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Temperature back to 

average annual rate

KUWAIT: The temperature in Kuwait will return back to its
average annual rate in the upcoming days, said a meteorol-
ogist yesterday. Acting head of the Kuwait Meteorology
center Sami Al-Othman said that the recent drop in tem-
perature was due to the northwestern wind coming from
Europe which led to a maximum temperature of 13 Degree
Celsius and a low temperature of 2C. As for today’s temper-
ature, the official said that the maximum was at 18C while
the low temperature was between 7-5C, adding that the
expected temperature for tomorrow will be at 19-21 for the
maximum while the low temperature might be at 6-8C with
a moderate wind speed of 6 to 18 kilometers per hour.
Tomorrow’s weather will be fine with temperatures reach-
ing 20-22C for the maximum while the low temperature
will be at 8-10C, said the official, adding that the wind
speed will at 8-20 kilometers per hour. 

Date for Kuwait Eurofighter 
contract remains uncertain  

ROME: Italian defense group Finmeccanica is not cer-
tain it will sign a contract for the sale of 28 Eurofighter
jets with Kuwait before Dec 25, company CEO Mauro
Moretti said yesterday. Finmeccanica had expected to
complete the deal,  worth 7-8 bill ion euros, in
November. Last month sources said the completion
had been delayed to the middle of December. Asked
on Thursday if the contract would be signed by
Christmas, Moretti told reporters: “We don’t know.” A
source said last month that the delay was due to prob-
lems linked to pilot training and the dispatching of spe-
cialized personnel. 

KCCI and SMEs Fund 
discuss cooperation

KUWAIT: Officials from Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (KCCI) and the National Fund for Small and Medium
Enterprises (SMEs) Development met on Wednesday to dis-
cuss means of cooperation. The meeting included the KCCI’s
Industry and Labor Committee chief Fahad Al-Jawan and
SMEs fund Chairman Dr Mohammad Al-Zuhair, the KCCI said
in a press statement. The meeting tackled means of collabo-
ration to encourage Kuwaiti youth to get involved in free-
lance business and private sector as an alternative to seeking
jobs at governmental bodies. Collaboration between the two
bodies will involve organizing awareness campaigns on the
importance of building one’s own business and its impact on
improving the country’s social and economic development,
the statement said. It added that the KCCI expressed readi-
ness to host these campaigns by setting a program under the
supervision of Abdulaziz Hamad Al-Sagar Development
Center, an offshoot of KCCI, to train and rehabilitate young
Kuwaitis to venture in the realm of freelance business and
entrepreneurship.

Criminal court to continue 
hearing on terror cell case

KUWAIT: The Criminal Court continued its hearing in the
case regarding the terrorist cell implicating 26 defendants
- listening to the final statement by the defense lawyers.
During the court session Tuesday’s, the testimony of the
witness Athby Al-Fahad Al-Sabah was heard. The court, in
previous sessions, listened to a number of defense lawyers,
the public prosecution, coroners and a ballistics officer. It
held the first hearing on September 15th, prosecuting 26
persons accused of being members of or affiliated with the
secret cell. The prosecution had accused the defendants of
committing acts that violate the State of Kuwait sanctity,
collaborating with Iran and Hezbollah for carrying out hos-
tile schemes against the country. They are also accused of
possessing explosives, guns, ammunition, unlicensed
eavesdropping devices, with the intention of perpetrating
crimes in the country. 

BEIRUT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society
(KRCS) continued its campaign to dis-
tribute aid to the Syrian refugees in
Lebanon. KRCS delegate Shamlan
Fakhru said yesterday, that 350 winter
rations were given out to Syrian
refugees in Bekaa Valley. This campaign
has kicked off earlier this month with
the aim to deliver assistance to more
than 3,000 Syrian refugees in different
parts of Lebanon. There are more than 1

million Syrian refugees living in various
camps in Lebanon. Kuwait, and its chari-
ty bodies, is considered the largest aid
contributor that helps alleviate the suf-
fering of the refugees. 

ICRC lauds Kuwait 
Meanwhile, president of the

International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) Peter Maurer has commended the
humanitarian efforts provided by Kuwait
to Yemen, Syria, and Iraq. On the side-
lines of the 32nd International
Conference of the Red Cross and Red
Crescent, Maurer told KUNA following a
meeting with the Kuwait Red Crescent
Society’s (KRCS) delegation that he evalu-
ates humanitarian aid provided by the
society to Syrians, Iraqis, and Yemenis. He
added that the KRCS is a key partner for
the ICRC, calling for further cooperation
with the committee in these countries
and noting that means of promoting
partnership between the KRCS and ICRC
were discussed with the delegation in
order to alleviate suffering of vulnerable

people. On his part, KRCS’s Vice Chairman
Anwar Al-Hasawi affirmed that the socie-
ty paid much attention to cooperation
and coordination with the international
humanitarian organizations, especially
ICRC, to serve humanity. 

He also pointed out that the society
seeks to enhance partnership with ICRC
and work together in order to improve
living standards of crisis-affected people,
adding that the society has a storing
presence in Yemen, Iraq, Syria and
Somalia, and effective mechanisms to
provide required services. He reviewed
with Maurer KRCS’s efforts and programs
carried out in several fields to meet needs
of crisis-affected people in these Arab
countries, stressing that the coming peri-
od will witness an expansion of the soci-
ety’s activities. — Agencies 

KRCS distributes aid 

to Syrian refugees 

ICRC lauds Kuwait’s humanitarian, relief efforts 

President of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) Peter Maurer takes
a group photo with the Kuwait Red Crescent Society’s (KRCS) delegation. — KUNA

Kuwait Red Crescent Society distrib-
uting relief materials to the Syrian
refugees in Lebanon. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti cultural heritage has its
share, as in numerous other societies, of mythi-
cal folk tales with often frightening central
characters that were resorted to in the past by
parents to induce the children to comply with
parental requests to do certain chores. In the
main, parents used these mythical characters,
some having human traits, others mostly
supernatural, to coax the children to go to
sleep at bedtime or to stay home and not go
outside to play at certain hours of the day
which the parents deemed inappropriate.

Overall these characters were routinely
relied on by Kuwaiti adults in the past in spic-
ing up what may be described as spooky
camp-fire tales to attract children’s attention
to these tales. On this subject, Professor of
Anthropology at Kuwait University Dr
Mohammad Al-Haddad indicated in an inter-
view with KUNA that mythical folk tales and
mythical boogeymen that deal with the super-
natural are very much part-and-parcel of a
nation’s culture handed down from one gen-
eration to another.

Why did adults in Kuwait’s past tell their
children stories with mythical characters that
were beastly and terrifying? Dr Al-Haddad said
it was all done to scare the children into com-
plying to their parents’ orders, mainly, not to

go outside to play at high noon when the tem-
perature in Kuwait was unbearably sizzling hot
and could be a source of danger to children
exposed to it.  Basically it was the fear of a sun-
stroke that made the parents tell these awful
stories to their offspring to dissuade them
from playing outside the house, he said.

The vast majority of the boogeymen in
Kuwaiti mythological tales for children were
male, the most notorious of them being one
known in the Kuwaiti dialect as the “Tantal,” a
tall black man, of three meters in height, with
disheveled hair whose footsteps were audibly
heavy. He would roam around in the dead of
night, holding a large staff or cane which he
would use to strike his victims with. Tantal was
sometimes not seen at night because he opt-
ed to wander in the night as a ghost, looking
to kidnap children. “The mythical character of
Tantal has vanished from today’s culture, yet
the name itself is still used in the Kuwaiti
dialect to refer to a man of great height or a
woman for that matter,” said Dr. Al-Haddad.

Mythical characters 
Another such mythical character in old

Kuwait lore is that of Al-Seolu, which he said
was referred to by the Kuwaiti historian Yousef
Al-Qenaie in his book “Pages from the History

of Kuwait.” In it, Al-Seolu is described as a
Nubian slave, tall with elongated teeth who
kidnaps children and cannibalizes them. In
1910, a lot of people in Kuwait became terri-
fied of Al-Seolu because a little boy drowned
by the seashore and was never found again,
leading people to believe that he had been
eaten by the Al-Seolu, said Dr Al-Haddad. 

Not all mythical characters in Kuwaiti folk-
lore are of evil nature, he said, noting that the
character of “Sehaila Um Al-Khalajeen” was
thought of as a homeless woman who rum-
maged in the garbage to salvage old rags
which she would hastily retailor to fit her
physique. The result was often that the clothes
were way too big for her and dragged on the
ground behind her, making her look unseemly
and repugnant.

Another not so evil character is that of Um
Al-Sa’af Wa-Alleef, who is a grotesque-looking
woman, totally unkempt, who can fly using a
palm frond, said Kuwaiti heritage researcher
Hani Al-Asousi. A character who is a hybrid
human and animal, having the frightening
countenance of an old woman and the feet of
a donkey is named “Himarat Al-Gayla” (literally
meaning a high noon donkey) who parents
referred to in order to scare the children with
when they were ornery, he said. “—KUNA

Mythical characters abound

in old Kuwaiti folk tales


