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KUWAIT: Kyrgyz President Almazbek Atambayev
yesterday wrapped up a three-day official visit to
the country during which he held formal talks with
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah.

He was seen off at the airport by His Highness
the Amir, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, National
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanim, His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Minister of Amiri
Diwan Affairs Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
Deputy Premier and Minister of Defense Sheikh
Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah, Deputy Premier and
Minister Finance and Acting Minister of Oil Anas Al-
Saleh, senior State officials, ranking chiefs of the
Army, the Police and the National Guards.

Investment opportunities
On Sunday, Atambayev invited Kuwaiti

investors to visit his country to explore the major
investment opportunities there. Addressing the
first meeting of the Kuwaiti-Kyrgyz investment
forum, Atambayev said that his country has prom-
ising economic resources in several domains like
mineral wealth, agriculture, tourism, transport and

electricity. He added that several opportunities are
provided to all foreign investors seeking to benefit
from the country’s continued economic develop-
ment. Russia and China have the largest invest-
ments in Kyrgyzstan, he said, urging all Arab coun-
tries, mainly Kuwait, to benefit from Kyrgyzstan’s
available opportunities and its developed invest-
ment atmosphere. He noted that Kyrgyzstan could
multiply the size of foreign investments within four
years, thanks to the stability of trade atmosphere
and keenness of government on meeting the
needs of foreign investors.

Kyrgyzstan has tremendous mineral resources,
mainly gold, silver and coal, and there are invest-
ments worth $100 million in one mine over the last
few years, he made clear. He said the country’s
investment laws guarantee the protection of for-
eign investors and help businessmen start their
projects without facing hindrances or problems.
Atambayev looks forward to promoting economic
relations with the Arab countries, mainly the State
of Kuwait. He said that the political reforms, adop-
tion of the parliamentary system, and the develop-
ment of the country’s institutions have contributed
largely to changing Kyrgyzstan’s economic map
compared with situation in the country 25 years
ago. As for agriculture, Atambayev revealed that his
country produces many kinds of fruit and vegeta-
bles, thanks to rivers and natural water sources
which generate electricity.

Trade exchange
Meanwhile, Deputy Chairman of Kuwait

Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI)
Abdulwahab  Al-Wazan said that the Kuwait’s busi-
ness people welcome Atambayev’s visit and desire
to explore investment and commercial opportuni-
ties there. The size of trade exchange between the
two countries stands at $500,000 annually, which is
below expectations, he said, adding there is still a
chance to increase this figure. There are new hori-
zons of investment, commercial and tourist coop-
eration with Kyrgyzstan, he said, noting hopes are
pinned on this visit to promote collaboration in all
fields. Wazzan stressed keenness of the govern-
ments on bolstering commercial and economic
relations, indicating that the Kuwaiti investors have
a great deal of experience in terms of investment in
friendly countries.

During the forum, a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) was signed between Kuwait
Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Kyrgyz
Republic on means of boosting bilateral coopera-
tion, and promoting commercial and economic
relations. Earlier on Sunday, an agreement was
signed to avoid double taxation and evasion of
income and capital taxes, and another one was
inked for encouragement and mutual protection of
investments, and a third one for economic and
technical cooperation. —KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sees off
Kyrgyz President Almazbek Atambayev at the airport yesterday. 
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Kyrgyz President Almazbek Atambayev and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah are pictured
inside the Kyrgyz embassy in South Surra shortly after
it was officially inaugurated yesterday.
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent on Sunday a con-
gratulatory cable to Saudi King Salman bin
Abdulaziz Al-Saud on the success of the municipal
elections. In the cable, His Highness the Amir
praised Saudi women’s participation as candidates
and voters in this elections, which embodied Saudi
women’s effective role in the Kingdom’s develop-
ment.

His Highness the Amir also prayed to Allah
Almighty to bless King Salman with long-lasting
health and wellness, and the Kingdom and Saudi
people with further development and prosperity.
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah sent similar cables to the Saudi King.

In the meantime, Arab Inter-Parliamentary
Union President and Speaker of Kuwait’s National
Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanem hailed the notable
performance of Saudi women in their first partici-
pation, as candidates and voters, in the Kingdom’s
third municipal elections.

“The impressive results attained by the Saudi
women were a source of joy for us and for all of the
analysts who relied on these elections as a historic
opportunity for the Saudi women to prove their
selves, speak out, and contribute to the develop-
ment of their country alongside the Saudi men,” Al-
Ghanem said in cable he sent to Chairman of Saudi
Shura Council Dr Abdullah Al-Sheikh. Ghanem also

commended Saudi King’s decision of giving the
Saudi women the right of participation in the
Kingdom’s municipal elections as both candidate
and voter, describing the decision as historic.

Drastic change
Meanwhile, a number of Kuwaiti female activists

lauded the election of women in municipal coun-
cils in Saudi Arabia for the first time after a ban on
them taking part in elections was lifted. In separate
statements to KUNA yesterday, Kuwaiti feminists
agreed that winning seats in municipal councils’
elections is considered a ‘gain’ and ‘drastic change’
of the general outlook to women in Saudi Arabia.

President of the Historical Society of Kuwait
Sheikha Maymouna Al-Khalifa Al-Athbi Al-Sabah
expressed her congratulation to Saudi women on
this landmark achievement, hoping that Kuwaiti
women would, eventually, win their quota in the
parliaments. Sheikha Maymouna, who is also presi-
dent of citizenship and development association,
said Saudi women are highly educated; hence, they
are worthy of their participation in the democratic
process of their country.

She gave credit to the late King Abdullah bin
Abdulaziz for allowing women to engage in the
Shura Council,  and lauding King Salman bin
Abdulaziz for completing this march of giving
women their rights by providing a quota for real
participation in the councils.

Saudi women are qualified for effective partici-

pation in elections; this achievement will “put
women in the right path” to help, side by side with
their fellow men, in the country’s development,
Secretary of Kuwait Women Cultural Social Society
Lulua Al-Mulla voiced out on Saudi women’s capa-
bilities as decision-makers.

Seham Al-Furaih, a professor of Arabic Literature
at Kuwait University, meanwhile, said that Saudi
women have already excelled in the fields of medi-
cine and science and academics where they won
many international prizes; hence, it is only natural
to be part and parcel of the country’s advancement
by being elected in municipal councils.

A total of 979 women registered as candidates,
alongside 6,917 men, to win 2,106 seats at munici-
pal councils across Saudi Arabia is a number that
should not be taken ‘lightly’ especially since it is
their first female participation in a centuries domi-
nate-male terrain, Furaih stressed.

Unprecedented participation
This strong unprecedented participation indi-

cates that Saudi women are “successful,” social and
political advocate Nabilah Al-Anjari pointed out.
Saudi women will have bigger opportunities now
to engage in many social activities in their country,
she added. The two previous rounds of voting for
the municipal councils, in 2005 and 2011, were
open to men only. Number of municipal councils
across the country are 284 with a total of 3, 159
members, including 2,016 elected ones. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
said the eight documents signed
with Tunisia on Sunday will open new
horizons for cooperation various
fields of vital importance.

Speaking at a joint press confer-
ence with Tunisian Foreign Minister
Taieb Baccouche at the conclusion of
the third session of the Joint Higher
Commission, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
said the new documents took to 50
the total  number of deals with
Tunisia since the establishment of the
diplomatic ties 53 years ago. “Over
the last five decades the two sisterly
countries maintained high-level visit
exchanges which contributed to the
strengthening of the bilateral ties in
all fields,” he pointed out.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled welcomed
Baccouche who pays his first visit to
Kuwait as foreign minister, saying this
visit will add momentum to the spe-
cial ties between the two countries.
He noted that he and the Tunisian
minister had the honor earlier in the
day of meeting His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah who instructed dou-
bling the efforts to realize the aspira-
tions of the peoples of both coun-
tries.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled added
that he held bilateral in-depth talks
with Baccouche on the mechanisms
of the partnership in all domains.
“ The talks showed that our view-
points are identical on almost all
issues including the security ones. We
renewed denunciation of the acts of
terrorisms that hit many sisterly and
friendly countries, including Tunisia,”
he went on.

He reaffirmed Kuwait’s support to
Tunisia in all measures it might deem
necessary for combating terrorism,
drying out the sources of funding for
terrorism, maintaining security and
stability, and promoting democracy
and the rule of law.

He added that the GCC member
countries are committed to coopera-
tion with the international communi-
ty in the fight against terrorism and
backed up the recent UN Security
Council resolution imposing sanc-
tions under Chapter VII of the UN
Charter on sponsors and financiers of
terrorism.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled reaffirmed
Kuwait’s support to the efforts aim-
ing to reach a political settlement to
the Syrian crisis. “We are interested in
following up the outcomes of the
Vienna I and Vienna II conferences
and the plans for forming a transi-
tional government in Syria in early
2016, write a new constitution and
prepare for new elections within 18

months,” he noted. He voiced hope
that the meeting, suggested by US
Secretary of State John Kerry, in New
York next month will help push for a
political solution to the Syrian crisis.

Democratic transition
Meanwhile, Baccouche said the

successful democratic transition in
his country set an example for other
Arab Spring countries to follow. “The
long struggle of the Tunisian civil
society for democracy made the
country ’s democratic experiment
unique one that heralds a real spring
in countries suffering from dictatorial
regimes such as Syria and Libya,” he
stated.

In the meantime, he noted that
Tunisia does not seek to export its
experiment to any country since its
policy is based on non-interference
in the domestic affairs of others. “The
emergency of democratic Tunisia was
by no means easy; it took long years
of struggle particularly in the transi-
tional period,” he said, lauding the
role of the Tunisian National Dialogue
Quartet in this regard.

The Nobel laureate Quartet is a
coalition of civil society groups that
came together in the summer of
2013; it is made up of the Tunisian
General Labor Union (UGT T ), the
Tunisian Confederation of Industry,
Trade and Handicrafts (UTICA), the
Tunisian Human Rights League
(LTDH) and the Tunisian Order of
Lawyers. Regarding the conflict in
neighboring Libya, Baccouche said
his government made its utmost to
bring the views of the belligerent
parties closer to each other.

On the third session of Kuwaiti-
Tunisian Joint Hither Commission, he
welcomed the results of the gather-
ing, saying the just-signed eight doc-
uments signal the exemplary rela-
tionship between the two countries.
Since the commission failed to meet
over the last five years, both sides
reaffirmed the need to double efforts
to expand cooperation in all fields
and realize the aspirations of both
peoples, he added. 

Development projects 
During the joint higher commis-

sion, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled said
that “Kuwait has contributed to the
launching of 33 development proj-
ects in Tunisia in various sectors,” not-
ing that Kuwait Fund for Arab
Economic Development (KFAED)
oversaw the implementation of these
projects. He appreciated the role of
the 3,500-strong Tunisian community
in the development of Kuwait which
materializes the cordial people-to-
people relationship and the state-to-
state partnership. —KUNA

Kuwait, Tunisia sign 8

deals on cooperation

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah (right) speaks during a joint press conference with
Tunisian Foreign Minister Taieb Baccouche on Sunday. 
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Kuwaiti feminists laud women’s election 

Turkish ambassador stresses keenness on Iraq’s security

KUWAIT: Turkish Ambassador to Kuwait
Murad Tameer stressed late Sunday his
country’s keenness on Iraq’s security and
its territorial integrity as well as promot-
ing relations with Baghdad. The ambassa-
dor made the statement to reporters on
the sidelines of a ceremony held by the
Qatari embassy here marking Qatar
National Day.

Turkish forces have been in northern
Iraq since a year and half, and the Iraqi
government knows this fact, he said, not-
ing that the Turkish army increased its
forces there to deal with attacks launched
by the Islamic State (IS).

Concerning Iraq’s call for withdrawing
the Turkish forces from its territories, he
said this matter will be discussed between
the two sides, noting Turkey’s Prime
Minister will visit Baghdad to discuss the
issue with the Iraqi leadership.

He affirmed that the two countries
share the same view concerning com-
bating terrorist groups, especially IS,
referring that the international law gives
the right to countries to defend their ter-
ritories if there is a threat. Iraq submit-
ted on Saturday an official complaint to
the UN Security Council against Turkey
under the pretext that Ankara violated
the UN charter when it sent forces in

northern Iraq on December 4.

Joint committee
Meanwhile, First Deputy Prime

Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
announced that he will travel to Doha to
attend the Kuwaiti-Qatari joint higher
committee meeting next month to pro-
mote bilateral relations in all fields.

During the ceremony, Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled stressed in a statement to
reporters keenness on opening new hori-
zons of cooperation in different fields
between the two countries. He expressed
his joy that Qatar achieved progress, pros-
perity, achievements and stability. The
minister extolled the depth and solidness
of the Kuwaiti-Qatari relations supported
by His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani.

In the meantime, Deputy Foreign
Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah in a similar
statement said: “We look forward to
attending the meeting next month in
order to give the bilateral relations a
strong push”. Holding meetings with sis-
terly and friendly countries lead to several
ideas and views aiming to bolster bilateral
relations, he added. —KUNA

FM to attend Kuwait-Qatar committee meeting next month

KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, ambassadors of GCC states and
other officials cut the ceremony’s cake.

His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah is pictured with
officials and guests in attendance. 
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