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With tears in her eyes, Mohammad Halisi’s
young daughter asked her father “Why are
we bad?” after seeing reports that a Muslim

couple killed 14 people in California last week, and
wanted to know whether she should hide the fact
she is Muslim from others at her school. Recalling the
conversation while choking back his own tears, the
61-year-old father said he felt frustrated that he and
his family were being held responsible for the
actions of people he branded “a couple of idiot ter-
rorists”.

“It’s getting to a point where you have to hide
who you are,” Halisi said on Friday night at the Islamic
Society of Corona-Norco mosque where leaders and
law enforcement met to address negative percep-
tions of the Muslim community. “Seven-year-old kids
cannot say they’re Muslims because of the bad
atmosphere we have.”

The mosque is just 40 km from San Bernardino,
where US-born Syed Rizwan Farook, 28, and his
Pakistani-born wife Tashfeen Malik, 29, opened fire
on his co-workers last week in what the US Federal
Bureau of Investigation is treating as an act of terror.
Malik had pledged allegiance to Islamic State on
Facebook around the time of the attack and the FBI
believes the two had been radicalized for some time.

Muslim Americans across the country have said
they are worried about a backlash, as happened in
the aftermath of the Sept 11, 2001 attacks. A handful
of incidents at mosques and a rash of anti-Muslim
political rhetoric over the last week appear to be
compounding their fears of growing Islamophobia.
On Friday, a fire burned the entrance to a mosque in
Southern California’s Coachella Valley, some 75 miles
from San Bernardino. A 23-year-old man was arrest-
ed on suspicion of arson and for committing a hate
crime, the Los Angeles Times reported. A pig’s head
was thrown at a mosque in Philadelphia on Monday
and a mosque in Jersey City, New Jersey received a
letter calling Muslims “evil” and telling them to “go
back to the desert”.

Several U.S. mosques this year have been subject-
ed to protests by armed groups. On Saturday, a
group of fewer than 10 people, some wearing cam-
ouflage and rifles slung over their shoulders, stood
outside a mosque in the Dallas suburb of Richardson
and held signs and American flags, according to
images and reports from local media.

‘We Feel it More’
US President Barack Obama asked Americans on

Sunday to not turn against Muslims after the Paris
and San Bernardino attacks, but rather work with the
Muslim-American community in fighting home-
grown extremism. But then Republican presidential
candidate Donald Trump ratcheted up the rhetoric
on Monday by calling for a ban on Muslim immi-
grants, students and other travelers entering the
country, provoking sharp rebukes across the US
political spectrum and from abroad.

Close to San Bernardino, at the Islamic Center of
Riverside, where Farook once prayed regularly, mem-
bers said mosque attendance continued to be low
because people did not feel safe. “Because this hap-
pened next door and because our mosque was men-
tioned, we feel it more,” said a 50-year-old Palestinian
immigrant who knew Farook but declined to be
identified by name.

It is not just Muslims that fear the attacks on
Muslims. Around the corner from the Islamic Society
of the Coachella Valley, where Friday’s fire occurred,
neighbor Israel Orantes said he was concerned
about safety, given that it was the second time in
about a year the mosque was targeted. “We are
exposed over here,” said Orantes, who has lived on
what he described as a peaceful, neighborly street
for 14 years. It did not help, he added, that Trump
was stirring up animosity with his comments. “We
know we have crazy Muslims, crazy Christians
around.  They think attacking the mosque is the solu-
tion, but we’re over here, exposed,” he said in front of
his home. —Reuters
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The Kremlin is trying to reassure
residents of Crimea, left in the
dark after electricity supplies from

Ukraine were cut off, that it is coming to
their rescue by installing a power link
with Russia. But the reality is that it will
take many months of complex engi-
neering before Russia can provide
Crimea with a secure electricity supply,
while Western sanctions over the penin-
sula’s annexation have made it more dif-
ficult to buy the best equipment for the
job.

The electricity problems are a stark
reminder that when Vladimir Putin last
year decided to make Crimea part of
Russia he was not just courting interna-
tional outcry but also taking on huge
practical problems about how to sustain
a peninsula that is physically cut off
from Russia. Crimea was plunged into
darkness around three weeks ago after
electricity pylons in southern Ukraine
that carry the four lines that supply
Crimea with the bulk of its power were
blown up by unidentified people.

The authorities in Ukraine, where
anger over the annexation last year is still
raw, have shown little urgency in restor-
ing the power supplies. Russia has flown
in emergency generators that cover
some of Crimea’s power needs, and
Ukraine has partially restored power.  But
until Crimea is fully hooked up to the
Russian grid, it will be vulnerable to pow-
er disruptions. Moscow’s response has
been to speed up work on a so-called
“energy bridge” - a series of cables along
the seabed - it is building across the

Kerch Strait that separates Russia from
Crimea.

That project was launched by Putin
on a visit to Crimea on Dec. 2, but its
transmission capacity remains limited
and Russian officials have largely
glossed over the huge engineering chal-
lenges the remaining work will entail.
“The issue is really pressured. The ener-
gy bridge is not just an underwater
cable, you see,” said Sergei Pikin, director
of Russian consultancy Energy
Development Fund. “It’s difficult work
that normally takes years to complete.”

Energy Bridge
Russia has hired a Chinese firm,

Hengtong, to supply the power cables
to be laid across the Kerch Strait, a
source at a Western electrical corpora-
tion said. Russia’s Kommersant newspa-
per also reported the Chinese firm was
supplying the cables. The Western
source also noted, however, that
Chinese companies have much less
experience in this field than those cut
off from the project due to sanctions.
The previous time Russia laid an under-
sea cable for such a project, in 2011
between the Pacific port of Vladivostok
and the island of Russky, it contracted a
Japanese firm to supply the cable. A
French company supplied the cable for
a link under Lake Baikal in Siberia, com-
pleted in 2005.

Hengtong did not respond to ques-
tions submitted by Reuters about its
role in the project. Russia’s Energy
Ministry declined to say who was sup-
plying the cables. If everything goes to
plan, by June next year all the cables
planned for the energy bridge will be

laid. “850 Megawatts is what it will be
possible to send via the energy bridge
from May 2016, without any risk to the
energy system of the south of Russia,”
Deputy Energy Minister Andrei
Cherezov told Reuters. That should
allow Crimea to plug its electricity
deficit with supplies from Russia,
according to Vladimir Sklyar, director for
utilities research at Renaissance Capital.

But the challenges don’t end with
the undersea cables. Russia must also
build electricity substations and lay
new transmission lines on either side of
the Kerch Strait to connect the new
cables to the existing networks.
Analysts say that because Crimea’s pow-
er has always come from the north, via
a neighbouring Ukrainian region, its
grid is set up to handle north-to-south
flows, and now will have to be re-con-
figured to take in power from the east.

Enduring Solution
Work must be done too on the

Russian side of the bridge to ensure
there is sufficient spare capacity in the
southern portion of Russia’s grid to sup-
ply power to Crimea. E.ON Russia, con-
trolled by German firm E.ON , said on
Thursday it was interested in building
generating capacity in the Krasnodar
region, which Russian authorities have
said could be used to send power to
Crimea. Maxim Shirokov, E.ON Russia’s
head, told journalists: “It will supply
electricity to the wholesale market. ...
The same thing that we’re doing at the
moment. Therefore I don’t see any risks
linked to this.”

Experts say power stations in Crimea
itself offer a more enduring solution to

the peninsula’s energy needs. Russia
plans to build these near Crimea’s capital
Simferopol and Sevastopol, home to its
Black Sea fleet. The first blocks at those
stations are due to come online in Sept
2017, and their generating capacity is to
be doubled to around 940 Megawatts the
following year. That will ensure Crimea is
self-sufficient and can use the bridge as
backup or during times of peak con-
sumption, when around 1.3 Gigawatts of
electricity are needed.

But the power plants are some way
from being completed, and sourcing
machinery could present problems. With
a few exceptions Russian firms do not
produce the powerful gas turbines often
installed in Russian power stations.  Such
turbines are usually bought from
Germany’s Siemens , France’s Alstom and
General Electric of the United States.
Alstom said it had received no requests to
supply equipment to Crimea and
declined to comment on whether it was
prepared to deliver supplies there.
Siemens did not respond to a request for
comment, and GE declined comment. If
those suppliers were to sign contracts to
provide equipment for power stations in
Crimea, they run the risk of violating
sanctions. Finding an alternative solution
is liable to be time-consuming and
expensive. On top of that would be the
challenges of upgrading a power net-
work that was already creaking after
years of under-investment from Kiev.
“There is several years’ work to bring the
system into a good, stable condition,” a
source in Russia’s utilities sector said. “No
one has managed such a task over the
past 50-60 years. Of course it won’t be
easy.”  —Reuters

Crimea faces long road to power security

By Bruce Wallace

At the end of bargaining, when the last bracketed
differences in diplomatic language were [glossed
over], the global climate accord that emerged

from two weeks of talks in Paris proved to be a very a la
carte deal. The intentional flexibility of the Paris agree-
ment was constructed not only to accommodate the
diversity of 195 national interests. It had to compensate
for its limited legal authority with enough aspirational
language to send governments away confident that a
global turn from fossil fuels to cleaner energy sources
was inevitable.

“You cannot always press the parties to do some-
thing on your own terms,” UN Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon told Reuters in an interview just hours before the
agreement was adopted but not in serious doubt. “Just
motivate the parties so that they do it in their own way.”
Most countries in Paris accept that they face a wicked
problem in trying to stop rising global temperatures.
With some exceptions, there is a willingness to get off
dirty energy sources, though many will still need to
burn a lot of coal for quite a while. All know it will take
billions of dollars to get there.

What no one wanted to accept was an onerous col-
lection of international rules dictating how they do it.
The final accord therefore repeatedly “invites,” “urges,”
“requests” and “further requests” countries to take
action. The most ambitious goals - such as holding the
increase in global temperatures to 1.5 Celsius degrees
above pre-industrial levels - are aspirational, requiring
belief that technologies yet to be invented will offer a
realistic route to achieving them.

Ban called the coming together in Paris “the apex of
multilateralism.” And while he said the U.N. will actively
encourage implementation of the deal, the real action
on climate change has clearly moved to the national

and local level, where hard strategic choices lie ahead
for governments, big business executives and energy
start-ups alike.

“This text will send signals to civil society, con-
sumers and businesses,” said Hans Joachim
Schellnhuber, Director of the Potsdam Institute for
Climate Impact Research as he mulled the prospects
for the world to reach the 1.5 degree Celsius target
someday. “It will be up to business, consumers, citizens
and particularly investors to finish the job.”

A Shift Underway
By almost all estimates, the transition to a low carbon

economy will need to summon trillions of dollars for
investment in renewable energies, conservation and
subsidies for those new sources to compete with fossil
fuels. The shift is already underway. Coal prices have
collapsed in the developed world, pressured by tough
pollution regulations as well as newly abundant natural
gas supplies. The last deep pit coal mines in Britain -
birthplace of the fossil fuel-driven Industrial Revolution
- are closing, and the price of energy produced from
solar panels is falling.

“From now, on, the smart money will no longer go
into fossil fuels, but into cleaner energy, smarter cities,
and more sustainable land use,” said Felipe Calderon,
former President of Mexico, one of the world’s biggest
oil producers. Now chair of the Global Commission on
the Economy and Climate, Calderon argued that gov-
ernments must turn their commitments in Paris into
policy, adding that they will find “these actions are also
in their economic self-interest.”

With some passionate exceptions, civil society
groups also appeared energized by the Paris deal. Many
chose to see a half-full version of the text, vowing to
seize the spirit of Paris to step up a global movement to
get investors to divest their holdings from fossil fuel

companies. “Since pace is the crucial question now,
activists must redouble our efforts to weaken that
industry,” said Bill McKibben, co-founder of 350.org, a
grassroots movement that campaigns for divestment
and direct action against projects that would further
develop and transport fossil fuels.

Still, countries face distinct hurdles in driving energy
changes at home. The Obama administration has come
close to exhausting the use of executive authority to
push new regulations that would cut carbon emissions.
Nor is any new legislative action remotely likely as long
as Republicans control the US Congress. The party has
made clear they don’t buy the argument that climate
change is a serious problem, and it has no intention of
voting to fund the US contributions to helping develop-
ing countries convert their economies to a low carbon
future. It has also joined the fossil fuel industry and
many states in a legal challenge to Obama administra-
tion regulations that would cut pollution from power
plants.

Meanwhile in India, Prime Minister Narendra Modi is
determined to electrify rural India, a gargantuan feat only
possible at the moment by producing and burning vast
amounts of cheap coal. Modi sees electrification as the
route to improving the lives of millions of Indians, as well
as a way to entrench the political appeal of his Bharatiya
Janata Party with voters in rural areas. “We should appre-
ciate the challenges India has,” Ban told Reuters. “Three
hundred million people do not have access to electricity
and hundreds of millions of people live under the pover-
ty level.”

How to square those demands for social and eco-
nomic justice with the promises made in Paris is the cal-
ibration politicians and business leaders will now have
to make. Those choices will determine whether the
architects of Paris showed foresight with their creative
flexibility, or just let everyone off the hook.  —Reuters

A la carte action on climate change


