
WASHINGTON: In the Jon Meacham biogra-
phy of the 41st US president, ‘Destiny and
Power: The American Odyssey of George
Herbert Walker Bush,’ the book focused on
detailed accounts and actions of the former
President that led to the liberation of Kuwait
in 1991.

According to the book, after Saddam
Hussein invaded Kuwait in August 1990, the
administration of President George H W Bush
was trying to decide how to react.

When Bush arrived at the White House
from the presidential retreat at Camp David
on a Sunday afternoon, Bush announced to
reporters, “This will not stand. This will not
stand, this aggression against Kuwait.”

Such a strong statement surprised his clos-
est advisers. “Where did you get that ‘This will
not stand’?” his national security adviser, Brent
Scowcroft asked.

“That is mine,” Bush replied. “That is what I
feel.” This exchange is revealed in the Jon
Meacham biography of the 41st US president,
“Destiny and Power: The American Odyssey of
George Herbert Walker Bush.” 

Congressional authorization
As Bush sought congressional authoriza-

tion for the first Gulf war, Bush mentioned five
times in his diaries his concern that he would
be impeached if he went forward without it,
and his determination to move ahead even if
the US Congress did not so, the book reveals.

“If I do not get the votes” in Congress for
war, Bush remarked to then-Deputy National
Security Adviser Robert Gates one day in the
Oval Office, “I am going to do it anyway. And if
I get impeached, so be it,” the book says.

In late November 1990, as he pondered a
scenario in which he lacked an explicit con-
gressional resolution of approval for the inva-

sion, Bush dictated: “It is only the United
States that can do what needs to be done. I
still hope against hope that Saddam will get
the message; but if he does not, we have got
to take this action; and if it works in a few
days, and he gives up, or is killed, or gets out,
Congress will say, ‘We did it, wonderful job.’ ... If
it drags out and there are high casualties, I will
be history; but no problem-sometimes in life
you’ve got to do what you’ve got to do.”

Then-Secretary of State James Baker
fought for UN Security Council Resolution
678, which set a deadline of January 15, 1991,
for Saddam to withdraw his forces from
Kuwait. The measure passed by a 12 to 2 vote-
the first such authorization of force since the
Korean War 40 years earlier.

The book says that Bush suffered from
depression after the war, which aide Marlin
Fitzwater said he suspected was due to a thy-
roid disorder. 

Meacham concluded the depression was
sparked by disappointment that Saddam
remained in power, and by his feeling that US
domestic issues were a sort of “trivial pursuit”
after the emotional highs of leading a global
coalition.  Bush could not hide that feeling
from American voters, and it gave Democrat
Bill Clinton the opening to defeat Bush’s bid
for a second term in 1992, the book indicates.

Invasion of Iraq
Regarding the decision by Bush’s son,

President George W Bush, to invade Iraq in
2003, Meacham’s book implies that the son
consulted his father more than he admitted,
and that, contrary to some reports, the elder
Bush supported the decision of his son to
invade Iraq and oust Saddam militarily.

However, the senior Bush thought the
rhetoric of his son-including his son’s charac-
terization in 2002 of Iraq, Iran and North Korea
as an “axis of evil”-was needlessly harsh, the
book says. For that tone, the senior Bush
largely blames then-Vice President Dick
Cheney, who was defense secretary during
the administration of Bush senior.

Cheney “had his own empire there and
marched to his own drummer,” the senior
Bush says of Cheney’s role during the George
W. Bush administration of 2001-2009. “The big
mistake that was made was letting Cheney
bring in kind of his own state department. I
think they overdid that.”

“But it is not Cheney’s fault, it is the presi-
dent’s  fault,” he added, referring to his son, the
43rd US president.

The senior Bush, who is now 91, confided
that he thought Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld “served the president” - his son
George W Bush - “badly.” 

Ideological purists
In an entry that foreshadows the political

struggles of today, the senior Bush wrote
about his Republican
Party’s ideological purists.
In a 1988 diary entry-the
year he was elected to the
p r e s i d e n c y - t h e n - V i c e
President Bush wrote, “They
don’t care about Party. They
don’t care about anything.
They will destroy this party
if they are permitted to
take over.”

The book paints a por-
trait of Bush as more ambi-
tious, anxious and emotion-
al than commonly seen.

“My motivation has
always been goal ... you
know, to be captain,” Bush
told Meacham. “Whatever
you are in, be number one.”
Bush allowed Meacham,
an executive editor at
Random House and former
editor of Newsweek, access
to his diaries and family
members, and sat for a
series of interviews from
2006 to 2015, resulting in
the 800-plus page biogra-
phy. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK)
enhances its NBK Secure Shopping Service by
offering its customers a safe international
online shopping experience when using their
NBK Debit Cards, for the first time in Kuwait. 

NBK Secure Shopping Service includes
Credit and Prepaid Cards. This advanced serv-
ice provides the highest level of protection for
cardholders against unauthorized usage
when shopping on international websites. 

NBK customers can register for this service
through NBK.com or during shopping prior to
using their Debit Cards, Credit Cards and
Prepaid Cards at participating 3D secure mer-
chants. The passcode that customers create
works as their unique online identifier, to pro-
tect them from unauthorized usage when
making online transactions. NBK customers
can visit their closest branch in Kuwait to
update their information and benefit from this

service when using their debit cards.
“With the growing number of online pay-

ments globally, NBK is committed to deliver-
ing superior value to its customers through
providing a secure banking environment,” said
Mohammad Al-Othman, NBK’s Deputy
General Manager, Consumer Banking Group.
“NBK enhanced its Secure Shopping Service
by including NBK Debit Cards.”

“At NBK, we want to make sure that our
customers’ internet purchases are as secure as
possible. NBK customers can enjoy now both
comfort and protection while using their
cards when shopping on international web-
sites.” Othman added.

NBK Secure Shopping is a free, quick, sim-
ple and secure payment process that works by
using a passcode. The NBK Secure service
adds an additional level of authentication by
confirming customer identity with a dedicat-

ed passcode that makes internet shopping
safer. For more information, contact NBK call
center at 1801801, or visit nbk.com or your
nearest NBK branch.
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