
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s chief finance con-
troller said that a highly subjective and
professional auditing strategy would
be launched in line with modern inter-
national auditing systems. Abdulaziz
Al-Dakhil, the chief of the finance con-
trollers body, made the remarks in a
press statement to KUNA, adding that
his agency was established in accor-
dance to law number 23/2015.

It was the product of the legislative
and executive authorities and it aimed
at protecting public funds through
pre-control mechanisms of govern-

ment and institution of independents
budgets, Dakhil pointed out. He
added that, this independent appara-
tus, will raise awareness of conscious
spending of these public institutes
and bodies through a comprehensive
problems solving processes.

This agency is not new, he pointed
out, it is the extension of an existing
auditing system created under
decrees 31, 33, 34, and 51 of 1978,
which they all stipulate auditing pub-
lic funds by designating independent
finance controllers.

KD 41.24 million cases
In  other  news,  the Kuwait

Commercial  Arbitrat ion Center
(KCAC) announced Saturday that the
value of cases submitted to the cen-
ter in 2015 amounted to about KD
41.24 million ($136 million). It said
the number of  companies using
arbitration clauses as a safe alterna-
tive for speed and security in resolv-
ing commercial disputes has been
growing.

The center has an important role in
spreading the culture of arbitration,

Abdulwahab Mohammad
Al-Wazzan, KCAC’s
Chairman, said in a press
statement, confirming the
center’s aspiration towards
economic openness and
faith in business nature,
which requires speed and
flexibility in achieving
transactions and resolving
disputes.

KCAC’s board of direc-
tors has held its second
meeting this year at Kuwait
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry’s (KCCI) headquar-
ters last Wednesday, during
which the members
reviewed several subjects
and achievements since the
beginning of 2015, Wazzan
noted. The meeting also
reviewed a number of
details regarding cases sub-
mitted to the center, in addi-
tion to other subjects on the
board’s agenda, he said,
adding that the board also
reviewed KCAC’s training
courses on preparing a dis-
tinctive generation of arbi-
trators, in which participants
were given a number of lec-
tures on most basic issues in
arbitration. —KUNA
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The social consequences

of inequality

There is a slowly growing social resistance to neoliberalism
across the world. I could sense it as I have seen - and read about
- it. Not only have we all read about the social demonstrations

that took place in London a few months and years back, but I have
recently witnessed an incidence worth writing about - and analyzing.
I was with a number of friends at an outdoor cafe in one of London’s
most luxurious hotels when we, all of a sudden, were showered with
mud by two anarchic-looking individuals. After cleaning and tidying,
still at the outdoor cafe in the luxurious hotel, and after multiple
apologies by the kind staff, my friends and I started analyzing what
happened. “Drunk,” one friend quickly shouted; the other bluntly said:
“drugs, it must be drugs!” Maybe, I thought to myself, but it may also
be deeper. I mean, why would two hopeless-looking yet not-so-old
individuals do such thing under innumerable CCTVs - surveillance
cameras - and simply run away? They must have been trying to send
a message, as did those a few weeks back at Brick Lane in East
London or those of 2011 throughout this highly (wealth and income)
unequal city. As I have written in my last article for the Kuwait Times
two weeks ago, inequality is an important issue that will shape the
world of tomorrow.

The gap between the higher classes and those of lower, work-
ing, proletariat classes is widening. That is, the ‘middle class’ is
arguably shrinking. Well, maybe not entirely shrinking but the high-
er classes, those who constitute the biggest chunk of wealth of one
state, is growing faster than the rest - including the overall
economies of most (Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development) states, as Professor Thomas Piketty argues in ‘Capital
in the Twenty First Century’. Yes I know, with terms like ‘classes’ and
the ‘proletariat,’ I may sound like a communist here but I am
absolutely not; in fact, I may be the total opposite and this will
become clearer through time. But, nevertheless, we have an issue
worth dissecting: If we do not respond to inequality, if the current
status quo remains unchanged, the global social resistance will
solidify and potentially expand. The globalization of resistance to
neoliberal and unregulated market economies may unfold and
flourish. What could be done, I could hear you ask. Well, a global
taxation system and global regulation terms perhaps? Challenging
the causes of inequality, however, is not the purpose of this particu-
lar article. 

Small-scale incidents like the one I witnessed last week or large-
scale ones like Occupy Wall Street may increase as the rich quickly
gets richer. The only way to halt or at least calm social, anti-neoliber-
al movements is to challenge the status quo; that is, look inequality
in the eye and confront it! Confronting inequality would require the
implementation of certain interventionist policies. Would interven-
tionism enrich the economy of one state or oppress it? You, dear
reader, judge. Before attempting to challenge inequality, we should
all at least acknowledge the importance of the issue and not under-
estimate its social consequences. 
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DUBAI: Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority
(KDIPA) Director General Sheikh Dr Meshaal Jaber Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah said that Kuwaiti-Japanese rela-
tions in the fields of investment and economy are ‘strong.’
The remark was made during a meeting held on Sunday
between officials from KDIPA and Japan Foreign Trade
Council (JFTC) in Dubai.

The meeting followed a previous meeting that was
held in the Japanese capital earlier in March, Sheikh
Meshaal said. The meeting tackled Kuwait’s investment
laws, investment opportunities and benefits provided
for foreign companies, most importantly: the exemption
of corporate income tax and the exemption of customs
tariff.

In addition, the meeting shed light on investment
opportunities in the State of Kuwait, giving example of
foreign companies that have been successful in the coun-
try. The meeting was attended by Kuwait Consul General
in Dubai and UAE’s Northern Emirates Theyab Al-Rashidi,
KDIPA Assistant Director General for Business Mohamed
Yousef Yaqoub, KDIPA Head of Licensing and Investment
Registry Sheikh Abdullah Sabah Humoud Al-Sabah and
KDIPA Head of Investment Promotion Bader Al-Jeddi.

KDIPA Conference
Meanwhile, Sheikh Meshaal said that the first confer-

ence of the Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion

Authority (KDIPA), slated for March 2016, will be a joint
national effort. KDIPA is hard at work to guarantee suc-
cess for the conference, to be held under “Kuwait Forum:
Investment Climate and Opportunities”, through coopera-
tion with all relevant government bodies, especially those
with investment opportunities and projects that need to
be promoted among local and foreign investors, Sheikh
Dr Meshaal told KUNA by phone. 

He added that KDIPA will seek to transfer technology,
gain quantum expertise and follow the best practices and
procedures that are likely to enhance Kuwait as a promis-
ing investment destination.

Sheikh Dr Meshaal pointed to cooperation with the
private sector, represented by the Kuwait Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (KCCI), other chambers, senior
officials and specialists. He called for joining efforts to
build an economic identity for Kuwait to reflect its com-
petitive advantages, for a diversified economy and a pros-
perous future. The March event is part of KDIPA’s major
role, namely promoting investment in Kuwait as an
attractive destination for capital, shedding light on avail-
able opportunities in the country as well as relevant
advantages and incentives. —KUNA
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investment ties: KDIPA chief

DUBAI: KDIPA Director General Sheikh Dr
Meshaal Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (cen-
ter) is pictured with attendants on the sideline of
the meeting. —KUNA

BEIRUT/GAZA: The first GCC joint relief project aiming to
help Syrian refugees in Lebanon was launched in Beirut yes-
terday under the auspices of the General Secretariat of the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). Kuwait Red Crescent
Society’s (KRCS) envoy to Lebanon Dr Musaed Al-Enezy said
to KUNA that the project is to provide winter aid in cooper-
ation with the Qatar Red Crescent Society and the Lebanese
Red Cross Society. He added that the project was launched
today by distributing medicines among 13 health centers
serving Syrian refugees in Al-Beqaa Governorate. He noted
that next week they will distribute covers and blankets in
addition to rehabilitate the camps to face cold winter

weather, along with a project to produce 50,000 liters of
drinking water to serve 4000 Syrian families.

Meanwhile, medical coordinator of the Qatar Red
Crescent Society Dr Fadi Al-Halabi noted that the Red
Crescent Societies in GCC countries are contributing to
many important relief projects. Halabi praised the role of
the Kuwait Red Crescent Society in supporting and helping
Syrian refugees since the beginning of the Syrian crisis.

Elderly center
In other news, KRCS representatives in Gaza Strip dis-

tributed here on Sunday a batch of humanitarian aid to Al-

Wafa Center for Aged Care, affiliated to Al-Wafa Hospital.
The Center’s Executive Director Dr Basman Al-Ashi said
that the society distributed around 40 blankets to tens of
old Palestinians residing in the center. The hospital is in
need for such assistance including medical equipment
and drugs.

Ashi expressed deep gratitude to His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahamd Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and the Kuwaiti
people, as well as the KRCS for all the humanitarian relief
they offer to Gazans who have been suffering from the
Israeli siege of the enclave. Al-Wafa Center is the only one
in the Strip that cares for the elderly Palestinians. —KUNA

BEIRUT: Relief aid is distributed to Syrian refugees as part of the first GCC
relief project in Lebanon. —KUNA

First GCC relief project launched for Syrian refugees in Lebanon

GAZA: A KRCS worker distributes humanitarian aid to a patient at Al-Wafa
Center for Aged Care in Gaza, Palestine.

KUWAIT: The US Embassy in Kuwait sent the follow-
ing message to US citizens living in the country con-
cerning the elimination of US passport extra pages: 

Effective January 1, 2016, the Department of State
will eliminate the addition of supplemental visa
pages for passports. To mitigate the impact of this
change, applicants for new passports have started
receiving 52-page passports as of October 1, 2014.
Please note that requests for extra pages on Form DS-
4085 will only be accepted for current passports until
Wednesday, December 30, 2015. 

Starting January 1, 2016, applicants who need
more blank pages will need to apply to renew their

passports and be issued the standard 52-page book.
As the US holiday travel season approaches, you

should consider applying for extra pages while they
are still available or applying to renew your passport
to ensure you have enough blank pages for visa
stamps from other countries. See travel.state.gov for
more information on entry, exit, and foreign visa
requirements.  

For more information about how to apply for extra
visa pages and to make an appointment with
American Citizens Services, please visit
http://kuwait.usembassy.gov/passports/additional-
visa-pages.html.

US Embassy message


