
CAIRO: Egyptian journalists hold posters calling for the release from prison detention of Mahmoud Abou-Zeid, known as Shawkan,
in front of the Syndicate of Journalists building in Cairo. Shawkan was arrested in August 2013 while taking photographs of the gov-
ernment’s violent dispersal of a sit-in by supporters of ousted Islamist President Mohammed Morsi and has spent over 800 days
locked up without charges. — AP 

CAIRO: An Egyptian judge yesterday postponed the
trial of 739 people accused of murder and staging an
armed sit-in because they would not fit inside the
courtroom cage. Judge Hassan Farid said he received
a letter from the Cairo security directorate stating
police would be unable to move the defendants
from prison to the courthouse after cage expansion
works had stalled. The trial was adjourned until Feb
6.

The defendants are among thousands rounded
up at a protest site in August 2013. Supporters of for-
mer President Mohamed Morsi of the Muslim
Brotherhood staged two Cairo sit-ins in June that
year just before the military ousted him. They are
charged with planning and participating in an armed
gathering, the murder of police forces tasked with
breaking up the gathering and the possession of
weapons without a licence, among other charges.
The seven-week standoff turned into a bloodbath
when security forces killed hundreds of Brotherhood
supporters as they cleared the two protest camps in
one of the bloodiest days in Egypt’s modern history.
Eight policemen were also killed.

Dozens of policemen and civilians were killed in
violence after the protests were cleared. The authori-
ties went on to arrest thousands of Brotherhood
members and banned the group in a fierce crack-
down on the world’s oldest Islamist movement.

Egypt’s mass trials of Brotherhood members and
people accused of links to the group, as well as its
tough crackdown on Islamist and liberal opposition
alike, have drawn international criticism of its judicial
system and human rights record. Defendants attend
trials inside a courtroom cage in most Egyptian trials. 

Two policemen jailed 
In another development, two police officers were

sentenced yesterday to five years in jail by an
Egyptian court for torturing a lawyer to death in a
police station in February, a rare penalty against
members of the security forces. Lawyer Karim
Hamdy, 27, was arrested in February on charges of
taking part in anti-government protests organised
by the Muslim Brotherhood, the movement that the
military removed from power in mid-2013. He died
two days after his arrest after sustaining fractures to
the ribs, bruises and bleeding in the chest and head,
the initial forensic report showed.

The lieutenant colonel and major with the nation-
al security agency were found guilty of torturing
Hamdy to death. More than 200 lawyers are behind
bars in Egypt for defending the government’s
Islamist opponents, according to attorneys and
human rights groups. Egyptian police, notorious for
human rights abuses during the rule of autocrat
Hosni Mubarak, melted away during an uprising

which toppled him in 2011. They have since made a
strong comeback, with rights groups saying police
brutality is widespread in Egypt.

The sentence, which can be appealed, comes a
day after nine other policemen were referred to a
criminal court and charged with beating to death a
father of four. He was one of at least three men who
died in police custody in the space of a week in
November, prompting riots in his home town and
rare media scrutiny of police methods. Despite the
growing outcry over such allegations of abuse of
suspects, critics blame a culture of impunity for
police still only rarely being held to account and
have called for an independent body to investigate
abuse cases.

The Interior Ministry has said it would investi-
gate all abuse allegations. An end to police brutality
was one of the key demands of the 2011 uprising
that ended Hosni Mubarak’s 30-year rule. Unlike in
the past, the families of those who have died in cus-
tody have been vocal in their demands for transpar-
ent investigations. “The verdict is a condemnation
of the torture policy in police station and confirms
that the victim was tortured and killed by the two
officers,” lawyer Mohamed Othman, representing
Hamdy’s family, told Reuters. “The verdict is a mes-
sage to all those in power who make light of peo-
ple’s dignity.” — Agencies 
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PRINCETON: Josh Freeman is an athlete
and engineering student at one of
America’s most elite universities.  But
between track and studying he’s campaign-
ing for the right to say what he thinks. When
the 20-year-old sophomore criticized pro-
testers demanding that Princeton strip the
name of former US president Woodrow
Wilson from campus because of his racist
views, he was slandered.

“If you’re a white person, they’d be like
you’re white, you’re racist...  and if you’re
African American and disagree with them
like I did, you’re hinted at being a traitor for
not standing with them, which should not
be the case at all,” he said. Across the United
States, university campuses have been
roiled by protests from minority students
accusing college authorities of disrespect,
demanding boycotts, resignations and

name changes. At Princeton, 50 miles
southwest of New York, there is a campaign
to strip the name of Wilson from its presti-
gious school of public and international
affairs, a residential complex and a mural.

Wilson is best known abroad as the man
who brought the United States into World
War I, tipping the balance in favor of the
Allies and for sponsoring the precursor of
the United Nations. But at home, many
remember his virulent racism against
African Americans. Last month, students
from the Black Justice League held a 32-
hour sit-in to demand Wilson’s name be
removed from campus-a call backed by an
editorial in the New York Times. The univer-
sity has asked its Board of Trustees to
address the matter, with a special commit-
tee formed this week to review Wilson’s
legacy.

‘Open discussion’
“Princeton must do better. We must com-

mit ourselves to make this University a place
where students from all backgrounds feel
respected and valued,” said university presi-
dent Christopher Eisgruber. But Freeman
does not believe censoring Wilson’s name is
the right answer. He is part of the Princeton
Open Campus Coalition, set up last month
by students from a mix of ethnic back-
grounds to protect diversity of thought.

Freeman argues that by enrolling at
Princeton, students are acknowledging its
past-good and bad. “The leaders that we
look up to and admire, they all had their
flaws, so are we just going to stop naming
everything after these great leaders?”
Freeman asked. “Or do we name things after
them and have an open discussion about
their flaws, how we can move forward and

learn from them and become better?”
The US campus protests about race are

rooted in the nationwide “Black Lives Matter”
movement sparked by police shootings of
unarmed black suspects. But academics say
they also reflect a wider tussle over free
speech in American universities, where many
say the constant fear of causing offense has
fueled a creeping form of censorship. Last
month, Yale University advised students not
to don Halloween costumes such as turbans
or feathered headdresses-that could be
deemed hurtful to minorities. A couple of
academics who questioned the advice are
now facing a hate campaign on campus.

Safe space  
Faculty members across the country are

being asked to ascribe so-called “trigger
warnings” to elements of the syllabus that

might prove upsetting to their students. At
Brown University, another of America’s elite
Ivy League schools, students set up a tem-
porary “safe space” with coloring books, Play-
Doh and blankets to help students cope
with a debate about sexual assault.

Law professors complain that students
take offense at being taught about rape and
abortion, sparking accusations of discrimi-
nation and sexual harassment. The issue has
reached such proportions that some crimi-
nal law professors no longer cover the topic
of rape at all, according to Jeannie Suk, law
professor at Harvard University. Decades
after bra-burning feminists fought for
equality and activists for civil rights, any-
thing seen as undermining a rigorous
equality of treatment between students has
become a new taboo, in a trend being mim-
icked in Britain too. — AFP 

Egypt judge postpones trial of 
739; courtroom cage too small 

Policemen jailed for torturing lawyer to death 

GUANTANAMO: The horror of September 11,
2001 dominated proceedings in a Guantanamo
Bay military court Friday, a stark contrast from
earlier days of often-abstract testimony that
rambled far from the events of 14 years ago.
The so-called “9/11 Five”-the men accused of
plotting the terror attacks that killed about
3,000 people-were in court this week for pre-tri-
al hearings ahead of an eventual capital trial
that likely is still several years away.

Their prosecution, which dates back to 2008,
is already one of the longest in American histo-
ry, and allegations of government misconduct
stemming from the men’s capture and torture
in the early 2000s have hampered efforts to
nudge the case to trial.  The so-called 9/11 Five
are: alleged mastermind Khalid Sheikh
Mohammed, Walid bin Attash and Ramzi
Binalshibh of Yemen, Ali Abd Al-Aziz Ali-
Mohammed’s nephew-and Mustapha al-
Hawsawi of Saudi Arabia. All five face the death
penalty if convicted. Defense attorney Walter
Ruiz estimated the case would reach trial in
2020 at the earliest.

Even prosecutors, who are more optimistic
about the pace, said they wouldn’t even have
all discovery documents ready until the end of
September 2016 - Ruiz predicted these would
be subject to “endless” litigation lasting up to 10
years, because questions over what the govern-
ment can and can’t classify are likely to come
up. Eight immediate family members from vic-
tims of 9/11 were among a select handful of
people allowed to attend proceedings on this
surreal US naval base wedged onto the south-
eastern end of Cuba. They watched through
triple-paned soundproof windows and heard
testimony through a time-delayed relay that
prosecutors could mute to prevent classified
information being released.

‘Faces of evil’
Catherine Eklund, whose brother John

Henwood, a bond trader, died on the 105th
floor of Tower One in New York, expressed frus-
tration at the pace of proceedings. The defen-
dants “are using us again and again and again,”

she told reporters at a testy news conference.
“Because we stand on this moral authority and
we have a Constitution and a Bill of Rights, and
because we are the United States of America,
we might have to suck it up until we finish this
process. But it’s very hard to do looking into the
faces of evil.”

Because American politicians have blocked
efforts by President Barack Obama’s administra-
tion to try the case in New York federal court,
proceedings must take place at the
Guantanamo military court. Lead prosecutor
General Mark Martins said he took a “different
view” about how long case’s duration, but he
declined to speculate on a timeline. “The rule of
law requires that a process has to be taken seri-
ously, you can’t set it up with all the right princi-
ples and protections in place and then just
decide you are going to dispense with it,” he
told reporters.

Earlier, in response to a motion to have the
case dismissed claiming Obama and other offi-
cials apparently have already deemed the
defendants guilty, prosecutor Bob Swann
sought to remind military judge Colonel James
Pohl what is at stake. “One might expect that
the leader of this nation... might have some-
thing to say when 19 men hijack aircraft and fly
them into buildings,” Swann said. “No one can
and should think that the presidents of these
United States would remain silent when 2,976
of its treasures are stolen.”

He went on to describe the “unprecedent-
ed shock and suffering” of 9/11 and described
the deaths of hundreds of first responders and
other victims. Defense attorneys want the case
dropped because they say any prospective
jury pool is tainted. “This process is under-
mined by the putrid stench of all the influence
that has been visited upon it,” said Ruiz,
Hawsawi’s attorney. Defense attorneys also
have a litany of complaints about government
conduct, starting with the torture of their
clients in the years following their capture.
They also say the government used bugs to lis-
ten in on attorney-client meetings and seized
privileged notes. — AFP 

Horror of 9/11 dominates 
Guantanamo military court

Fighting for free speech at US universities

WASHINGTON: A prestigious military
college in the United States suspended
eight students and launched an inves-
tigation after photos emerged of
cadets posing in all-white outfits remi-
niscent of the Ku Klux Klan, an official
said Friday. Hil lary Clinton also
weighed in on The Citadel college,
where the Confederate battle flag flies,
tweeting: “Symbols of hate create
more hate.  I t ’s  time for the
Confederate flag to come down at The
Citadel.” 

The flag was the focus of renewed
impassioned debate in June after a
suspected white supremacist shot
dead nine black churchgoers in
Charleston, South Carolina-the same
city where The Citadel is based. The
cadets were pictured dressed in white
and with white pillow cases over their
heads with two holes for the eyes, in
haunting similarities to the infamous
Ku Klux Klan, a white hate group. “Eight
cadets have been suspended and went
home this morning,” Citadel spokes-
woman Kim Keelor said.

Retired Lieutenant General John
Rosa, the academy’s president, said the
cadets had been singing Christmas
carols as part of a “Ghosts of Christmas
Past” skit.  The photos-which were
splashed across social media-were

“offensive and disturbing,” he said in a
statement, ordering an investigation.
“These images are not consistent with
our core values of honor, duty and
respect.” The furor drew attention to
the Confederate flag flown on campus-
seen as a racist symbol by many
Americans. Keelor said that the Citadel
was not immediately able to remove
the flag due to a state law known as
the Heritage Act that “prevents its
removal as it is part of a memorial col-
lection of antique flags.”

She said the college’s board of visi-
tors voted nine to three in June to
remove the flag and subsequently
made a formal request to the relevant
legislators asking that it be permitted
to remove the flag. Only South
Carolina’s legislature has the authority,
by a vote, to decide that the flag be
taken down, according to Keelor. The
Heritage Act itself may be reconsid-
ered by legislators when they convene
in the New Year. In a website attributed
to him, accused Charleston church
shooter Dylann Roof espoused racist
views toward African-Americans and,
in photos, posed with firearms and the
Confederate flag. There are currently
between 5,000 and 8,000 Ku Klux Klan
members, according to the Southern
Poverty Law Center. — AFP 

BEIRUT: As the Islamic State jihadist
group comes under growing military
pressure, its prodigious propaganda out-
put has slowed somewhat but turned
increasingly gruesome in a bid to keep
in the headlines.  Since it announced a
self-styled caliphate across Iraq and Syria
last year, IS has become notorious for
broadcasting its macabre tactics.  The
group’s online network has taken advan-
tage of social media’s instant publishing
power to circulate footage of mass
killings and beheadings.  IS shot to glob-
al infamy in particular last year following
the release of a series of English-lan-
guage videos depicting the grisly execu-
tions of several Western hostages.

In November, US President Barack
Obama referred to the group not as
“masterminds” but rather “a bunch of
killers with good social media.”But to
maintain the media frenzy, IS has resort-
ed to increasingly morbid and elaborate
methods of killing.  “The reason IS ups
the ante is because they think people
will be bored and they need or want to
stay relevant,” said Mia Bloom, a profes-
sor at Georgia State University. Some of
IS’s more grisly ways of killing captives
include firing rockets at them or tying
them to ancient artefacts that the
jihadists then blew up-as happened in
the historic Syrian town of Palmyra.

In a recent video from Iraq, it
eschewed its usual before-and-after
images of beheadings in favor of grisly
footage showing the entire execution
process.  The group has also claimed
spectacular attacks abroad, including
the coordinated assault in Paris that left
130 dead and the downing of a Russian
airliner that killed all 224 people on
board.  “The graphic videos are attract-
ing a personality type, people who want

the real life ‘Call of Duty,’ people who
have violent pasts and want to reinvent
themselves,” Bloom said, referring to a
popular video game.

Unparalleled’ brutality
Indeed, in one recent video, IS child

soldiers weave their way through a
crumbling fortress to find and kill cap-
tives, in a scenario eerily similar to a
video game. The use of children in the

propaganda is also a way of upping the
stakes in terms of shock value. “Children
went from being observers of violence
on the periphery, to actively involved
and fully committed in the videos,”
Bloom said.

“This is unparalleled.” 
IS uses this “ultra-violence” to

impress its supporters, terrify its oppo-
nents and, importantly, to “project IS’s
message across the world”, said analyst
Charlie Winter. Winter, who monitors
jihadist activity online, said the group’s
propaganda juggles images of violence
and portrayals of the “caliphate” as an
Islamic utopia. Among IS’s online cheer-
leaders, broadcasts that feature new
methods of killing are particularly “high-
impact”, he said. But the threshold to
excite supporters and intimidate ene-
mies keeps rising, Winter said. Whereas
mass beheadings or shootings were “a
rarity” last year, new incidents no longer
spark the same global outcry. “In the last
few months, IS has continued to explore
new depths of depravity-killing people
by dragging them to death behind
SUVs, drowning them, burning them
and so on,” Winter said. “It has main-
streamed mass beheadings such that
people are no longer shocked,” he
added. — AFP 

US military college suspends 
cadets over ‘KKK uniforms’

GUANTANAMO BAY: The US flag is seen at half staff near the military courtroom in
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. — AFP 

Limelight-hungry IS ups 
the ante with violence

BEIRUT: Fireworks light the sky as a Christmas tree designed by
Lebanese fashion designer Elie Saab is lit in front of the Al-Amin
mosque in the capital Beirut. — AFP 


