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ROME: (From left) US Secretary of State John Kerry, Italian Foreign Minister Paolo Gentiloni and Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for Libya Martin Kobler wait for the start of a conference on Libya at the Italian
Foreign Ministry headquarters. — AP 

World, Arab powers press divided factions

Italy hosts Libya unity talks
ROME: Major powers and regional players
yesterday pressed Libya’s divided political
factions to back a UN peace plan based on
the formation of a national unity govern-
ment. US Secretary of State John Kerry was
among ministers from 20 countries at a
Rome conference aimed at maximizing the
pressure to end the chaos that has
engulfed the North African state since the
2011 overthrow of Moamer Kadhafi.

“Conflict and instability in Libya have
gone on for too long. Broad participation
here reflects international support for uni-
fied, secure and stable Libya,” Kerry said, in
a tweet from inside the meeting. “We need
to lay groundwork for a unified govern-
ment in Libya to bring the country togeth-
er and respect rights,  interests of all
Libyans.”

The ministers were joined in the after-
noon by 15 Libyan officials representing
political factions in the country’s rival par-
liaments, an internationally-recognized
one based in Tobruk and an Islamist-
backed assembly in the capital Tripoli. The
Libyan delegates included at least four
members of the Tripoli-based parliament
and three from its Tobruk rival, along with
other political figures.

Representatives of both assemblies
have tentatively agreed to sign the UN
plan in Morocco on Wednesday but there
are doubts about whether they can carry

their supporters with them. The accelerat-
ed diplomacy reflects fears in Western cap-
itals that instability in Libya will allow the
Islamic State group to expand its presence
beyond a small section of coastline it cur-
rently controls around the city of Sirte.

Anarchy in Libya has also given people
traffickers a free hand to use the country as
a launch pad from which hundreds of
thousands of migrants have been sent to
Europe in the last two years. European
governments want that route closed off
amid fears a looming humanitarian crisis in
Libya could accelerate the flux.

“Today the international community is
unanimously demanding a national unity
government in Libya,” France’s representa-
tive at the talks,  Harlem Desir,  told
reporters. “We cannot accept a situation of
political chaos where terrorism thrives. It is
a threat to the security of the region and to
Europe.”

‘An irresponsible bet’
Italian Foreign Minister Paolo Gentiloni

had billed the Rome talks in similar terms,
describing an urgent need to “demonstrate
that the action of governments and diplo-
macy can be faster and more effective
than the threat of terrorism.” But there is
pessimism among many Libya-watchers
about the prospects of a new administra-
tion leading to sustainable peace.

Former Italian foreign minister Emma
Bonino and the head of International Crisis
Group Jean-Marie Guehenno called the
rush towards a Wednesday signing “an irre-
sponsible bet.” Writing in Politico, the pair
said it is “wishful thinking” to believe a
majority of Libyans will back a foreign-
backed sole national authority.

Under current security conditions it is
unlikely, they argue, that such a govern-
ment could even enter Tripoli safely. “This
means they will have no control over state
administration, including the pivotal cen-
tral bank,” they wrote. “It could trigger
renewed fighting for control of the capital.”

And any attempt, whether failed or suc-
cessful, to restore authority to Tripoli could
feed separatist rumblings in eastern Libya,
they warn. Alison Pargeter, of Britain’s
Royal United Services Institute, said: “It is
difficult to be optimistic. “The country
needs a proper reconciliation process. At
the moment the largest tribes are outside
the process.  Because they were pro-
Kadhafi, they are completely on the side-
lines.”

Protests against accord 
Saleh El-Makhzoum, a member of the

parliamentary body based in Tripoli, said
Friday that an agreement establishing a
Government of National Accord would be
signed on December 16. And an official of

the rival but internationally-recognized
parliament, Mohammed Choueib, said “we
have decided to move beyond this difficult
period and ask everyone to join us.” But
neither man could promise their col-
leagues in Tripoli or Tobruk would ratify
the deal, under which Libya would be gov-
erned by a nine-member presidential
council.

Hundreds of protesters gathered in
Tripoli’s main square on Friday afternoon,
waving Libyan flags and holding signs call-
ing for a rejection of the UN deal. Libya has
had rival administrations since August
2014, when an Islamist-backed militia
alliance overran Tripoli, forcing the govern-
ment to take refuge in the east.

US and European sources say the aim is
to form a unity government within 40 days
of Wednesday’s signature, after which UN
sanctions could be imposed to force an
accord. If the deal sticks, it would enable
Libya to better govern itself and to fight
the IS fighters that have seized territory
around Kadhafi’s hometown Sirte. It would
also allow a UN-recognized administration
to request arms shipments and even for-
eign military intervention to help rid itself
of the insurgents. Italian premier Matteo
Renzi has said Rome would command a
military mission should the UN agree, and
there have been reports France and Britain
are ready to take part. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi yes-
terday hailed the adoption of a landmark climate
accord in Paris, saying it pointed the world towards a
greener future. “Outcome of Paris agreement has no
winners or losers. Climate justice has won & we are all
working towards a greener future,” Modi posted on
Twitter.  “Climate change remains a challenge but Paris
agreement demonstrates how every nation rose to the
challenge, working towards a solution,” he added.  

In Paris, Modi had argued that India-the world’s
third biggest carbon-emitting country-needed to con-
tinue burning cheap and plentiful coal to rise out of
poverty, arguing that richer nations should make
deeper and faster cuts in their own emissions. He
applauded joint global efforts toward the climate pact
yesterday. “Deliberations at COP21 & Paris agreement
demonstrates the collective wisdom of world leaders
to mitigate climate change,” the leader said on Twitter. 

Developing nations, including India, had insisted
rich countries must shoulder the lion’s share of respon-
sibility for tackling climate change as they emitted
most of the greenhouse gases since the Industrial
Revolution.  These issues have sparked tension over
the years with the United States and other developed
nations in the UN climate forum.  —AFP 

Modi: Climate
justice won in
Paris accord

BANGUI: Heavy weapons fire broke out yester-
day in the Muslim district of Bangui, the Central
African Republic capital, during a referendum
aimed at ending years of bloody sectarian strife,
an AFP reporter said. Fire from heavy machine-
guns and rocket launchers erupted around a
school where voters were waiting to cast their
votes, prompting UN peacekeepers to move in
to protect residents of Bangui’s PK5 Muslim dis-
trict. A Red Cross staffer said six people were
hurt.

Yesterday’s vote was seen as a test run for
presidential and parliamentary elections due to
take place December 27 to end more than two
years of conflict between mainly Muslim and
mainly Christian militias. Five other people were
hurt, two of them seriously, in the volatile
Muslim-majority district earlier yesterday. 

Another three were injured amid gunfire and
grenade blasts in the district of Gobongo, a
stronghold of the Christian “anti-balaka” militia,
a security source said. Several incidents were
also reported in the country’s north and east,

said an unnamed source in the UN peacekeep-
ing force, MINUSCA, sent in to quell fighting that
has forced 10 percent of the population to flee
the country.

If adopted, the constitution would usher in
the country’s sixth republic since independence
from France in 1960 but mark its 13th political
regime in as many years-underlining the chronic
instability undermining the country. The pro-
posed constitution would limit presidential
tenure to two terms, aims to fight institutional
corruption and crimp the power of armed mili-
tias, blamed for years of chaos and terror. The
ballot comes two weeks after Pope Francis
appealed to Muslims and Christians to live as
“brothers and sisters”.

Despite the presence of 11,000 UN and
French peacekeepers, part of the impoverished
country remains out of bounds, under the con-
trol of either rebel chieftains or bandits. The
widespread chaos hampered organization of the
ballot by the country’s interim authorities, with
few election posters visible on the streets just 48

hours beforehand. Only 15,000 copies of the
new constitution have been printed, meaning
that few voters were fully aware of its contents.
Almost two million Central Africans have regis-
tered to vote in a population of 4.8 million-
spurring hopes the election will be the first step
in a return to peace and normalcy. UN chief Ban
Ki-moon appealed on the eve of the vote to
ensure “that the referendum is conducted in a
peaceful and credible manner” and called it a
“significant milestone towards the end of the
transition in the Central African Republic”.

Many of the 5,600 polling stations are locat-
ed in remote areas accessible only by dirt roads.
And of the 460,000 people displaced by the
unrest living in camps across Central African
Republic’s borders-many of them Muslims-only
26 percent have been able to register. The coun-
try was plunged into its worst crisis since inde-
pendence after longtime Christian leader
Francois Bozize was ousted by rebels from the
Seleka force in March 2013, triggering a wave of
violence with “anti-balaka” militias.—AFP 

BANGUI: A Senegalese soldier from the MINUSCA, the United Nations mission in Central
African Republic, takes position to respond to heavy gunfire directed towards the Baya
Dombia school where voters gathered for the Constitutional Referendum.— AFP 

Heavy weapons fire erupts C Africa vote


