
RIO DE JANEIRO: A protester with a mask depicting Brazilian President Dilma
Rousseff takes part in a demonstration in support of her impeachment, at
Copacabana beach. — AFP 

GREER: Tracy Hooker isn’t interested in debating the
merits of Donald Trump’s proposal to temporarily
block Muslims from coming into the United States.
She knows some people think it’s bigoted. That oth-
ers argue it’s impractical, legally dubious or both.
And that every other Republican running for presi-
dent has, in some way or another, rejected the idea
the plan is even worth talking about.

That’s why the hot dog stand worker in the con-
servative southern state of South Carolina says
Trump is “my guy.” In the wake of the attacks in Paris
and shootings in San Bernardino, she and other
Trump supporters say the Republican presidential
frontrunner is the only one is taking on what they
believe is a clear and present danger to America and
its citizens.

“Think about it. You don’t know what you’ve got
here. You’ve got no clue,” she said of the Muslim
tourists, immigrants and refugees Trump wants to
temporarily bar from coming to the US. “You don’t
know if they like us. You don’t know if they hate us,”
said Hooker, 47, of Greer, South Carolina. “You don’t
know why they’re here.”

‘We are at war’ 
The widespread condemnation of the billionaire’s

plan is simply baffling to Hooker and the dozens of
Trump supporters interviewed in the past week by
The Associated Press in Iowa, New Hampshire and
South Carolina, the states that kick off the presiden-
tial nominating contests.

“When you’re in war, you have to take steps that
are not American to protect yourself and defend the
country,” said Margaret Shontz, of Iowa, as she arrived
at a Trump campaign stop in Des Moines on Friday.

Iowa’s Dale Witmer, 90, a registered Republican
and Word War II veteran who likes Trump and conser-
vative Texas Sen. Ted Cruz, embraced the Muslim ban
as a “great idea.” He said he was taken aback by the
backlash: “I don’t know how to comprehend that.”

Trump made the proposal a week ago, releasing a
statement on Dec. 7 that called for “a total and com-
plete shutdown of Muslims entering the United
States until our country’s representatives can figure
out what the hell is going on.”

An NBC News/Wall Street Journal poll released
last week found that at 57 percent, a solid majority of
Americans, oppose Trump’s proposal. A CBS News
poll also found nearly six-in-10 Americans opposed
the ban, with two-thirds saying it goes against the
country’s founding principles. But Republicans are
far more receptive; 54 percent voiced support for the

ban in the CBS poll.
Trump’s campaign said the proposed ban would

apply to “everyone,” including individuals seeking to
immigrate to the US as well as those looking to visit
as tourists. As the week progressed, Trump began to
fill in additional details. He said American citizens,
including Muslim members of the military, would be
exempt, as would certain world leaders and athletes
coming to the US to compete.

‘It’s temporary’ 
“By the way, it’s not total and complete. And it’s

temporary,” Trump said Sunday in an interview with
CNN. “You’re going to have exceptions. You’re going
to have people coming in and you are going to get
people in.”

New Hampshire state Rep. Stephen Stepanek,
Trump’s campaign co-chairman in the state, said the
reaction to Trump’s proposal fit the pattern of his
campaign: First outrage, then a realization Trump hit
the nail on the head. “He’s always one step ahead of
all the other politicians in pointing out a problem.
And everybody’s outraged. And then all of a sudden

they start analyzing what he said and realize, ‘Oh my
god, he’s right,’ “he said.

While Trump has brushed back criticisms, includ-
ing from some Republicans, that his idea smacks of
bigotry, some of his backers take that charge person-
ally. At Cannon’s restaurant in Greer, South Carolina,
not too far from Rosie’s hot dog stand, manager
Tammy Holcombe argued “everybody’s getting too
offended by this.” Another Cannon’s employee, 50-
year-old Wayne Weathers, chimed in: “The drive-by
media says everybody’s a racist who supports Trump.
That’s ridiculous.”

Among some Trump supporters, even those who
agree with his proposal, there are some concerns -
usually about how the bombastic former reality TV
star is selling his ideas. “I agree with him, mostly,” said
Greg Spearman, 46, who owns an electrical firm in
Greer. “But there’s certainly a better way to say it.” Still
other backers said they simply don’t take Trump’s
plan at face value. And Trump himself has even sug-
gested his proposed ban was intended to stir up
reaction. “Without the ban,” he said Sunday, “you’re
not going to make the point.” — AP 
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CORONA: From the suburbs of Los Angeles to
the outskirts of Washington, DC, mosques
around the United States are warily stepping
up security in the face of growing fears about
reprisals on American Muslims.

The increasing safety concerns described
by American Islamic leaders - and the steps
they are taking in response, including hiring
armed guards - represent the flip side of the
rising public anxiety about Islamic State-
inspired terror after attacks in Paris and San
Bernardino, California. The call by Republican
presidential contender Donald Trump to ban
Muslims from entering the United States only
amplified concerns about an anti-Islamic back-
lash at mosques and community centers, reli-
gious leaders and organizers say.

Security facilities 
At least two mosques - one in Phoenix and

the other in suburban Virginia - are working
with the Department of Homeland Security to
check up on the security their facilities provide
for worshippers in recent weeks. Others report
taking a range of steps, including hiring armed

guards, because of fears that an American
mosque could be a target for an attack.

“We are always concerned about lone wolf
attacks,” said Usama Shami, president of a
Phoenix mosque that has been working with
the Department of Homeland Security to
review its security measures since the Paris
attack last month.

Over the weekend, police arrested a 23-
year-old man suspected of setting a fire at a
Southern California mosque in what authori-
ties are describing as a hate attack, following
the massacre of 14 people in San Bernardino
on Dec 2 by a Muslim couple, US-born Syed
Rizwan Farook, 28, and his Pakistani-born wife
Tashfeen Malik, 29. Authorities have not said if
the suspect was motivated by the shooting.

That fire set on Friday at the entrance of
the Islamic Society of the Coachella Valley
caused no injuries. But it charred the building’s
stucco front entrance and left it littered with
debris. The FBI is also investigating an incident
in Philadelphia in which someone drove past a
mosque and threw a severed pig’s head at it
from a passing truck as a possible hate crime.

On Thursday, the Council on American-
Islamic Relations, an advocacy group, was
forced to evacuate its office on Capitol Hill
after receiving a letter containing white pow-
der. The note said, “Die a painful death,
Muslims,” CAIR attorney Maha Sayed said. “Our
fear is at a pretty high level at this time, given
the anti-Muslim rhetoric going on,” said Sayed.

‘Fearful’ security guards quit
Given the rising tensions, some mosques

say they have struggled to hire and keep secu-
rity guards. In Dulles, Virginia, a suburb of
Washington with a large Muslim community
center, security guards abruptly quit after the
San Bernardino attacks, said Rizwan Jaka,
chairman of the All Dulles Area Muslim
Society. “Security guards resigned because
they were fearful of getting hurt in the back-
lash,” Jaka said. “People were concerned.”

The mosque has now hired armed guards
and the imam of the mosque, Mohamed
Magid, said security had been increased for
programs in which children take part. “We are
concerned about the feeling in the larger com-

munity about Muslims,” he said. Jaka said that
after the San Bernardino shooting federal law
enforcement officials had also completed a
security assessment for the mosque.

At the East Plano Islamic Center near
Dallas, Texas, Nadim Bashir, the imam, said the
mosque had hired an armed security guard
ever since the Paris attacks.  “We’re just trying
to ramp up our efforts in the community and
get a better name,” said Bashir.

A mosque in Corona, California, which, like
San Bernardino, is a working-class suburb on
the dusty eastern edge of Los Angeles, has
spent $10,000 over the past two weeks to
increase security. It is now asking for dona-
tions from the congregation to defer that
expense, Imam Obair Katchi told Reuters.

The Islamic Society of Corona-Norco has
also put up a banner on its website denounc-
ing the San Bernardino attack. The mosque
has faced extra scrutiny after it emerged that
Enrique Marquez, who supplied guns used in
the San Bernardino massacre, had once
attended. “The Muslim community stands
shoulder to shoulder with our fellow

Americans in repudiating any twisted mindset
that would claim to justify such sickening acts
of violence. We encourage everyone to be
extra vigilant,” the mosque’s website says. Not
all mosques see the need for new security.
Mufti Ikram Ul Haq at the Rhode Island Masjid
Al-Islam said the mosque there is relying on a
police presence during prayer times.

“We have surveillance. We lock our doors
and we have an alarm system,” he said. Local
police, Haq said, “have been increasing patrols
around our places of worship, and that gives us
enough sense of security.” The FBI will not
release data on hate crimes for 2015 until next
year. Some critics, including CAIR, say the official
statistics undercount reported incidents target-
ing Muslims. For 2014, FBI data showed that out
of 1,140 victims of anti-religious hate crimes,
approximately 16 percent were victims of an
anti-Islamic bias. “Anecdotally, there is no ques-
tion that we have had something of a flood of
anti-Moslem hatred and hate crimes,” said Mark
Potok, a senior fellow at the Montgomery,
Alabama-based Southern Poverty Law Center, a
civil rights group. — Reuters 

Rising safety concerns for American mosques 

Trump backers confused by 

Muslim proposal criticism
‘You don’t know if they hate us’

SAO PAULO: Thousands took to the streets in
cities across Brazil on Sunday demanding that
embattled President Dilma Rousseff-facing a
weak economy and calls for her impeachment-
be removed from office. Rousseff is fighting for
her political life as she stands accused of illegal
budgeting maneuvers that she says were long-
accepted practices by previous governments.

A one-time political prisoner during the
1964-1985 military regimes, Rousseff derides
the attempt to bring her down as a “coup.”
“Time has shown that Dilma is unable to gov-
ern. She’s thrown the country down a well,”
argued Adriano de Queiroz, 36, a protester in
the capital, Brasilia. One small bit of good news
for Rousseff was that turnout at the rallies, seen
as a barometer of the national mood, was lower
than expected.

The turnout hit a total of about 83,000
across 87 cities, the Globo G1 news website cit-
ed police as saying. Organizers disputed that
figure, saying that 407,000 had marched in
protest. Either way, the figures are sharply lower
than the 2.4 million anti-Rousseff marchers that
took to the streets on March 15, or the nearly
900,000 that marched in mid-August.

Just days ago, pro-Rousseff and opposition
lawmakers shoved and screamed at each other
in Congress during a vote to form an impeach-
ment commission. But protesters in the streets
were much calmer Sunday. In Brasilia, thou-
sands marched peacefully behind a giant inflat-

able Rousseff dressed up as Pinocchio. And
about 30,000 rallied in the country’s wealthy
industrial and financial hub Sao Paulo, G1
reported.

Fourth national protest wave 
It was the fourth time this year that demon-

strators across the sprawling nation of 204 mil-
lion marched to demand the removal of the
country’s first female president. Organizers
blamed the weak turnout on calling the march
with just 15 days notice. “We were expecting
fewer people (on Sunday) because in the other
marches we had two to three months to organ-
ize ourselves,” said Kim Kataguiri, national coor-
dinator for the Brazil Libre protest group.

Kataguiri told AFP at the Sao Paulo rally to
expect much larger protest marches next year.
The turmoil is stirring strong passions in Brazil,
where Rousseff’s leftist Workers’ Party has been
in power since 2003 with the help of its ally
PMDB. The protests come as Brazil prepares to
host the 2016 Summer Olympics in Rio de
Janeiro, the first time the Games will be held in
South America.

Political uncertainty is adding to the coun-
try’s economic woes, with GDP down 4.5 per-
cent in the third quarter year-on-year, and the
national currency down a third against the dol-
lar this year.  A vast corruption scandal centered
on state oil giant Petrobras has also under-
mined investor confidence. — AFP 

Brazil impeachment protests 

smaller but still determined

LOS ANGELES: A black man who was fatally shot
by Los Angeles County Sheriff’s deputies kept
holding a gun as he lay dying on the ground,
authorities said Sunday in response to questions
about why they continued to fire on the man
after he fell to the pavement. A close-up from
security footage showed 28-year-old Nicholas
Robertson stretched out on the ground with a
gun in his hand. He died at the scene Saturday
morning in the south Los Angeles suburb of
Lynwood.

Two deputies fired 33 bullets at the man after
he refused to drop the gun and walked across a
busy street to a filling station where a family
member was pumping gas, homicide Capt.
Steven Katz said. “When he collapsed, his arms
were underneath him, and the gun was still in his
hand. There was never a time when the weapon
was not in his possession,” Katz said.

Asked if the officers were white, Katz said no
but would not elaborate. He said one had been
working in the field for about a year, the other for
about 18 months. Police confronted Robertson as
they investigated 911 calls from witnesses who
saw a man firing a gun into the air. Witnesses said
he was walking down a residential street and
then through a busy commercial area holding
the weapon and acting strangely.

Caught on camera 
Witnesses told authorities that Robertson

reportedly fired six to seven rounds and briefly
went into a car wash and a pizza parlor before
deputies arrived. Deputies spotted the man in
front of the gas station, where two women and
three children were inside a car, and they ordered
him to drop the gun, Katz said. But he refused
and at one point pointed the gun in the deputies’
direction, Katz added.

The gun was not registered to Robertson and
has not been reported stolen. Detectives are try-
ing to track it, Katz said. Robertson may have
been in a dispute at home with his spouse before
he went out on the street, but authorities have

yet to verify that report, Katz said.
Video, apparently from a cellphone, appeared

on several media sites. It appears to show
deputies firing about two dozen bullets, includ-
ing several rounds after Robertson falls and is
crawling on the ground. “They shot him in his
shoulder, and he was crawling,” Pamela Brown,
Robertson’s mother-in-law, told Los Angeles tele-
vision station KCAL. “He left three kids behind,
two daughters and a son. What, they could have
Tasered him or anything.”

Robertson’s wife declined to speak with the
Associated Press, providing only a photo of their
children. Earlier, she told the Los Angeles Times
that her husband was a stay-at-home father who
didn’t engage in crime. “Anytime you see him,
you see him with the kids,” Nekesha Robertson
said. “He’d take them to and from school. Help
them with homework. He’s a daddy - that’s his
job. He didn’t do nothing else.” Nekesha
Robertson said her mother-in-law had called her
shortly before the shooting to say her husband
was under the influence of alcohol. She said she
was on her way to get him and had stopped at
the same gas station to buy milk before the
shooting happened. Other relatives said the
shooting was unjustified and that Robertson may
not have heard the deputies’ call to drop the gun.

‘Point-blank murder’ 
“This man never turned at you and looked at

you or pointed the gun at you. Nothing,” said
Nekesha Robertson’s cousin, Monica Reddix.
“What they did yesterday was ... point-blank mur-
der.” Robertson’s death comes at a time of increas-
ing criticism of police use of force after several
killings of black men by officers have been
caught on video in California and throughout the
nation. On Dec 2, five San Francisco officers shot
and killed Mario Woods, 26, in the city’s gritty
Bayview neighborhood after they say he refused
commands to drop an 8-inch knife he was carry-
ing.  Police were responding to a stabbing report
when they encountered Woods. — AP 

Man fatally shot by LA 

police held on to gun

TENNESSEE: It took about two days for
the FBI to announce it was investigating
the Dec 2 attack that killed 14 in San
Bernardino, California, as an act of terror.
Nearly five months after the killing of
five military personnel in Chattanooga,
Tennessee, authorities have carefully
avoided using the same wording about
the attack by a Kuwaiti-born gunman. As
a practical matter, labeling Chattanooga
a terror attack would make its victims
eligible for the Purple Heart, which if
awarded would entitle their survivors to
additional payments and benefits.

There’s also a key difference between
Chattanooga and San Bernardino in
terms of how publicly authorities have

announced investigative details and
drawn conclusions, said former federal
prosecutor David S. Weinstein: the
ramped-up visibility of extremism after
the deadly attacks in Paris blamed on
adherents to the Islamic State extremist
group. 

“What has changed is US and world
perception about terrorists and how the
US is combating terrorism,” he said. “That
national pulse about terrorism is high.”
At a news conference the day of the
Chattanooga shooting, then-US
Attorney Bill Killian said the shooting
was being investigated as an act of ter-
rorism. Minutes later, he backtracked,
saying the investigation would deter-

mine whether it was terrorism or some
other crime.

To terror or not to terror 
The closest federal authorities have

come since to calling Chattanooga a ter-
ror attack was Dec 6, when President
Barack Obama addressed the nation
from the Oval Office after San
Bernardino. The president noted that as
the US has improved in preventing
large-scale assaults like those on Sept
11, 2001, “terrorists turned to less com-
plicated acts of violence like the mass
shootings that are all too common in
our society.” Obama then cited both
Chattanooga and San Bernardino, as
well as the 2009 shootings at Fort Hood,
Texas, that killed 13 people and wound-
ed 32 more. The Fort Hood attack, initial-
ly called an instance of workplace vio-
lence by many authorities, resulted in
the murder conviction and death sen-
tence of Nidal Hasan, a former US Army
major who said during his court-martial
he believed he was defending Taliban
leaders from American troops.

Joyce McCants, a spokeswoman for
the FBI in Knoxville, Tennessee, which
oversees Chattanooga, said Thursday
that the bureau is likely to provide an
updated statement this week about the
July 16 killings by Muhammad Youssef
Abdulazeez. Abdulazeez, 24, was fatally
shot by police after opening fire at a mil-
itary recruiting center and then driving
to a reserve center, where he killed four
Marines and a sailor.

Within hours of the shooting,
Attorney General Loretta Lynch issued a
statement describing a “national security
investigation” - which immediately sug-

gested the possibility of terrorism. No
such statement came from the Justice
Department on the night of the San
Bernardino attacks as investigators
worked to determine a motive.

Kuwaiti born citizen 
Initially, authorities described

Abdulazeez, a naturalized US citizen
born in Kuwait, as a homegrown violent
extremist. Vice President Joe Biden said
at a memorial for the Chattanooga dead
that Abdulazeez was a “perverted
jihadist” who may have been inspired to
become “a single lone wolf to commit a
savage act.”

In the days after the San Bernardino
massacre, the FBI labeled the married
couple behind the attack terrorists who
had been “radicalized” with Islamic
extremist views. The word “terrorism” is
used by civilians and government offi-
cials alike to describe many killings that
may have political or religious over-
tones, but terrorism is also a federal
criminal charge. In essence, federal code
defines terrorism as any one of a list of
violent acts that is “calculated to influ-
ence or affect the conduct of govern-
ment by intimidation or coercion, or to
retaliate against government conduct.”

The Associated Press reported previ-
ously that Abdulazeez had visited an
uncle in Jordan before the Chattanooga
shooting, but it’s not clear if that visit
prompted him to adopt extremist views.
Soon after the attack, investigators
found writings from Abdulazeez that ref-
erence Anwar Al-Awlaki, a US-born cleric
who encouraged and inspired attacks
on the homeland and was killed in a US
drone strike in 2011. — AP

5 months after Chattanooga, 

feds quiet on any terror links

SOUTH CAROLINA: Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump speaks at a town
hall meeting in the Convocation Center on the University of South Carolina Aiken cam-
pus. — AP

CHATTANOOGA: In this Friday, July 17, 2015 file photo, an FBI investi-
gator investigates the scene of a shooting outside a military recruit-
ing center. — AP


