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SUNDERLAND: Odion Ighalo’s 10th goal of
the campaign earned Watford a 1-0 victory at
Sunderland yesterday that saw the promoted
side rise to seventh place in the Premier
League. The Nigerian striker converted a
fourth-minute cross from Allan Nyom at the
Stadium of Light and Quique Sanchez Flores’s
men withheld late pressure to register a third
consecutive Premier League win for the first
time. While Watford climb three places to sev-
enth, within touching distance of the
European places, Sam Allardyce’s Sunderland
remain a point from safety in the relegation
zone. Both teams will now brace themselves
for daunting festive fixtures, with Watford and
Sunderland scheduled to face Chelsea,
Manchester City and Liverpool, while Watford
must also contend with Tottenham Hotspur.

Ighalo has been a key figure in Watford’s
fine adaptation to life in the top flight and he
took less than four minutes to make his mark
on a soggy afternoon in northeast England.
Watford right-back Nyom sent a ball into the
box from the right and Ighalo threw himself
in front of Sebastian Coates at the near post
to toe the ball past goalkeeper Costel
Pantilimon.

He came close to claiming a second short-
ly after, skinning John O’Shea but seeing his
shot blocked on the line by a sliding defend-
er, with Jose Manuel Jurado firing the
rebound against the post.

With Sunderland toiling, Allardyce made
an early tactical adjustment, introducing Jack
Rodwell for DeAndre Yedlin and switching
from a back three to a back four. Pantilimon
was called upon to repel a curler from Etienne
Capoue, but Sunderland finished the half
strongly.

Fabio Borini shot wide and Watford goal-
keeper Heurelho Gomes was obliged to tip
the ball over the bar after Miguel Britos head-
ed a Yann M’Vila free-kick towards his own
goal. Sunderland continued to push in the
second half, but Watford initially succeeded in
keeping them at arm’s length, with Gomes
equal to a long-range effort from Rodwell.

Allardyce added Adam Johnson and
Jermain Defoe to the mix, the pair replacing
Borini and Steven Fletcher, but although
Johnson teed up Defoe to score in the 76th
minute, it was ruled out for offside.

The hosts finally put Watford under seri-
ous pressure in the closing stages, but
Duncan Watmore’s shot swerved narrowly
wide and Gomes produced a brilliant low
save to thwart Defoe. —AFP

PARIS: All the groups are displayed behind the trophy of the UEFA Euro 2016 football tournament after the final draw in Paris yesterday. — AFP

BERLIN: Robert Lewandowski and Philipp Lahm
netted yesterday as Bayern Munich laboured to
a 2-0 win against Ingolstadt to get back on track
after last week’s shock Bundesliga defeat.  After
losing in the league for the first time this season
with a 3-1 humbling in Moenchengladbach last
Saturday, Bayern produced a subdued perform-
ance at Munich’s Allianz Arena before pulling
away with two second-half goals.

“It was a great performance from Ingolstadt,
they really put us under pressure,” said Lahm,
who admitted his side lacked energy after their
2-0 win over Dinamo Zagreb on Wednesday in
the Champions League.

“It was the first time in ages that we didn’t
come out and play with lots of energy right from
the start. “We need to learn from that and
remember that we also need to have that ener-
gy. “Otherwise it becomes difficult, particularly
when the opponent plays very well, as with
today”.

Bayern could have been 2-0 down at the
break as Ingolstadt, who are in their first season
in Germany’s top flight, wasted clear chances.
Australia forward Mathew Leckie set up Stefan

Lex early in the second-half, but the latter fired
straight at Bayern goalkeeper Manuel Neuer.

Lewandowski claimed his 15th league goal of
the season when he pounced on Jerome
Boateng’s long pass, rounded Ingolstadt’s goal-
keeper Ramazan Ozcan and slotted home from a
tight angle on 65 minutes.

FIRST GOAL
Lahm doubled Bayern’s lead with 15 minutes

left when he claimed his first goal in the famous
red shirt since October 2014 as he hit the far left-
hand corner. With second-placed Borussia
Dortmund playing at Eintracht Frankfurt today,
Bayern took their chance to go eight points clear
for at least 24 hours. With Moenchengladbach at
Bayer Leverkusen on Saturday night, Hertha
Berlin took the chance to leap-frog Gladbach
into third when they romped to a 4-0 win at
Darmstadt.

Bosnia striker Vedad Ibisevic scored on 12
minutes, after Salomon Kalou played a part in
the build up, before defender Marvin
Plattenhardt curled in a free-kick midway
through the first-half to make it 2-0 at the break.

Ibisevic netted his second on 50 minutes
before Kalou picked up his eighth goal of the
season in the final quarter of an hour as Hertha
enjoyed their biggest win of the season.

Fresh from Tuesday’s Champions League win
over Manchester United, which confirmed their
place in the last 16 as group winners, Wolfsburg
stayed fifth as they laboured to a 1-1 draw at
home to Hamburg. Germany squad member
Nicolai Mueller gave the visitors the lead on 21
minutes when he tapped home the rebound
after Pierre-Michel Lasogga went one-on-one
with Wolfsburg’s goalkeeper Diego Benaglio.
Wolves equalised when Maximilian Arnold
spared their blushes with a late strike.

Werder Bremen stayed within three points of
the relegation places after a 1-1 draw at home to
Cologne as Nigeria striker Anthony Ujah had a
first-half penalty saved for the hosts. 

Hoffenheim enjoyed their first win since
September when Jonathan Schmid’s first-half
goal sealed their 1-0 win at home to Hanover 96
which lifted them to 17th. Stuttgart dropped to
bottom again after their goalless draw at home
to Mainz on Friday. — AFP

Lewandowski, Lahm net as 
Bayern labour to victory

Perfect 10 for Ighalo as
Watford climb goes on

Sunderland   0 

Watford   1

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA Champions League
Aston Villa v Arsenal 16 :30
beIN SPORTS
Liverpool v West Bromwich 19:00
beIN SPORTS
Tottenham v Newcastle 19:00
beIN SPORTS

Spanish League
Rayo Vallecano v Malaga 14:00
beIN SPORTS 
SD Eibar v Valencia 18:00
beIN SPORTS 
Atletico v Bilbao 20:15
beIN SPORTS 
Villarreal v Real Madrid 22:30
beIN SPORTS

Italian Calcio League
AC Milan v Hellas Verona 17:00
beIN SPORTS 
Chievo Verona v Atalanta 17:00
beIN SPORTS 
Empoli v Carpi 17:00
beIN SPORTS 
SSC Napoli v AS Roma 20:00
beIN SPORTS
Juventus v Fiorentina 22:45
beIN SPORTS 

German Bundesliga
FC Augsburg v Schalke 04 17:30
beIN SPORTS
Borussia Dortmund v Eintracht 19:30
beIN SPORTS

French League
AS Monaco v Saint Etienne 16:00
beIN SPORTS
Angers v Girondins 19:00
beIN SPORTS
Marseille v Ajaccio 19:00
beIN SPORTS
PSG v Lyonnais 23:00
beIN SPORTS 

LONDON: Stoke City’s Marko Arnautovic, front, and West Ham United’s Alex Song
battle for the ball during their English Premier League soccer match at Upton Park,
London, yesterday. — AP

Injury-hit Hammers draw 
blank in Stoke stalemate

LONDON: West Ham were forced to settle for
a 0-0 draw against Stoke as the injury-hit
hosts failed to turn their pressure into goals at
Upton Park yesterday.

Slaven Bilic’s side dominated for long peri-
ods and hit the woodwork through Mauro
Zarate, but they have now gone six Premier
League matches without a win.  Stoke remain
in mid-table after producing another obdu-
rate display that underlined why they have
kept seven clean sheets in their last nine
league games.

Bilic was forced to make two changes from
the line-up that drew at Manchester United
last weekend with Winston Reid and Victor
Moses sidelined with injuries that further
weakened a team already missing Dimitri
Payet, Diafra Sakho and Manuel Lanzini.

Stoke had also suffered an injury blow late
in the week when Switzerland winger
Xherdan Shaqiri was ruled out with an illness.
Shaqiri’s replacement, Marco van Ginkel,

almost put Stoke ahead when he stretched to
reach Ibrahim Afellay’s cross, but instead of
making contact with the ball the Dutch mid-
fielder caught West Ham goalkeeper Adrian
with an eye-watering blow in the groin area.

Van Ginkel wasted an even better chance
moments later, scuffing wide from close-
range from another dangerous Afellay deliv-
ery.  Marko Arnautovic netted twice in Stoke’s
surprise 2-0 win over Manchester City last
weekend and the Austria striker threatened
to break the deadlock when he narrowly
failed to turn in Glen Johnson’s cross.  Stoke
defender Ryan Shawcross was involved in a
bruising battle with Andy Carroll, at one point
pole-axing the Hammers striker with a block
that left him needing treatment on his face.

Carroll was undeterred and came close to
opening the scoring in the 49th minute with
a powerful header that forced a good stop
from Jack Butland.  Butland did well to deny
Carroll again midway through the half, while
Stoke mounted a rare attack that saw
Arnautovic hit the bar with a deflected free-
kick. Zarate almost won it for West Ham in the
closing stages when he cleverly worked space
for a 20-yard strike that cannoned back off a
post with Butland beaten.

Stoke substitute Mame Diouf was sent
clear by Arnautovic in the closing moments,
but Adrian made the save to ensure a share of
the spoils.  — AFP

West Ham 0 

Stoke 0  

Crystal   1   

Southampton   0 

LONDON: Yohan Cabaye scored the only goal of the
game as Crystal Palace earnt a first ever Premier League
victory over Southampton yesterday.

DR Congo international Yannick Bolasie produced
some vintage wing-play before crossing for Cabaye to
tap home from close range seven minutes from half-
time at a blustery Selhurst Park in South London.  In 12
previous Premier League meetings between the teams,
Palace had failed to win even once and had scored just
a single goal in their last seven meetings with the
Saints.

But a first top flight success against Southampton for
24 years pushed Alan Pardew’s Eagles up to sixth in the
table.

Pardew made one change to his starting line-up
from Monday night’s 1-1 draw at Everton with winger
Wilfried Zaha back from suspension to take the place of
Australia international Mile Jedinak.

Ronald Koeman made four personnel changes and
switched to a 3-5-2 formation that seemed to unsettle
his charges. Cabaye caused panic in the Saints box with
a low free-kick that fizzed past everyone, needing just a
slight touch to turn it in.  Saints goalkeeper Paulo
Gazzaniga then made a stunning triple-save keeping
out Bolasie’s looping, curling shot, springing to his feet
to block Cabaye’s finger-stinger and then parrying a
close-range prod from Connor Wickham.  Shane Long
bent a shot just wide for the visitors before home goal-
keeper Wayne Hennessey showed stunning reflexes to
acrobatically push Steven Davis’s header over the bar.

Cabaye slotted in from close range on 38 minutes
after Bolasie just managed to stay onside before cross-
ing from the right. In the second half, Jason Puncheon
failed to turn in Bolasie’s cross against his former
employers before Long blazed wildly over at the other
end.  Another player lining up against his former club,
Saints captain Jose Fonte blocked Zaha’s shot as Palace
threatened to run away with it.  Koeman brought on top
scorer Graziano Pelle from the bench but it failed to
spark a revival.

Zaha should have finished it but after Bolasie cut in
from the left, the former Manchester United winger
sliced the French-born Congolese international’s cut-
back high over the bar from 10 yards.  Gazzaniga almost
sealed the victory when he let a backpass run under his
foot before scrambling back to save his own blushes.
Moments later he turned Wickham’s shot around the
post before blocking one-handed Bolasie’s volley from
the resulting corner.

Even so, Saints could have snatched a point in injury
time but Hennessey saved well to deny Long’s half-vol-
ley. —AFP

Cabaye helps Palace 
end Saints hoodoo

NORWICH: Wes Hoolahan’s scruffy equaliser
prevented Everton from gaining on the
Premier League’s leading sides as Roberto
Martinez’s men were held to a 1-1 draw at
Carrow Road yesterday.

Victory would have taken Everton to with-
in a point of fifth-place Tottenham Hotspur,
but after Romelu Lukaku gave them a 15th-
minute lead, they squandered a glut of
opportunities to extend their advantage.
Hoolahan duly levelled the scores early in the
second half, scuffing in from close range to
consign Everton to a third consecutive draw
and inch Norwich a point clear of the relega-
tion places.

Alex Neil’s side might have emerged with
all three points, only for Cameron Jerome to
produce a glaring miss with 20 minutes
remaining, hoisting the ball over the bar from
Hoolahan’s flick.

Gerard Deulofeu signalled Everton’s ambi-
tion with an early driving run into the
Norwich box and after Lukaku had dragged a
shot wide, the Belgium striker put the visitors
ahead. Norwich left-back Martin Olsson’s pan-
icky clearance went straight to Deulofeu and

the former Barcelona winger arced a beautiful
cross to the back post, where Lukaku charged
in to head home.

It was Lukaku’s 15th goal of the season, in
all competitions, and made him the first
Everton player since Bob Latchford in 1975 to
score in seven consecutive games. With
Norwich’s defence all at sea, a second Everton
goal seemed a matter of time. Declan Rudd
rushed out to save from Arouna Kone, before
Lukaku somehow failed to turn the ball into
an open goal from Tom Cleverley’s right-wing
cross. Lukaku also shot narrowly wide twice,
while England left-back Leighton Baines,
making his first start of the season after a
long-term ankle injury, slammed a right-foot
shot against the post.

But Martinez ’s side-who eliminated
Norwich from the League Cup in October-
failed to make their dominance count and
within seconds of the kick-off in the second
half, they were punished.

Ryan Bennett, sent on for Andre Wisdom
at half-time, met Robbie Brady’s corner with a
header and although Tim Howard parried,
Hoolahan was on hand to bundle the ball
over the line from close range.

The chances dried up momentarily,
Ramiro Funes Mori blocking from Brady at
one end, Olsson from Kone at the other,
before Jerome wasted a gilt-edged chance to
give Norwich victory.  Hoolahan’s clever back-
heel presented him with a clear sight of goal,
but with the net at his mercy, the former
Stoke City striker shanked the ball into the
stands from six yards out. — AP

NORWICH: Everton’s Romelu Lukaku, center, scores his side’s first goal of the game
during their English Premier League soccer match against Norwich City at Carrow
Road, Norwich, England, yesterday.  — AP

Hoolahan punishes 
profligate Everton

Norwich 1    

Everton  1                   


