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NEW YORK: Hand it to Derrick Henry. Alabama’s bulldoz-
er of a tailback with the super-sized workload won the
Heisman Trophy on Saturday night after carrying the
Crimson Tide offense for most of the season.

“I’m just so thankful to have this trophy,” Henry said.
“It’s just a blessing and an honor.” The 6-foot-3, 242-
pound Henry is the second Alabama player to win the
Heisman, joining  running back Mark Ingram. Since
Ingram won the award in 2009, it had gone to five
straight quarterbacks. Stanford’s do-it-all running back
Christian McCaffrey, who broke the NCAA record for all-
purpose yards in a season, was the runner-up, making it
four second-place finishes for Cardinal players in seven
years. Deshaun Watson, quarterback of No. 1 Clemson,
finished third. Henry was considered the favorite going
in, though it didn’t make it any easier for him. “I didn’t
know at all,” he said. “Them two guys were great con-
tenders for the trophy. Deshaun, with how consistent and
efficient he is at the quarterback position, all the success
he had, I was kind of worried. Christian, breaking Barry
Sanders’ record, doing all the things he does, he’s just
unbelievable.”

The moment right before the winner was announced

was the toughest for Henry.  “My heart was about to bust
out my chest. I thought I was going to have a heart
attack,” he said. It was the closest Heisman voting 2011,
when Baylor’s Robert Griffin beat out Stanford’s Andrew
Luck by 280 points, but still a comfortable victory for
Henry. He received 1,832 points, 293 more than
McCaffrey (1,539). Watson received the third-most points
for a third-place finisher with 1,165. Oklahoma quarter-
back Baker Mayfield came in fourth and Navy quarter-
back Keenan Reynolds was fifth, but Henry, McCaffrey
and Watson dominated the voting.

RESPIRATORY PROBLEMS
Henry broke the Southeastern Conference record with

1,986 yards rushing - previously held by 1982 Heisman
winner Herschel Walker - and matched a league mark
with 23 touchdowns, leading No. 2 Alabama to the
College Football Playoff. He also set an Alabama record
with 339 carries, including an astounding 90 in the Tide’s
last two games.

“I know that our entire organization is really happy,
happy, happy for Derrick Henry tonight, winning the
Heisman Trophy,” Alabama coach Nick Saban said.

Henry choked up during his speech, thanking family,
coaches and teammates, and mentioning former
Alabama teammate Altee Tenpenny, who was killed in a
car crash two months ago.

Henry was born to teenage parents and raised with
the strong influence of his grandmother, Gladys, in the
small north Florida country town of Yulee, just outside of
Jacksonville. Gladys Henry has been hospitalized for
weeks in Florida with heart and respiratory problems.
Derrick Henry said his grandmother was with him in spirit
as his childhood dream of winning the Heisman came
true. “I love you so much,” he said during his speech.
Henry came to Alabama as a five-star recruit. Before the
Heisman came a dose of humility.  For the first time foot-
ball wasn’t easy.

INEXPERIENCED RECEIVERS
“One day I said something to him and he said, ‘Coach,

all this stuff is new to me. All they did in high school was
turn around and toss me the ball and I ran with it,’” Saban
said. “I really appreciate his hard work at becoming a
complete player.” Henry was a backup on a crowded
depth chart as a freshman and thought about transfer-
ring, but with the encouragement of his family decided

to stay put.  As a sophomore he shared carries with T.J.
Yeldon and ran for 990 yards and 11 touchdowns.

This season as a junior, with Alabama breaking in a
first-time starting quarterback and inexperienced
receivers, the Tide hooked its offense to Henry and let
him lead the way. When injuries hit Alabama’s other run-
ning backs, Henry picked up that slack, too. 

He had four 200-yard games in the second half of the
season. He went for 210 against LSU to move to the front
of the Heisman race, and had 271 yards in the Iron Bowl
against Auburn. Weary defenses got plenty of looks at big
No. 2 from behind, his long bundled locks sticking out of
the back of his helmet. The Crimson Tide’s Predator.

After Ingram won the Heisman in ‘09, he helped
Alabama win the national championship about a month
later. Henry will try to do the same. The Tide faces
Michigan State in the Cotton Bowl on Dec. 31, trying to
earn a fourth national championship in nine seasons
under Saban. Henry has not announced his intentions
yet, but a jump to the NFL seems likely after this season.
Alabama has placed its championship hopes on Henry’s
broad shoulders and he has delivered. “Roll Tide,” Henry
said as he wrapped up his speech.  — AP

Alabama’s super-sized running back wins Heisman

DUNEDIN: Sri Lanka’s Kusal Mendis bats in front of New Zealand’s BJ Watling, second from right, on day four of their first international cricket
test at University Cricket Oval in Dunedin, New Zealand, yesterday. — AP

DUNEDIN: Wicketkeeper BJ Watling took a record-
equalling ninth catch as New Zealand inched their
way to a probable victory over Sri Lanka in the first
test as they reduced the visitors to 109 for three at
the close of the fourth day’s play yesterday.

Wicketkeeper Dinesh Chandimal was on 31 at
University Oval, which had weathered heavy, but
brief, rain and hail showers that forced the players
from the field three times.

The last shower forced them off the ground
with 20 overs remaining and umpires abandoned
play at 1745 (0445 GMT ) with captain Angelo
Mathews scheduled as the next man in. He will join
Chandimal on Monday, when they have almost 98
overs to score an additional 296 runs. “If we can get
a good partnership in the morning session, the
game is on,” left-arm spinner Rangana Herath told
reporters. “We need to play our brand of cricket
and I’m sure Angie and Chandimal will do that.”

The visitors, who batted for 117 overs in their
first innings, had been given 160 overs to score the
405 needed for an improbable victory after New
Zealand captain Brendon McCullum had made a
surprise declaration at 267-3 just before lunch.

Sri Lanka, just like their first innings, did not
seem too pressed to take any unnecessary risks as
they set about their run chase with openers
Dimuth Karunaratne and Kusal Mendis taking 23
overs to reach 50. Karunaratne (29) was the first
batsman to fall when he tried to lift a short ball
from Tim Southee over the slips to be caught by
Watling, before Neil Wagner had Udara
Jayasundera caught down the leg side by the wick-
etkeeper for three to leave them 69-2 at tea.

Mendis, who was dropped by Martin Guptill at

second slip on 13 and by Watling on 25, was within
sight of his first test half century on 46 when he
nicked a Southee delivery to Watling, who took his
ninth catch of the test. Rain and hail then forced
the players off. The catch equalled the record for
most dismissals in a test by a New Zealand wicket-
keeper. Watling also made nine dismissals against
India in 2014, while Brendon McCullum had nine
against Pakistan in 2009.

McCullum, no doubt aware of possible disrup-
tions with expected poor weather in Dunedin

throughout Sunday, had surprisingly declared
before lunch when he was on 17, having hit a six to
take their lead past 400.

The six, the second of his short innings, also
moved him into a tie with former Australian wicket-
keeper Adam Gilchrist with 100 career sixes, the
most in test cricket. Opener Tom Latham was left
on 109 not out having scored his first test century
in New Zealand. His previous two test centuries
were scored in the United Arab Emirates last year
against Pakistan. — Reuters

New Zealand sniff 

victory in Dunedin 

New Zealand 1st innings 431 (M. Guptill 156, K.
Williamson 88, B. McCullum 75; N. Pradeep 4-112) 
Sri Lanka 1st innings 294 (D. Karunaratne 84, D.
Chandimal 83)                     
New Zealand 2nd innings (Overnight: 171-1)
T. Latham not out 109 
M. Guptill b Herath 46  
K. Williamson b Chameera 71  
R. Taylor b Herath 15  
B. McCullum not out 17  
Extras (b-3 lb-1 nb-5) 9   
Total (for 3 wickets declared, 65.4 overs) 267 
Fall of wickets: 1-79 M. Guptill, 2-220 K. Williamson,
3-247 R. Taylor
Did not bat: M. Santner, B. Watling, D. Bracewell, N.
Wagner, T. Southee, T. Boult.
Bowling: S. Lakmal 13-0-40-0, A. Mathews 4-1-4-0,
D. Chameera 14-0-61-1(nb-3), N. Pradeep 13-1-52-

0(nb-2), R. Herath 11.4-1-62-2, M. Siriwardana 8-0-
32-0, U. Jayasundara 2-0-12-0. 

Sri Lanka 2nd innings (Target: 405 runs)
D. Karunaratne c Watling b Southee 29  
K. Mendis c Watling b Southee 46  
U. Jayasundara c Watling b Wagner 3   
D. Chandimal not out 31  
Extras 0   
Total (for 3 wickets, 50.1 overs) 109 
Fall of wickets: 1-54 D. Karunaratne, 2-64 U.
Jayasundara, 3-109 K. Mendis
To bat: A. Mathews, K. Vithanage, M. Siriwardana, R.
Herath, D. Chameera, N. Pradeep, S. Lakmal.
Bowling: 
T. Boult 7-2-18-0, T. Southee 10.1-3-16-2, D.
Bracewell 12-5-21-0, M. Santner 12-2-26-0, N.
Wagner 9-2-28-1.        

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at stumps on the fourth day in the first Test between New Zealand and Sri Lanka yesterday in
Dunedin, New Zealand.

HOBART: Paceman James Pattinson said yester-
day he did away with his remodelled bowling
action and returned to his old approach to
spearhead Australia to an emphatic innings vic-
tory over the West Indies in Hobart. 

The recalled fast bowler failed to take a wick-
et in the West Indies first innings with his new
more front-on style but made adjustments and
claimed five for 27 in the second innings to trig-
ger a batting collapse.  The West Indies were
routed for 148 and were crushed by an innings
and 212 runs in the first Test, raising fears about
their competitiveness in the remaining two Tests
against Australia in Melbourne and Sydney.
Pattinson was brought into the Australian side
for the sidelined Mitchell Starc and made mini-
mal impact bowling in the first innings with no
wicket for 68 off 15 overs.

He reviewed video of his bowling and spoke
with team bowling coach Craig McDermott and
skipper Steve Smith before ripping through the
Caribbean tourists in the second innings.

“There were a little bit of nerves and I didn’t
put it together in the first innings which was dis-
appointing,” Pattinson told reporters.  “But to get
another chance and to take that chance was
pretty exciting and a relief after being out of the
picture for a couple of years.  “I ran in and want-
ed to bowl fast like I did when I first came on to
the scene.”

Pattinson, 25, playing in his first Test since
March last year after recovering from back and
hamstring issues, said he studied what he was

doing wrong and came back a changed bowler
to skittle the Windies.  “I looked at a bit of vision
on the night before and I wasn’t releasing the
ball where I wanted to in the right position,” he
said.  “I thought if I bowled like I did in the first
innings then I wouldn’t be getting too many
games, so I thought I better change something.
“So I did a little bit of work on it in the morning
to get my wrist behind the ball a bit more and
get it good for outswing.” The effect was devas-
tating as Pattinson removed Rajendra Chandrika
(0), first-innings century-maker Darren Bravo (4),
Marlon Samuels (3), Jermaine Blackwood (0) and
skipper Jason Holder (17) to rip the heart out of
the tourists’ innings.

“In the second innings I was running in
straight lines and I had my wrist behind the ball
and it felt pretty easy,” he said. “It’s all got to do
with my arm pass, it’s not much, but little bits I
can see on video and pick up and try to change.”

Pattinson said he wasn’t concerned that by
moving away from his remodelled bowling
action he would risk another physical break-
down which has plagued his 14-Test career.

“I have gone back a little bit now. It’s hard
because when you’re running in to bowl you
don’t want to think about your action so I made
the change to stop injuries,” he said.

“Hopefully now that I am back in the team
and I’m getting a bit older my body will hold up
and I can go back a little bit to where I was when
I first started playing, because that’s when I
thought I was bowling at my best.” — AFP James Pattinson 

Pattinson ditches new 

action to destroy Windies

CALGARY: TJ Brodie scored at 2:09 of over-
time, Johnny Gaudreau had two goals in regu-
lation, and Calgary recovered after giving up a
three-goal lead in the third period for its ninth
straight home victory. Tanner Glass, Dan Boyle
and Mats Zuccarello scored for the Rangers in
the final 15 minutes of regulation to tie the
score. In the extra period, Brodie held the puck
on a 2-on-1 rush and sent a shot inside the far
goal post on Antti Raanta. It extended the
defenseman’s career-best point streak to six
games (one goal, six assists). Joe Colborne and
Mason Raymond also scored Calgary (13-14-2),
which opens a four-game road trip on Tuesday
at Nashville. J.T. Miller scored in the first period
for the Rangers, who fell to 2-6-2 in their last
10 and finished a 0-2-1 road trip to western
Canada.

ISLANDERS 3, COLUMBUS 2 (OT)
COLUMBUS:  Kyle Okposo got his second

goal of the game at 2:16 of overtime to lift the
New York Islanders to a 3-2 victory over the
Columbus Blue Jackets on Saturday night.
Frans Nielsen also scored and Jaroslav Halak
had 28 saves as New York improved to 7-0-2 in
its last nine games. Brandon Saad and Cam
Atkinson scored for Columbus, which entered
with one win in its last seven (1-3-3). The Blue
Jackets also had a potential winning goal in
the final minute of regulation overturned by a
video review. Curtis McElhinney finished with
16 saves while making a second consecutive
start since Sergei Bobrovksy suffered a
strained groin late on Tuesday against the visit-
ing Kings. Bobrovksy is expected to be on the
shelf for three weeks.

HURRICANES 5, COYOTES 4, OT
Victor Rask’s left-handed wrist shot 53 sec-

onds into overtime to lift Carolina. Rask’s goal
came after the Coyotes’ Connor Murphy scored
with 15.7 seconds left in regulation to tie it.
Seconds earlier, the Hurricanes’ Elias Lindholm
missed an empty net with Carolina up 4-3.
Justin Faulk had a goal and an assist, his goal a
team-high 12th of the season. Faulk’s goal
came on the power play 40 seconds into the
third period. Faulk has 13 assists and has tal-
lied a point in four straight games. Carolina
goalie Eddie Lack stopped 25 shots a night
after making 31 saves in a win at Anaheim, but
he gave up two goals early in the third period
that made the game closer. Anthony Duclair
scored 1:23 into the period, his second goal of
the game, and Kyle Chipchura put in a deflec-
tion moments later.

WILD 2, SHARKS 0
Zach Parise broke a scoreless tie early in the

second period and Darcy Kuemper earned his
sixth career shutout to help Minnesota get a
rare win in San Jose. Mikko Koivu added an
empty-net goal and Kuemper made 25 saves
as the Wild once again played a tight defensive
game. Minnesota has allowed just three regu-
lation goals in the past six games but ended
up losing a pair 2-1 in overtime to start this
three-game road trip. Martin Jones made 28
saves but couldn’t stop Parise’s rebound
attempt as the Sharks dropped their sixth
straight game. It’s their longest losing streak
since losing seven in a row in February 2013. 

CAPITALS 2, LIGHTNING 1
Braden Holtby made 35 saves to win for the

10th time in his last 11 starts as Washington
beat Tampa Bay. Holtby stopped Valtteri
Filppula’s shot from just outside the crease,
and a scoring chance from the slot by
Kucherov during a 15-second stretch 5 min-
utes into the game. Washington got goals
from Jay Beagle and Evgeny Kuznetsov. Nikita
Kucherov scored for the Lightning, who head

out on a three-game road trip that includes a
matchup Tuesday night at Toronto in which
Lightning captain Steven Stamkos will be in
the spotlight. The Ontario native can become a
free agent after this season, which has been a
topic of great discussion in the Toronto media.
Stamkos had an assist, but saw his goal-scor-
ing drought reach eight consecutive games.

SABRES 2, KINGS 1, OT
Ryan O’Reilly’s sliding overtime goal ended

Buffalo’s three-game losing streak. O’Reilly was
tripped as he cut to the slot, but got off an off-
balance shot that fooled Kings goaltender
Jhonas Enroth at 3:19 of overtime. It was
O’Reilly’s 100th NHL goal. Jamie McGinn also
scored for the Sabres, and Linus Ullmark made
three of his 21 saves in overtime. Marian
Gaborik scored for the Kings, and former
Sabres goaltender Enroth finished with 28
saves. The loss snapped the Kings’ six-game
winning streak, but Los Angeles has picked up
a point or more in nine in a row.

BRUINS 3, PANTHERS 1
Ryan Spooner scored twice and Tuukka

Rask stopped 26 shots to lift Boston past
Florida. Backed by a strong stretch from Rask,
the Bruins posted their eighth win in 11 games
(8-1-2).  Rask is 6-0-2 in his past eight starts. The
28-year-old Vezina Trophy winner held the
Panthers scoreless until former Bruin Reilly
Smith’s fired a slap shot from the right point
that broke between his pads with 6:04 to play.
Brad Marchand sealed it with an empty-net
goal, firing it from center ice with 1:23 to play.
Roberto Luongo made 22 saves for the
Panthers, who lost for the third time in four
games.  They are winless in their past nine
meetings in Boston (0-8-1).

CANADIENS 3, SENATORS 1
Brian Flynn and Max Pacioretty scored in

the first period, and Montreal stopped a four-
game losing streak. Jeff Petry also scored for
Montreal (20-8-3), which scored more than
two goals in a game for the first time in six
contests. Jean-Gabriel Pageau scored for
Ottawa (15-10-5), which went 1-3-0 on a four-
game road trip. Determined to break their los-
ing streak, and facing a flat-looking opponent,
the Canadiens tied a team record with 27 shots
on Craig Anderson in the first period and took
a two-goal lead.

AVALANCHE 3, PREDATORS 2
Andreas Martinsen broke a tie midway

through the third period, Semyon Varlamov
made 34 saves and Colorado beat Nashville.
Francois Beauchemin and Nick Holden also
scored for Colorado in the first game of a three-
game trip. Miikka Salomaki and Craig Smith
scored for Nashville. The Predators fell to 9-4-2
at home and 9-2-1 in its last 12 home games
against Colorado. Colorado seized a 2-0 lead in
the first period, but Nashville rallied to tie the
score at 2 on Smith’s one-timer from the left
point 58 seconds into the third. It was Smith’s
seventh goal of the season. Martinsen’s back-
hander during a scramble in front of the net
gave the Avalanche a 3-2 lead with 10:24 left.

BLUES 3, DALLAS 0
David Backes had a goal and an assist, Jake

Allen stopped 26 shots and the St. Louis beat
Dallas for the third straight time. Vladimir
Tarasenko and Ryan Reaves scored in the third
period to help the Blues end a four game los-
ing streak at home to Dallas dating back to
Nov. 23, 2013. Backes also got into a fight with
Stars forward Jammie Benn in the first period,
earning the Gordie Howe hat trick. Antti Niemi
stopped 23 of 26 shots for the Stars, but fell to
9-9 in his career against the Blues. — AP

Brodie scores in OT to 

lift Flames past Rangers

CALGARY: Micheal Ferland #79 of the Calgary Flames checks Dylan McIlrath #6 of the
New York Rangers during an NHL game at Scotiabank Saddledome on Saturday in
Calgary, Alberta, Canada. — AFP


