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On a cold night 35 years ago, Mark David
Chapman waited for John Lennon outside the
New York City apartment building where the

former Beatle lived with his wife Yoko Ono and his son.
When the singer appeared shortly before 11 pm,
Chapman opened fire with a Charter Arms .38-caliber
pistol striking Lennon four times. Here’s a look at how
he easily circumvented New York’s restrictive gun laws,
and whether it would be possible today.

Where did it come from?
Chapman bought the gun legally six weeks before

the shooting from J&S Sales, LTD, a shop in Honolulu,
Hawaii, where Chapman had been living. He reported-
ly paid $169. Chapman had a permit and no police
record and the dealer wouldn’t have had any reason
to block the sale.

How did it get to new york?
Authorities at Honolulu’s airport said Chapman

probably got the gun past airport security simply by
placing it in his luggage. At the time, baggage
checked with an airline was not searched or X-rayed.
Chapman flew first to Atlanta, then on to New York
City.

Since he had a permit, was the gun legal?
No. New York does not recognize the validity of

handgun permits issued in other states. Out-of-town-
ers who bring handguns into the city frequently face
criminal charges, even if they have a license elsewhere.

Could Chapman fly with his gun today?
Air travelers are still able to take a gun with them

on a flight as long as they declare the weapon, unload

it, lock in a hard case and check it in their luggage.
Security experts say there’s nothing to prevent some-
one who follows proper security procedures from col-
lecting the firearm from the baggage carousel at the
destination airport, even if the weapon is illegal to
possess in the jurisdiction to which they have traveled.
“The airline knows the gun is there, the TSA knows,
and you’re declaring it, but they’re not doing the sec-
ond piece, which is asking whether the firearm is

licensed in the ultimate destination where you’re
going,” said attorney Jeremy Saland, who represents
gun owners in airport arrest cases. “It’s an extra
headache for them.”

So, is New York city’s ban ever enforced at air-
ports?

It does get enforced at New York airports, but usu-
ally only on outbound flights. Saland said he gets
about 15 calls a year from out-of-state gun owners
who have been arrested at New York airports trying to
leave with the firearm in their checked baggage. The
National Rifle Association has been lobbying for a fed-
eral law that would require states to honor gun per-
mits issued in other states.

Where’s Chapman’s gun now?
The revolver is stored behind bullet-resistant glass

at the Forensic Investigative Division in Queens, New
York, where it has been in police custody for 35 years,
stored alongside the gun wielded by “Son of Sam”
killer David Berkowitz. The division has about 800
guns, most of which are hung on the walls.

What about Chapman?
Chapman waited for police to arrive and was

arrested. He pleaded guilty after initially planning to
mount an insanity defense. Chapman is serving a 20
years-to-life sentence at Wende Correctional Facility
in western New York. He was denied parole in August
2014. He is eligible again next year. “Your actions
have devastated a family and those who loved the
victim,” the parole board said in denying the applica-
tion. — AP

John Lennon’s sister unveiled a new statue
of The Beatles on Liverpool’s waterfront
on Friday that the sculptor said he hoped

would become a landmark where people
could “think, meditate and play.” The bronze
sculpture was donated by the Cavern Club,
where the Beatles were discovered, and
marks 50 years since their last public perform-
ance in their home city on December 5, 1965.
“I was present at that event and am proud to
be at the unveiling,” said Julia Baird, the late
Beatle’s sister.

The statue was based on photographs of
the “Fab Four”-Paul McCartney, George
Harrison, Ringo Starr and John Lennon-taken

in 1963 in a nearby spot. The idea for the stat-
ue, which was created by sculptor Andy
Edwards and weighs 1.2 tons, came from
Chris Butler, managing director of Castle Fine
Art Foundry. “This is a statue that needs no
title, no explanation, no instruments, no gim-
micks,” Butler said.

“It’s a monument to a moment and the
moment started in Liverpool.” Edwards said
that while he was working on the statue on
the waterfront “everybody wanted to talk to
us-everybody has a Beatles story”. “I think the
statue will quickly become a place of ritual. It
will be a place to come together, have a think,
meditate and play.” — AFP

Lennon’s sister unveils
Beatles statue in Liverpool

A picture shows a statue of British band The Beatles, featuring (from left to right) musi-
cians Paul McCartney, George Harrison, Ringo Starr and John Lennon, created by sculp-
ture Chris Butler and unveiled in Liverpool, north west England, fifty years after their
final performance in the city. — AFP

In this Dec 14, 1980, file photo, people jam the street at Central Park West and 72nd
Street in New York, just outside the Dakota apartment house where John Lennon lived,
after leaving a memorial service held at the bandshell in Central Park, across the street.

In this Dec 9. 1980, file photo, police lead suspect Mark David Chapman,
with his head covered, from the 20th Precinct on New York’s Upper West
Side.

Mark David Chapman used
legal handgun to kill Lennon 

The gun used by Mark David Chapman to kill John Lennon, a Charter Arms
.38-caliber pistol, is displayed next to their pictures at a small museum in
the Forensic Investigation Division of the New York Police Department in
New York. — AP photos

In this 1975 file photo, Mark David Chapman is
seen at Fort Chaffee near Fort Smith, Ark. 

A man who helped define rock and roll, a leader of the peace
movement, an icon of the Baby Boom generation, his sudden
shooting death at the hands of Mark David Chapman inspired
shock and mourning, and for many marked the end of an era.
Chapman was sentenced to 20 years to life in prison and was last
denied parole in August 2014. “I am sorry for causing that type of
pain,” Chapman told the parole board then. “I am sorry for being
such an idiot and choosing the wrong way for glory.” Chapman can
try again for parole next year.

At a 2010 hearing, Chapman recalled that he had considered
shooting Johnny Carson or Elizabeth Taylor instead, and said that
he chose Lennon because the ex-Beatle was more accessible, that
his century-old apartment building by Central Park “wasn’t quite as
cloistered.” Thirty-five years after the death of a cultural touchstone,
The Associated Press is making a version of its original coverage
available with photos.

Nine-story apartment
Former Beatle John Lennon, who catapulted to stardom with

the long-haired British rock group in the 1960s, was shot to death
late last night outside his luxury apartment building on
Manhattan’s Upper West Side, police said. Authorities said Lennon,
40, was rushed in a police car to Roosevelt Hospital, where he was
pronounced dead shortly after arriving. Doctors said he suffered

seven severe wounds in his chest, back and left arm, but they did
not know how many bullets had hit him. Dr Stephen Lynn said, “I
am sure he was dead when he was shot.”

Police said the shooting occurred outside the Dakota, the cen-
tury-old luxury apartment house where Lennon and his wife, Yoko
Ono, lived. It is across the street from Central Park. Police said they
had a suspect and described him as “a screwball” with no apparent
motive for shooting Lennon. Lt John Schick said he expected the
man, in his mid-20s, to be held through the night. Lennon’s wife
was not hurt.

Chief of Detectives James Sullivan said Lennon and his wife
were walking into the enclosed courtyard of the Dakota about
10:50 pm when five shots rang out. Lennon staggered up a few
steps into the building and collapsed, he said. Police Officer
Anthony Palma, who was one of the first officers to arrive, said offi-
cers found Lennon lying face down in the office of the nine-story
apartment building and carried him to a patrol car. Miss Ono was
taken to the hospital in another car, he said.

Palma said she became hysterical when doctors told her that
Lennon was dead. “Tell me it isn’t true,” he quoted her as crying.
Sullivan said the suspect was a 25-year-old man from Hawaii who
had reportedly been hanging around the Dakota for some time.
Jack Douglas, Lennon’s producer, said he and the Lennons had
been at a midtown studio called the Record Plant and that Lennon

left at 10:30 p.m. Lennon said he was going to get something to
eat and go home, Douglas said.

Significant damage
A bystander, Sean Strub, said he was walking south near 72nd

Street when he heard four shots. He said he came around the cor-
ner to Central Park West and saw Lennon being put into the back
of a police car. Some people say they heard six shots and said John
was hit twice,” Strub said. “Police said he was hit in the back.” He said
others told him the assailant had been “crouching in the archway
of the Dakota. ... Lennon arrived in the company of his wife and the
assailant fired.” At Roosevelt Hospital, Dr Lynn announced that
Lennon was dead shortly after midnight. He said Lennon had been
brought in shortly before 11 pm. “Extensive resuscitation efforts
were made and despite transfusions and other methods he could
not be revived,” he said. “Significant damage was done to the major
vessel in the chest,” Dr Lynn said. “There was massive blood loss
and he could not be saved. ... I am sure he was dead when he was
shot. ... His house is less than a mile away from the hospital and I
don’t think it was possible to rescue him by any means.”

Lennon rocketed to fame in the early 1960s when he and fellow
Britons Paul McCartney, George Harrison and Ringo Starr intro-
duced a sound that changed the course of rock ‘n’ roll. Lennon,
who turned 40 on Oct 9, was responsible for writing many of the

group’s songs. In an interview earlier this year- his first major inter-
view in five years - Lennon said he had wanted to leave the Beatles
as early as 1966 but did not make the move until four years later
because he “just didn’t have the guts.” After the Beatles broke up in
1970, Lennon continued writing songs and recording.

‘Double Fantasy’
But in 1975 he dropped out for five years, saying he wanted to

be with Yoko Ono and their son, Sean. Lennon also had a son,
Julian, by his first wife, Cynthia, whom he left in the late 1960s. In
1976, he won resident’s status in the United States after a court
fight against a deportation order stemming from a British drug
conviction. It was not until last summer that he returned to music,
and his 14-song album, “Double Fantasy,” was released last month.
The album, which includes songs by his wife, is based on Lennon’s
experiences over the five years, during which he kept house,
cooked and cared for their son.

The seed for the Beatles band dates to 1955 when Lennon met
McCartney at a Liverpool, England, church social. They started per-
forming as a duo called the Quarrymen and were joined three
years later by Harrison. Starr did not come into the band until 1962
- a year before the Beatles hit the top of the charts in Britain with
“Please Please Me.” “Beatlemania” did not cross the ocean to the
United States until 1964. — AP

In this Aug 22, 1980, file photo, John Lennon, right, and
his wife, Yoko Ono, arrive at The Hit Factory, a recording
studio in New York City. — AP photos

People gather at the mosaic named for the John Lennon’s song ‘Imagine’ at Strawberry Fields, the Central
Park garden dedicated in his honor, in New York. — AP/AFP photos

Flowers are placed on the mosaic named for the John Lennon’s song
‘Imagine’.

John Lennon was shot 35 years ago 

Fans of the late John Lennon gather around the “Strawberry Fields” tile
mosaic in Central Park.

Memorabilia sits atop the ‘Strawberry Fields’ tile mosaic in Central
Park.

In this Dec 10, 1980 file photo, a fan of British pop group
The Beatles holds a vintage record album Beatles for
Sale in a record shop in Stuttgart, Germany.

In this Dec 9, 1980, file photo, Yoko Ono and
record producer David Geffen leave
Roosevelt Hospital in New York after the
death of her husband, John Lennon.


