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The best teen books
of 2015 you shouldn’t miss 

Reading
between 
the lines

Lost on Mars
by Paul Magrs

You can see that Paul Magrs, the author of several
Doctor Who books, is comfortable writing about a
vivid extraterrestrial setting, and this gripping sci-fi

thriller is set on a futuristic Mars. The story is bold and
you have to love a chapter that opens with the words: “It
was late in our Martian autumn when we were allowed
to hold the funeral for Grandma’s leg.” Lora, stubborn
and complex, is at the heart of this first part of a trilogy
about third-generation settlers on the desolate red plan-
et. There’s also a likeable and talkative robot called
Toaster. It’s also a novel about alienation. But watch out
for the Martian flesh-eaters. 

Game Changer
by Tim Bowler 

We all have days when we feel like hiding in a
wardrobe but Mickey (Michael Molyneux) has
them all the time. The novel could be totally

bleak - “No root cause, no trigger. You’re born terrified,
you live terrified, you probably die terrified.” - Mickey
says. That it’s not is down to the wonderful way that sis-
ter and brother do what they should do: help each other
through the worst of things. There is also an engaging
humor to the protagonist, an unusual and interesting
boy who finds solace in reading Moby Dick and Charles
Dickens. When Mikey feels ready to face the world out-
side, something goes horribly wrong and he witnesses a
savage crime. The gang knows where he lives. What hap-
pens next is gripping and scary. 

The Last 
Leaves Falling 

By Sarah Benwell 

In her debut YA novel, Sarah Benwell follows Japanese
teenager, Sora, as he comes to terms with a diagnosis
of the terrible Lou Gehrig disease (the medical name is

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis). “I have an old man’s dis-
ease,” says Sora. The Last Leaves Falling is a complex
book that tells the story through a mixture of recollec-
tions, website message boards, text messages, emojis
and old-fashioned letters. We feel the pain as we see
what this fatal illness means for the boy and for those he
loves. The story, set in an accessible modern Japan, is
about life and death. It’s also about the power of friend-
ship and connection. 

We Are All Made 
Of Molecules 
by Susin Nielsen 

Teenagers
Stewart and
Ashley are

thrown together
when their parents
fall in love. Ashley
is the super cool
and popular girl
who dismisses her
new de facto step-
brother as “the
freakazoid”, with
the insult that he’s
so short “I wanted
to offer him a
booster seat”. He’s
gifted, possibly on
the spectrum, and
utterly charming.
And smart. “Yes, he really said plethora,” says Ashley.
“What kid says plethora? And what does plethora even
mean?” What he lacks are social skills. And a mum. She has
died of cancer. Will her “vibe” find its way to their new
home, he wonders in a very touching paragraph. Ashley,
so shallow and mean, is only worried that people will find
out that her father is gay. 


