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American Football Conference
AFC East

W L  T OTL PF  PA PCT    
New England 11 2 0 1   402 253 .846   
NY Jets 8 5 0 0   325 256 .615   
Buffalo 6 7 0 0 316 301 .462   
Miami 5 7 0 0 240 300 .417   

AFC North
Cincinnati 10 3 0 0   354 229 .769   
Pittsburgh 8 5 0 1 344 260 .615   
Baltimore 4 9 0 1 278 326 .308   
Cleveland 3 10 0 1 240 357 .231   

AFC South
Indianapolis 6 7 0 1 275 356 .462   
Houston 6 7 0 0 259 291 .462   
Jacksonville 5 8 0 1 326 357 .385   
Tennessee 3 10 0 0 253 326 .231   

AFC West
Denver 10 3 0 0 281 225 .769   
Kansas City 8 5 0 0 331 24 .615   
Oakland 6 7 0 0 299 326 .462   
San Diego 3 10 0 0 250 334 .231   

National Football Conference
NFC East

Washington 6 7 0 1   281 307 .462   
Philadelphia 6 7 0 0 301 322 .462   
NY Giants 5 7 0 1 307 296 .417   
Dallas 4 9 0 2 230 305 .308   

NFC North
Green Bay 9 4 0 0 317 245 .692   
Minnesota 8 5 0 0 258 255 .615   
Chicago 5 8 0 2 272 314 .385   
Detroit 4 9 0 0 267 336 .308   

NFC South
Carolina 13 0 0 0 411 243 1.000  
Tampa Bay 6 7 0 0 288 322 .462   
Atlanta 6 7 0 1 279 295 .462   
New Orleans 5 8 0 1 323 397 .385   

NFC West
Arizona 11 2 0 0 405 252 .846   
Seattle 8 5 0 2 340 235 .615   
St. Louis 5 8 0 1 210 271 .385   
San Francisco 4 9 0 0 188 315 .308   

NFL Results/Standings
Buffalo 20, Philadelphia 23; San Francisco 10, Cleveland 24; Detroit 14, St. Louis 21; New
Orleans 24, at Tampa Bay 17; Tennessee 8, New York Jets 30; Pittsburgh 33, Cincinnati 20;
Indianapolis 16, Jacksonville 51; San Diego 3, Kansas City 10; Washington 24, Chicago 21;
Atlanta 0, Carolina 38; Seattle 35, Baltimore 6; Oakland 15, Denver 12; Dallas 7, Green Bay
28; New England 27, Houston 6.

KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait, a member of the inter-
national Ooredoo Group, has announced hosting
an intensive camp for young football lovers, in
collaboration with The Paris Saint-Germain
Academy, in Kuwait City between 17 and 19
December 2015.  

The camp will be an excellent opportunity for
youngsters to learn a lot about football skills
including tactical and defensive playing, stamina
training and the basic rules of football. Applying
for the intensive three day camp can be done
through a link announced on Ooredoo’s Instagram account
@Ooredookuwait. 

Mijbil Alayoub, Director of Corporate Communications at Ooredoo
Kuwait, said: “Glad to partner with a renowned football academy such as
The Saint Paris-Gemain, I believe with their support Ooredoo will be
able to develop the talents and skills of all participants. Football is a very
popular sport not only in Kuwait but also in the Middle East therefore
we trust that such an initiative will be welcomed and well received by a
lot of people”.  

The Paris Saint-Germain Academy by Ooredoo is open for children
aged 6 to 16. All registered participants will receive diplomas on the suc-
cessful completion of their training, as well as a Paris Saint-Germain
football kit, consisting of a football shirt, shorts and socks.  Hosting The
Paris Saint-Germain Academy intensive camp comes in line with the
company’s corporate social responsibility which youth forms an impor-
tant element of. 

Ooredoo trains young
footballers in collaboration

with PSG Academy

CHARLOTTE: Cam Newton added to his MVP
resume, completing 15 of 21 passes for 265 yards
and three touchdowns, and the unbeaten Carolina
Panthers defeated the Atlanta Falcons 38-0 on
Sunday to clinch a first-round bye in the NFC play-
offs. Newton connected on scoring strikes of 74 and
46 yards to Ted Ginn Jr., and Jonathan Stewart ran
for a touchdown as the Panthers (13-0) scored on
their first three possessions. Newton also threw a 4-
yard TD pass to Ed Dickson in the final seconds of
the first half before leaving for good at the end of
the third quarter with Carolina up 38. He finished
with a career-high quarterback rating of 153.3, and
the Panthers won their 17th straight regular-season
game. Carolina’s defense forced four turnovers and
had five sacks, while limiting struggling Falcons
quarterback Matt Ryan to 224 yards passing. Atlanta
is 6-7 and has dropped six in a row.

PATRIOTS 27, TEXANS 6
Tom Brady threw for 226 yards and two touch-

downs and the New England Patriots snapped a
two-game skid to clinch a playoff spot. Brady threw
TD passes to Keshawn Martin and Rob Gronkowski
in the first half to help New England build a 17-6
lead. The Patriots (11-2) didn’t move the ball as well
in the second half, but the defense harassed Brian
Hoyer into multiple mistakes. Jabaal Sheard had
strip sacks on Hoyer twice after halftime. The
Patriots recovered the second one early in the
fourth, and James White made it 27-6 with a 2-yard
run three plays later. Hoyer was sacked five times
and left the game to be evaluated for a concussion
with about 9 minutes remaining for the Texans (6-7).
The quarterback already missed a game this season
after getting a concussion on Nov. 16.

STEELERS 33, BENGALS 20
Andy Dalton broke his right thumb while making

a tackle on an interception, and the Steelers
roughed up backup AJ McCarron while pulling away
to a victory that left the AFC North up for grabs. The
Steelers (8-5) rumbled with the Bengals during
pregame warmups and then led the whole way,
sending Cincinnati (10-3) to its first lopsided loss of
the season. William Gay returned one of McCarron’s
passes 23 yards for a touchdown, and Ben
Roethlisberger had another good day as Pittsburgh’s
resurgent offense kept rolling. Pittsburgh has scored
30 points in five straight games, a franchise record.
The game - and potentially Cincinnati’s season -
turned on one interception. Stephon Truitt picked
off Dalton’s shovel pass in the first quarter, and the
quarterback broke his right thumb while making the
tackle. It’s unclear how many weeks he’ll miss.

RAIDERS 15, BRONCOS 12
Khalil Mack had five sacks of Brock Osweiler,

including one in the end zone for a safety, and
Derek Carr bounced back from an awful first half.
Carr threw two touchdown passes and the Raiders
(6-7) beat the Broncos for the first time since Sept.
12, 2011, despite being held to minus-12 yards in
the first half - the worst performance by a team
heading into halftime in nearly a quarter-century.
The Broncos (10-3) failed to hold onto a 12-0 half-
time lead or several on-target throws from Osweiler,
including two big drops by Demaryius Thomas, one
for a touchdown and another for a late first down.
The one that really stung was a drop by a wide-open
Vernon Davis at the Oakland 42 on fourth-and-5
from the Denver 37 with 3:45 left. Denver’s Brandon
McManus, who nailed four field goals in the first
half, clanked a 49-yarder that would have tied it off
the left upright with 10:22 remaining, however.
Sebastian Janikowski then missed a 43-yarder with
5:07 remaining, giving the Broncos good field posi-
tion at their 33, but Davis had his big drop on fourth
down after that.

PACKERS 28, COWBOYS 7
Eddie Lacy ran for 124 yards and a touchdown,

while fellow running back James Starks added two
scores. The Packers (9-4) have a one-game lead in

the NFC North over Minnesota after their second
straight victory. With 435 yards and 29 first downs,
Green Bay got better production out of its inconsis-
tent offense with coach Mike McCarthy assuming
play-calling duties again. The Packers were still ham-
pered at times by penalties and problems in short-
yardage situations. But the defense and running
game came up with big plays in the fourth quarter.
Dallas’ touchdown came on Robert Turbin’s 7-yard
run midway through the third quarter to make it 14-
7. The Cowboys (4-9) suffered a setback to their
chances of winning the mediocre NFC East.

SEAHAWKS 35, RAVENS 6
Russell Wilson threw five touchdown passes,

three to Doug Baldwin, against the injury-depleted
Ravens. Wilson went 23 for 32 for 292 yards. The five
TD throws matched a career high - set earlier this
season against Pittsburgh - and gave him 16 over his
last four games. Baldwin scored on passes of 14, 22
and 16 yards. Tyler Lockett caught TD throws of 8
and 49 yards. Seattle’s second-ranked defense
backed Wilson by keeping the Ravens (4-9) out of
the end zone, forcing two turnovers and allowing
only 28 yards rushing. The Seahawks (8-5) have won
six of seven to move into position for an NFC wild
card. Baltimore’s offense sputtered under the direc-
tion of Jimmy Clausen, who completed 23 of 40
passes for a career-high 274 yards and an intercep-
tion.

EAGLES 23, BILLS 20
3:26 left, then Ed Reynolds intercepted Tyrod

Taylor’s pass in the final minutes. LeSean McCoy had
74 yards rushing and 35 receiving in his return to
Philadelphia. He kissed the Eagles logo at midfield
before the coin toss, but ran off the field immediate-
ly after the game. McCoy never approached Chip
Kelly. He said last week he didn’t want to shake
Kelly’s hand or talk to the man who traded him. The
Eagles (6-7) and Redskins (6-7) are tied atop the NFC
East standings. The New York Giants (5-7) could
make it a three-way tie with a win at Miami on
Monday night. The Bills (6-7) fell two games behind
in the AFC wild-card race. Taylor’s streak of 222 pass-
es without a pick ended when his deep pass went
right to Reynolds with 1:16 remaining.

REDSKINS 24, BEARS 21
Kirk Cousins threw for 300 yards and a touch-

down and the Redskins hung on to beat the Bears
after Chicago’s Robbie Gould missed yet another
late field goal. Washington, which came in tied with
Philadelphia and the Giants for the NFC East lead,
went ahead early in the fourth quarter on Dustin
Hopkins’ 47-yard field goal. The Redskins (6-7) broke
a nine-game road losing streak dating to last sea-
son. The Bears (5-8) were in position to score after
Jay Cutler hit Alshon Jeffery with a 50-yard pass that
put the ball on the Washington 35. The usually reli-
able Gould, who missed the potential winner at the
end of regulation in last week’s overtime loss to San
Francisco, got a chance to redeem himself. His 50-
yard attempt wasn’t even close as it sailed wide
right.

JAGUARS 51, COLTS 16
Blake Bortles threw for three touchdowns and

ran for a score - all in the second half - and the
Jaguars ended the Colts’ 16-game winning streak in
the AFC South. The Jaguars (5-8) scored on offense,
defense and special teams in the same game for the
first time since 2011, the franchise’s most complete
game under third-year coach Gus Bradley. It helped
Jacksonville gain ground in the muddled division, at
least on the Colts (6-7). Indianapolis’ division streak
was the longest in NFL history. The Colts’ previous
loss against the AFC South came on Dec. 16, 2012, at
Houston.

CHIEFS 10, CHARGERS 3
The Chiefs kept San Diego out of the end zone

twice in the final seconds for their seventh consecu-
tive win. Alex Smith threw for 191 yards and a

touchdown, along with his first interception after a
franchise-record 312 attempts. But it was a banged-
up defense that held San Diego without a touch-
down for the second time this season that allowed
the Chiefs (8-5) to escape. The Chargers (3-10) took
over at their 11 with 5 minutes left and quickly
moved into Kansas City territory, converting fourth
down three times. But after San Diego was called for
delay of game at the Chiefs 1 with 5 seconds left,
Philip Rivers threw incomplete into the end zone.
San Diego still had 2 seconds left, and an incom-
plete pass that would have ended the game was
blown dead for a false start. With the ball pushed
back to the 11-yard line, Rivers scrambled to his
right and threw to the end zone, where his pass final
pass fell incomplete. The Chiefs spilled onto the field
to celebrate another big win in their playoff chase.

JETS 30, TITANS 8
Ryan Fitzpatrick threw three touchdown passes

and New York ’s stingy defense stifled Marcus
Mariota and the Titans’ offense for most of the game.
Brandon Marshall, Eric Decker and Bilal Powell each
caught TD passes for the Jets (8-5), who stayed on
track in the AFC playoff race with their first three-
game winning streak since 2011. Fitzpatrick, who
has set a single-season career high with 25 touch-
down throws, finished 21 of 36 for 263 yards. Chris
Ivory ran for 101 yards on 22 carries, and Randy
Bullock kicked three field goals. Muhammad
Wilkerson had three sacks. The lone highlight for the
lowly Titans (3-10) came in the third quarter when
Antonio Andrews took a direct snap and connected
with Mariota for a 41-yard touchdown - the rookie
quarterback’s first career reception.

SAINTS 24, BUCCANEERS 17
Drew Brees threw a pair of touchdown passes to

Marques Colston and the Saints stopped a four-
game losing streak, Brees completed 31 of 41 passes
for 312 yards without an interception. Colston
scored on receptions of 1 and 3 yards in the first half,
and Tim Hightower added a 3-yard TD run in the
third quarter for the Saints (5-8). The loss was the
second in three games for the Bucs (6-7), whose
hopes to make a run at a NFC wild card took a hit.
Jameis Winston threw a fourth-quarter TD pass to
Adam Humphries to trim a 14-point deficit to 24-17.
The Bucs got the ball back with just over five min-
utes remaining, punted four plays later and then
watched New Orleans grind out three first downs to
end the game.

BROWNS 24, 49ERS 10
Johnny Manziel shook off a first-half interception

and sideline meltdown by throwing a touchdown
pass in his first start since being benched for off-
field antics. The Browns snapped a seven-game los-
ing streak. Manziel passed for 270 yards, delivering a
quality performance the Browns (3-10)  desperately
needed. He tossed a 2-yard TD pass to Gary
Barnidge late in the third quarter as the Browns won
for the first time since Oct. 11 and took some pres-
sure off coach Mike Pettine. Just before halftime,
Manziel threw a pick and followed it with an angry
outburst on the bench. Isaiah Crowell rushed for 145
yards and had two short TD runs for Cleveland. The
49ers (4-9) allowed nine sacks and managed just 127
yards on offense before a 94-yard drive in garbage
time.

RAMS 21, LIONS 14
Todd Gurley ran for 140 yards and two second-

half touchdowns, and the Rams ended a five-game
losing streak. Trumaine Johnson’s 58-yard intercep-
tion return for St. Louis (5-8) was the only score in
the first half, plus he did most of the work holding
Calvin Johnson to a late 16-yard catch. Aaron
Donald had three sacks of Matthew Stafford to fur-
ther boost a defense that had sagged in recent
weeks. Golden Tate caught two touchdown passes
for Detroit (4-9), which didn’t have much to show for
extra days off to regroup from a game-ending des-
peration TD pass by the Packers on Dec. 3.— AP 

CHARLOTTE: Carolina Panthers players celebrate late in the second half of an NFL football game in Charlotte, N.C., Sunday. The Panthers won 38-0. — AP

Panthers punish Falcons 
to clinch playoff bye

Qatar ‘singled out’ for
criticism, says 2022 head

DOHA: Qatar has been unfairly “sin-
gled out” for criticism the 2022 World
Cup committee chief said yesterday,
adding that no labourer has died dur-
ing more than 14 million man-hours of
work on tournament venues. 

In a robust defence of Qatar’s posi-
tion, Hassan Al-Thawadi, also said the
Gulf state does not expect to lose the
World Cup, regardless of an ongoing
investigation into the 2022 bidding
process in Switzerland, amid allega-
tions of corruption.

Thawadi, secretary-general of the
2022 Supreme Committee, the body
overseeing tournament preparations
said there was no evidence of wrong-
doing against Qatar and that the coun-
try would cooperate with investigators
in Switzerland and the US “should
there be any request”.  “We always
expected criticism,” Thawadi said in an
interview posted on the Supreme
Committee’s website.

“There isn’t a single major sporting
event in the world that doesn’t go
through that journey, but I think ours
has been particularly intense.  “We
became the victim of a campaign that
singled out Qatar and our successful
bid without any shred of evidence.”

Asked if he was worried Qatar
could lose the 2022 tournament, a
defiant Thawadi replied: “Absolutely
not.” So far, Qatar has not been con-
tacted by investigators in Switzerland
or the US, confirmed Thawadi.

Last week, US attorney general
Loretta Lynch said she hoped Doha
would cooperate with any investiga-
tion, if necessary. Late last month, a
spokesman for the Swiss Office of the
Attorney General (OAG) — which is
looking into the 2018 and 2022 World
Cups-told AFP that no Qatari officials
had been questioned “so far”.

At the same time however, the OAG
added it would “particularly welcome”
evidence from disgraced Qatari foot-
ball powerbroker Mohamed bin
Hammam, a former FIFA vice president
and Asian Football Confederation
president.  The 66-year-old, twice
banned for life from FIFA, was seen as a
central figure in helping secure Qatar

the right to host the 2022 World Cup.
But asked if he was concerned that evi-
dence could surface to compromise
Qatar, Thawadi added: “I think if you
examine it closely you can see these
investigations focus on individuals, not
a young, hard-working bid committee
from Qatar.”

14 MILLION MAN-HOURS 
As well as corruption, critics have

consistently rounded on Qatar for its
record on migrant workers’ rights.

This summer it was claimed in the
US media that 1,200 labourers had
died on World Cup construction sites, a
charge fiercly denied by Doha.  “That is
simply not true,” said Thawadi. 

“In more than 14 million man hours
worked the Supreme Committee has
not experienced one fatality on site.”

Work has begun on six of a possible
eight venues that will be used in 2022.
Rights groups have attacked Qatar
over the pace and substance of labour
reform.

Amnesty said this month that Doha
had done “almost nothing” in the five
years since being awarded the World
Cup to improve treatment of the coun-
try’s almost two million foreign work-
ers, many working on tournament
projects.  Earlier this year, Qatar
announced changes to the much-criti-
cised “kafala” system, which limits the
rights of movement for workers and
has been likened by critics to modern-
day slavery. Thawadi said these
reforms showed Doha’s “determina-
tion” to use the World Cup as a “cata-
lyst” for change. —AFP

Hassan Al-Thawadi


