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BARCELONA: Purity Gachanga is one small-scale
farmer who is beating climate change. On her sev-
eral acres of land in Embu North district in central
Kenya, she keeps cows and goats that produce
milk, grows trees for fodder, and collects water to
irrigate her food crops in a pond filled with tilapia
fish. Since she started out in the 1970s, she has
overcome increasingly erratic rainfall by using new
technologies and trying out different crops and
trees. She even turns her animal manure into bio-
gas, harnessing methane for clean energy.

And she doesn’t stay quiet about it. She hosts
groups of other Kenyan farmers and international
researchers on her farm to show them the effec-
tiveness of a mixed crop, livestock and tree farming
system in the face of worsening climate pressures.
“We try to help ourselves so that climate change
will not affect us,” she told a discussion about sup-
porting farmers on the sidelines of the recent cli-
mate change talks in Paris.

It is a strategy that has worked well for her -
over the years, she has been able to build a stone
house for her family of 11 children, connected to
power and water supplies. “Farmers need to get
enough crops to sustain their family and reduce
poverty, and educate their children,” she said. But
millions of others are struggling to maintain their
yields amid crop damage from severe droughts or
flash floods, with no assets in reserve to help them
bounce back from a crisis.

The International Food Policy Research Institute
released a study in Paris showing that climate
change is a threat to agricultural growth, affecting
productivity, prices and a new global goal to end
hunger by 2030. In the Philippines, for instance, cli-
mate change is projected to cut per-capita con-
sumption of cereals by 24 percent and fruits and
vegetables by 13 percent, increasing the number
of people at risk of hunger by 1.4 million in 2030
and 2.5 million by 2050, the institute said.

First for food security
Given that, it is surprising the world “agriculture”

does not appear once in the text of the new global
agreement to tackle climate change adopted in
Paris on Saturday. A key reason for this is that
developing nations long resisted including agricul-
ture in the climate negotiations, fearing efforts to
feed their people would be compromised by pres-
sure to reduce planet-warming emissions from
farms.

A 2015 study from the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) found that emissions from agri-
culture are growing, accounting for around 11 per-
cent of the global total in 2010. The Paris climate
agreement refers only indirectly to agriculture, in
terms of making sure people have enough to eat.
Its non-binding introduction recognizes “the fun-
damental priority of safeguarding food security
and ending hunger, and the particular vulnerabili-
ties of food production systems to the adverse
impacts of climate change”.

The binding part of the deal states that boost-
ing the world’s ability to adapt to those impacts
and foster climate resilience and low-emissions
development should be done “in a manner that
does not threaten food production”. Yet, despite
the politics that largely excluded agriculture, the
FAO welcomed the agreement, noting that for the
first time ever, food security features in a global cli-
mate change accord.

“This is a game changer for the 800 million peo-
ple still suffering from chronic hunger, and for 80
percent of the world’s poor who live in rural areas
and earn income - and feed their families - from
agriculture,” FAO Director-General JosÈ Graziano da
Silva said in a statement after the deal was
reached. “By including food security, the interna-
tional community fully acknowledges that urgent
attention is needed to preserve the well-being and
future of those who are on the frontline of climate

change threats,” he added.

Paying for plans
Others in the agricultural research community

and agencies working with small farmers high-
lighted the widespread inclusion of agricultural
policies in the nearly 190 national action plans sub-
mitted to the United Nations as a basis for the cli-
mate deal.  Analysis by the CGIAR Research
Program on Climate Change, Agriculture and Food
Security (CCAFS) shows agriculture is discussed in
80 percent of those plans, a signal that addressing
agriculture in the context of climate change is a
priority.

Kanayo F Nwanze, president of the International
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), said this
was a good springboard for approaching top deci-
sion makers in developing countries about protect-
ing their farmers from climate change. In a report
released in Paris, IFAD said technical interventions -
like hardier seeds and accurate weather forecasts -
are not enough to help small farmers cope, and
must be backed up by national strategies, laws and
budgets.

One major barrier to helping small-scale farm-
ers adapt to extreme weather and reduce emis-
sions from their activities is insufficient money for
research and action on the ground, experts noted.
The CCAFS study of national climate plans found
the 48 least developed countries alone will need
funding of $5 billion per year - $3 billion for adap-
tation and $2 billion for reducing farm emissions.

That sum is much higher than current commit-
ments to climate funds for agriculture, and at least
10 percent more per year than multilateral climate
funds spent on agricultural projects in the last
decade, it said. “Climate finance needs to include
agriculture as a key sector, and support countries
to implement the plans they have laid out,” said
CCAFS director Bruce Campbell. — Reuters

NEW DELHI: A rusted carving knife and a
mallet lie on a steel table, while inside the
cold storage rooms, bodies take up every
square inch of the blood-stained floors.  More
than 2,500 autopsies are carried out every
year at New Delhi’s oldest and busiest
morgue, but the air purifiers have long been
broken and disinfectant supplies for washing
floors ran out two months ago. “The mortu-
ary is compromised at every level,” Sabzi
Mandi mortuary’s chief doctor, L.C Gupta,
told AFP of the dearth of resources. The
decrepit state of the Indian capital’s dozen-
odd morgues, mostly state run, recently
stunned the High Court which ordered the
city’s government to take action.

From outdated equipment to poor stor-
age of bodies and sick staff, the results of a
court-ordered investigation made disturbing
reading and shocked many in this deeply reli-
gious country. “It’s a clear cut case of negli-
gence,” said lawyer Saqid, who uses one
name, appointed by the court to conduct the
probe. “There are a lot of rights under the
constitution and people in India spend a lot
of time fighting for them,” he told AFP as he
poured over photos and documents in his
office.

“But the dead cannot protest their rights.”
The crisis is compounded by the sheer num-
ber of unidentified bodies, several thousand
a year, that fill Delhi’s morgues after being
discovered outside train stations, bus termi-
nals and other public places. Many are home-
less men who pour into the city of 16 million
from villages every year desperately search-
ing for work. They die from disease, malnutri-
tion and the impact of living on the city’s
harsh streets.

Protocol says they must be kept for up to
72 hours in a morgue to allow families time
to collect them. But many remain for much
longer, unclaimed by relatives and shunned
by the reluctant police who found them,
placing a strain on the morgues themselves.
The crisis reportedly boiled over earlier this
year when bodies were left on the street out-
side Sabzi Mandi, with frustrated staff refus-
ing to take them back in. Gupta denied the
incident, but added that police moved quick-

ly to come and collect unclaimed bodies
after the row was reported in a leading
Indian daily.

Sick staff 
In the storage rooms, there are no

shelves or racks to hold the numerous bod-
ies. Encased in white plastic, most are lying
on the floor, with many of the wrappings
ripped and open. A single, scuffed boot sits
on top of one body and a hand flops over
the edge of a rusted trolley holding another.
According to the court’s report, a key prob-
lem is the large number of autopsies per-
formed at the request of overcautious
police, creating a backlog and placing pres-
sure on staff.

“Police insist on post mortems as a mat-
ter of routine even though their own circu-
lar says there is no need if there are no sus-
picious circumstances,” Saqid said. Delhi’s
health minister Satyendar Jain, who report-
edly said he felt ill after touring the morgues
in the wake of the report, has promised to
improve conditions.

Jain declined AFP requests for comment,

but his officials have said that a review of
the situation is under way. The court
ordered the probe in 2014 after authorities

discovered that the body of a prison inmate
whose death was being investigated had
been chewed by rats. The report found that

a lack of funds impacts on the living as well
as the dead, with staff falling ill from han-
dling bodies infected with tuberculosis and
other diseases.

At Sabzi Mandi, staff use only bathroom
soap to wash their hands, while a shortage
of hospital-grade products means floors are
cleaned instead with bleach, a doctor said.
“It’s an occupational hazard,” Dr Komal
Singh said of staff falling sick at his mortu-
ary at the Deen Dayal Upadhyay Hospital in
Delhi’s west. The morgue opened in 1995
with four medical officers and with
resources for 400 autopsies a year. Now the
same number of staff perform up to 1,800
autopsies annually.

With the court finally shining a spotlight
on the crisis, Singh said he is hopeful the
government will approve his request for
more funds to double storage space for
bodies and update equipment. “People are
interested in the treatment of the living but
in our society they don’t bother so much
about what happens to the dead,” he told
AFP. “But the court is taking this seriously
and we are hopeful.” — AFP

NEW DELHI: In this photograph an Indian medic walks through a cold
storage unit as he inspects a morgue. — AFP photos

Dead forgotten at New Delhi’s decrepit morgues

WASHINGTON: Rising premiums and shaken faith
among insurers have cast a cloud over sign-up season
for President Barack Obama’s health care law, and now
it’s crunch time again. Today is the deadline for millions
of uninsured procrastinators to sign up in time for cov-
erage to begin on Jan 1. As the health insurance expan-
sion enters its third year, their decisions are critical to its
economic viability. A surge of younger, healthier cus-
tomers could hold down premiums in a market that’s
struggling to grow.

“Medical costs of enrollees have been higher than
expected and total enrollment remains low,” said
Caroline Pearson, a vice president at the consulting firm
Avalere Health. “If participation is leveling off, then
plans may be stuck with a risk pool that is not particu-
larly balanced.” More than half of the health law’s 23
nonprofit insurance cooperatives have folded, and
even some major industry players have recently gone
public with doubts. There have been bumps with the
health law, says business owner Rayna Collins of
Lincoln, Nebraska, but overall she counts on it. She’s
surprised, however, that many people she knows have
remained uninsured.

“It’s heartbreaking to think that they could have
affordable insurance,” said Collins. “They think it’s like
going on welfare.” One friend believed incorrectly that
insurers could still turn down customers with pre-exist-
ing health conditions, a practice barred under the law.
Collins, a graphic designer, has had to make adjust-
ments. She switched insurers for 2016 because the
company she was with left the market. Her premium
will be about the same, after subsidies the law provides
for private coverage. But her deductible will spike from

$500 to $2600. “I’m getting less coverage for about the
same, and I’m not happy with that,” Collins said. “But I
don’t know what I would do if I weren’t getting the gov-
ernment subsidy. I was already being priced out of
health insurance before Obamacare.” The coverage
allows her to get regular preventive care that’s impor-
tant for people like her, in their early 60s.

The Obama administration says it’s seeing a vigor-
ous consumer response this sign-up season, with more
than 1 million new customers already. “All the evidence
for us is that the marketplace is strong, it’s vibrant, and
it’s growing,” said Andy Slavitt, head of the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services, which runs the gov-
ernment’s major insurance programs. Still, the adminis-
tration’s sign-up target for 2016, the president’s last full
year in office, is modest: 10 million people enrolled and
paying premiums at the end of the year, an increase of
about 10 percent. Some important things for con-
sumers thinking about signing up for the first time, as
well as for those renewing:

Deadlines: Today
is the deadline to sign up for coverage so it can take

effect on the first of the year. It’s also the deadline to
make any changes to existing coverage so they take
effect Jan 1. Current customers will be automatically
renewed Jan. 1 if they make no changes, but they may
save money now by shopping for a plan with lower
premiums.

The final deadline for new sign-ups and plan switch-
es is Jan 31, 2016. After that, new enrollments and
changes are only allowed under special circumstances.
People who remain uninsured after Jan. 31 risk fines

when they file their 2016 taxes. Fines will sting: The
fines for people who remain uninsured in 2016 have
gone up substantially. A study from the nonpartisan
Kaiser Family Foundation estimates that the average
tax penalty will rise to $969 per household, or nearly 50
percent. The fines are one of the law’s methods for
nudging healthy people to get insured. Fines of $900
would put a serious dent in most income tax refunds,
and it’s enough money to pay several months’ worth of
subsidized premiums. This year uninsured people got a
second chance to sign up and avoid penalties if they
found out about the fines upon filing their tax returns.
There’s no such reprieve next year.

Website working: The HealthCare.gov website,
famously balky a couple of years ago, is working well by
most accounts. The site has some consumer-friendly
enhancements including a cost calculator, a doctor and
hospital look-up feature and a way to see whether your
prescription drugs are covered. Consumers are urged to
double-check the physician finder results with their
plans and doctors. Ahead of sign-up season, it was
expected that premiums for health law plans would go
up in most places. A wave of closures among the law’s
nonprofit insurance co-ops led to more worries. But
what really seems to have shaken confidence were
recent comments by UnitedHealth CEO Stephen
Hemsley that the nation’s largest insurer had made a
bad decision in expanding into more of the law’s insur-
ance exchanges. Drew Altman, president of the Kaiser
Foundation, says the health law’s insurance markets
appear to be making progress. But they’re not there yet.
“It’s going to take more people enrolled to be fully suc-
cessful,” Altman said. — AP

Can the Paris agreement protect 

poor farmers from climate change?

‘Farmers need to get enough crops to reduce poverty’

LINCOLN, Nebraska: Graphic designer Rayna Collins poses for a photo in her
home in Lincoln. — AP

LONDON: US dating app Tinder is
teaming up with  Britain’s National
Health Service (NHS) to raise awareness
among the young about organ dona-
tion, it said yesterday. Romance-seek-
ers swiping on some profiles will be
prompted to sign up to the NHS organ
donor register. After swiping, users will
receive a message reading: “If only it
was that easy for those in need of a life-
saving organ to find a match.” As part
of the campaign, artificial profiles have
also been created for Olympic medal-
list Jade Jones and soap stars Jamie
Laing and Gemma Oaten.

“With the help of these bespoke
profiles on Tinder, we’ll grab people’s
attention and throw a spotlight on the
importance of organ donation,” said

Sally Johnson, NHS director of Organ
Donation and Transplantation. “Joining
the register takes only a couple of min-
utes-about the same amount of time
as a few swipes on Tinder.” Around
7,000 people are currently on the
transplant waiting list in Britain.
“Tinder users regularly make the deci-
sion to swipe left or right wondering
whether someone may be the person
they are looking for,” added Hermion
Way, Tinder’s head of European com-
munications. “While those swiping
decisions are important and could be
the first step to a successful relation-
ship, we hope that the NHS profiles...
will encourage people to make and act
upon a different decision too-to sign
up as an organ donor.” — AFP

UK Tinder users urged

to donate organs

NEW DELHI: Indian medics move a body from a broken stretcher and on
to a new one at a morgue.

NEW DELHI: Indian family members collect the body of a relative from a
morgue.

LONDON: British phamaceuticals giant
AstraZeneca revealed yesterday that it
was in discussions over a deal with can-
cer drug maker Acerta Pharma. “Further
to recent speculation, AstraZeneca con-
firms that it is exploring potential strate-
gic options with Acerta Pharma,” it said
in a brief statement issued in response
to press speculation. “There can be no
certainty that any transaction will ulti-
mately be entered into, or as to the
terms of any transaction.” The Wall Street
had reported on Friday that Astra was in

advanced talks to buy Dutch firm Acerta
for more than $5.0 billion (4.5 billion
euros).

AstraZeneca, which rejected a
takeover bid from US giant Pfizer last
year, is seeking to rebuild its portfolio of
exclusive medicines amid intense com-
petition from generic drugmakers.
Acerta has offices in the Netherlands
and the United States. The biotechnolo-
gy company develops treatments for
several types of cancer and autoim-
mune diseases. — AFP

AstraZeneca says in 
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Crunch time again for health law; Today sign-up deadline


