
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: MPs Hamdan Al-Azemi and Rakan Al-Nasef
yesterday filed a request to grill Health Minister Ali Al-
Obaidi over a variety of alleged violations and exploita-
tion of Indian nurses recruited for the ministry. National
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem said the
grilling was supposed to be placed on the agenda of
the Dec 29/30 sessions, but there is a possibility that
the two sessions may be held next week instead.
Accordingly, the grilling will be taken up for discussion
on Dec 23 and the minister will have the right to
demand a two-week postponement.

The grilling is based on five major issues which
include medical errors, purchasing drugs and equip-
ment at highly-inflated prices, “playing” with contracts
and squandering public funds, administrative and
financial corruption and exploiting the ministerial post.

The grilling charged the minister of failing to take
any action towards reports that recruitment companies
for the ministry were asking Indian nurses to pay as
much as KD 7,000 each to be selected. It said that
although the reports were published by the Indian
press and raised by the Indian government, the minis-

ter made no move to investigate the allegations or take
any action, which negatively impacted Kuwait’s image
abroad.

The two MPs said they sent a question to the minis-
ter on the issue but he denied that such practices exist-
ed, saying that ministry officials met with Indian
embassy representatives over the issue. The two law-
makers said that failure to take any action by the health
ministry forced the Indian government to intervene
and limit the recruitment of nurses to just three gov-
ernment companies to prevent exploitation. There are
thousands of Asian nurses, mainly Indians, working at
public hospitals and medical centers in Kuwait, who
have repeatedly complained of problems with recruit-
ment companies.

The grilling alleges that the ministry has awarded a
number of contracts to a private company that was
established by the minister himself, although he left
the company days after being appointed as minister.
The grilling also claims that the ministry ordered pay-
ments to a US medical insurance company despite the
expiry of contract, violations and not receiving the
approval of supervisory bodies in Kuwait.
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By Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan

Two MPs have filed to grill Health Minister Dr Ali
Al-Obaidi over a variety of allegations. While fil-
ing interpellation motions is the right of law-

makers, one has to look at the bigger picture, as
there is a tendency to look at a person’s flaws and
ignore his achievements. Since assuming office, Dr
Obaidi has initiated plenty of new services and has
overseen the opening and refurbishment of many
health facilities. He has also moved to fight corrup-
tion, like referring the Washington health office to
the public prosecution.

Dr Obaidi’s other achievements include working
to prevent the deadly Ebola virus from entering
Kuwait, facilitating health services for the elderly,
developing health insurance in the country and lead-
ing the regional office of WHO. In fact, the choice of
Kuwait as an integral member in the executive office
of WHO that sets international health legislations,
among 34 countries, is a great feather in Dr Obaidi’s
cap. The minister also exerted efforts to approve the
pensioners’ insurance law and the psychiatric board.

The new health facilities and wards opened under
Dr Obaidi’s watch include the new Razi Hospital and
many operation theaters and wards in Amiri, Sabah,
Infectious Diseases, Farwaniya, Adan, Jahra and Ibn
Sina hospitals. He also oversaw the openings of a
virus laboratory, the Yaqoub Behbehani bone mar-
row transplant center and a dermatology center in
Abdullah Al-Salem. Many polyclinics have opened in
various areas of Kuwait, including the Omariya and
Fintas polyclinics. 

While this is not an exhaustive list, the positives
completely outweigh the negatives. To err is human,
and those responsible have to be taken to account,
but one has to acknowledge that the health ministry
has seen a lot of developments under Dr Obaidi. I
believe things have to be put into perspective before
rushing to judge the minister’s work and placing the
blame about everything that is wrong in the health
ministry solely on his doorstep. Give the man a
chance to perform.

RIYADH: A top Saudi commander and an Emirati officer
were killed in Yemen yesterday during Arab coalition
operations against Iran-backed rebels, the Riyadh-led
alliance said. Saudi Colonel Abdullah Al-Sahyan and
Emirati officer Sultan Al-Kitbi were killed at dawn yester-
day “while they were carrying out their duties in super-
vising operations to liberate Taez” province in Yemen’s
southwest, the official SPA news agency said.

A Yemeni officer told AFP that both officers were
killed when rebels fired a rocket at a coastal road in
the strategic province, which overlooks the Bab Al-
Mandab Strait between the Red Sea and the Gulf of
Aden. The rebels claimed in a statement on their
sabanews.net website that they fired a Tochka missile
against “a command center run by the enemy” in the
Bab Al-Mandab area. The rebels claimed the attack
caused “many losses in lives and military equipment,”
including Apache helicopters, among the Saudi-led
coalition ranks. AFP could not immediately confirm
these claims from other sources.

Meanwhile, SPA said Saudi Arabia has mobilized
counter-insurgency units on its border with Yemen. The
decision to activate the four interior ministry regiments
“specializing in guerrilla warfare” comes on the eve of a
possible ceasefire and United Nations-brokered peace
talks in Switzerland today. “This is to support the mili-
tary forces in combat when the situation demands that,”
SPA said, suggesting that the units would be a type of
paramilitary force. “They were also given powers of
security forces in seizing, arresting, searching, chasing
and shooting according to the legal procedures,” it said.
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SIRWA, Yemen: A Yemeni tribesman from the Popular Resistance Committees, supporting forces loyal to
Yemen’s Saudi-backed President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi, fires a machine gun in this area west of the city
of Marib yesterday. — AFP 
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Dec 24 public holiday 
for Prophet’s birthday

KUWAIT: Thursday, Dec 24, will be a public holiday
on the occasion of Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH)
birthday, the Civil  Service Commission (CSC)
announced yesterday. The CSC added in a statement
that all government offices and institutions would
suspend work on this day. Bodies with work of spe-
cial nature will decide their own holiday accordingly,
taking public interest into account. Work will resume
on Sunday, Dec 27. 

French teacher ‘invented’ 
story about Islamist attack 

PARIS: A report from a French schoolteacher that
he had been assaulted by a self-styled Islamist
militant yesterday, causing classes to be can-
celled and an anti-terrorism investigation, turned
out to be “invented”, investigators said. “(The
teacher) is being interviewed with a view to
establishing the reasons for this invented story,”
said an official from the Paris prosecutor’s office.
Earlier yesterday, other French officials told how
the teacher had reported that a hooded man
claiming a link to Islamic State had assaulted him
with a knife-like weapon as he prepared for class-
es in a school in Saint-Denis, on the northern
fringes of Paris. The teacher was taken to hospital
after the alleged attack, which triggered an inves-
tigation by anti-terrorism officials.

LONDON: A British resident held in Guantanamo for
more than 13 years has called for transparency over
Britain’s role in the US rendition program but has
ruled out seeking criminal prosecution for British offi-
cials. “I just want people to tell the truth, like I’m
doing now,” 46-year-old Shaker Aamer told the BBC
yesterday in his first round of interviews since being

released from the US
military prison in Cuba
in October.

Aamer claims that a
British official was
present while he was
beaten by US inter-
rogators at Bagram air
base in Afghanistan
following his arrest in
2002 and before his
transfer to Guantan-

amo Bay. Aamer, who was arrested on suspicion of
being an Al-Qaeda recruiter, claims he was working
as a volunteer for a charity at the time. Asked by ITV
whether a public inquiry was warranted, he said:
“Indeed, indeed definitely. Because for you to under-
stand what happened, to know the truth, you have to
enquire, you have to ask questions.”

A public inquiry is a type of official review under
English law that can lead to recommendations on
government policy but is not a criminal investigation.
Speaking to the BBC, the Saudi national added: “I do
not want to prosecute anybody... I don’t believe that
the court will solve this problem”. 
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41 killed in Argentina 
police bus accident

BUENOS AIRES: At least 41 police officers died yes-
terday and several more were injured when their bus
drove off a bridge in northern Argentina, plunging
into a dry riverbed, officials said. Officials believe a
tyre blew out and caused the bus to veer off the
bridge before dawn, falling some 15 m with 60 border
police aboard, said the emergency chief for the
province of Salta, Francisco Marinaro. Ten police offi-
cers were hospitalized, four of them in serious condi-
tion, he told a local radio station. The bus was part of
a caravan of three carrying police. Mayor Gustavo
Solis of Rosario de la Frontera said the road where the
accident occurred is known to be in poor condition.
“Those of us who know the area try to avoid driving
at night,” he said. The accident occurred in a moun-
tainous area with dense forests.

Dead forgotten at 

New Delhi morgues

PAGEPAGE
Supermarkets sell 

slave-peeled shrimp

MANILA: Meteorologists from the Philippine Atmospheric Geophysical and Astronomical Services
Administration (PAGASA) monitor and plot the direction of powerful Typhoon Melor at their headquarters
in suburban Manila yesterday.  — AFP (See Page 7)

700,000 flee Philippines typhoon


