
CADIZ, Spain: Sleeping in, hanging out in the
park and slouching in front of the TV is how 18-
year-old Carlos Cabilla, a member of Spain’s so-
called “lost” generation, fills his days.

Like nearly three in ten Spanish youths, the
tattooed and pierced 18-year-old is unemployed,
not studying and not seeking work, the product
of an education system that experts say fails to
adequately prepare students for the job market.
Their plight is a key concern for Spanish voters in
a December 20 general election in which conser-
vative Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy faces a hard-
fought battle to retain power.

Cabilla lives in Segunda Aguada, a working
class neighborhood in the southwestern port of
Cadiz, where the unemployment rate stands at a
whopping 37 percent, compared to 21 percent at
the national level. For those under the age of 25,
the jobless rate surpasses 60 percent.

Cabilla started studying hairdressing when he
was 15 but dropped out after just one term. He
has only had a few odd jobs since then. “I wake
up at around noon, I spend the afternoon with
friends in a park, we talk, we smoke, until 10 or 11
pm,” he said.

He then returns to the flat he shares with his
father Ramon and his partner, as well as his 22-
year-old brother and 13-year-old half-brother.

He also spends hours watching TV or playing
video games. When asked how he sees his son,
Ramon, a who works for the local government,
says: “Unmotivated”. “I am worried, but he is my
son and the only thing I can do is try to motivate
him and wait until things get better in his life”, he
says. His son is not alone.

During Spain’s decade-long building boom

many young people dropped out of school to get
well-paid work on building sites or in the services
sector. But when the property bubble collapsed
in 2008, sending the Spanish economy into a tail-
spin, these jobs dried up, leaving thousands of
youth out of work and without education.

Just over 27 percent of Spaniards aged 15-29
were neither in school nor working in 2013,
according to the OECD, compared to 15 percent
for the entire 34 nations that make up the club of
mostly rich nations.

The situation has become so common in
Spain there is even a new word for it “NiNi”, a col-
loquial Spanish contraction combining “neither”
and “nor” referring to youth who are not studying
and who don’t even try to find a job.

‘No useful training’ 
Part of the problem is that Spain does not

offer high-quality apprenticeship schemes and
short-term vocational training like those that
exist in other European nations like Germany,
said Anna Laborda from the ESADE business
school in Barcelona. “There is no practically train-
ing that is really useful,” she said. Vitor Rebola of
Spain’s Youth Council, which groups 76 youth
organizations from across the country, said “there
is a lack of ambition on the part of institutions” to
help these youngsters.

The body calls for more professional training
schemes to fight Spain’s school drop-out rate of
22 percent, the highest in the European Union.
“Before it was really easy to dream, today no,” said
Ramon. Today young people “are bitter and they
don’t talk about their future because they don’t
have one,” he adds. —  AFP

JOHANNESBURG: South African
President Jacob Zuma yesterday denied
rumors he had an affair with the chair-
woman of state-owned airline amid
media speculation the relationship had
led to the sacking of the finance minister.

Zuma dismissed Finance Minister
Nhlanhla Nene on Wednesday.  The min-
ister had earlier rebuked Dudu Myeni,
chairwoman of state-owned South
African Airways and a close ally of Zuma,
for mismanaging a 1 billion rand ($62.98
million)deal with Airbus. Myeni is also
executive chairwoman of Zuma’s charita-
ble trust, the Jacob Zuma Foundation.
“Her relationship with the President is
purely professional, and is based on the
running of the Foundation,” the
Presidency said in statement. “Rumours
about a romance and a child are baseless
and are designed to cast aspersions on
the President.”

Zuma replaced Nene with a relatively
unknown parliamentarian, David van
Rooyen, unnerving investors in an ailing
economy whose investment grade status
is already at risk.

Citing an unnamed government offi-
cial, Business Report newspaper reported
this week that Nene’s dismissal could be
linked directly to his fall-out with the SAA
board.

Many other local media had also spec-
ulated Nene might be moved out after
he rebuked Myeni.

Rumours of a romantic relationship
between Zuma and Myeni have circulat-

ed since 2009 when the she was appoint-
ed to the board of the ailing national flag
carrier.

Zuma’s office also criticised as a “mali-
cious fabrication” reports that Nene was
removed because Myeni was not happy
with instructions from the respected for-
mer finance minister.

“No member of the SAA Board is
above the Minister of Finance or can
operate outside of the mandate and
direction provided by the Minister of
Finance and the National Treasury,” the
Presidency said. Zuma, South Africa’s
leader since 2009, is a polygamist mar-
ried six times and father of more than 20
children The axing of Nene, a veteran civil
servant who was keen to rein in govern-
ment spending in Africa’s most industrial-
ized economy, has sent the rand to
record lows and caused a sell-off in bank-
ing stocks.

Nene was also opposed to plans to
spend possibly as much as $100 billion
building a fleet of nuclear power stations,
an investment most analysts said the
country could not afford. Former South
African health minister and leading anti-
apartheid activist Barbara Hogan called
on Friday for Zuma to quit.

The highest-profile member of the
African National Congress (ANC) to come
out against the sacking of Nene, Hogan
said Zuma had crossed a line and needed
to be held to account for the dismissal of
a respected long-term finance ministry
official. — Reuters

ATHENS: Guylo is a musician, looking for a place of
peace to play his guitar. Fares wants to study.
Mohammed is waiting for news of his wife and child
after becoming separated from them en route.

All are migrants trapped in Greece after being
barred from continuing their odyssey through
Europe-and are desperate to get out. “We are look-
ing for (smuggler) networks, do you know some-
one?” asks Guylo, 37, who fled fighting in the
Democratic Republic of Congo.

“I will do anything to get somewhere where I
can be at peace, do my business, play my music,” he
says, adding that Paris would be his first choice.

In recent weeks, thousands of migrants have
been blocked in Greece following a decision by sev-
eral European nations to only allow transit through
their borders to refugees from Syria, Iraq and
Afghanistan.  Earlier this week, over 2,000 mainly
African migrants were taken to Athens 

from the Greek border with Macedonia to the

north, and lodged in a former Olympic taekwondo
hall in the south of the capital. Conditions are poor
in the facility that authorities say can nominally
accommodate 300 people in an emergency.

“We sleep on the floor, there are no mattresses,
there is no hot water,” says Mohammad, a 36-year-
old Palestinian who became separated from his
wife and child on the Macedonia border.

The migrants receive three meals a day from
humanitarian agencies, but they sleep on a con-
crete floor, sanitation is basic and brawls are com-
mon. Used pasta and soup cartons lay strewn
about.

‘We can’t take any more’ 
“We are scared here, we can’t take any more,”

says Guylo. “The Moroccans go out and buy beer
and once they have drunk it, they start provoking
people or fight among each other,” he adds.

The previous night, three people were injured in
a fight that apparently broke out over an attempted
cellphone theft. “There are Moroccans, Algerians,
Yemenis, Eritreans, it’s easy for a brawl to break out,”
says local mayor Dionysis Hatzidakis.

“Right now there is order but this can’t go
on...they need to be contained here and eventually
deported,” he says. Greece, in economic crisis for the
past five years, says it plans to repatriate what it
calls economic migrants as it lacks the capacity to
accommodate them.

“Those without papers, the so-called illegal
migrants, have the right to request asylum (or) the
right to voluntary repatriation,” junior interior minis-
ter for migration Yiannis Mouzalas said this week.

“If they do not request either within 30 days, they will
be returned to their countries of origin,” he said. — AFP

I N T E R N AT I O N A L

BERLIN: The United States has asked Germany for
more military help in the fight against Islamic State, a
German magazine reported yesterday, a week after
parliament approved a plan to join the campaign in
Syria. Der Spiegel said US Defense Secretary Ashton
Carter had sent a letter asking for a bigger military
contribution from Berlin.

Its mission currently includes six Tornado recon-
naissance jets, a frigate to protect the French aircraft
carrier Charles de Gaulle, refuelling aircraft and up to
1,200 troops. The deployment is a direct response to a
French appeal for solidarity after militant attacks in
Paris killed 130 people.  Germany does not plan to car-
ry out air strikes in Syria.

A German Defence Ministry spokesman confirmed
a letter had been received from the United States and
its content was under consideration, giving no further
details. Germany has over the last two years shown a
growing readiness to commit troops to foreign mis-
sions.

Defence Minister Ursula von der Leyen said last
week Germany might need bigger armed forces to
cope with the more assertive role. She said an analysis
into staffing and the organization of combat forces
would report in a couple of months on whether per-
sonnel levels were appropriate.

More than 3,000 personnel are currently deployed
overseas and the Syria mission will raise that by up to
1,200. Von der Leyen also wants to send 650 troops to
Mali to help the French campaign against Islamist mil-
itants there. Germany last year started arming Iraqi
Kurds fighting Islamic State.

Refugee stance
German Chancellor Angela Merkel defended her

open-door policy on refugees in an interview pub-
lished yesterday ahead of a key party congress and an
EU summit likely to see her stance come under fire.
Merkel said she was working on reducing the number
of migrants coming to Europe’s biggest economy,

which is bracing for the expected arrival this year of
one million people fleeing war and poverty.

However she added that “it’s illusory to believe
that the problem of refugees can be resolved at the
German-Austrian border. “The large movements of
refugees can only be resolved through international
cooperation,” Merkel told the Augsburger Allgemeine
newspaper.

And she urged improved protection of the EU’s
external borders, as well as increased cooperation
with Turkey from where most of the Syrians fleeing
their country’s four-year conflict set off across the
Mediterranean. Merkel also reiterated the need to
preserve Europe’s passport-free Schengen zone. “We
all value the free movement of people, goods and
services. And no country in Europe needs that like
Germany.

“But it can only function long-term if the external
borders of the EU are protected,” she said, ahead of an
EU summit Thursday and Friday. — Agencies
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BERLIN: (L to R) German social democratic party SPD Secretary General Katarina Barley, European Parliament President
Martin Schulz, European Union High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Federica Mogherini,
Austrian Chancellor Werner Faymann, French Prime minister Manuel Valls, SPD leader, German Vice Chancellor,
Economy and Energy Minister Sigmar Gabriel and Sweden’s Prime Minister Stefan Lofven pose at the SPD annual feder-
al congress in Berlin yesterday. — AFP

MADRID: The arrival of new parties with
young, connected leaders has thrown Spain’s
election campaign into rock ‘n’ roll mode as
voters better used to staid politics discover
their candidates singing on TV, posing in
glossies or commenting live football.

Anti-austerity party Podemos and centrist
grouping Ciudadanos burst onto the scene
on the back of a devastating crisis that left
many citizens fed up with mainstream poli-
tics, and polls indicate they will attract a
huge number of votes in December 20 gen-
eral elections.

At home both on chat shows and social
networks, their 30-something leaders are a
constant presence in Spanish households,
forcing even the country’s stern, distant
prime minister to turn a new leaf and
embrace US-style pop politics. “It’s exhibi-
tionism,” complains Iker Merodio, founder of
political communication firm Soluciones
Comunicativas.

“This campaign is more televised (than
previous ones), but not necessarily for the
best, because what we see doesn’t necessari-
ly mean a valuable political point will be
announced.”

Posing naked 
And so it was that Pablo Iglesias, the pony-

tailed, 37-year-old Podemos leader, took out
his guitar and strung a tune dedicated to “all
those women who are with idiots and should
leave them” on a popular talk show.

Or that Albert Rivera, the telegenic, 36-
year-old head of Ciudadanos, posed for
Glamour magazine in a black leather jacket,
his motorcycle helmet in hand. But that was
nothing compared to how Rivera brought his
party to the fore in 2006, by posing naked on
an election poster-”a marketing campaign
plain and simple to enter a political system
that... was impenetrable,” he later wrote in a
book.

“These are leaders... who are way more
accustomed to pop politics, or appearing in
the media, particularly television,” says Xavier
Peytibi, a political communication consultant.
None of it “really has much to do with politics
but it is useful to get close to a large majority
of the population, which became very de-
politicized after the economic crisis.”

And this “exhibitionism”-as well as the par-
ties’ promise of change-have had their effect,
with polls predicting that Ciudadanos will

give the long-established ruling Popular party
(PP) and PSOE (Socialists) a run for their mon-
ey at the elections, with Podemos not far
behind. Even the conservative PP has had to
adapt. Deputy Prime Minister Soraya Saenz de
Santamaria, for instance, was seen emulating
Michelle Obama on a chat show, performing a
choreographed dance to Mark Ronson’s
“Uptown Funk.” But perhaps most surprising
of all, Mariano Rajoy himself, the 60-year-old
prime minister who is running for re-election,
has suddenly embraced television.

The man who once conducted press brief-
ings via a plasma screen has sat down on the
couch of TV host Bertin Osborne for a heart-
to-heart-divulging such tidbits as the time he
bumped into Barack Obama in a South
African gym-and provided football commen-
tary live on radio. According to the conserva-
tive ABC daily, which is close to the PP, Rajoy
only gave two television interviews in the two
years after he came to power in 2011.

Now, he is accumulating them, although
he was heavily criticized for refusing to appear
in a debate with Iglesias, Rivera and Pedro
Sanchez, the 43-year-old PSOE leader nick-
named “El Guapo”-or “Handsome.” — AFP
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SEVILLA: President of the regional government of Andalusia Susana Diaz (R)
and Spanish Socialist Party (PSOE) leader and candidate in the December 20
general elections, Pedro Sanchez wave as they arrive for campaign meeting
under the party’s electoral program titled “A future for the majority” in Sevilla
yesterday. — AFP

WARSAW: A man wears a wig in the Polish national colors as he takes part in an anti-
government demonstration in central Warsaw yesterday. Some 50,000 people rallied
in central Warsaw to “defend democracy”, denouncing the new conservative govern-
ment which took office a month ago. — AFP 
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Refugees from Afghanistan make their way out of the sea, as their boat, on which
they crossed a part of the Aegean sea from Turkey, hit on rocks on the Greek
island of Lesbos, yesterday. — AP
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