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LONDON: IAAF president Sebastian Coe
yesterday defended the decision to award
the 2021 World Championships to the
American city of Eugene after French pros-
ecutors opened an investigation into the
process. Eugene, which has close ties to
American sportswear giant Nike, won the
right to host the biennial event despite the
absence of a formal bidding procedure.

The BBC last month published an email
from a senior Nike executive that suggest-
ed Coe had lobbied his predecessor
Lamine Diack for the championships to be
awarded to Eugene, which Coe denies.
Coe subsequently stepped down as a Nike
ambassador, but he defended the process
that saw the event awarded to Eugene,

telling BBC Radio 4: “We have selected
cities before not within a bidding cycle.

“There was no bidding cycle. And
Eugene was not put forward by the IAAF, it
was put forward by United States Track
and Field, and by 23 to 25 votes. “My coun-
cil decided that for the forseeable future,
this was the best opportunity to get the
World Athletics Championships into the
United States. “Every sport is falling over
itself to get into the largest sports market
in the world.”

A judicial source revealed on
Wednesday that French prosecutors are
looking at the decision by the IAAF
(International Association of Athletics
Federations) to award the 2021 champi-

onships to Eugene. The preliminary inves-
tigation is understood to be looking at the
various suspicions raised by the British
media and to make sure that the French
courts have jurisdiction.

It is separate to an investigation into
allegations of corruption against Diack,
who is accused of accepting bribes in
return for covering up positive drug tests.
Prior to succeeding Diack in August, Coe
spent eight years working as IAAF vice-
president, but said that deals could have
been made during that time of which sen-
ior figures within the organisation were
unaware.

“(The IAAF’s conduct under Diack) is
now a matter of police investigation and I

can’t maintain a running commentary on
that,” he said. “If that has happened, that
will take its normal course and people will
be prosecuted.” Coe acknowledged that
the allegations facing Diack and other sen-
ior IAAF figures were “abhorrent”, but
rejected the suggestion the affair was
comparable to the corruption scandal
plaguing world football governing body
FIFA.

“I don’t believe that, and I’m not
remotely walking away from the serious-
ness of the situation,” said the two-time
Olympic 1,500 meters champion. “We’re
talking about a criminal investigation,
which is looking at a handful of people.
That’s of no comfort to me.” —AFP

Coe defends Eugene choice amid probe
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KUWAIT: Information and State Minister
for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah
Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah received
a delegation yesterday from Kuwait
Handicapped Sports Club. The delega-
tion was headed by the club’s chairman
of the board Shafi Al-Hajiri and included
several athletes from the club.

Al-Hajiri lauded the support the club
receives from Sheikh Salman, which
reflects the support of the political lead-
ership to distinguished athletes of spe-
cial needs. He said Sheikh Salman urged
the club’s players to work hard and train
well to achieve more for Kuwait’s handi-
capped sports,  adding that Sheikh
Salman promised to solve all the prob-
lems the club faces in coordination with
the Sports Public Authority. Al-Hajiri
also said players promised to work
harder to improve their skills and to get
to the best level in preparation for their
participation in the paralympics in Brazil
next year.

Meanwhile, wheelchair 100 meter
world champion Ahamd Al-Mutairi

appreciated the initiative of Sheikh
Salmen Al-Humoud in receiving the
handicapped club players, adding that
this is a confirmation of the state’s care
for these distinguished athletes. Al-
Mutairi said the support of the board of

directors to the players in cooperation
with SPA is one of the most important
reasons for achieving victories, adding
that he and his mates will spare no effort
to make other achievements for Kuwait’s
handicapped sports.

Sheikh Salman receives
Paralympics athletes

LAUSANNE: UEFA President Michel Platini of France
arrives for a hearing at the international Court of
Arbitration for Sport, CAS. —AP

Platini to find out 
if CAS lifts his
90-day FIFA ban

LAUSANNE: Michel Platini will find out today if his 90-
day FIFA ban will be temporarily lifted by the Court of
Arbitration for Sport. Platini asked a CAS panel at a pre-
liminary hearing on Tuesday to be allowed to work. The
UEFA president is currently banned and his FIFA presi-
dential candidacy is on hold.

In Paris, the UEFA executive committee will meet
today and the 2016 European Championship draw is set
for tomorrow evening. The CAS panel could lift the ban
without taking a position on Platini’s guilt or innocence.
Interim bans can be overturned because the judges feel it
is unfair and out of proportion.

Platini and FIFA President Sepp Blatter face life bans at
FIFA ethics committee hearings in Zurich next week. The
case centers on Blatter’s approval of $2 million of FIFA
money that Platini got in 2011 as backdated salary. Platini
was a presidential adviser to Blatter from 1998-2002.

Both deny wrongdoing, but acknowledge there was
only a verbal agreement which they say is valid under
Swiss law. Still, FIFA was not required to pay Platini when
more than five years elapsed since the work was complet-
ed. The timing of the payment, which was not disclosed
to the FIFA and UEFA executive committees, also raised
suspicion. Platini was paid in February 2011, three
months before a FIFA presidential election which Blatter
won.

Both men face sanctions for a range of potential FIFA
Code of Ethics violations, including bribery, conflicts of
interest and false accounting. Blatter’s hearing is next
Thursday with FIFA ethics judge Joachim Eckert and
Platini follows at FIFA headquarters the next day. Verdicts
are expected within days, before Christmas. Any sanc-
tions can also be challenged at FIFA and CAS with
appeals likely to be done before the FIFA presidential
election on Feb. 26. —AP
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KUWAIT: The organizing committee of Jaber
Stadium celebrated the completion of all
preparations related to the event, which is
being held on December 18 with the partici-
pation of Kuwait and world stars.

The past 24 hours witnessed an unprece-
dented demand on ticks. More than 30,000
seats have been booked, as ticket purchases
over the website are still on the rise. The elec-
tronic booking service will continue until the
day of the match, bearing in mind that the
gates will be open from 2 pm until 6 pm, while
the celebration will start at 7:30.

Sports Public Authority Deputy Director
General of Administrative and Financial Affairs
Dr Jassim Al-Huwaidi said Jaber Stadium is con-
sidered a piece of art that carries a name dear to
our hearts, the late Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah. He said it is a dream to have
Dec 18 the date for the celebration of this sports
structure which will be the focus of all sports
people, as it brings world stars together here in

Kuwait, the land of friendship and peace.
Al-Huwaidi said the celebration came at

the orders of HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to be a gift for

Kuwait’s peoples and sports fans in particular
after the shock suspension of Kuwait’s sports
activities. He added that the opening was sup-

posed to be during “Khaleeji 23” Gulf soccer
tournament, but the sudden suspension deci-
sion prevented that. He said every govern-
ment establishment provided their support so
that this sport facility can come out in a distin-
guished manner.  He lauded many areas
including the Amiri Diwan, Council of
Ministers, Ministers of Public Works, Health,
Interior and SPA.

Al-Huwaidi responded to general under-
standing that the celebration should have
been postponed due to the suspension by
saying if the suspension continued for one or
two more years, is it realistic to keep the sta-
dium without an opening celebration? He
also said it was the Amir’s wish to have the
opening ceremony before the end of the cur-
rent year.

He said the match wil l  be between
world stars and Kuwait, and stated that it is
a celebratory match not official. Kuwait
Football Association wrote to FIFA that this
match is not being held under its auspices
or organization.

Jaber stadium set for opening ceremony

Dr Jassim Al-Huwaidi


