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By Fajer Ahmed 

Office politics are not always pleasant and can be very
stressful at times, especially when sexual, emotional or
physical abuse is involved. Thankfully, the law has put

regulations, restrictions and punishments to avoid uncomfort-
able situations especially in order to protect the weaker party. 

Kuwait Penal Law and Kuwait Labor Law have multiple
articles that protect the parties involved in such situations, yet
it is not always easy to take legal steps as they are ‘corrective’
instead of ‘preventive’ and may require ‘proactive’ measures
that might put the weaker side at risk of losing their job. There
is no right and wrong answer for such situations but I chose
this topic as I think it is important to discuss harassment issues
not just legally, but socially and logically. I have kept the entire
story, and not just the questions emailed, as I also think it is
important for us to share our experiences to let other people
know that they aren’t the only ones and that there is some-
thing you can do about it. 

Correspondence from a reader:
Dear Fajer,
I read your articles in Kuwait Times and I am reaching out

to you, hoping that you can help me with my situation. I am a
young single woman, who just recently got a job that I
deserve.  When I first started working my boss sent me
Whatsapp messages on multiple occasions saying inappropri-
ate things like how he wants to have sexual intercourse with
me and so on. He will then apologize the next day, making me
feel very uncomfortable and dreading to go to work. I forgave
him and left it at the apology as I did not know what I can do,
what would you advice I should have done in such a situa-
tion? Can I use Whatsapp conversations at court? 

Answer: Like I said, there is no right and wrong answer
and with situations like this we need to think logically and not
just legally. My advice to anyone being abused to work is to
take extreme measures right away, because people that
abuse, from my experience, will see how far they can go. They
will test you starting with one word here and one word there,
to see what they can get away with, and it will not stop at that.
If they are doing it to you, they could possibly be doing it to
someone else. I have dealt with harassment myself at work
when I first started working and I know how it feels, you just
do not know what to do. It is especially hard if no else heard
the conversation, but in your case you had Whatsapp mes-
sages and although Whatsapp messages are usually not used
as proof in court, the judge can still take them into account
when considering the case. 

Now for cases like this, you should go straight to the police
station and file a criminal case. Go to the police station closest
to you. 

Correspondence:
A few months later he repeated his behavior, and not

knowing what to do, I spoke to him and told him to behave,
and that is when he started to threaten me saying he will fire
me. I also did not know what to do, could he really fire me?
What can I do to prevent such a situation?

Answer: Yes he can fire you, you can be fired at any time,
but if you can prove that it was unrightfully done, you can get
compensated with three months’ notice, full indemnity and
compensation. So you might not be working there anymore,
but at least you will be compensated accordingly. In this situa-
tion it’s lose-win. 

Correspondence: 
I went to the Kuwaiti partner of the company that I work

for and complained and said, I am going to file a formal com-
plaint with police. But he asked me not to do that, stating that
my boss has family here and all that and so I did not want to
ruin his relationship with his family, so I left it at that. After
that, though my boss started to abuse me emotionally by say-
ing I am not working up to the company’s standards, not
knowing what to do, I submitted my resignation providing
the company with three months’ notice as per Kuwait labor
law. 

A few days later he called me in for a meeting to discuss
my resignation with two other employees present at the dis-
cussion. I was honest at the discussion saying the sexual and
emotional abuse. This caused him to be angry and he then
physically abused me by  throwing  a heavy object at me. I left
the office. The hit my right arm causing it to swell and bruise
for more than a week. I reached out again to the Kuwaiti spon-
sor, and showed him the picture of my leg and said I am going
to police. He again requested me not to and I haven’t till now.
Can I go to police with the picture of my leg and file a case? If
yes, how do I go about this?

Answer: If anyone is being physically abused they need to
go to a doctor within 24 hours and ask for a medical report.
The doctors will give you the report which you then go with
to the police. Pictures a few months later are not considered
official proof, even though the judge might take them into
account. I suggest you always go to the closest doctor and ask
for a report even if you do not plan to file a case. 

Also generally speaking, I advise people put in such situa-
tions not to feel bad for the consequences, if you are being
sexually abused at work, then do not feel bad or ashamed and
do not feel sorry for the person abusing you, considering their
family. You need to face the issue and how his family reacts is
not your fault! So always speak up. If you are afraid, contact
other non-profit organizations that provide support. I know
not everyone can afford a lawyer, but we live in a civic society
and there are plenty of people out there that have experience
in such situations and can assist you. 

Legalese
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By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Kuwait will be affected by a
low pressure front blowing from
Sudan,  leading to the weather
becoming partly cloudy with moder-
ate to fresh southeasterly to westerly
winds with speeds of 20-45 km/h, a
local meteorologist said. The strong
winds would cause rising dust with a
chance of rain that might be thun-
dery at times during daytime, said
Sami Al-Othman, Acting Director of
Kuwait Meteorology Center. Othman
added that clouds would decrease

gradually with light to moderate
westerly to northwesterly winds with
speeds of 15-38 km/h by night and
that temperatures would start drop-
ping again tomorrow because of
northwesterly winds.

Manpower authority’s e-mail
The Manpower Public Authority’s

Acting Manpower Ahmad Al-Moussa
said that the authority ’s hotline
received about 50 complaints and
inquiries in November and December
of 2015. Moussa added that a special
email account has been set up to

receive complaints and inquiries, that
can now be filed through the
WhatsApp hotline number 69009600
or the e-mail pam.kw@outlook.com. 

Entertainment City expansion
The Cabinet yesterday instructed

Kuwait Municipality to complete the
needed procedures to allocate an
area of 1,650,000 square meters adja-
cent to the Enter tainment City
known as Sheikh Zayed Park to the
Touristic Enterprises Company (TEC)
in order to star t  expanding and
developing the city. 

Temperatures to

drop again tomorrow

KUWAIT: Minister of Health Ali Al-
Obaidi stressed yesterday that the
ministry is having zero tolerance and
imposing laws on all  companies,
bodies and public societies exploit-
ing state-owned lands surrounding
governmental hospitals and clinics,
besides any facilities of the Ministry
without legal document.

He added in press statement that
in protection of the states’ rights and
public money, the ministry adopted
a number of legal measures to face
such violations of exploiting lands
affiliated to the Ministry facilities.

The ministry officially addressed
such bodies last October indicating
that exploiting any lands affiliated
to the Ministry should be followed
after offering a bid according to the
condit ions and cr i ter ia  of  legal ,
administrative, and technical and
heal th  terms,  inst ruc ted by  the
Ministry of Finance. The revenues
of using any such lands should only
go to the state’s income as such
f a c i l i t i e s  a re  co n s i d e re d  p u b l i c
properties, according to the legal
measures followed in the country,
he said. — KUNA

Minister of Health warns

violators of state land

Minister of Health Dr Ali Al-Obaidi

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Minister of Health Dr Ali Al-
Obaidi has approved a new patients’
affidavit form that would protect
patients’ rights and safety as well as
protect them from medical errors,
Assistant Undersecretary For Legal
Affairs Dr Mahmoud Abdul Hadi said.
Abdul Hadi added that according to
the new decisions, doctors will be
mandated to brief patients about
medical protocols and options con-
cerning each case before having them
sign written affidavits to show their
approval prior to any surgery or non-
surgical medical and treatment proce-
dure, including the use of medicines
with possible side effects. He added
that the decision also mandated all
public hospitals and clinics as well as
private medical facilities to list proce-
dures that require patients’ or their
legal representatives’ written
approval. 

Jaber Stadium
Meanwhile, the Health Ministry’s

Undersecretary Dr Khaled Al-Sahlawi
stressed that all medical facilities were
ready for the reopening of Jaber
Stadium on Friday. “Preparations
include providing 22 ambulances
around the stadium, a fully equipped

and staffed field clinic, four supply
vehicles, eight immediate interven-
tion clinics and airborne ambulances,”
he explained, noting that 12 doctors,
a medical team and over 100 para-
medics and preventive medicine
teams would be ready for VIP fans. In
addition, Sahlawi said that six ATVs
and four scooters would also be ready
to provide first aid services in record
time in case of overcrowding.
“Farwaniya Hospital will be on full
alert and others will  be ready on
standby,” he added.

On Saturday, the Interior Ministry’s
Relations and Security Media
Department’s Director Brigadier Adel
Al-Hashash said that the stadium’s
gates would be open for audience
from 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm on Friday,
December 18, 2015. He added that a
special parking space is allocated in
an open yard opposite to the stadium,
as well as the parking lot of the boys’
commercial studies’ college near
Farwaniya Hospital, in addition to four
other parking spaces behind the girls’
commercial studies’ college. He added
that 220 patrols would be present to
organize traffic as well as organize
entrance to the stadium and exit after
the ceremony. Hashash also noted
that the stadium could be reached
through the fifth and sixth ring roads,

Mohammad Bin Al-Qassim, Ardhiya
main and Mohammad Al-Mo’sseb
streets. “One hundred and sixty buses
will be available at parking spaces to
carry the audience to the stadium,” he
added.

Human trafficking
MP Majed Moussa strongly denied

having any relations to visa trafficking,
saying that he heard  that some law-
makers intend to submit inquiries
regarding his or his close relatives’
alleged involvement in human traf-
ficking in 2009. “I am only responsible
for myself,” he underlined and pled to
his colleagues to file the inquiries to
the relevant authorities. Moussa dared
MPs to prove that he had had any
transactions with the Ministry of
Social Affairs and Labor or the
Ministry of Commerce, either individ-
ually or through a company.  

Insanity plea
In a second case of its kind, an

Egyptian man being prosecuted for
slandering His Highness the Amir on
Twitter pled insanity before court yes-
terday. After the judge asked him if
had come to Kuwait to work or to
insult people, the accused man said:
“Satan controlled me and I do not
know what happened to me that day.”  

New affidavit form to ‘protect

patients from medical errors’

MP denies human trafficking accusations

Environment police inspect a diesel truck during a
recent campaign.

Three killed

in accidents
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: An elderly woman, a young man and an
Ethiopian maid were killed, while a citizen and a driver
were injured in two accidents reported yesterday.
Policemen received a call about a collision on Nuwaiseeb
Road between a car driven by an Indian man and another
driven by a citizen, which led to the deaths of the old
woman and the maid. The other accident took place on
Wafra road, killing a young man and injuring another.

Fake maids’ office
Residency Affairs Detectives arrested eight members of

a gang, all Asians, for running a bogus maid office and
trading in absconding domestic helpers. The gang agreed
with the maids to escape from their sponsors’ houses and
return to the gang’s premises. All those arrested were
found wanted, so they were arrested and sent to con-
cerned authorities.

Environmental campaign
Environment police carried out a campaign against

diesel trucks in the customs area, resulting in referring sev-
eral suspects and vehicles in violation to concerned
authorities.

Stabbing
Policemen are investigating the stabbing of a bedoon

man who was abducted by two men. The bedoon was kid-
napped from his car following a fight between him and
another man in Jahra. The reason behind the fight was not
immediately known due to the bad condition of the victim
and the culprits’ escape.

Training course
The combat support unit at the protection command of

the Kuwait National Guard organized a course on defusing
explosives for several defense ministry members.
Commander of Protection Brigade Col Hamad Salem said
the course is part of cooperation and expertise exchange
with the army.

Eight people arrested yesterday for running a fake
domestic helpers’ recruitment office.

Al-Jahra Ministries

Complex to be offered

to bidders soon

KUWAIT: The Al-Jahra Ministries Complex Project will be
offered for bidders by the end of December as planned, a
Ministry of Public Works official said yesterday. The press
statement by the ministry’s Assistant Undersecretary for
Planning and Development Abdulmohsen Al-Enezi
quashed social media reports on a delay of the project. He
said that the ministry realizes well how the project is of pri-
or importance to the people in Al-Jahra Governorate and is
working hard to uphold the principle of equal opportunity
among all contractors to bid for the project.—KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait Bourse Company
will begin managing the Kuwait Stock
Exchange (KSE) as of April  25,
Executive Director of the Capital
Markets Authority (CMA) Dr Nayef Al-
Hajraf announced yesterday. In a
press conference, Al-Hajraf said that
the CMA met with the KSE committee
in the presence of Minister of
Commerce and Industry Dr Yousef Al-
Ali.

The meeting reviewed plans of the
Kuwait Bourse Company’s transition
to take over the KSE, and outlined the
company ’s agenda in l ine with
announced dates where the KSE com-
mittee will conclude operations on
April 24, 2016.

The CMA chief noted that the
Kuwait Bourse Company’s transition
to the helm of the KSE will occur
through four different phases, con-
cluding in December 2016. Al-Hajraf
said that the CMA’s international con-
sultants have asked for more details
on the new company. The new com-
pany’s ownership shares are divided
where 50 percent would go to nation-
als while 6% is government-owned
and 44% belongs to the global opera-
tor, Hajraf said.

“ The transfer of power to the
Kuwait Bourse Company was very
time consuming but it is the CMA’s
obligation to ensure a safe transition
of power,” Hajraf said. Kuwait Bourse

Company General Manager Khaled
Al-Khaled affirmed the company’s pri-
ority of promoting KSE development
while seeking greater liquidity and
smoother transactions. Khaled also
highlighted company plans to bring a
new boost to the KSE.

The company,  in  conjunc tion
with international  par tners,  has
issued new standards to ensure a
seamless takeover of KSE manageri-
al  duties,  the Kuwait  Bourse
Company General Manager said. Al-
Khaled asserted that Kuwait Bourse
company is ready to manage the
KSE on the announced date, saying
the company is determined to han-
dle due obligations. —KUNA

Kuwait Bourse Company

to manage KSE in April

KUWAIT: Executive Director of the Capital Markets Authority (CMA) Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf (center) speaks during the
press conference. —Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

Anti-graft agency

seeks closer cooperation

with IACA: Minister

VIENNA: Kuwaiti Minister of Justice and Minister of Awqaf
and Islamic Affairs Yaqoub Al-Sane met with Dean and
Executive Secretary of the International Anti-Corruption
Academy (IACA) Martin Kreutner yesterday.

The meeting, hosted by Kuwait Embassy, gathered also
Chairman of Kuwait Anti-Corruption Authority (KACA)
Justice Abdulrahman Al-Nemash and Kuwait Ambassador
to Austria and Permanent Delegate to the United Nations
Office in Vienna (UNOV) Sadeq Marafi. Speaking to KUNA
following the meeting, the Kuwaiti minister said he has
congratulated Kreutner on the success of the fourth ses-
sion of IACA’s Assembly of Parties which came to a close
earlier today.

“We have explored the possibilities of benefiting from
IACA’s training programs through holding joint courses for
personnel and workshops,” he said, noting that IACA’s dean
is expected to visit Kuwait soon. “Kuwait is always interest-
ed in promoting the fruitful cooperation and experience
sharing with the UN agencies,” the minister affirmed.

Meanwhile, Nemash said Kuwait has been keen on join-
ing since last May the membership of IACA - a global insti-
tution based Laxenburg, Austria, and dedicated to over-
coming the shortcomings in knowledge and practice in the
field of anti-corruption.—KUNA


