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The battle Kuwait’s sports arena recently witnessed
outside the pitch after a football match between
Jahra and Khaitan in His Highness the Crown

Prince’s Cup was not and will not be the last in succes-
sive sport farces. The dreadful scenes of assaulting the
referees do not only harm Kuwait’s image, they also do a
lot of damage to its people and sports history that we
barely have parts of left. 

We definitely call for taking all possible legal actions
against those responsible and activating KFA’s charter
against them. However, the whole scene calls for a stand.
On the one hand, the number of those involved in the
fight exceeded the number of fans who watched the
match, which indicates that they are no longer interest-
ed in football to support their teams the way fans did in
1960s when simple playfields were flooded with fans
standing behind fences surrounding the pitch regardless
of hot or cold weather. 

Yes, indeed. We miss that wonderful time when foot-
ballers were fit all through the season and kept playing
until they were almost 40 despite lack of modern med-
ical and sport equipment, vitamins and manufactured
proteins. They also played on very rough pitches without

getting any handsome rewards, seasonal transfers
between clubs or media exposure. Nonetheless, our
sports reached stardom and creativity levels! 

We feel sorry for sports built on dedication that were
not regulated by laws. They were rather regulated by
norms that soon turned into commitment and respect
that gave sports more prestige, honor and manners. This
is the opposite of what we see nowadays. Laws and reg-
ulations are torn between politics and personal interests
and are not equally and fairly applied to all, with the
result of losing this sport and officially suspending our
participation in foreign competitions. In addition, the
remains we still domestically have are very disfigured
because of the ill manners we have been witnessing. 

After all, sports is an indicator of development and
government management. The more those develop, the
more it does as well. However, if sports reaches very bad
levels, this is but a real reflection of the general condition
of the state where everything is deteriorating including
political, economic, cultural or social performance. That
scene of the Jahra football match battle is the same,
dominating everything in Kuwait with only one slight
difference - location and the culprits. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 
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Ahandsome, nice-looking man once stood
boasting before Socrates, who told him to
‘speak so that he could see him’, which indicates

that a man’s true essence lies in the way he thinks and
acts, not in his looks. Fake appearances have been
tearing our GCC societies apart and everybody is now
talking about the latest world-famous brands in GCC
markets in order to purchase them, though a wise
man once said “famous brands are nothing but a pro-
motional lie invented by smart people to rob the rich,
but ended up believed by the poor!” 

I recently attended a wedding held in a hotel
adjacent to a famous shopping mall and after the
wedding, a friend asked to go into the mall to buy
something for his wife. Going into a store full of
famous international brands, he asked about the
price of a pair of shoes, and to our surprise, the
salesman said it was KD 500. “Does anybody actually
pay that much for a pair of shoes?!” I asked the sales-
man, who smiled and asked me to check the price of
another pair, which was even higher. 

“Many people like boasting by buying such
expensive shoes. They even brag about purchasing
certain items from certain places. Some of them may
borrow to buy such things or even use credit cards
to show others that they are wealthy enough and

have no problem in buying whatever they want,
while they are really penniless,” said the wise sales-
man, adding that stores such as his would have
closed down if it had not been for such customers.
My friend and I left without buying anything, of
course. 

It really makes me sad how some people are keen
on false appearances and pretense without knowing
that an arrogant person is like someone standing on
top of a mountain, seeing people as tiny, without
realizing that they, as well, see him as tiny! 

Going to such malls, one can see examples of
such sick-minded people without knowing any rea-
son for their sickness. This reminds me of a story
when a rich arrogant man saw a poor man
approaching. “As usual, these scum - poor people -
keep following me for charity,” he said, but was
astonished when the poor man reached out hand-
ing him his wallet. “You dropped this, sir”, said the
poor man. 

Finally, we have to know that our Prophet (PBUH)
was very modest and stressed that Allah does not
like arrogant people because we will all be buried
under the same dirt one day, leaving nothing behind
but good memories and reputation. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 
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By Sami Al-Khorafi

Before going into our column today, we should
explain the title. It is a Kuwaiti proverb that simply
means “when someone comes with an excuse

before doing something”. I do not know why I recall this
proverb every time I read or hear something related to the
issue of gender segregation at the university, which was
passed by the National Assembly in 1996. Regardless of the
circumstances of its approval and the hands that worked
for it, the issue of segregation remains, and here is where
our issue starts and here comes the proverb “prepare the
medicine before the injury”.

It refers to our National Assembly, which prepares
excuses before it takes any action, so the following assem-
blies come in and discuss issues that were approved with-
out studies and enough and full preparation, and the best
example we are going through now is gender segregation.

Before those who separated genders in 1996 Assembly did
it, and after many assemblies came following that decision,
we ask them a few questions:

Did Kuwait have enough university buildings, so what
was passed by our respected Assembly could be applied
on the students? Did the legislative and executive
branches build universities that can accommodate the
decision’s requirements? Where are the Kuwait University
rectors over that decision? Why did you today, all of a
sudden, dealt with and referred the proposal to satellite
channels? Did you, after failing to implement the deci-
sion in deteriorated universities, refer the matter to the
people?

Many questions come out from that decision and oth-
er similar decisions, so we can only say: “Prepare the med-
icine before the injury.” Yes, you passed the segregation
law and you do not have the facilities to implement it, just
to appease some over the fate of a nation, and after the
appeasement, and as some have forgotten that decision,
there come some people today to discuss it when you
failed to implement it for many reasons, and now you
bring it up to cancel it by the people who gave you confi-
dence with their faith.

—Translated by Kuwait Times 
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Crime
R e p o r t

Eleven arrested for

using ‘fake fingerprint’

KUWAIT: Eleven Kuwaiti citizens were found using “sili-
cone fingerprints” on behalf of 344 employees at the
ministry of electricity and water in Khairan, Zour, Mina
Abdullah, Khaitan and Salmiya. Criminal detectives
learned about the forgery and launched an investiga-
tion, and were able to catch the forgers red-handed
with the silicone prints, for which they used to charge
KD 50 per month each.

Taxi driver robbed

A man claiming to be a policeman hit a taxi driver in
his eye and stole his money, mobile phone and IDs
before escaping. The Indian driver was in Andalus
when a seemingly angry man stopped behind him
and told him, “Can’t you stop properly?” He then
punched him and stole the items. A pedestrian told
police about what happened, so they came with an
ambulance to the scene. Investigations are under-
way. Meanwhile, an Egyptian man accused three
persons of beating him and taking KD 980 that
belonged to the company he works for. He went to
Nugra police station and gave policemen a medical
report stating the injuries he suffered. Detectives
began working on the case.

Drunk driver arrested

A citizen who was drunk told police at a checkpoint in
Nugra: “I am really drunk and not in the mood for any-
thing.” Police found a glass in his hand, and a bottle and
a half of imported liquor. The man was arrested and tak-
en to Nugra police station for further legal action.

Search for reckless driver

A citizen complained against a driver who escaped
after ramming her car when she ignored him. A
security source said a citizen told Sharq police sta-
tion that while driving on Arabian Gulf Road, a man
harassed her, but when she ignored him, he hit her
car and escaped. She gave police the license plate
number of the car, and detectives are investigating.

Arab 
World 
crises

Campers’ dispute

Abdullah Port policemen arrested a citizen who threat-
ened the owner of a camp of killing his horse with a
knife he was carrying, then smashed the window of a
patrol car. Police received a call from a man about a per-
son who attacked him in his Wafra camp, with whom he
had previous disputes. Police went to the scene, arrest-
ed the suspect and took the knife that was with him,
and put him in the patrol car. The police source said the
suspect smashed the rear window in an attempt to
escape but failed. —Al-Rai
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Arab citizen

KUWAIT: Commenting on withdrawing the cit-
izenship of cleric Nabil Al-Awadhi, the Ministry
of Interior’s Assistant Undersecretary for
Citizenship and Passports Major General Mazen
Al-Jarrah stressed that MP Kamel Al-Awadhi
arranged for a meeting with him (Jarrah) prior
to the withdrawal of the citizenship, in which
Awadhi offered to “do anything to cancel the
decision”.  Speaking in a meeting at writer Saad
Al-Motesh’s National Unity Diwaniya in
Sulaibikhat, Jarrah stressed that meeting him
at Awadhi’s diwaniya in Daiyah, Nabil Al-
Awadhi told him that he was “ready to do any-
thing the authorities wanted him to do and
asked for 24 hours grace to ‘turn Twitter upside
down’. He meant to arrange things with his
allies,” Jarrah said. 

Speaking about the new Kuwaiti passports,
Jarrah said that DNA tests will be a condition
to issue them with the aim of building a data-
base with citizens’ DNA information. He
explained that issuance of the new passports
would start by the beginning of the year, start-
ing with diplomats before offering it to all citi-

zens through service centers, where a special
criminal investigation clerk would be present
to do the DNA tests for applicants. “DNA will
be a condition to register babies older than six
months, be born in or outside Kuwait in order

to prevent unlawfully adding anybody to citi-
zenship files,” he explained, noting that he fol-
lowed up this measure with a ruling family
member. 

bedoons
Speaking about bedoons, Jarrah dared for-

mer speaker of the house Ahmed Al-Saadoun
to raise the subject now and expressed amaze-
ment at his comment on withdrawing former
MP Abdullah Al-Barghash’s citizenship. Jarrah
also denied any intention to withdraw the citi-
zenship of columnist Mohammed Al-Weshaihi,
noting that he willingly left the country and
that he would not have been able to do so if he
was in violation of any laws. 

“The bedoon issue is becoming more like a
boil that everybody was afraid to approach
except me...I cut it open”, he added, explaining
the central apparatus or illegal residents would
continue granting bedoons Comoros citizen-
ship for those who want it. “This citizenship is
officially approved by the Comoros president
and speaker in a bilateral agreement”, he

added, denying any intention to deport them
once they get the citizenship. “They will be giv-
en residency visas and a chance to get Kuwaiti
citizenship in the future as long as they do not
break any laws,” he added. 

Jarrah explained that an agreement was
made with the Comoros to economically sup-
port them, build special residential complexes
and schools in addition to a branch of the
Zakat House for bedoons there. He also noted
that Kuwait was currently consulting with Iraq,
Syria, Iran and Saudi Arabia to investigate and
uncover bedoons’ real nationalities. He added
that the total number of bedoons registered in
the 1965 census were 34,000, and the state
was entitled to consider granting citizenship to
any of them if it wished to do so, while 80,000
unregistered others were unlawfully added
and their files would be completely ignored.
Finally, Jarrah stressed that he was ready to
tour bedoons’ diwaniyas in Sulaibiya and Taima
to explain the advantages of getting Comoros
citizenship for those wishing to legalize their
stay in Kuwait. —Al-Rai
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KUWAIT: Members of the ‘Majority Bloc’
opposing the one-vote parliamentary
elections system law were hosted in a
seminar organized by Al-Rai to get their
opinions and assessment of their ‘boy-
cotting’ experience now, three years
since it was established after the 2012
parliament was dissolved. 

Answering the question, the Public
Constitutional Movement (Hashd) mem-
ber and former MP Ali Al-Deqbasi said
that electoral systems should be amend-
ed by laws responding to public
demands. “We currently need a new
political scene that ensures the partici-
pation of the majority and the opposi-
tion in political life,” he said, pointing out
that the problem was beyond the parlia-
ment. “Some parties are trying to deface
the opposition and mix things up in
order to act solely,” he underlined,
explaining that everybody was free to
decide whether to run in the coming

election or not, but stressed that he
would still boycott it in view of the cur-
rent system. 

On his part, member of the
Development and Reform Bloc, former
MP Dr Waleed Al-Tabtabaei said speak-
ing about parliamentary elections seems
insignificant in view of the recent region-
al developments. “Let us be sure that
Kuwait will last 18 months more, then let
us talk about elections,” he warned. He
stressed that his bloc would continue
boycotting parliamentary elections even
if the elections were made the following
day. “The government may someday see
reason and return rights to citizens...but
it is currently very snobbish and refuses
dialogue,” he said, pointing out that the
public opinion was dissatisfied with the
current situation and believes that the
opposition’s participation in the election
would not straighten things up. 

“We believe it will only make things

worse because the government has to
undo what it has done,” he added noting
that liberties were becoming less every
day, reminding that citizens could go to
Irada Square to voice their complaints,
but now everybody is afraid to do so. 

Member of the Salafist Islamic
Alliance Abdullatif Al-Omairi said that it
would be wrong to speak about the
one-vote electoral system as a fact and
warned that if it is taken for granted,
that would be the end of the people. “It
is not a matter of the electoral law itself,
it is rather a matter of legislative authori-
ties,” he underlined, pointing out that
driven by depression and hopes for a
better future, some of the voters who
had boycotted the previous elections
may take part in the coming elections.
“They cannot be more wrong because
the government has destroyed the par-
liament regardless of our participation,”
he rued.  —Al-Rai
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Kandari’s release
KUWAIT: Well-informed sources said that the US
Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter has signed the
release of the Kuwaiti Guantanamo Bay detainee Fayez

Al-Kandari. The sources
explained that this step
was preceded by other
procedures and measures
taken to free Kandari and
return him to Kuwait.
“Signing the release is an
important step towards
putting an end to the suf-
ferings of the last Kuwaiti
Guantanamo detainee,”
stressed the sources.
Notably, the US had
agreed last month to

transfer 33 Guantanamo detainees as part of President
Barak Obama’s efforts to empty the prison of all
detainees. —Al-Rai

KUWAIT: Residency affairs detectives discovered 30
fake companies including 18 that only existed nominal-
ly and had no offices at all, said security sources. The
sources explained that in collaboration with the man-
power authority and under direct instructions from the
Interior Ministry ’s Assistant Undersecretary for
Citizenship and Residency Affairs Major General Mazen

Al-Jarrah, the detectives discovered that 430 workers
had been sponsored by fake companies who brought
them to Kuwait and left them to seek other jobs in local
markets, posing considerable security threats. The
sources said that a large number of these laborers had
been arrested and interrogated while a search is still in
progress for the others where they live or work in

Mirqab, Hawally and Sharq’s vegetable and fruits mar-
ket. The source also highlighted that this step comes
within the instructions given by MSAL Minister Hind Al-
Subaih to cooperate with residency detectives in a bid
to fight visa traffickers and reduce marginal and loose
labor in order to ultimately create a demographic bal-
ance in Kuwait. —Al-Rai

Fayez-Al-Kandari

Residency detectives bust 30 fake companies 


