
L i f e s t y l e
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2015

Singer Madonna made an emotional appeal
following attacks in Paris a month ago that
killed 130, shouting “We will not bend down

to fear!” during a concert in the French capital on
Wednesday. “I think of what happened almost four
weeks ago now,” the visibly emotional artist said.
“The heart of Paris and the heart of France beats in
the heart of each city.” She continued: “We are one
heart and our heart can beat as one... The power of
love is greater than the love of power.

“I came here when I was 20 and it was here, in
Paris, that I decided to make music. Thank you Paris
for planting that seed in my heart!” Swathed in a
French flag, she sang the French national anthem,
La Marseillaise, bringing the concert-goers to their
feet. The star then moved to Place de la
Republique, which has become an unofficial hub
for mourners of the November 13 attacks, and sang
a series of songs to a small crowd.

“It was inspiring, it was raw, it was real,” said
Pete Hall, a 45-year-old tourist from London who

had just left Madonna’s concert at Bercy when he
saw on social media she was at the square in cen-
tral Paris. “She was paying her respects to Paris,” he
said. Wearing a down jacket with a fur hood over
her head and accompanied by her guitarist Monte
Pittman, Madonna sang her hits “Like a Prayer” and
“Ghosttown”, as well as John Lennon’s “Imagine”,
according to those who attended the impromptu
concert.

“She wanted to pay tribute, she loves this city,”
Pittman told AFP. “It is magical. I will never forget
this.” The November 13 attacks in Paris, which were
carried out by the Islamic State group and were the
deadliest ever in France, killed 130 people and left
350 others wounded. Days after the bloodshed,
Madonna paid a tearful tribute to the victims on
stage by singing the classic French song “La vie en
rose,” accompanied only by a guitar, during a con-
cert in Stockholm. — AFP

‘We will not bend to fear,’
Madonna says of Paris attacks

US singer Madonna performs at the Bercy AccorHotels Arena in Paris on December 9, 2015.

US singer Madonna (center) sings next to her guitarist Monte Pittman (center right) and her
adoptive son David Banda (left) yesterday at the place de la Republique in Paris at a makeshift
memorial in tribute to victims of November 13 terror attacks in Paris.

British singer-songwriter Ed Sheeran
was the most talked about entertainer
this year,  at least in the world of

Facebook. The social media site said
Wednesday that Sheeran, best known for his
ballad “Thinking Out Loud,” generated more
chatter than any other entertainer among
Facebook’s 1.5 billion users, edging out pop
superstar Taylor Swift.  Following them were
Kanye West, the omnipresent rapper who has
declared his aspirations to run for president,
and then, in a sign of Facebook’s Spanish-lan-
guage presence, the reggaeton artist Nicky
Jam. 

The fifth most-talked about artist on
Facebook was the rapper Wiz Khalifa. He
topped a separate list from YouTube, which
ranked his “See You Again” as the top music
video of the year. “See You Again,” a ballad
which features singer Charlie Puth and
appears in the action film “Furious 7,”
became the second fastest video ever to hit
one billion views, YouTube said. Also high on
the year-end list was British singer Adele’s

song “Hello,” the first track on her block-
buster album “25,” even though it came out
less than six weeks ago. “Hello” was the
fastest video to reach 100 million views. It
had more than 650 million views by
Wednesday. — AFP

Ed Sheeran the year’s
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Alawsuit over who owns the copyright to
“Happy Birthday to You” has been settled,
bringing to an end a two-year legal battle

over what is said to be the most widely sung
tune in the English language. The settlement
announced Wednesday came days before a trial
in California that was to determine whether the
song should be part of the public domain. A US
judge had ruled in September that
Warner/Chappell Music, the global publishing
arm of Warner Music, never had the right to
charge for for-profit use of the song.

Nor did any of the other companies that had
collected royalties since the copyright was first
granted in 1935, the judge ruled, dismissing the
Warner copyright claim. Terms of the settlement
were not disclosed, but US media reports sug-
gested that based on the September ruling, the
lyrics to the song will now be free for anyone to
use. The lawsuit was filed by a group of filmmak-
ers who argued that the song should be in the
public domain.

The song was written in 1893 by Patty Smith
Hill, a Kentucky kindergarten teacher, and her

sister, Mildred J Hill, who titled it  “Good Morning
To All.”  The sisters published it in a book of
songs children and assigned the copyright to
their publisher, Clayton F Summy Co, in
exchange for a cut of the sales. The “Happy
Birthday” lyrics were added later, and since then
the song’s road to copyright has been windy.
Warner had been enforcing rights to “Happy
Birthday” since 1988, when it purchased Birch
Tree Group, the successor to Summy, the Los
Angeles Times reported.

It said that by some estimates, Warner collect-
ed as much $2 million a year in royalties. On
Wednesday, Judge George King wrote that the
court had been advised that the parties “have
agreed to settle this case.” The LA Times quoted
a person with knowledge of the settlement as
saying the entire case addressing the validity of
the copyright and potential damages has been
resolved and that there would be no further
appeals.— AFP
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