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Spotlight On
Sunny 

by Keris Stainton 

‘Ijust don’t like it when people make assumptions,” says
Sunny, the 14-year-old protagonist of the second book

in Keris Stainton’s Reel Friends series. Sunny is a Muslim,
who prays, wears a hijab and is not interested in a casual
boyfriend. In this follow-up to the impressive Starring
Kitty, Stainton takes Sunny and her best friends Kitty and
Hannah to London for a film-making course. They are all
out of their comfort zones, geographically and mentally,
and have to deal with the assumptions people make
about them (“really you have to keep coming out for your
whole life,” says Kitty). Sunny is a warm and a well adjust-
ed teenager, whose character provides an understated
insight into the life of Muslim teens in Britain, something
important given negative stereotypes. 

Remix
by Non Pratt 

Kaz and Ruby are teenagers, best friends and both
struggling with recent break-ups. Everything comes

to the fore, in a heady emotional mix, when they head to
a summer music festival. The protagonists, who alternate
telling the story, have their own distinct characters and
engaging dialogue. Pratt conjures up the insecurity and
intensity of being young and away at a festival (even one
with a Mellow Tent) and builds the tension well. So what
happens when teens are let loose at a music festival?
You’ll have to read Remix to find the key to that. The
novel is moving and a fun summer read.  

I Was Here 
by Gayle Forman

The suicide of a young girl is obviously one of the
most sensitive topics you could tackle and Gayle

Forman, the 44-year-old American, is clearly conscious of
that in the way she deals sympathetically with the
impact of such a tragic event in her mystery/thriller YA
novel I was Here. The opening sections of the book, in
which we are shown Cody’s reaction to the death of her
best friend Meg, are the strongest. It’s a mystery story,
with some snappy dialogue, but hampered by a few too
many clichÈs.  

Seven Days
by 

Eve Ainsworth

Life at home is miserable
for Jess since her father

left. School is even worse.
She is tormented by a girl
called Kez, for being fat and
scruffy (they call her The
Stig). What makes the book
interesting is that we see
the bullying from both
sides and see that Kez has
her problems too, particu-
larly with a violent father. It
is a gritty and painful tale -
“people always find a weak-
ness,” - but ultimately one
of redemption, even if it is
all wrapped up a little too
neatly (in seven days). But
the characters are strong
and the message important. 

End Game
by 

Alan Gibbons 

Nick Mallory, 17, is lying
in a hospital bed after a

horrific car crash. His mum
is by his bedside along with
his father, a politician and
former soldier. “Why does
the thought of calling this
man Dad stick in my
throat?” NIck wonders. He
can’t speak or move. Only
his 13-year-old sister Saffi
believes her brother can
hear and understand every
word being spoken. This is
the start of a gripping mys-
tery thriller, which examines
the problems and dangers
of trying to understand the
past and your own family.
The intrigue builds well and
there are also flashes of wit.
When Nick hears his
Grandad grunt and mumble
“chin up”, he says to him-
self: “ah, great, now I’m part
of a war film.” Another win-
ner from the reliable
Gibbons. 


