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KUWAIT: Kuwait and Kyrgyzstan yesterday
signed a host of bilateral agreements and a
memorandums of understanding (MoU),
covering various fields of cooperation. The
signing ceremony took place at Bayan
Palace, and was attended by His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, the visiting Kyrgyz President
Almazbek Atambayev, His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah.

The first agreement on exemption of
entry visas for holders of diplomatic, service
and special passports, was signed by First
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
and Kyrgyz Foreign Minister Erlan
Abdyldeav. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled and
Abdyldeav also signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) for bilateral consulta-
tions between the foreign ministries in both
countries.

Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of
Finance and Acting Oil Minister Anas Khaled
Al-Saleh and Abdyldeav signed an agree-
ment between the governments of both
countries to avoid double taxation and eva-
sion of income and capital taxes. The two
ministers inked another agreement for

encouragement and mutual protection of
investments, and a third one for economic
and technical cooperation. Meanwhile,
President of Kuwait’s Civil Aviation Fawaz
Abdulazeez Al-Farah and the Kyrgyz Foreign
Minister Erlan Abdyldeav signed an agree-
ment for air services cooperation.

Earlier, His Highness the Amir received
the visiting Kyrgyz President along with the
accompanying delegation, with attendance
of His Highness the Crown Prince, on the
occasion of his official visit to the country.
Official talks were held between the Kuwaiti
and Kyrgyz sides.

The Kuwaiti side was headed by His
Highness the Amir, His Highness the Crown
Prince, His Highness the Prime Minister,
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled and senior State
officials. President Atambayev headed his
country’s delegation at the top-level talks.
Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs
Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah said the talks
dealt with means of boosting bilateral ties
and mutual cooperation, adding the discus-
sions were held in a cordial atmosphere. His
Highness the Amir also held a luncheon
banquet in honor of the visiting Kyrgyz
President and his accompanying delega-
tion.

Meanwhile, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
received Atambayev, and the two sides dis-

cussed mutual coordination at various lev-
els, regional and international issues of
common concern. The meeting was attend-
ed by the Amiri Diwan Adviser, Mohammad
Abdullah Abulhassan, Kuwait Ambassador
to China Mohammed Saleh Al-Thuwaikh,
Assistant Foreign Minister for Asian Affairs
Musaed Al-Thuwaikh and other ranking
ministry officials.

Tunisian FM
In other news, His Highness the Amir

received Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled and
Tunisian Foreign Minister Al-Tayeb Al-
Bakoush, who handed His Highness the
Amir a letter from the President of Tunisia,
Beji Caid Essebsi. The letter tackled bilateral
relations between both countries and
means of enhancing these relations in all
fields. Later, National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem met the visiting
Tunisian Foreign Minister, and they dis-
cussed bilateral relations between both
nations and the latest regional and interna-
tional developments.

Early yesterday, His Highness the Amir
received His Highness Sheikh Nawaf,
Ghanem, His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled, and
Chairman of the Kuwait Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (KCCI) Ali

Mohammad Thunayan Al-Ghanem.
Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince
received Speaker Ghanem, Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled, Deputy
Prime Minister, Minister of Interior Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,
Deputy Prime Minister of Defense Sheikh

Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah, Minister of
Information, Minister of State for Youth
Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah, and Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs, and Acting Minister of
Electricity and Water Mohammad Al-
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Finance and Acting Oil Minister Anas Al-Saleh and Kyrgyz Foreign
Minister Erlan Abdyldeav sign an agreement in the presence of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, Kyrgyz President Almazbek Atambayev, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah and First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah.

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem meets
Kyrgyz President Almazbek Atambayev.

— Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah receives a letter from Tunisian President Beji
Caid Essebsi, presented by Tunisian Foreign Minister Al-
Tayeb Al-Bakoush.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah meets Chairman of the Kuwait
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI) Ali Mohammad Thunayan Al-Ghanem
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Amir receives Kyrgyz President, Tunisian FM

KUWAIT: Warba Bank participates
in the ‘KFAS Innovation Challenge
2016’ sponsored by Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement
of Sciences in collaboration with
the Cambridge Judge Business
School Executive Education at
Cambridge University  from
November 2015 to May 2016. This
is a key executive applied educa-
tional program giving Kuwaiti pri-
vate sector institutions the oppor-
tunity to enhance their innovation
capabilities. 

Warba Bank’s team of four man-
agers, amongst 10 teams, has quali-
fied to take part in this challenge,
for which hundreds of Kuwaiti com-
panies have applied, after success-
fully meeting the required partici-
pation criteria. Warba Bank’s partici-
pation comes in line with its care
for innovation which is a key value
adopted by the Bank in delivering
its business and services to the cus-
tomers. The Bank also cares for sup-
porting its employees and continu-
ously seeks to develop their skills
and capabilities for innovation to
give the Bank a completive advan-
tage and lasting motivation for
growth and leading the Islamic
banking sector. 

Warba Bank’s Team members
participating in the “Innovation
Challenge 2016” seek to get the
utmost benefit from these training

programs combining academic
education and practical application
under the leadership of a world-
class academic institution.
Additionally, Warba Bank’s team
will endeavor to acquire new expe-
rience through exposure to global
mega institutions. 

On this occasion, the Deputy
CEO for Investment and Treasury
Shaheen Hamad Al-Ghanim said:
“Warba Bank’s participation in this
unique event organized by Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement
of Sciences is of great importance
as it comes in line with the Bank’s
objectives,  for developing its
employees skills and enhancing
their efficiencies and expertise in
the field of management and lead-
ership. At the Bank, we strongly
believe in the importance of inno-
vation for achieving the Bank’s
goals and giving it cutting edge
competitive advantage in the
Kuwaiti market through introduc-
ing new skills and practices to the
business.” 

Ghanim added: ”Warba Bank
considers innovation as a vital val-
ue adopted for enhancing the
Bank ’s position in the sector.
Through innovation, the Bank con-
tinues to apply the state of the art
banking technologies satisfying
customers’ needs and exceeds
their expectations, giving advan-

tages to all stakeholders including
employees who innovate solutions
and render creative ideas that
facilitate customers’ fulfillment of
their requirements and enable
Warba Bank to have a prominent
mark in the Islamic banking mar-
ket.” 

Tailored programs
Ghanim added:” Warba Bank

prioritizes employees training and
provides them with the latest tai-
lored programs designed at the
highest international standards to
match the latest developments
and expertise worldwide. For this
end, Warba Bank designed special
training courses for its staff. The
Bank is proud to participate in this
challenge, the first of its kind in
Kuwait and the Middle East, which
will develop the academic and
innovation skills of the partici-
pants. Participants will undergo
intensive courses for six months
and will participate by presenting
workshops and projects of their
own design under the orientation
and support of the educational
team at Cambridge University. This
will result in an innovative initia-
tive with true added - value to
companies aiming to improve par-
ticipant’s scientific capabilities. The
initiative will be presented to the
Assessment Panel then Champions

of the Innovation Challenge will
have Achievement and Innovation
Certificates from the Cambridge
University. 

Under its strategy, Warba Bank
continues to attract national cal-
ibers, develop their potentials, sup-
port the process of qualifying
national caliber in the banking sec-
tor and provide them with oppor-
tunities for learning core skills. Such
skills will enable them to innovate
new practices while fostering the
innovation culture for achieving
and driving the Bank’s sustainable
development and help national cal-
ibers to become the future leaders
of the banking sector in general
and Islamic banking in particular.

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Civil
Information (PACI) released the Android
version of Kuwait Finder after the release of
the iOS based version in March 2015.
Kuwait Finder was installed by more than
350,000 users since it was released back in
2013, this installation base created a user
community which PACI is looking after. 

PACI, during the last Kuwait Finder ver-
sion has collected, analyzed, and evaluated
the community feedback, and interaction
with Kuwait Finder, and used this collected
information to support the decision of
what functionality should be added,
enhanced, and/or removed. The new ver-
sion of Kuwait Finder has come with a
brand new interface, design, and many oth-
er functions and features: 

- Arabic/English interface, expanding
the Kuwait Finder community to non-
Arabic speakers.

- Satellite image view allows the user to
see the results in top of satellite images.

- Hierarchical Search, allows the user to
search by the normal descriptive address
information with ease in address naviga-
tion.

- Funeral information, allows the user to
list, and search for condolences location in
case he has to go for the event.

- Search Category, gives the user a
chance to search by establishment cate-
gories, and locate establishments by their
economic and commercial activity.

- Favorites, gives the user the opportuni-
ty to store, and access his favorites from dif-
ferent devices and web interfaces using his
Twitter, Facebook, and Google plus creden-
tials.

- Turn-by-Turn voice guidance and navi-
gation, allows the user to navigate to the
search address and/or establishment with
voice guidance. PACI included the same
navigation engine used by most of car nav-
igation systems.

The new version of Kuwait Finder was
updated by more than 250,000 users and
more than 200 users are updating daily

with more new users are installing the
application. Since 2013, Kuwait Finder has
been awarded many local, regional and
international awards. It even bagged the
first place in best GIS based mobile applica-
tion in Esri User Conference in USA, and
Excellence in Enterprise GIS implementa-
tion award in GISWorx in UAE, Dubai, 2015.

The Public Authority for Civil
Information (PACI) has proved that GIS can
be an added value for any government
organization by utilizing GIS as an IT
enabler. PACI experience has been show-
cased in many international conferences,
including the esri Middle East and Africa
user conference, held before 1000 special-
ists in Abu Dhabi in November 2015. 

PACI showcased the use of Big Data and
Geoanalytics and how these tools can be of
great benefit for creating more informative
decisions by utilizing to analyze the mas-
sive amount of socio-economic data, and
how to use these tools to create a localized
traffic map for State of Kuwait.
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KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Suleiman Al-Jarallah opened yesterday a preparatory technical committee for Kuwaiti-Iraqi ministeri-
al supreme committee meetings that will be held on December 21-22. Jarrallah said that these meetings will promote bilateral ties in all
domains, stressing the importance of establishing coordination between Kuwait and Iraq. The technical committee consists of senior govern-
ment officials from both countries. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Security Apparatus
Chief Sheikh Thamer Al-Ali Al-Sabah stressed
on the importance of the strong ties between
Kuwait and the NATO Defense College since
2010. The official’s remarks were made during
a dinner banquet he held in the honor of the
college’s Vision of the Commandant Major
General Janusz Bojarski late Saturday, during
his visit to Kuwait.

Sheikh Thamer expressed his pride over
having the first Kuwaiti representative in
NATO’s Senior Course, held for the second
time in four years, and the acceptance of a
second Kuwaiti participant for the upcoming

training course ‘Senior course 128.’
Meanwhile, he said that the opening of

the NATO-ICI Center in Kuwait set for 2016,
will further strengthen the relationship and
cooperation between the two sides. The cen-
ter will be the first of its kind in the Middle
East region, Sheikh Thamer added.

The launching of the NATO’s center comes
in time where the region is facing many secu-
rity challenges including the political devel-
opments in Libya, Egypt and Yemen, the
humanitarian crisis in Syria and the growing
terrorist role of the so-called Islamic State
(ISIL), the Chief noted.— KUNA

‘Kuwait, NATO share deep ties’


