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BEIJING: China yesterday rejected a call
from a United Nations rights watchdog to
halt torture of detainees, saying the
group’s recommendations were based on
unverified information and that it should
“improve its work style”. China consistently
rejects any criticism of its human rights
record, saying it is a country ruled by law
and that it opposes foreign interference in
its domestic affairs. On Wednesday, the UN
Committee against Torture voiced deep
concern about the deaths in custody of
several high-profile political prisoners and

over China’s crackdown on lawyers and
activists.

China is “resolute and determined on
its opposition to the use of torture” and
has made much progress in this regard,
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua
Chunying said. “We have noticed that the
opinions of the UN commission against
torture are based on unverified informa-
tion,” Hua told a daily news briefing. “We
hope they can scrupulously abide by their
mandate, further improve their work style
and view China’s honoring of its agree-

ments more fully and more objectively.”
Earlier, the US ambassador to China,

Max Baucus, called on China to recognize
several detained rights lawyers such as
Wang Yu, Li Heping and Zhang Kai as
“partners, not enemies of the government”
on International Human Rights Day.
Baucus’s statement coincides with one
from the German embassy in Beijing,
which also highlighted the cases of several
detained dissidents and said “serious prob-
lems persist” in China with regard to free-
dom of opinion.

In a statement, Canada’s ambassador
to China, Guy Saint-Jacques, said he had
“witnessed a worrisome increase in the
number of Chinese citizens jailed merely
for peacefully expressing their views, as
well as attempts to silence critics outside
of China”. In July, President Xi Jinping’s
administration launched an unprecedent-
ed crackdown on human rights lawyers,
targeting hundreds in a nationwide
sweep. The United Nations said at least 25
of 200 lawyers rounded up since July
remain in detention. —Reuters

Germany, Canada slam China’s human rights situation

KUALA LUMPUR: President of the ruling United Malays National Organization (UMNO) and Malaysia’s prime minister,
Najib Razak (center),  inspects a ceremonial guard of honor during the party’s annual congress yesterday. —AFP

SYDNEY: Five people, including a 15-year-
old boy, were charged yesterday in Sydney
over a terror plot targeting a government
building, with authorities expressing alarm
at the age of those being radicalized. The
teenager and a 20-year-old man were seized
at their homes yesterday morning and
accused of conspiracy to conduct an act in
preparation for a terrorist act. Three others
currently in jail, aged 21, 22, and 22, were lat-
er charged with the same offence, police
said. The arrests and charges stem from evi-
dence gathered during pre-dawn raids in
Australia late last year in which 15 people
were taken into custody and an alleged plan
to kidnap and behead a member of the pub-
lic was uncovered.

Australian Federal Police’s Deputy
Commissioner for National Security Michael
Phelan said the plot linked to yesterday’s
developments was not new, but related to
last year’s operation where material about
targeting a government building was first
discovered. “Last December, there were a
number of documents seized as related to
the search warrants we undertook in Sydney
and those documents clearly talked about a
plan and there was government buildings

named in those plans,” he said, adding that
one of them was the Australian Federal
Police offices. “As a result of putting all of
that information together, working through
those documents, putting physical and elec-
tronic surveillance together, we were able to
build a case of conspiracy for five people
involved in the preparation of these docu-
ments.” Asked how developed the plot was,
Phelan replied: “Enough for us to disrupt it at
the time in December.” The arrests were part
of Operation Appleby, a rolling investigation
into persons suspected of being involved in
domestic acts of terrorism, foreign incur-
sions into Syria and Iraq and the funding of
terrorist organizations.

Disturbing 
Canberra is concerned about the

prospect of lone-wolf attacks by individuals
inspired by organizations such as the Islamic
State group, and has cracked down on
Australians attempting to travel to conflict
zones including Syria and Iraq. The country
lifted its terror threat alert to high over a year
ago, introduced new national security laws
and has conducted several counter-terror-
ism raids since. The most recent were in

October when four people were arrested in
Sydney over the terror-linked murder of
police employee Curtis Cheng. The person
blamed for that killing, Farhad Jabar, was
also only 15, and police subsequently said
they were aware of 12 men or boys in the
community who they believe could commit
an act of terror. Authorities said those
charged yesterday were “associates” of the
men accused of involvement in the Cheng
murder. Phelan added that while those
detained were likely influenced by jihadists
overseas, police were not alleging they were
working to orders from Islamic State. “It’s dis-
turbing that we’re continuing to see teenage
children in this environment,” New South
Wales state Deputy Police Commissioner
Catherine Burn said.

“There’s absolutely no doubt that the fact
that we’re charging a 15-year-old with a
very, very serious offence, one that has a
maximum of life imprisonment, this is con-
cerning not only to us in law enforcement
but should be concerning to everybody.
“How they’ve become radicalized we don’t
actually know. We don’t know how the 15-
year-old has got to the point where we will
allege he got,” she added.—AFP

Five charged in Australia 
over plotting terror attack 
Authorities ‘disturbed’ by radicalized youth

Embattled Malaysia PM 
vows ‘no surrender’ 

amid funding scandal
KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak yester-
day defiantly rejected calls to step down over a political fund-
ing scandal as the ruling party doubled down on its support for
him in the face of an uncertain electoral outlook. Najib vowed
not to give in to unnamed “traitors” seeking his removal, as he
addressed the annual assembly of the ruling United Malays
National Organization (UMNO), the most closely watched in
years due to the current tumult.

“Even though there are traitors, and no matter how many
times we are pushed to the ground, there shall be no retreat,
no surrender,” Najib told the assembly in Kuala Lumpur, in a
speech that drew a standing ovation from more than 2,000
delegates clad in the party’s red colors. Najib’s troubles have
raised new questions over whether UMNO-which has ruled
since independence 58 years ago but faces declining support-
can survive the next elections due by 2018 with his brand now
tainted. It was revealed in July that Najib received nearly $700
million in what the government calls “political donations.”
Najib has resisted calls to explain the money’s source and pur-
pose. The discovery came as he was battling separate allega-
tions that hundreds of millions of dollars were missing from
deals involving a state firm he launched, 1Malaysia
Development Berhad (1MDB). Najib, 62, made only passing ref-
erence to the affair in his speech, saying he had briefed party
leaders on the matter. He offered no new details.

‘Clear conscience’ 
Earlier in the week he said his conscience was “clear”.

Malaysia’s anti-graft agency said it interviewed Najib last week
over the allegations, but it also gave no details. Both Najib and
1MDB vehemently deny wrongdoing, but critics, including for-
mer strongman premier Mahathir Mohamad, say Najib has
abused his office to cow whistle-blowers and hobble investiga-
tions, and should face a criminal probe.

On Monday, party vice president Muhyiddin Yassin, sacked as
deputy prime minister by Najib in July for demanding answers in
the scandal, urged the premier to leave office until investiga-
tions are completed. But opposition to Najib has failed to gain
traction in a party that detractors say is built on patronage and
money politics.

“In light of the challenges, no matter how big, I will not at all
surrender,” Najib told the assembly, vowing to “continue to lead
UMNO towards victory”. As party president, Najib commands
solid support from UMNO power-brokers nationwide, and party
leaders have rallied behind him in speeches this week.

“We are solidly with the prime minister. We will continue to
remain steadfast with him,” said Jehan Ongkomon, an UMNO
delegate from a rural constituency, echoing other party repre-
sentatives interviewed by AFP. He said the allegations matter lit-
tle to the rural, mostly ethnic Malay voters who are UMNO’s
bedrock. The Muslim, ethnic Malay party has dominated multi-
cultural Malaysia through coalition governments for decades,
enshrining policies that favour the Malay majority. But the large
ethnic Chinese minority and a new generation of other voters
have flocked to the opposition in disgust over racial politics and
persistent accusations of corruption and democratic abuses.

Time to recover 
The opposition won a majority of votes cast in 2013 parlia-

mentary elections, but Najib’s coalition retained power thanks to
seat allocations that favor its rural strongholds. Since the elec-
tion, scores of opposition politicians and other government crit-
ics have been targeted with accusations of sedition and other
charges. —AFP


