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GENEVA: The Court of Arbitration for
Sport (CAS) yesterday dismissed an
appeal by former Trinidad and Tobago
player David Nakhid against a FIFA deci-
sion to disqualify him as a presidential
candidate.  Nakhid, 51, had challenged
his exclusion by FIFA’s ad-hoc electoral
committee barring him from the
February 26 vote to replace Sepp Blatter

as the head of world football’s governing
body.  Nakhid’s candidacy was invalidat-
ed because he only received four valid
nominations out of FIFA’s 209-member
national association and presidential can-
didates required five. A CAS statement
confirmed previous reports that one of
Nakhid’s supporting associations also
gave backing to another candidate, “in

violation of the applicable FIFA rules.”
“As a consequence, those letters of

support were disregarded, meaning that
David Nakhid had not met the qualifying
criterion of obtaining declarations of sup-
port from at least five member associa-
tions, and accordingly, his candidature
could not be validated,” the statement
further said.  Five candidates have so far

been approved for the race to succeed
Blatter, who is serving a 90-suspension
over corruption allegations.  They include
France’s Jerome Champagne, Prince Ali
bin Al Hussein of Jordan, South African
business tycoon Tokyo Sexwale, Asia’s
football chief Sheikh Salman bin Ebrahim
Al Khalifa and Gianni Infantino, who is
Michel Platini’s deputy at the European

confederation (UEFA).  Platini is still hop-
ing to enter the race but he has been
barred to date while serving his own sus-
pension by FIFA’s ethics committee.

He may face a stiffer punishment,
including a  poss ible  l i fet ime ban,
when FIFA’s ethics court issues a ver-
dict in Platini’s corruption case next
week. —AFP

Sports court dimisses Nakhid appeal against FIFA rejection

TURIN: Juventus’ defender Giorgio Chiellini (C) fights for the ball with Juventus’ defender Alex Sandro from Brazil during the Italian Serie A
football match Juventus vs Fiorentina on Sunday at the “Juventus Stadium” in Turin.  — AFP 

MILAN: Juventus surged back into the Serie A
title race with a 3-1 home win over Fiorentina
on Sunday, while Napoli and AS Roma played
out a 0-0 stalemate and 10-man AC Milan were
held 1-1 by bottom club Hellas Verona.

Mario Mandzukic and Paulo Dybala struck
second-half goals to add further impetus to
Juve’s title challenge after a poor start to the
season.

Second-placed Fiore’s Josip Ilicic had given
the visitors the lead with a penalty during a
breathless opening, but Juventus were level
minutes later when Juan Cuadrado equalised
against his former club.

Juve’s sixth successive league win helped
them go four th on 30 points,  s ix  behind
league leaders Inter Milan, while Fiorentina
stay four points off the top.

Roma, who have now gone four league
games without a  win,  had goalkeeper
Wojciech Szczesny to thank for keeping them
in the contest against Napoli but they still
dropped to f i f th place a  point  behind
Juventus. Napoli are level on 32 points with
Fiore.

Valter Birsa scored the only goal of the
game as Chievo beat Atalanta, who had Nicolo
Cherubin and Jasmin Kurtic sent off, while
Empoli beat struggling Carpi 3-0 to go ninth.

JUVE RESPOND
Fiore took the lead in the third minute in

Turin when Ilicic converted from the spot after
Juve’s Giorgio Chiellini was adjudged to have
brought down Federico Bernardeschi ,
although the hosts accused the winger of div-
ing.

Juventus responded almost immediately,
equalising in the sixth minute when Cuadrado
met Patrice Evra’s cross with a looping header,
before Mandzukic scored in the 80th after
Fiorentina keeper Ciprian Tatarunsanu failed
to hold Paulo Dybala’s effort.

Dybala added a third in the second minute
of stoppage time when Cuadrado pressured
Davide Astori into an error before playing in
the Argentine forward, who slotted home past
Tatarunsanu.

“As we were so far behind, it is important to
close (the gap) even more before the (winter)
break,” Juventus coach Massimiliano Allegri
told Sky Sport Italia.

“At this moment, the team are playing rela-
tively well, although we have to improve tech-
nically and make fewer mistakes.”

Roma were booed off the pitch in midweek
after an insipid 0-0 Champions League draw
against BATE Borisov despite qualifying for the
last 16.

On-loan Chelsea forward Mohamed Salah
returned to the starting lineup for the first
time since early November against Napoli, and
gave them a dynamism that was missing in his
absence.

Napoli, however, steadily took control of
the contest and had their chances to win, with
Marek Hamsik forcing Szczesny into an out-
standing double save at the death.

‘OBVIOUS SUPREMACY’
“If this was a boxing match, Roma’s corner

would have thrown in the towel,” Napoli coach
Maurizio Sarri told Mediaset Premium. “We
didn’t make the most of our obvious suprema-
cy during the match.”

“At this moment Inter are in first place, but
they have had luck on their side,” Roma play-
maker Miralem Pjanic told Sky Sport Italia.
“We’ve got all the time in the world to close
the gap.”

AC Milan coach Sinisa Mihajlovic was left
fuming at the referee as they drew 1-1 at
home to bottom club Hellas Verona.

Carlos Bacca opened the scoring in the
52nd minute, but Luca Toni equalised from the
spot in the 57th after Nigel de Jong brought
down Leandro Greco and was sent off for pre-
venting a clear scoring opportunity.

“The fans are right to complain and I am
sorry for them and the club,” Mihajlovic said to
Mediaset. “You’ve never seen me talk about
referees, but you can’t fail to mention some
things, because for the last two games we’ve
been seriously hurt.” Milan are in seventh on
25 points, while Verona stay rooted to the foot
of the table with seven points. — Reuters

Juve go fourth with 
win, Roma hold Napoli

NYON: Triple European champions Manchester United
and their under-fire coach Louis van Gaal face a tricky task
against little-known Midtjylland in the last 32 of the Europa
League following yesterday’s draw.

United, knocked out of the Champions League last
week, meet the Danish league winners, an unsung club
backed by owner Matthew Benham who eliminated
Southampton earlier in the competition.

Midtjylland’s pony-tailed chairman Rasmus Ankersen,
appointed by former financier and professional gambler
Benham, who also owns English second-tier club Brentford,
issued a warning after the draw.

“We have already beaten one English team so we are
not afraid,” said Ankersen. “We are a small club with a small
budget and we know we can’t outspend them so we have
to out-think them and, so far, this way has worked for us in
the Europa League.

“We know we have a chance and we will take up the
challenge.  If we can beat Southampton we can beat
Manchester United and the players will feel that and
believe it.”

Midtjylland have adopted the use of mathematical
modelling and key performance indicators in their man-
agement and style of play, factors Van Gaal will need to
study after a probable call to fellow Dutchman and
Southampton manager Ronald Koeman.

Van Gaal has received a lot of criticism following his
team’s Champions League exit and their 2-1 defeat by pro-
moted Bournemouth in the Premier League on Saturday.

In other eye-catching ties Liverpool manager Juergen
Klopp returns to Germany to face Augsburg, another club
in their maiden European campaign, while Sevilla, bidding
for a hat-trick of Europa League titles, meet Norwegian
team Molde.

Former Champions League winners Borussia Dortmund
and Porto also lock horns while Olympique de Marseille
take on Athletic Bilbao, Anderlecht play Olympiakos
Piraeus, Shakhtar Donetsk face Schalke 04 and Lazio meet
Galatasaray. The first legs will be played on Feb. 18 and the
return matches seven days later.    — Reuters

Manchester  United go into unknown in Europa League

NYON: The result of the draw for  the UEFA Europa league round of sixteen is displayed on a screen, yesterday at the UEFA headquarters in Nyon.  — AFP 

OSAKA: Unloved in Europe, the Club
World Cup is still adored in South America
where players regard the tournament as
the pinnacle of their careers and clubs as
the high point in their history.

Thousands of fans of South American
champions River Plate have been arriving
in Japan over the last week, hoping their
team can pull off a major upset and
dethrone European champions Barcelona.

In contrast to the indifference among
European media and fans, the build-up in
South America lasts for weeks and is often
comparable to the World Cup itself.

Spanish champions Barcelona, who
have squeezed the tournament into their
busy schedule, arrived in Japan on Monday,
three days before their semi-final against
Asian champions Guangzhou Evergrande
on Thursday.

River Plate, on the other hand, have
coasted through the last few months since
winning the Libertadores Cup, clearly with
their minds on Japan, and arrived more
than one week ahead of Wednesday’s semi-
final in Osaka against Sanfrecce Hiroshima,
champions of the host nation.

For their send-off from Argentina, River
held a public training session in their stadi-
um and a carnival-like procession to the air-
port. An estimated 25,000 flag-waving,
drum-banging fans lined the 30-kilometre
route, letting off fireworks, and dozens of
private car followed the team bus, hooting
incessantly, to form a huge and rowdy con-
voy which blocked the highway.  In all,
River are expected to receive the backing
of around 15,000 fans who have defied a
30-hour flight and enormous expense to
make the trip.

River, who won the old Intercontinental
Cup in 1986 but lost to Juventus 10 years
later, were also given rapturous reception
as they arrived by bullet train in Osaka from
Tokyo as several hundred supporters
crowded onto the platform.  “This is a
unique moment and I wouldn’t change it

for anything,” midfielder Carlos Sanchez
told reporters after a training session. “I’m
not going to have another opportunity like
this.” Veteran Javier Saviola, who has
returned to end his career at River after he
was raised at the club, said the Millionaires
had always been obsessed with beating
Europe’s best.  “I started playing for the club
when I was eight and it (River’s obsession)
has been there all the time,” he said.  “The
club has always seen it as an opportunity
for glory but, if anything, there’s more
expectation this time than there was in 96
with Juventus.”

The tournament, featuring the six conti-
nental club champions plus national cham-
pions of the host nation, has existed in its
current form since 2005, having succeeded
the Intercontinental Cup, a one-off played
in Tokyo between the European and South
American champions.

The 1980s saw South American domi-
nance but the momentum changed with
the globalisation of the sport which has
turned the region’s clubs into feeders for
Europe-based teams.  The South Americans
are now closer to the standard of teams
from Asia and Africa and often find the
semi-final a real struggle, especially with
the tantalizing prospect of a match against
a big-name European side at stake.
Curiously, as the gap has widened, South
American enthusiasm appears to have
grown, the appeal now being that a team
such as River Plate, made up largely of jour-
neymen players, can have a pop at trying
to beat star-studded Barcelona.  Former
Porto and Olympique Marseille midfielder
Luis Gonzalez said he had fond memories
of getting up at dawn to watch the fixture
during the 1980s.

“ Those live broadcasts early in the
morning,” he told FIFA.com. “I  never
thought I’d have the chance to play in such
an amazing competition. For us, playing in
the Club World Cup is like touching the
heavens.” —Reuters

YOKOHAMA: Spain’s FC Barcelona footballers arrive at the Narita international air-
port in Narita, suburban Tokyo yesterday. FC Barcelona will play against Asian cham-
pion Guagzhou Evergrande of China at the semi-final of the Club World Cup in
Yokohama on December 17.    — AFP 

Ignored in Europe, Club World 
Cup finds adulation in S America


