
W H AT ’ S  ON
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2015

Good evening.  Your Excellency Acting
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-

Hamad Al-Sabah, distinguished guests:
Catherine and I want to welcome all of you to
this year’s National Day celebration here at the
American Embassy.

You have probably noticed that for the past
couple of years we have held our national day
celebrations not on July 4th, but in December.
We have done this so you, and we, do not have
to suffer the heat of a Kuwaiti summer here in

this garden. Tonight, though, we may have
turned up the air conditioning a little bit too
much. But the cold weather reminds us that
this is a special time in the United States -the
winter holiday season.  From Thanksgiving at
the end of November into the New Year, this is
the part of the year when Americans take the
time to renew old traditions by decorating
their houses, attending religious services, and
singing holiday songs. And many, many
Americans also travel long distances to visit
the people they care about most and renew

the bonds of family and friendship.
And, despite the indignities of modern air

and road travel, we know that all the problems
of the road or the airport disappear when we
see grandma, grandpa, family or old friends
standing in the doorway with open arms.

These ties of family and friendship that
unite Americans also unite Kuwaitis and give
our two nations the special bond that we also
celebrate tonight. This year, Catherine and I
have chosen the theme “Winter Lights” for our
celebration.  Holiday lights —draped in trees,

hung on the front of houses or displayed in
front yards—are an important American holi-
day tradition. I remember as a child in Texas
climbing with my father up a ladder and onto
the roof of our house to nail lights to the
eaves. And, as a father, I climbed the big
Dogwood tree in our front yard with my two
sons to get the lights as high in the tree
branches as we could reach. We have tried to
capture some of the magic of those lights for
youth is evening.

And I want to thank my amazing Embassy

staff for the fabulous, festive decorations they
designed for you. I also want to thank all of the
sponsors who contributed to our celebration.
You will see their names and logos on the big
screen throughout the night.

So as we gather together on this winter’s
night to celebrate US national day, I would
simply ask you all to listen to the music provid-
ed by our talented US military bands, enjoy
the wonderful food and drink provided by our
sponsors, and stay warm among good friends.

Thank you and have a great evening.
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Gulf University for Science and
Technology (GUST) hosted the latest
Cross Cultural Diwaniya (CCD) on its

campus yesterday in which people from vari-
ous backgrounds get together to exchange
views and promote critical thinking on the
most pertinent issues of the day. Last night’s
discussion revolved around the relationship
between religion, culture, and spirituality.

The event, which was open to the general
public, was held in the presence of HE

Matthew Lodge, UK Ambassador to Kuwait.
The discussion, which was divided into two
45-minute rounds, and was moderated by Dr
Shafeeq Al Ghabra, Professor of Political
Science at Kuwait University.

Faisal Al Fuhaid, Founder of the Cross
Cultural Diwaniya, said, “The unique thing
about this forum is that everybody is wel-
come. By opening the doors to different cul-
tures and backgrounds, we are promoting
progressive discussion amongst all residents

of Kuwait.  At the same time, we are exposing
GUST students to ideas and viewpoints that
may differ from their own and provide a safe
environment in which they can question,
debate, and understand them.”

The Cross Cultural Diwaniya, occurs
monthly, is open to everyone, and is free of
charge to attend. Information on upcoming
diwaniyas can be found online at
ccdiwan.me, and on Instagram @culturaldi-
waniya.

GUST Hosts 23rd Cross Cultural Diwaniya

An estimated 3 million people have been affected by one of
the worst natural disasters to ever hit Tamil Nadu. Record-
breaking rainfall and the overflowing of several lakes has left

thousands homeless and without food or electricity. The region,
however, remains undaunted, with various groups and individuals
quickly mobilizing to aid the flood victims by providing shelter and
basic necessities, as well as helping stranded families get back
together.

Joyalukkas Group has been one of the first organizations on
ground supporting relief efforts. “Chennai is very close to my heart,
people here have supported us greatly through the years,” says Joy
Alukkas, Chairman & MD Joyalukkas Group. “It is our turn to stand

with them and get them through this very difficult time. The
Joyalukkas Foundation is stepping up its relief efforts, beginning
with this humble cash donation to the Chief Minister’s relief fund to
provide relief to the victims as soon as possible. Our thoughts and
prayers are with the affected families.” Joy Alukkas personally
offered his support to Honorable Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
Jayalalithaa on Tuesday, December 8, 2015, along with a check for 3
crores. Aid relief activities continue at the present time.

Joyalukkas Group has pledged to the Chief Minister of their con-
tinuous support not only just in monetary terms but also in any oth-
er form required. Joyalukkas Group wants Chennai to stand back on
its feet at the earliest.

Joy Alukkas gives Rs 3 Crore aid to Chief Minister 

Jayalalithaa to support Chennai Flood rehabilitation
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