
LONDON:  England have added fast bowler Steven Finn to their squad
for the four-match series in South Africa that starts
with the first test on Boxing Day.  He was initially
left out because of a foot injury but proved his fit-
ness on the England Lions tour of the United
Arab Emirates, playing in two Twenty20s against
Pakistan A last weekend. “I’ve been really pleased
with the way things have gone with the Lions,”
Finn said in a news release yesterday.  “I’ve bowled
my overs and my foot has come through fine. I’m
excited by the prospect of linking up with the team
out in South Africa.” Finn, 26, played the last of his
26 tests against Australia at the Oval in
August. The second test against South
Africa will be played in Cape Town
from Jan. 2,, with further matches in
Johannesburg (Jan.  14-18) and
Pretoria (Jan. 22-26).  —Reuters

S PORTS
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2015

ANFIELD: Liverpool manager Juergen Klopp sought to ease the
pressure on goalkeeper Simon Mignolet by blaming himself for the
error that allowed West Bromwich Albion to equalise during
Sunday’s 2-2 draw at Anfield. Captain Jordan Henderson put
Liverpool ahead only for Mignolet to flap at a West Brom corner
soon after, allowing Craig Dawson to wipe out the home side’s
advantage. Liverpool conceded again from another West Brom cor-
ner in the second half, before substitute Divock Origi salvaged a
point with an injury-time equaliser aided by a deflection. Klopp was
asked his opinion on Mignolet’s performance after the game, but
refused to blame the Belgian for the mistake. “I said to Simon at half-
time: ‘If somebody says it was your fault, you can say it’s not true, it’s
my fault’-because I want a keeper who helps, a keeper who comes
out and tries everything,” the manager was quoted as saying by the
club’s website (www.liverpoolfc.com). “In this there were 20 players
around him. He tried and didn’t get the ball for the first goal. “The
next one I have to see again. —Reuters

Klopp takes blame 
for Mignolet error 

BARCELONA: La Liga side Espanyol sacked coach
Sergio Gonzalez yesterday after a run of just one
win in their last eight games.  “Espanyol have
decided in the past few hours to release the
Catalan coach from his duties,” the club said in a
statement on their website.  Gonzalez was a for-
mer Espanyol player and led them to a

respectable 10th-placed finish in his first season
in charge last season.  However, a 1-0

defeat to Celta Vigo despite playing
against 10 men for over 40 minutes on
Saturday left them just three points
above the relegation zone in 12th.

Last month, Chinese model car
maker Rastar Group struck a deal to
buy an 80 percent stake in the
Barcelona-based club with a 45 mil-

lion euro injection expected to help
clear the club’s debts.— AFP
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KUWAIT: Director General of
Sports Public Authority (SPA)
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mansour said
that work is ongoing at Jaber
Stadium to bring out the perfect
celebration on Friday. He said,
everyone is doing their job per-
fectly to guarantee that the final
show on the celebration day will
be a historic event with many
surprises.

Al-Mansour appreciated the
efforts of the chairman of the
organizing committee Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Abdallah Al-
Mubarak and Sheikh Salman Al-
Humoud, Information Minister,
State Minister for Youth Affairs
considering their work as huge
effort, along with the rest of
members such as Deputy
Director General of SPA Dr

Humoud Fulaiteh and Khalid Al-
Roudhan.

Al-Mansour said that he is
available at the stadium every-
day and follows the latest devel-
opment on the celebration
organization, adding that every-
one is working for the higher
interest of Kuwait.

Al-Mansour denied that he is
distancing himself from the cel-

ebration due to differences in
views, and said this is absolutely
untrue.

Commenting on the readi-
ness of Jaber Stadium he said
SPA received an authenticated
official certificate from the most
major consultative office in
England, confirming the safety
of the stadium.

He spoke about SPA’s keen-

ness on making sure about the
safety of the stadium and its
insistence to postpone the use
of Jaber Stadium until all techni-
cal observations were addressed
where some problems were
found earlier.

He said the role of SPA will
continue until the last person
leaves the stadium on Friday.

Jaber Stadium ready for a grand celebration

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mansour

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: GulfRun - powered by Zain - season is
back and kicking off with GulfRun 24HR Karting
Endurance 5 that will take place from December
17 - 19 at the SIRBB Circuit in Shuwaikh. GulfRun
and Pro-Vision Sports Management announced
that 20 teams have taken the challenge to par-
ticipate in the exciting 24 hour long karting
endurance race. 

This year also international teams will be par-
ticipating in this event. “There are participants
from Saudi Arabia and Bahrain including the
champion of Middle East also from Bahrain. The
20 participating teams present about 200 racers,
as each team should include between 4 - 12 pac-
ers. Apart of the teams registered there is a wait-
ing list for those who couldn’t participate due to
the limit of team. So in case a team didn’t attend
the next in the line may participate instead,”
Ahmad Al-Mudhaf, CEO GulfRun told Kuwait
Times.

Participation was open for interested individ-
uals from age 16 and above. “This year the par-
ticipation was opened for all nationalities and
both genders. The interest in this race was very
high so we have a long waiting list of those who
couldn’t participate. The main goal of this race is
to prepare the youth to participate internation-
ally, and to get training in safe place. Due to the
high interest, we decided to hold more than one
race per year to satisfy the wide audience,” he
further said.   

Ahmed Al-Majed, of Pro-Vision Sports
Management said, “We have a record number of
teams competing and look forward to an excit-
ing race at Sirbb Circuit. We witnessed a record
breaking amount of attendees last year, and
have many exciting events planned on and off-
track this year.”  Ahmed Al-Mudhaf of GulfRun
added that “We have lots in store this season
starting off with GulfRun 24HR Karting
Endurance 5 - we have four international racers
participating

SAFETY MEASURES
Waleed Al Khashti, Zain Kuwait’s Corporate

Communications and Relations Director said:
“Zain’s support to this much anticipated event
for the second year running stems from its
utmost responsibility of youth’s talent develop-
ment and the sports sector, which comes in line
with our Corporate Social Responsibility strate-
gy, especially that this exciting race was estab-
lished by a group of Kuwaiti youth”.

Zain is always sponsoring sports events. “We
were keen on taking part in this exciting event
yet again after the passion we found from the
youth during last year’s event. Zain is also high-

lighting its dedication to applying safety meas-
ures while driving as GulfRun is considered an
ideal and safe alternative to street racing which
threatens youth’s lives. Zain is the sponsor of
Zaid Ashkanani, the ME champion of Formula 2
and Porsche GT Cup, and Salah Bin Eidan the ME
champion in rally,” added Al Khashti. 

The GulfRun Karting Endurance Race follows
international regulations and certified marshals
fly in from the UK to regulate the race in accor-
dance to FIA regulations. The GulfRun Karting
Endurance Race was first launched in 2011 to
create an exciting competition in Kuwait that
aligns with GulfRun’s objective to promote auto-

mobile racing and training in a safe and secure
environment and karting is one of the pillars of
motorsports. 

GulfRun’s and Pro-Vision Sport Management
team extend their gratitude to the continuous
support by Kuwait ’s private sector, which
acknowledges the important role sport plays
amongst Kuwait’s youth. GulfRun 24HR Karting
Endurance Race is supported by a wide range of
sponsors: Title sponsorship by Zain; GR Karting
Pace Car: Audi; Platinum Sponsors Algida and
American Tax Bureau; Gold sponsorship by Slider
Station, The Correspondent, Al-Sawan and
Moonlight Studios, Kidsville.

Officials seen at the conference.

GulfRun season kicks off with 
GulfRun 24HR Karting Endurance 5

ROME: Rome organisers were celebrating
yestrday after the Italian capital won the
right to stage the 2022 edition of golf ’s
Ryder Cup for the first time.

“I’m very happy, because these things
do not happen at random, there’s been an
extraordinary amount of work done by our
bid team,” Rome’s bid co-ordinator Marco
Durante told AFP in a telephone interview
on Monday.  “I had the honour of co-ordi-
nating a great team, and now we’ve got the
result.”

The cream of world golf will descend on
the Marco Simone Golf and Country Club in
seven years’ time for the biennial contest
between Europe and the United States,
Ryder Cup organisers confirmed in a state-
ment.”The Italian capital city of Rome will
host The Ryder Cup for the first time in
2022,” it said, adding that the “golf’s great-
est team event will  be staged on the
Continent of Europe for the third time.”

Four nations - Austria, Germany, Italy
and Spain - had been competing for the
right to stage the 2022 edition.

Germany’s bid chief Marco Kaussler said
he was disappointed after failing for the
second successive time to persuade Ryder
Cup chiefs, having lost the 2018 tourna-
ment rights to France.

He told the SID news agency, an AFP
subsidiary: “Of course, we’re disappointed,
we had in all areas put in a reasonable, bal-
anced and sustainable application.”

After inspecting all four sites in recent
months, organisers finally plumped for
Rome, whose venue is only 17km from the
centre of the ‘Eternal City’. From the 17th
tee, players and fans alike can spot the
dome of Saint Peter’s Basilica on a clear
day, although the venue’s transport links to
the capital and its thousands of hotels were
key factors in the final decision, as well as
Italy’s pledge to use their staging of the
tournament to further develop the sport
throughout the country.

TICKING NEW BOXES
“I believe it will be a great push for our

golf movement, and increase participation
in our sport,” added Durante.However

Durante, a former golf pro turned lawyer,
believes Ryder Cup officials were swung
late in the day by the Italian golf federa-
tion’s proposal to boost the existing Italian
Open.

From 2017, it will come with prize mon-
ey totalling 7m euros.  “I think our project
bid was strong in each part, but our federa-
tion’s decision to make a bigger and
stronger Italian Open has probably given
us the last push,” he said.

“We proposed an event to be included
in the World Series, it will be a 7m euros
prize money event, which will start in 2017
because the 2016 schedule is already there.

“Every week we were ticking new box-
es... and we even added something at the
end that had not been part of the plans.
“Overall, the growth of our bid was the
most convincing thing.” The Ryder Cup
statement added: “The Italian bid was con-
sistently strong across all the areas evaluat-
ed and in particular in their pledge to
undertake a complete reconstruction of
the golf course at Marco Simone to the
highest standards demanded by Ryder Cup
Europe, in addition to a hugely significant
commitment to the Italian Open in terms of
guaranteeing a EUR7 million prize fund for
the championship for 11 years, beginning
in 2017.”

Founded by and still owned by celebrat-
ed fashion designer Laura Biagiotti and her
family, the Marco Simone Club hosted the
Italian Open in 1994.  Rome organisers now
have seven years in which to carry out the
course changes necessary to fully test the
mettle of the world’s top golfers Durante
added: “It ’s always been a very good
course, but we are ready to answer any
request from the Ryder Cup committee.”

Next year’s tournament will be held in
Hazeltine National in Minnesota, while
France will  host the 2018 event and
Whistling Straits in Wisconsin hosts the
2020 Ryder Cup, two years before it returns
to the old continent.  Europe have won six
out of the last seven editions of the Ryder
Cup including a 16 1/2 to 11/1/2 win at
Gleneagles, Scotland last year. —AFP

Rome to stage 
2022 Ryder Cup

CHON BURI:  European Tour veteran Thomas
Bjorn has described a proposed merger with
the Asian Tour as “the only way forward”,
despite concern among some Asian players.
Bjorn, who is chairman of the European Tour’s
tournament committee which represents
players’ interests, said Asian players shouldn’t
worry about losing playing opportunities if
the mega-tour goes ahead.  The proposal to
combine the tours’ business dealings and
memberships could be a game-changer, but
some Asian players are concerned about
being squeezed out by European stars.

However, Bjorn said the plan provided a
great opportunity for Asian pros-and denied
that Europe was trying to take over tourna-
ments in the region.  “A merger is the only way
forward,” Bjorn said at the Thailand Golf
Championship, which finished on Sunday.

“I appreciate some of the (Asian Tour) play-
ers are concerned, but they will actually bene-
fit from it... It will provide a great opportunity
for the young Asian players.”

The merger talks have coincided with a
shake-up at the Asian Tour, where CEO Mike
Kerr’s resignation was announced without
explanation last week.  The body’s board has
also seen a change in personnel, although the
Asian Tour has not responded to requests for
confirmation when approached by AFP.  When
asked about the merger situation, Indian vet-
eran Jeev Milkha Singh said in Thailand: “We
have a new board and we will wait to see what
they recommend.”

‘LET’S GET IT TOGETHER’ 
Bjorn said a merged tour would be particu-

larly good for younger players, who will bene-
fit from tougher competition and the chance
to play in Europe.  Including the four majors
and four World Golf Championship events, the
European Tour listed 48 tournaments on the
2015 season’s schedule, while the Asian Tour
had 28.

The two tours have a long history of coop-
eration, including co-sanctioning five tourna-
ments in Asia this year. “Talented Asian players
like Thongchai (Jaidee) and Jeev had to
change their style of play when they joined
the European Tour,” Bjorn said.  “They had to
learn the hard way, but eventually they adapt-
ed because they are talented and they have
done very well. A merger would speed up that
process.”

Bjorn added: “There is so much great talent
in Asia with lots of young players coming
through. If the young players join a combined
tour they will learn a lot quicker. It will be
great for them.”

European Tour CEO Keith Pelley, who is
spearheading the merger, flew to Macau in
October to address a meeting of Asian Tour
players. He later conceded some players are
hostile, although negotiations are continuing.
But Bjorn stressed: “The European Tour are not
trying to take over tournaments. We have a
full schedule as it is. But the combined efforts
of the two tours would make it very strong.

“Let’s get it together,” added the Dane. It
will be good for all players concerned, both on
the European and Asian Tour.” “The Asian Tour
players need not worry. It’s the only way for-
ward,” he said. — AFP

Europe-Asia merger is 
only way forward: Bjorn

NEWPORT: This is a Monday, Oct.  4, 2010 file photo of Europe’s Edoardo Molinari,
left, and Francesco Molinari, brothers from Italy, as they hold the trophy after Europe
won the 2010 Ryder Cup golf tournament at the Celtic Manor Resort in Newport,
Wales. The Ryder Cup is headed to Italy for the first time, with the Marco Simone club
in Rome chosen yesterdayto host golf’s biggest team event in 2022. — AP


