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The bombing, the worst terror attack in Kuwait’s history,
was carried out by a Saudi citizen and claimed by the
Islamic State group. Among those acquitted yesterday was
Jarrah Nimr, owner of the car used to drop off the bomber. 

In other developments, MP Abdullah Al-Turaiji yester-
day questioned the interior minister about how Mahmoud
Hajji Haider, a prominent Kuwaiti businessman, got
Kuwaiti citizenship by birth, known as first-degree Kuwaiti
nationality. The lawmaker asked the minister about the
documents by which Haidar received his citizenship. He
also asked if any of Haidar’s sisters have also received citi-
zenship and on what basis. Turaiji also inquired about the
way other relatives of Haidar, a Kuwaiti of Iranian origin,
obtained Kuwaiti citizenship.

Lawmaker Abdulhameed Dashti however strongly criti-
cized Turaiji for asking about Haidar’s nationality, saying
that Haidar has been in Kuwait long before Turaiji himself.

Dashti earlier criticized Turaiji for sending a series of ques-
tions about Kuwait and Gulf Link Co (KGL) and its activities
at Kuwaiti ports. The company is owned by a Kuwaiti Shiite
family. MP Mohammad Al-Jabri meanwhile threatened to
grill Communications Minister Essa Al-Kandari if he does
not answer questions about KGL.

Meanwhile, a decision by the legal and legislative com-
mittee to approve a proposal to stop medical treatment
abroad for Kuwaiti patients caused an uproar. The proposal
was sent to the health committee to study it and will final-
ly go to the Assembly for a vote. MP Sultan Al-Shemmari
said he is confident the health committee will not pass it
while MP Majed Mousa said the proposal is not constitu-
tional. MP Faisal Al-Duwaisan however said the proposal
aims to force the government to hire highly professional
doctors and to invite highly experienced physicians from
abroad to provide medical treatment in the country. The
government pays hundreds of millions of dinars every year
to send Kuwaiti patients overseas. 
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Lama bint Abdulaziz Al-Sulaiman, Rasha Hafza, Sana
Abdulatif Abdulwahab Al-Hamam and Massoumeh Al-
Reda won seats in Jeddah. In northern Saudi Arabia,
Hanouf bint Mufreh bin Ayad Al-Hazimi won a seat in
Al-Jawf, Mina Salman Saeed Al-Omairi and Fadhila
Afnan Muslim Al-Attawi both won seats in the Northern
Borders province.

Two women won seats in Al-Ahsa in Eastern
Province, but their names were not immediately
released. Elsewhere in the province, Khadra Al-Mubarak
won a seat in Qatif district. In the southern Jazan
province, Aisha bint Hamoud Ali Bakri won a seat. In
Qassim, traditionally the most conservative part of the
country, two women were elected but their names were
not immediately released. Another was elected in Al-
Babtain district.

The mayor of Makkah, Osama Al-Bar, told AP yester-
day that Oteibi won in a village called Madrakah, about
150 km north of the city which houses the cube-shaped
Kaaba to which Muslims around the world pray. Many
women candidates ran on platforms that promised
more nurseries to offer longer daycare hours for work-
ing mothers, the creation of youth centers with sports
and cultural activities, improved roads, better garbage
collection and overall greener cities.

In October, the Saudi Gazette reported that harsh
road conditions and long distances to the nearest hos-
pital had forced some women in the village of
Madrakah, where Oteibi was elected, to give birth in
cars. The local newspaper reported that the closest hos-
pital and the nearest university were in Makkah,
prompting some students to forgo attending classes.
The article said residents were also frustrated with the
lack of parks in the village. It is precisely these kinds of
community issues that female candidates hope to
address once elected to the municipal councils. 

The duties of municipal councils are limited to local
affairs including responsibility for streets, public gar-
dens and garbage collection. The councils do not have
legislative powers, but advise authorities and help over-
see local budgets. Saudi Arabia is an absolute monarchy
with some of the world’s tightest restrictions on
women, including a ban on driving. It was the last coun-
try to allow only men to vote, and polling stations were
segregated during the ballot. More than 900 women
were among the 6,440 candidates running for seats on
284 councils. They had to overcome a number of obsta-
cles to participate in the landmark poll. Female candi-

dates could not meet face-to-face with male voters dur-
ing campaigning, while neither men nor women could
publish their pictures.

Women voters said registration was hindered by fac-
tors including bureaucratic obstacles and a lack of
transportation. As a result, women accounted for less
than 10 percent of registered voters. According to elec-
tion commission data, nearly 1.5 million people aged 18
and above signed up for the polls. This included about
119,000 women, out of a total native Saudi population
of almost 21 million.

At least two parts of the country reported a female
turnout of around 80 percent, according to official data.
In the mountainous Baha region, female turnout was
around 82 percent while about half the registered male
voters cast ballots, data showed. In neighboring Asir,
turnout was about 79 percent for women and 52 per-
cent for men. Female candidates expressed pride in run-
ning, even if they didn’t think they would win, while
women voters said they were happy at finally being
able to do something they had only seen on television
or in movies.

Nassima Al-Sadah, an activist in the eastern city of
Qatif, said the voting process itself took place relatively
smoothly, unlike the registration. Many female candi-
dates used social media to campaign, but a handful of
others, including women’s rights activists, were disquali-
fied from the process. Oil-rich Saudi Arabia boasts mod-
ern infrastructure of highways, skyscrapers and ever-
more shopping malls. But women still require permis-
sion from male family members to travel, work or marry.

Ruled by the Al-Saud family of King Salman, Saudi
Arabia has no elected legislature and faces intense
Western scrutiny of its rights record. A slow expansion
of women’s rights began under Salman’s predecessor
Abdullah who announced four years ago that women
would take part in the 2015 municipal elections. Men
have voted since 2005 in the local polls.

In Jeddah, three generations of women from the
same family cast ballots for the first time. The oldest
woman in the family was 94 year-old Naela
Mohammad Nasief. Her daughter, Sahar Hassan Nasief,
said the experience marked “the beginning” of greater
rights for women in Saudi Arabia, who are not allowed
to drive and are governed by laws that give men the
ultimate say over aspects of their lives like marriage,
travel and higher education. “I walked in and said ‘I’ve
have never seen this before. Only in the movies’,” the
daughter said, referring to the ballot box. “It was a
thrilling experience.” — Agencies 
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Leading up to the Paris Agreement, nearly every
nation formed an individual action plan to cut or at
least slow the growth of carbon pollution over the next
decade or so. Richer nations that have already devel-
oped, like the United States, Europe and Japan, pledged
to cut now. Developing nations that say they need fossil
fuels to pull themselves out poverty pledged to slow
the rate of growth for now, and to cut later.

“ The EU and US are all on Slim-Fast,” said Paul
Bledsoe, a former Clinton administration climate official.
“China’s still hitting fast food, but will have to stop soon.”
China, the world’s top carbon polluter, will eventually
have to make the biggest cuts. Overall, for the world to
hit its new target, global carbon dioxide emissions will
have to peak by 2030, maybe earlier, and then fall to
near-zero, experts said. Those levels have been general-
ly rising since the industrial revolution. A new study
suggests emissions may have fallen slightly this year,
but that may be a blip.

Without any efforts to limit global warming, the
world would have warmed by 3.5 degrees Celsius from
now by 2100, according to Climate Interactive. But
China’s submitted plan alone would cut that projected
warming by 1.3 degrees, according to Climate
Interactive. The US plan trims about six tenths of a
degree of the projected warming without a global deal.

And while China is now the No. 1 carbon dioxide pol-
luter with more than a quarter of the world’s emissions,
carbon dioxide stays in the air for at least a century, so
historical emissions are important. Since 1870, the US is
responsible for 18 percent of the world’s carbon pollu-
tion, compared to 13 percent for China.

That all sounds good, but the goals the nations have
set aren’t enough. Taken together, they would still allow
temperatures to rise 2.5 degrees Celsius by the end of
the century from now, so to reach the goals agreed on
this weekend countries will need to do more, Climate
Interactive found. Another climate modeling group,
Climate Action Tracker, is slightly more optimistic, but
still finds the nations’ plans would miss the goal of limit-
ing temperature rise to one more degree. It says the
current proposals would allow a rise of 1.7 degrees
Celsius.

Countries agreed Saturday to take another look at
their goals every five years. “Clearly countries must be
exercising their low-carbon muscles more,” said Rachel
Cleetus, climate policy manager for the Union of
Concern Scientists. French President Francois Hollande
took the first step as he praised the Paris Agreement. He
said France would ratchet up its goals and efforts earlier
than required and challenged other nations to do the
same. “ The world starts tomorrow” UN Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon told climate negotiators. He said
that Saturday. —AP 
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King Mohamed VI launched construction of the plant,
called Noor 1, in 2013, at a cost of Ä600 million ($660 mil-
lion) and involving roughly 1,000 workers. Its start of opera-
tions by the end of this month was set to coincide with the
conclusion of high-stakes COP21 global climate talks in
Paris. “Construction work has finished,” said Obaid Amran, a
board member of Morocco’s solar power agency. “We are
testing components of the production units with a view to
connecting them to the national grid at the end of the year.”
The project’s next phases - Noor 2 and Noor 3 - are to follow
in 2016 and 2017, and a call for tenders is open for Noor 4.

Once all phases are complete, Noor will be “the largest
solar power production facility in the world”, its developers
say, covering an area of 30 sq km. It will generate 580
megawatts and provide electricity to a million homes. The
solar power project will also help reduce the country’s
greenhouse gas emissions. The energy ministry estimates
that its first solar power plant will allow the country to
reduce CO2 emissions by 240,000 tonnes per year initially,
and by 522,000 tonnes with the second two phases. That is
equivalent to nearly one percent of Morocco’s CO2 emis-
sions of around 56.5 million tonnes in 2011, according to
World Bank figures.

The so-called “greenhouse effect” is a natural phenome-
non - an invisible blanket of gases including small amounts
of carbon dioxide (CO2) - that has made Earth warm
enough for humans to survive on it comfortably. But
human activities such as burning coal and oil inject addi-
tional CO2 into the atmosphere, leading to global warming.
Humanity’s annual output of greenhouse gases is higher
than ever, totalling just under 53 billion tonnes of CO2 in
2014, according to the UN.

Morocco, to host next year’s COP22, aims to reduce its
greenhouse gas emissions by 32 percent by 2030 as it
develops renewable energy production. “We have a project
to introduce 6,000 megawatts to the existing electricity
production nationwide,” Energy Minister Abdelkader Amara
said recently. “Two thousand megawatts will come from
solar energy and 2,000 megawatts from wind and hydro-
electric power.” 

Morocco started producing electricity at Africa’s largest
wind farm in its southwestern coastal region of Tarfaya last
year. “Things have been going well so far,” the minister said.
“We’re likely to go beyond 2,000 megawatts by 2020 in the
area of wind power.” But Rabat has not abandoned fossil
fuels altogether - last December, Amara announced a mul-
ti-billion-dollar project to step up Morocco’s search for nat-
ural gas to produce electricity.  — AFP 

Vast desert sun farm to help light...

A young Malaysian girl walks in front of a Christmas tree at a mall in Kuala Lumpur yesterday. — AP 

A photographer looks at the sky at night to see the annual Geminid meteor shower on Elva Hill in Maira
Valley near Cuneo, northern Italy, on Saturday. — AFP 


