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Babycottons, a children’s wear retail
company whose cornerstone prod-
ucts include baby’s first layettes

complemented by a full range of other
baby and kids clothes and accessories,
held a big event to mark the grand open-
ing of its second store located on M2 lev-
el of the Promenade Mall on the Third
Ring Road in Hawalli. 

Coinciding with the event is the
launch of its winter 15 collection clothing
line. As part of the festive and cheerful
occasion, an impromptu fashion show
was held at the shop in front of VIP
guests and valued customers. The models
at the fashion were the children of cus-
tomers themselves, who were all invited
to try on the new winter collection.

Positioned within the affordable but
high quality segment of children’s
clothes, the babycottons collection
include clothing, accessories, shoes and
perfumery items for newborn through
size six for both girls and boys.

The key differentiator of babycottons’
against other children’s apparel shops is

the premium pima cotton, which is found
only in Peru, being used in its clothing
line. Pima cotton is very soft and safe to
use especially on sensitive newborn chil-
dren up to the age of six years. 

“As the first babycottons franchise in

the entire Middle East, we are truly proud
to hold the grand opening of our second
shop in Kuwait at the Promenade Mall,”
said Dima Nuseibah, the Operations
Manager of babycottons in Kuwait.
“Following the initial tremendous

response to the soft opening of this shop
in July, we saw it fit to express our sincere
gratitude to customers through this fun-
filled grand opening event.

“As we remain steadfast in our com-
mitment of providing only the finest,
fashionable yet affordable clothing that
will surely make children feel comfortable
under any weather condition in Kuwait,
this store will constantly increase its offer-

ing and choices for the benefit of today’s
discerning customers,” he/she added. “We
are therefore excited to welcome more
customers into our Promenade Mall shop,
with a promise that they will surely find
one more items to their liking and always
come out of our store with a big smile.”

Babycottons’ first shop in Kuwait is
located at The Avenues Mall on the 5th
Ring Road in Al-Rai.

Babycottons holds grand opening
of its Promenade Mall store

Santas came by the thousands, reindeer
formed a kick line and oversized elves
cavorted with saucy Mrs Clauses as a

police helicopter circled overhead. Welcome
to SantaCon, the annual Christmastime cos-
tume-parade-meets-pub-crawl that was hop-
ing this year would persuade New York it’s
more nice than naughty. “Look out for your
reindeer. Look out for your elves,” organizers
advised the crowd as Saturday’s festivities
began with a mix of safety messages and
psyching-up: “Can I get a ‘ho’?!”

Before long, over a thousand costumed rev-
elers were headed off to bar-hop and make
merry through Brooklyn and Manhattan.
Jessica Carr and Victoria Pirolli had turned
themselves into snow globes, each encasing
her head and torso in bubble-umbrella-like
plastic, with a foam rubber base around the
hips. The two science teachers from New
Jersey said they were at their fifth SantaCon
for the creativity, not the carousing that
earned the event an out-of-control reputation
in recent years. Organizers said the event also
raises tens of thousands of dollars for charity.

“We have fun,” Pirolli said. “We don’t pee in
bushes or anything.” Tracing its origins to a
prankish, anti-consumerist gathering in San
Francisco in 1994, SantaCon has mushroomed
into events in hundreds of cities, with New
York’s generally the biggest. It’s also drawn
criticism, particularly after the 2012 and 2013
celebrations generated two arrests, 85 sum-
monses for disorderly conduct and other
offenses, and online videos of brawling St
Nicks. A spokesman for the New York Police
Department said there were no reported
arrests Saturday evening and organizers say
there were no arrests or summonses last year.

Pressured to clean up SantaCon’s act,
organizers began telling police their plans in
2013. This year, they released their route days
ahead of time, got a permit to assemble at
Brooklyn’s McCarren Park and even agreed to
tweet police advice about pedestrian safety.
And SantaCon’s lawyer, Norman Siegel, said
Saturday the group aimed to self-police any-
one who got out of line.

Still, a dozen city and state officials publicly

aired concerns about potential binge drinking
and bad behavior. Police Commissioner
William Bratton on Friday warned “anybody
who wants to come into the city and raise hell
dressed up as Santa Claus - we’re not going to
tolerate it.” NYPD Chief James O’Neill suggest-
ed the event was a burden at a time of height-

ened security concerns after attacks by
extremists in Paris and elsewhere. “We are in
trying times all throughout the world, and to
have to expend more resources on an event
like this, at times, it’s frustrating,” O’Neill said.
To four-time SantaCon-goer Michael Fincher,
troubled times were an argument for the cele-

bration, not against it.” With what’s going on in
the world today, we need something lighter,”
said Fincher, a retail worker from Middlesex,
New Jersey.

Something lighter - or light-saber, in the
case of the Lambert family, decked out in a
Santa-meets-”Star Wars” theme. Including 4-

year-old Aliana as Princess, yes, Sleigha. “It
incorporates family values, if you seek them
out,” said Steven Lambert, who said his
Manhattan family would skip the bar scene
and be home by noon. “Its origins are based
on festivity, regardless of religion or beliefs.
That’s the fun of being a New Yorker.” — AP

Thousands in costumes revel 
at festive SantaCon

A man dressed as
a Santa drinks a
cocktail at a club
called Verboten
during the 
annual SantaCon
pub crawl in the
Brooklyn 
borough of New
York City.
—AP/AFP photos

Men dressed as
Santa chilling at
a bar called The
Hall.

A crowd of people dressed as Santa gather for a group photo.

A man dressed as Beeker the Muppet as a Santa waits for the start of the
annual SantaCon pub crawl. A woman dressed as a Santa’s elf collects donations.People dressed in holiday garb walk through the streets of Williamsburg.


