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The coalition has been battling Iran-backed rebels in
Yemen since March, and has provided loyalist forces
with troops and equipment as well as carrying out air
strikes on insurgent positions. Sahyan on Saturday met
Yemeni President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi who
awarded him with a medal of courage, according to
Yemen’s official sabanew.net. He was identified as com-
mander of the Saudi forces in provisional capital Aden,
where Hadi is based. The United Arab Emirates, playing
a key role in the Saudi-led coalition, confirmed the

death of its officer without specifying his rank. 
In early September, a similar rebel missile strike on a

coalition base in Yemen’s eastern Marib province killed
67 coalition soldiers, most of them Emiratis. So far at
least 80 people, mostly soldiers and border guards,
have been killed in Saudi Arabia because of the Yemen
conflict. The UAE says it has lost almost 70 soldiers so
far. Several Bahraini troops and one Qatari soldier have
been killed as part of the coalition operations. In Yemen
itself, the United Nations says more than 5,800 people
have been killed, about half of them civilians, and more
than 27,000 wounded since March. — Agencies  
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Dominic Grieve, head of a parliamentary committee
charged with overseeing Britain’s security services, said
he hoped Aamer would take part in an ongoing inquiry
into detainee treatment and rendition. “It would be
immensely helpful to us if both Shaker Aamer but also
the other detainees were to help us,” Grieve told BBC
Radio 4’s Today program. “And I say that fully under-
standing that in the end they might, after we publish
the report, say they still want a full judicial inquiry,” he
said.

In a series of cases still being considered by Britain’s
court, campaigners have called for the security services
to be put on trial for allegedly working together with the
United States on a programme to allow terror detainees
to be tortured.  In his interviews with British media,
Aamer claimed brutal treatment in detention and spoke
of his emotional reunion with his four children - one of
whom was born when he was already in detention.
Aamer said the treatment of detainees at Guantanamo
constituted a “war crime”, claiming that at different
points he was forced to drink sewage water, deprived of
sleep and hog-tied by his interrogators. — AFP  

Ex-Gitmo inmate wants ‘truth’ on UK...
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It said that based on the Audit Bureau report, the
ministry purchased large quantities of medical equip-
ment that it did not use and kept it in storage. It esti-
mated the cost of some of the equipment at KD 5 mil-
lion. The grilling accuses the health ministry of request-
ing extra funds of KD 17 million to pay for variation
orders to a local company for a contract worth only KD
20 million. The ministry action came although the gov-
ernment’s legal department ruled that the company is
not entitled to the funds.

The grilling also cites suspected financial violations
in a contract with a local company to register expatri-
ates in the medical insurance system. It said that the
ministry is still dealing with the company although the
contract expired in July 2014. It also said that the Audit
Bureau found that the number of medical insurance
certificates issued was less than the number of expatri-
ates who entered the country and the ministry alleged-
ly did not investigate the issue.

The grilling accused the minister of planning to sign
a “highly-suspicious” project for automated links
between the ministry and Kuwaiti health offices abroad
with a British company at a cost of around KD 55 mil-
lion. The two lawmakers also accused the minister of
being politically responsible for medical errors that
resulted in the death of six Kuwaitis and an expatriate
in public hospitals. They claimed the minister did not
initiate any investigation into the errors and only
issued media statements.

The grilling claims that the ministry has made a
number of purchases of drugs and medical equipment
at highly-inflated prices, sometimes more than double
the actual price. It cited several examples for such pur-
chases. The grilling also spoke of a large number of vio-
lations in contracts and projects by the ministry that
cost state coffers tens of millions of dinars, and claimed
the minister did not take any action. The grilling said
that the public health situation in Kuwait has deterio-
rated and the minister is directly responsible for the
chaotic conditions and must be held to account.

Two MPs file to grill health minister

TEHRAN: The tattooed young Iranian initially sparked won-
der and some envy when pictures of him with scantily-clad,
heavily made-up women, often more than one at a time,
went viral. In a morally conservative country, the obvious
breach of a female dress code was one thing. The compro-
mising poses the 14 women were captured in was another.
When the people who patrol Iran’s heavily filtered Internet
found out, the man known only as Vahid landed in jail.
Images of the women - pouting at the camera and mostly
wearing miniskirts and crop tops - spread via smartphones,
triggering both ridicule and outrage in the Islamic republic.

Jokes about Vahid - the authorities have not released his
surname - proliferated, yet he remains in custody and could
be prosecuted. The scandal has also provoked a wider debate
about smartphone use and the technology used to share
content. The pictures - and rumors about the main protago-
nist - spread rapidly on Telegram, the free-to-download
instant messaging app. Vahid, a 30-year-old real estate agent,
was quickly - and wrongly - said to own a Maserati and
expensive villa in northern Tehran. As if the infamy was not
bad enough - one media outlet dubbed him Don Juan - mat-
ters worsened when he took to Telegram again to say his
phone had been stolen, claiming the women were his sisters
and arguing that his privacy was invaded.

“Posting that video was the biggest mistake of my life,” he
was later quoted as saying in an apologetic media appear-
ance after being arrested by Iran’s Cyber Police. The force has
wide powers to screen the Internet for content deemed un-
Islamic. In the past eight months, 609 men and 114 women
have been arrested for cybercrimes because of alleged “eco-
nomic, moral and social” transgressions, official figures show.

No report of Vahid’s phone being stolen was ever filed,
according to police, and his plight has darkened since he was
detained and publicly shamed with pictures of him in hand-
cuffs and head in hands making the front page of several
newspapers. The case has become a cause celebre among
Telegram’s opponents, who say the app and others such as

WhatsApp and Viber, all used by millions, spread “immoral
content” from the West into the minds of Iranians.

Telegram is the most popular messaging service in Iran.
Children and teenagers use it to chat while youths organize
their social and love lives on it. Even grandmothers share
recipes on the app, often via its thousands of interest groups.
But the problems in controlling shared content could lead to
access being restricted. “If Telegram doesn’t take proper
measures to comply with our laws within a short time, this
body will move to filter it,” Abdul Samad Khorram Abadi, sec-
retary of Iran’s Committee for Specifying Cyber Crimes, said
last month. The committee is Iran’s highest IT regulator and it
decides which websites and services to censor.

Facebook and Twitter remain blocked in Iran but are
accessed by millions using easily available software.
Telegram’s rise poses a deeper dilemma - even the office of
the country’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, runs
public service channels on it, which, presumably, would lose
their purpose if the app was shut down and no-one in Iran
could use it. It also skirts other restrictions - a banned satel-
lite television channel has attracted 800,000 subscribers on
its Telegram channel, where comic material is easily shared.

Hassan Rouhani, Iran’s moderate president, has spoken
regularly about how attempts to block websites do not
work. With Internet use rising each year among a population
of 78 million, he has said a fresh approach is needed to tack-
le abuse. State intervention, however, remains prominent.
When Telegram was asked in September to stop “harmful”
content reaching Iran, the company took appropriate meas-
ures, according to Iran’s Telecommunications Minister
Mahmoud Vaezi.

But when new pornographic content surfaced, the app’s
owner Pavel Durov accused Iran of blocking the service, only
to apologise later when it emerged that bandwidth prob-
lems were to blame. The debate over inappropriate content
has also triggered conspiracy theories about Telegram and
calls for a clampdown. “Telegram’s headquarters are in Israel

and their servers are in the UK,” Ruhollah Momeninasab, an
IT specialist, said in a debate on national television this
month. The Berlin-based company rejected the remarks
regarding Iran’s arch-foe, saying it had “no connection at all”
to Israel.

With a high-level of smartphone use and 70 percent of
Iran’s population having access to the Internet, mobile apps
have transformed social lives. Masiha, 47, a housewife, runs
two small Telegram groups, one “for the ladies” and one
“mixed group for positive thinking and psychology”. “I spend
most of my spare time here,” she said. Fatemeh, 21, a sociolo-

gy student, is much the same. “I mostly use Telegram to
share content with my classmates and chat with my friends.”

Vahid’s case, however, has shown how private lives can
quickly become public with unintended consequences. As
well as facing possible criminal charges, several of the
women he was pictured with have launched legal action
against him, saying they were duped. “I had no relations
with him,” said Rojin, 23, noting that when she saw the pic-
tures on social media she telephoned Vahid, and told him: “I
either get really famous with this or my life will be
destroyed.”  — AFP 

A couple walks at the Tegeler lake in Berlin yesterday as the sun sets. —AFP

In Iran, sharing photos on mobile apps can mean jail


