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Developed and developing nations have failed for
decades to sign an effective universal pact to tame global
warming and shore up defenses against its impacts. They
have been badly divided over how much responsibility
each side must shoulder. At the heart of the deal is cutting
back or eliminating the use of coal, oil and gas for energy,
which has largely powered nations’ paths towards prosperi-
ty since the Industrial Revolution began in the 1700s.The
burning of fossil fuels releases greenhouse gases, which
cause the planet to warm and change Earth’s delicate cli-
mate system. Ending the vicious circles requires a revolu-
tion in energy efficiency and a switch to cleaner sources,
such as solar and wind.

“Climate change represents an urgent and potentially
irreversible threat to human societies and the planet,” the
draft warned. Developing nations have insisted rich coun-
tries must shoulder the lion’s share of responsibility for tack-
ling climate change as they have emitted most of the green-
house gases since the Industrial Revolution. But the United
States and other rich nations have stood firm that emerging
giants must also do more. They have argued that develop-
ing countries now account for most of current emissions,
and thus will be largely responsible for future warming.

Legal obligations
Rich countries promised six years ago in Copenhagen to

muster the $100 billion a year referred to in the new agree-
ment, which is meant to help developing nations transition
to renewable energies and cope with the impacts of global
warming. But how the funds will be raised remained

unclear going into the Paris talks, and developing nations
had demanded clarity in the new accord. Developing coun-
tries also demanded a commitment to increase the amount
after 2020. The United States had insisted it could not
accept proposals that the accord made the financing obli-
gations legally binding. Despite being formally submitted,
the proposed agreement was not available immediately
after Fabius’s speech.

Ahead of the talks, most nations submitted voluntary
plans to curb greenhouse gas emissions from 2020, a
process widely hailed as an important platform for success.
But scientists say that, even if the pledges were fully hon-
ored, Earth would be on track for warming far above safe
limits.  They also warn against failures to spell out how
much to cut greenhouse gases and by when, thus provid-
ing key markers on the path towards the targets.  Nations
most vulnerable to climate change lobbied hard for word-
ing in the Paris pact to limit warming to 1.5C.  Big polluters,
such as China, India and oil producing-giant Saudi Arabia,
preferred a ceiling of 2C, enabling them to burn fossil fuels
for longer.

The proposed agreement’s references to both a target of
“well below 2C”, while also aiming for 1.5C, indicated the
vulnerable nations had won the battle.  As Fabius put for-
ward the proposed deal, green demonstrators lobbied
anew, using the geolocalisation feature on their mobile
phones to spell out the words “Climate,” “Justice” and “Peace”
on an interactive map of the city.  But the talks could yet
take another twist with opposition to points of the planned
agreement when ministers gather again. A closely watched
part of the new text will be details on the framework for
reviewing and improving national pledges. — AFP 

Cheers as France presents UN climate-rescue...
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weapons and slaughtering 14 people at his office hol-
iday party in Southern California.

While women previously have served as suicide
bombers for violent Islamist groups, experts describe
Malik’s role as a breach of current IS limits on the role of
women, and the group has been muted in its public
responses to the killings. Farook and his family, like many
traditional families in South Asia and elsewhere, used
regional matchmaking websites to search for a suitable
bride, although it’s not clear if that’s how he met Malik.

An Associated Press review of matrimonial websites
showed many families in Pakistan seeking grooms with
passports to more prosperous countries, including the
United States and Canada, but also in the Middle East. 

There were no obvious extremist views on the profiles
of would-be brides and grooms. Some Pakistan families,
however, told The Associated Press they avoided online
matchmaking for just that fear. “After the incident in
California, we should be extremely careful,” said Munir
Anwar, a poet in the deeply conservative town of
Liaqatpur, in Malik’s home region of Punjab, Pakistan.
People meeting friends or matches online “play with fire,”
declared Azim Khalid, a university teacher in the Punjab
town of Vehari.

Unlike Malik, who was a university graduate, most of
the Pakistan brides being sought by Pakistani-origin fam-
ilies in the West tend to be less educated and thus pre-
sumed to be better housewives, said Eric T Dean Jr, a
Connecticut-based immigration lawyer who specializes
in fiance visas for brides and grooms from abroad, like
the visa on which Malik arrived. Dean said he’s noticed
one particularity on fiance visas: The United States
appears to give almost all would-be grooms from
Pakistan seeking fiance visas an extra layer of security

checks known as “administrative processing.”
But he couldn’t recall a would-be Pakistani bride get-

ting that extra scrutiny. The State Department, which last
year denied no more than 618 out of more than 36,500
fiance visas sought globally, declined to say how many of
those denials were for security concerns. The Islamic State
group, meanwhile, has avidly sought female recruits to
serve as brides for fighters in its territory in Syria.

While lawmakers including Sen Lindsey Graham, a
South Carolina Republican, voiced worry, after the San
Bernardino shootings, of foreign brides marrying
American citizens specifically to launch attacks here,
there’s no evidence to date that’s ever happened, security
experts and others said. The prohibition on women tak-
ing the offense in jihad is one key reason. Only if imams
issue a fatwa, or ruling, that women are needed for the
fight can they join it, the Islamic State group declared
earlier this year in an online manifesto. If Malik’s marriage
to Farook were arranged by an extremist organization or
operative, Graham described that as a “game changer”
during a hearing this week in Washington.

In response to a question from Graham, FBI Director
James Comey testified that any involvement in the
marriage by extremist groups would be “a very, very
important thing to know.” So far, IS has noted the hus-
band-and-wife team publicly only as “supporters.” Malik
went on Facebook at the time of the attack to swear
the couple’s allegiance to the group. Perhaps because
of Malik’s role, female IS recruits who’ve been quick to
crow online about other beheadings, bombings and
shootings have been hushed about this attack, said
Melanie Smith, another researcher at Havlicek’s Center
for Strategic Dialogue. “I think they want to be kind of
celebratory about it,” Smith said. “But it kind of goes
against what they are told is necessary and authorized
for them.” — AP 

Wife’s role in US attack raises fear

Continued from Page 1

They overcame a number of obstacles to participate
in the landmark poll. Female candidates could not
directly meet any male voters during their campaigns.
“This is really silly,” said Sahar Hassan Nasief, a women’s
rights activist in the Red Sea city of Jeddah.

She said men and women were already mixing to a
degree in the workplace, supermarkets and other loca-
tions, although restaurants, banks and other public
places include separate sections for “families” and single
men. Nasief said the election campaign was “not really”
fair because of the segregation and a rule against any
candidates publishing their own picture, but it “felt really
good” to vote. Female voters said registration was hin-
dered by bureaucratic obstacles, a lack of awareness of
the process and its significance, and the fact that women
could not drive themselves to sign up.

As a result, women account for less than 10 percent of
registered voters and few, if any, female candidates are
expected to be elected. “Even if men take all the seats, I
feel we still won,” said Munifa, a nurse who lives outside
Hafr Al-Batin city in the kingdom’s northeast. “I have a
voice and it matters. It doesn’t matter if I vote for a man
or a woman,” said another northeastern resident, who
gave her name only as Noura, 24. One-third of seats on

Saudi Arabia’s 284 councils are appointed by the munici-
pal affairs ministry, leaving women optimistic that they
will at least be assigned some of them.

‘Lack of information’
At a male polling centre in central Riyadh, Ahmad

Soulaybi, 78, said he did not know enough about female
candidates in his region to support any. “I voted for a
man because I lack information about the women,” he
said. According to election commission data, nearly 1.5
million people aged 18 and over are registered to vote.
This includes about 119,000 women, out of a total native
Saudi population of almost 21 million.

Oil-rich Saudi Arabia boasts modern infrastructure of
highways, skyscrapers and ever-more shopping malls.
But women still face many restrictions, and must get
permission from male family members to travel, work or
marry. Ruled by the al-Saud family of King Salman, Saudi
Arabia has no elected legislature and faces intense
Western scrutiny of its rights record. The kingdom’s first
municipal ballot was in 2005, for men only. A slow
expansion of women’s rights began under Salman’s
predecessor Abdullah who announced four years ago
that women would join the elections this year. “It’s only a
start, and it’s a very good start,” Nasief said. “Nothing
comes easily.” — AFP 

Saudi women vote for the first time in...
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A spokesman for DAMAC Properties, Niall
McLoughlin, declined to comment on why Trump’s
image had been removed from a billboard outside the
project construction site, along with that of his daughter,
Ivanka Trump. The AKOYA by DAMAC project will include
a Trump-branded golf course, gated island community
and spa. Trump is also building a second golf course, the
Tiger Woods-designed Trump World Golf Club, at anoth-
er DAMAC property in Dubai, AKOYA Oxygen. An adver-
tising billboard outside the AKOYA by DAMAC develop-
ment had shown Trump in a red hat swinging a golf club

against a backdrop of a lush green golf course.
By Thursday, the image had gone, a Reuters photog-

rapher said. An adjacent photo of Trump’s daughter
Ivanka, an executive vice president for his Trump
Organization firm, was also removed from the billboard.
Gold letters spelling out “Trump International Golf Club,”
affixed to a landscaped stone wall at the entrance to the
project site, were also removed later in the day, accord-
ing to the Reuters photographer. Trump on Thursday
postponed a planned trip to Israel amid the global back-
lash over his proposal. Israeli politicians and more than
370,000 Britons urged their governments on Wednesday
to bar Donald Trump from their countries. — Agencies 

Trump ‘a disgrace’: Saudi billionaire 

RIYADH: Saudi women prepare to vote at a polling center during the country’s municipal elections in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia yesterday. — AP 

DALLAS: They are known as “Three Percenters,” followers of a
movement that has rallied against gun control efforts nation-
wide, patrolled the US border with Mexico and recently begun
confronting Muslim Americans. Followers describe themselves
as armed “patriots.” But some of their leaders have been blamed
for threats and vandalism against lawmakers, police and
Muslims. One prominent member from Phoenix prompted an
FBI alert in November after posting an expletive-filled Facebook
video saying he was headed to upstate New York with guns to
challenge a Muslim group. 

A Three Percenter in suburban Dallas led a mosque protest
by armed, masked men that same month. Texas has been the
scene of several other incidents this year that have raised anti-
Muslim unease. Two Muslim gunmen in May were shot outside
a Prophet Muhammad cartoon contest in Garland. Police in
Irving arrested a 14-year-old Muslim whose teachers thought
his homemade clock was a bomb in September. All this comes
at a time when Texas has led a number of states trying to block
the resettlement of Syrian refugees and Republican presidential
candidate Donald Trump called for a “complete shutdown” of
Muslims entering the US.

(I don’t think we need this anymore, given the rewrite of the
Trump reference. I wrote this so that people wouldn’t get con-
fused and think Trump was overly influential in the anti-Muslim
efforts: The Three Percenters have expressed concerns about
national security in waging anti-Muslim activities this year.) “We
will interfere with every move they (Muslims) make towards
taking over our country,” Dallas protest organizer David Wright
said in response to questions the Associated Press sent to his
personal Facebook page. “We are ready to fight back if they
come at us violently.”

Wright, who plans to protest at a different mosque, hasn’t
advertised the “Three Percenters” name in his activities. But he
claimed membership in comments on Facebook and said he

was a leader in a Texas chapter. A second Facebook profile
appends the Roman numeral “III” to his name, as do other Three
Percenters, and features a black “III%” patch as a background
photograph. The Three Percenters movement began in 2008,
galvanized by President Barack Obama’s election, followers and
researchers say. The name comes from the disputed percentage
of colonials who armed themselves and fought the British dur-
ing the American Revolution.

The number of Three Percenters is unclear partly because
anyone can ascribe to the movement. The man credited as the
founder has claimed 3 million on his blog. One national Three
Percenters’ Facebook group has about 12,000 members, includ-
ing people from all 50 states. Followers appear to consist mainly
of white, male, conservative gun owners who believe the nation
has been pushed to a tipping point by socialists in government
aiming to disarm them, strip their constitutional rights and take
their property, according to groups that track anti-government
movements.

The Three Percenters lack a formal command structure, but
have ideological similarities with other groups such as minute-
men or militias. Their founder, a former militia member named
Michael B.  “Mike” Vanderboegh, stresses what he calls “armed
civil disobedience.” Vanderboegh, 63, a one-time nurse’s aide
who lives in Pinson, Alabama, looks the part of an elderly pro-
fessor. With the cadence of a Baptist preacher, he blends refer-
ences to God and fist-banging disdain for “predatory govern-
ment.” “What they are selling is a lie told by pathological collec-
tivist liars ... to satisfy their insatiable appetites for your liberty
and your property, even at the cost of your life,” he told a crowd
this year in Canon City, Colorado.

A 2009 Anti-Defamation League report called Rage Grows in
America featured Vanderboegh and the Three Percenters as a
growing “anti-government” movement. The Southern Poverty
Law Center has labeled him an extremist. — AP

‘Three Percenters’ target US Muslims 


