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CHICAGO: Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel,
under heavy criticism for his handling of the
fatal police shooting of a black teen, gave an
emotional apology on Wednesday, but angry
crowds closed city streets to demand his res-
ignation hours later. In a special address to
the City Council, the mayor said “I’m sorry”
and promised “complete and total reform of
the system.”

Emanuel’s speech was met with applause
from the City Council, but protesters said the
city’s actions do not go far enough. Hundreds
of mostly young demonstrators filled down-
town on Wednesday, temporarily shutting
down some streets and chanting “no more
killer cops” and “Rahm must go.” “This system
is designed for us to be dead or in jail and
we’re tired,” said protester Jamal Wayne, 20.

Emanuel’s speech followed two weeks of
protests in Chicago after the release of a 2014
police dashboard video showing officer
Jason Van Dyke shooting 17-year-old Laquan
McDonald 16 times. Van Dyke, who is white,
was charged with first-degree murder late
last month. High-profile killings of black men
by mostly white police officers in US cities
have prompted a national debate and
protests about the use of excessive force by
police.

With his voice occasionally breaking, the
mayor of the nation’s third-largest city reiter-
ated reform steps he has already promised.
These include setting up a task force to
review police accountability, the appoint-
ment of a new head of the agency that inves-
tigates police misconduct and searching for a
new police superintendent.

Among problems with police, Emanuel
aimed particular criticism at the “code of
silence” that keeps police officers from
reporting misconduct by fellow officers. He
also has criticized the agency that investi-
gates police misconduct for finding almost all
police shootings justified. “We have a trust
problem,” said Emanuel, who stated last
week that he had no plans to resign.

A poll over the weekend for the Illinois
Observer showed 51 percent of Chicagoans
think the mayor should resign, compared
with 29 percent who think he should not.
Twenty percent were undecided. The survey
of 739 respondents had a margin of error of
plus or minus 3.68 percent.

Civil rights leader Jesse Jackson, in a brief
phone interview with Reuters, said the mayor
was facing a “sea of distrust” with his con-
stituents, in large part because of his han-
dling of the McDonald shooting. On

Wednesday evening, about 200 people gath-
ered at a Police Board meeting where they
held up signs such as “Black Lives Matter” and
“Rahm You Have Blood On Your Hands.”

Protesters have also called for the resigna-
tion of Cook County State’s Attorney Anita
Alvarez, who has been criticized for taking
more than a year to charge Van Dyke. The
protesters were mostly in their teens and 20s
- and three teenagers were arrested on
unknown charges. Protester Aaron Clay, 34,
said that while Emanuel’s speech may have
been emotional, “I don’t think it was an apol-
ogy to the community.”

Representative La Shawn Ford, a Chicago
member of the Illinois legislature’s black cau-
cus, filed a bill in Springfield on Wednesday
to allow voters to recall Emanuel. The US
Justice Department said on Monday it will
launch a civil rights investigation into the
city’s police department, examining its use of
deadly force among other issues. Also on
Wednesday, a federal judge said he would
rule by Jan 14 on whether to release video in
the shooting death of another black teen.
The mother of Cedrick Chatman, 17, has sued
the city over Chatman’s death on Jan. 7, 2013.
The city has opposed release of video in the
case. — Reuters 
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CHICAGO: Protesters demonstrate outside Chicago police headquarters. — AFP

Minnesota man accused
of conspiring to help IS

MINNEAPOLIS: Another Minnesota man has been charged with
conspiring to help the Islamic State. Abdirizak Mohamed
Warsame, 20, of Eagan was charged Wednesday by criminal com-
plaint with conspiracy to provide material support to a foreign ter-
rorist organization. Court documents allege Warsame tried to help
other young men from Minnesota’s Somali community travel to
Syria to fight for the Islamic State. Nine others in that group have
already been charged, authorities say. The documents allege
Warsame and others settled on a plan of going to Syria by way of
Mexico.

According to an FBI special agent’s affidavit, one man who was
planning to leave for Syria appointed Warsame to replace him as
“emir,” or leader, of the group.  “As the new emir, Warsame imme-

diately encouraged those
with passports and mon-
ey to travel to Syria by the
end of the upcoming
summer,” the affidavit
said.  The document says
Warsame gave another
man $200 for an expedit-
ed passport application.
Warsame also applied for
a US passport on an
expedited basis but was
denied.  Warsame even-
tually obtained a pass-
port in August 2014, the
affidavit said.  One man
made reservations for a
May 2014 flight from
Minneapolis to Istanbul,
Turkey, with the intention

of going on to Syria, the document said. The day before the man
was to leave, Warsame accompanied the man and two others to a
public library where the man printed out his itinerary. The four
men then went to a mall and shopped for items needed for travel,
according to the affidavit. The man who planned to fly to Turkey
was stopped at Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport by FBI
agents, who prevented him from boarding his flight.

FBI spokesman Kyle Loven said Warsame was arrested
Wednesday night and is in custody. He’s expected to make an ini-
tial appearance Thursday in US District Court. Court records don’t
list a defense attorney. The Associated Press wasn’t immediately
successful in reaching relatives of Warsame’s through a communi-
ty activist.  Five Minnesota men are scheduled to stand trial in May
on charges including conspiracy to provide material support to a
foreign terrorist organization and conspiracy to commit murder
outside the United States, which carries a maximum sentence of
life in prison.  The men have been described as friends in
Minnesota’s Somali community who recruited and inspired each
other to join the Islamic State. Some of them communicated with
Islamic State members overseas, some took steps to get fake pass-
ports, and some played paintball to prepare for combat, prosecu-
tors say. Three other members of the group have already pleaded
guilty to conspiracy to provide material support to a foreign terror-
ist organization and are awaiting sentencing. Authorities say the
ninth is in Syria. About a dozen Minnesota residents have traveled
to Syria to join jihadist groups there since late 2013. In addition,
more than 22 young men from Minnesota’s Somali community
have left the state since 2007 to join al-Shabab in Somalia. — AP

ROTTERDAM: A little girl who lost her fami-
ly and suffered disfiguring burns in an arson
fire is having an incredible Christmas, thanks
to the generosity of thousands of strangers
around the world who were moved by her
simple Facebook wish. “This year’s been
magical, amazing,” said Liz Dolder, who
posted a picture of her niece, Safyre Terry,
on Facebook earlier this month. The post
showed Safyre with a Christmas card tree
Dolder got at a thrift store, and said the 8-
year-old hoped to get enough cards to fill it.

“I haven’t found a word in my vocabu-
lary to describe what has happened,” Dolder
said Wednesday. Kevin Clark, a member of a
motorcycle group who met Safyre at a ben-

efit bikers held for her this fall, reposted the
picture. Before long, it had been shared tens
of thousands of times, and cards and gifts
started pouring in from across the United
States and overseas.

Another friend put a post on the
YouCaring.com crowdfunding site with a
$15,000 goal to help Dolder and her hus-
band, Mike - Safyre’s new family - deal with
medical costs and other financial chal-
lenges. More than $174,000 has been
donated since the Christmas card post went
viral this week. On Wednesday, Safyre
opened some of the hundreds of cards and
gifts that had arrived at a post office box in a
local mall. There were teddy bears, stuffed

kittens, handmade jewelry, personalized
Christmas tree ornaments, whimsical socks,
books and cards signed by whole class-
rooms of schoolchildren. Safyre opened a
silver box with a card that said, “Every
princess should have a tiara. Here’s yours,”
and then skipped to Dolder to show her the
shiny rhinestone tiara, saying “Look, Mom!”
Safyre has endured much since the awful
day in May 2013 when firefighters found her
clutched in the arms of her dying father,
who had shielded her with his body and
saved her from the flames that killed him
and Safyre’s three younger siblings in their
apartment in Schenectady in upstate New
York. — AP
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ROTTERDAM: Safyre Terry, 8, wears
a rhinestone tiara, one of the gifts
she received at a post office near her
home in Rotterdam, NY.  — AP


