I think those are the issues, not just for Han,
but for everybody.”

Ford’s legacy
If that sounds like a lot of philosophizing and

soul-searching, don’t worry, Kasdan promises Han
is still funny, too. “Harrison is sort of beyond belief
in this movie,” Kasdan said. “He’s absolute gold. It’s
like Spencer Tracy.” Ford’s legacy and iconic embod-

iment of Han is why Kasdan understands keenly
how difficult it will be to find an actor to play a
young Han. Directors Phil Lord and Chris Miller (“21
Jump Street”) have seen thousands of actors as
they try to fill those twentysomething shoes.

“Harrison is one of a kind. He’s a one-off,” Kasdan
said. “There is going to be a lot of pressure on any-

one who tries to be that (younger) character ... He’s
got to be a believable antecedent.” But beyond
finding that perfect person, Kasdan has just been
enjoying the chance to work with his son on the
script - even if it ’s been trying at times.
“Collaborating with anyone is challenging. But
when it’s your son, now there’s this additional thing
of like, ‘Dad, do you know what you’re talking
about?’” Kasdan laughed. “But ‘Star Wars’ is all about
that - fathers and sons.” After the Han film comes
out in 2018, Kasdan said he will really be leaving
“Star Wars” behind this time. “That’s enough,” he
said with Han Solo definitiveness. “I’m done.”— AP

Lawrence Kasdan on the past, present and future of Han Solo 

This photo provided by
Lucasfilm shows Peter

Mayhew as Chewbacca and
Harrison Ford as Han Solo

in ‘Star Wars: The Force
Awakens,’ directed by J.J.

Abrams. — AP photos

Singer Stromae
secretly marries 
stylist in Belgium

This file photo taken on October 17, 2015 shows Belgian
pop sensation Paul Van Haver aka Stromae attending a
press conference in Kigali, Rwanda. — AFP

“Star Wars” actress Daisy Ridley smiles
on the cover of Glamour magazine,
Stormtrooper necklaces are on sale at

Kay Jewelers, and commercials for the new film
“The Force Awakens” are running during Kim
Kardashian’s reality TV show. Walt Disney Co is
reaching out to women and girls to broaden the
franchise’s male-dominated audience and help
recoup the $4 billion it spent to buy “Star Wars”
producer Lucasfilm.  Female fans may determine
if “Force Awakens” meets projections for record-
breaking box office returns after it opens Dec.
18. The casting of Ridley, 23, as the film’s star plus
a flood of R2-D2 purses, BB-8 dresses and other
merchandise suggest Disney is courting the
female young adult audience that turned
movies such as “The Hunger Games” into block-
busters, said Jeff Bock, senior box office analyst
at Exhibitor Relations Co. “The guys are already
in,” Bock said. “If you can get that ‘Hunger Games’
and ‘Twilight’ fan base to join up, then you are
talking about possibly $700 million domestically,
maybe even more.”

Only one film, “Avatar,” reached that level, sell-
ing $760 million worth of tickets in the United
States and Canada after its December 2009
release. Disney has honed its strategy in recent
years, though, with superhero and action fran-
chises. Stars of “The Avengers” visited talk shows
such as “The View,” and the sequel, “Age of
Ultron,” had two leading female characters.
About 40 percent of opening weekend audi-
ences was female for both films, according to
Shawn Robbins, senior analyst at BoxOffice.com.

While it’s difficult to quantify the gender
breakdown of fans historically, earlier “Star Wars”
movies featured just one main female character

- always royalty. In the “Force Awakens”, Ridley’s
character, Rey, was created as a scrappy scav-
enger and a pilot, not a princess. In movie trail-
ers, Rey battles with a staff-like weapon, not
unlike “Hunger Games” warrior Katniss Everdeen
and her bow and arrow.  Gwendoline Christie
plays the first female villain, Captain Phasma.
Actress Lupita Nyong’o has a significant role, and
Carrie Fisher is back as Princess Leia, now a gen-
eral.—Reuters

Hollywood rolls out the red carpet yes-
terday for the premiere of “Star Wars:
The Force Awakens,” the first film in the

epic space saga in a decade, and fans are
frantic. The star-studded screening of the
most anticipated movie of the year will  be
followed by a global release starting
Wednesday. It officially hits US theaters
Friday. “When we finished shooting it felt like
‘Oh, it’s so long until it comes out-and now
we’re here,’” Daisy Ridley, who plays the scav-
enger Rey, told AFP as the clock ticked down. 

The 23-year-old British actress, in her first
big screen role, is among the fresh faces join-
ing the latest installment of the sci-fi smash
hit that has a huge following around the
globe.  Others include fellow Brit John
Boyega who plays Finn, portrayed as a rene-

gade stormtrooper in the trailer, as well as
Oscar Isaac who slips into the skin of pilot Poe
Dameron.  Much to the delight of millions,
beloved veterans of the original blockbusters-
Harrison Ford and Carrie Fisher-will once
again play Han Solo and Princess Leia.     “Star
Wars” has attracted generations of loyal fans
ever since the first film arrived in 1977, creat-
ing a signature moment in the history of pop
culture. It turned Ford, Fisher and Mark Hamill
(Luke Skywalker) into stars overnight. “You
could say it’s the themes, it’s the Force, it’s the
lightsaber-there’s just something in this that
touches people, and I don’t think you can
summarize that,” Ridley said.—AFP

Jennifer Lawrence on

‘Hunger Games’ 

prequels: ‘It’s Too Soon’

If Lionsgate, the studio behind the mega-grossing
“Hunger Games” series, decides to re-enter the arena, it
will do so without Jennifer Lawrence. The woman who

brought Katniss Everdeen to life on the big screen made it
clear that she won’t be dusting off the bow and arrows for
rumored prequels to the series that made her a star. “I
wouldn’t be involved,” Lawrence told Variety during the
premiere of her new film, “Joy.” “I think it’s too soon.
They’ve got to let the body get cold, in my opinion.”

“The Hunger Games: Mockingjay - Part 2” was original-
ly supposed to be the end of the franchise, but Lionsgate
vice chairman Michael Burns hinted that the studio was
exploring new plot lines and spinoff opportunities at last
week’s UBS Global Media and Communications
Conference. He told investors that the series could be like
Harry Potter and “live on and on.” Lawrence may be right
that audiences need a breather from the world of Panem.
“Mockingjay - Part 2” is a box office hit, but it is on pace to
be the lowest grossing film of the series on a domestic
basis. The actress seemed thrilled to be reuniting with
David O. Russell for a third go-round. Her “Silver Linings
Playbook” and “American Hustle” director pitched her on
the idea of getting the band back together in an unusual
way, she told Variety.—Reuters

In this Thursday, Dec 10, 2015 file photo, director J.J. Abrams, third right, and actors, John
Boyega, second left, Daisy Ridley, third left, and Adam Driver, second right, pose for photos
during the Japan Premiere of their latest film ‘Star Wars: The Force Awakens’ in Tokyo. — AP

Curtain rises on first 
‘Star Wars’ film in a decade

Disney’s ‘Star Wars’ marketing 
force reaches for female fans

This photo provided by Disney/Lucasfilm
shows Daisy Ridley as Rey in a scene from
the film, ‘Star Wars: The Force Awakens,’
directed by J.J. Abrams. — AP


