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How to make 
a volcano at home

Kids can engage in imaginary play and a bit of
chemistry when they create their very own vine-

gar and baking soda volcano using a party hat!
Materials:
* 2 tablespoons of baking soda
* 1/2 teaspoon of salt
* Dish liquid
* Orange food coloring
* Vinegar
* Scissors
* Party hat
* Small glass jar

Instructions
1. Take a simple birthday party hat and cut the tip of it
off. Cut zig-zags in the top with scissors.
2. In a jar about the same height (or a bit shorter) than
the hat, add the baking soda, salt and add the food
coloring. Mix well.
3. Add a squirt or two of dish liquid to the top of the
mix.
4. Put the party hat on top of the jar and pour in the
vinegar to cause a volcanic eruption! Watch as the
bubbles and gases erupt through the opening and
ooze onto the table! Enjoy the messy fun!   

— www.pbs.org

Simple Science Facts For Kids
1. Volcanoes allow hot lava and gases to escape from
below the earth’s surface.
2. Adding vinegar to baking soda creates carbon diox-
ide gas.
3. The gas leaves the solution as bubbles, causing the
volcanic eruption.

Amini DIY Spring terrarium made
from a glass jar, a twig and some col-
orful tissue paper is a great craft for

a gift. This craft project is also a great way
to start a conversation with your child
about the changing seasons. Do you see
blossoms on the trees outside? What do
you see before the flowers bloom? Can
you create a different terrarium for each
season? What would each terrarium look
like?

Materials:
Glass jar with a lid
Small twig that fits in the jar and looks like

a tree
Different colored tissue paper (green, pink,
yellow)
Hot glue gun and hot glue sticks

Instructions:

• Tear off tiny pieces of green tissue
paper and scrunch them into crumpled
balls. Green tissue paper works best for
this part, as we will imagine this is the
grass.

•  Glue the tiny tissue paper balls onto
the bottom of the inside of the jar lid,
being careful not to get too close to the

edge. We want to be able to screw the jar
lid onto the jar when we are finished.

• Next, tear off tiny pieces of colored tis-
sue paper and glue those to the “branch-
es” of your twig.• 

•  Glue the bottom of the twig (which
should look like the trunk of the tree) to
the bottom of the inside of the jar lid with
the green paper.

• Carefully place the jar over the tiny
tree you have created and screw the lid on.

• Great job! Give your terrarium as a gift
or use it to decorate your room! What oth-
er terrarium seasons could you create with
this project?

Do-it-yourself Spring Terrarium 

Nature is always fun to look at - and beautiful to create.
Kids will love to help draw, cut and color the paper leaves.
They’ll also have a chance to see just how much they

have to be grateful for. 

Materials:
* Colored paper, any style or shape
* Pencil or crayons
* Scissors, adult and child-size
* Adhesive: glue dots, craft glue or tape
* 2 to 3 bare tree branches
* Tall vase
* Acorns (optional)

Instructions
1. Using a pencil or crayon, draw leaf shapes onto your colored
paper. We drew 25 leaves to fill our branches.
2. With your scissors, cut around the drawn leaf shapes on the
paper. Cut each leaf shape out; you’ll want a lot of these to
attach to your tree.
3. Write down different kinds of things you are thankful for on
the leaves. You can talk with your children and write their words
for them. Or if they’re old enough, let them write their own
words. Younger children can also draw a picture of what they

are thankful for on their leaf.
4. Add glue to the bottom edge of each leaf. I like to use glue
dots, shown above. They are mess free and stick really well to
the branch. You can also use hot glue (adult use only), craft glue
or even tape.
Once your tree is complete, the entire family can admire all the
wonderful things you are thankful for this holiday season.

Do you know how to make a Thankful Tree?


