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LONDON: Roger Federer has rejigged
his coaching team for next year by part-
ing company with Stefan Edberg and
bringing Ivan Ljubicic on board, the 17-
times grand slam champion said yester-
day.

Former world number one Edberg
had worked as part of a team led by
Federer’s long-term coach Severin Luthi
since January 2014, a period in which
the 34-year-old revived his career with-

out adding to his tally of grand slam
titles. “After two very successful years, I
would like to thank Stefan Edberg, my
childhood idol, for agreeing to join my
team,” Federer said in Facebook post.

“It was a dream come true. Although
it was supposed to only be for 2014,
Stefan was great and agreed to extend
the partnership through this year which
I really appreciated.

“He taught me so much and his influ-

ence on my game will remain. He will
always be a part of my team.

“Severin Luthi, who I have been work-
ing with since 2008, will continue to be
my main coach and he will be joined by
Ivan Ljubicic,” Federer added.

Croatian Ljubicic, who retired in 2012
after a long career which peaked when
he reached number three in the world,
coached Canadian Milos Raonic for two
years until last month.

Swede Edberg released a statement
to the ATP thanking Federer for what he
described as a “wonderful two years”.

“It became very clear from the start
that this was going to be a special part-
nership, working with the greatest
ambassador tennis has ever seen,” the
six-times grand slam champion said.

“It was exciting for me to be back out
on tour and to see that the sport has
made so much progress.

“After an amazing 2014, I decided to
continue on for another year, but with a
clear understanding that it would be my
last year given the time commitment.”

“I believe Roger still has a lot left to
give to the sport of tennis and is capable
of winning the big events.” Federer, who
finished 2015 ranked third in the world
after winning six titles, will start next
season at the Brisbane International in
early January. —Reuters

Federer parts ways with Edberg, brings Ljubicic on board 

PHILADELPHIA: New York Islanders’ Kyle Okposo scores a goal against Philadelphia Flyers’ Michal Neuvirth in a shootout during an NHL hockey
game, Tuesday, in Philadelphia. New York won 4-3 in a shootout. — AP

PHILADELPHIA: Kyle Okposo scored the only
goal of the shootout, Frans Nielsen scored twice
in regulation and the New York Islanders beat
the Philadelphia Flyers 4-3 Tuesday night.
Jaroslav Halak had 43 saves through overtime
and stopped all three Flyers attempts in the
tiebreaker, and Brock Nelson also scored to
help the Islanders win for the sixth time in eight
games (6-0-2). Ryan White, Pierre-Edouard
Bellemare and Claude Giroux scored for
Philadelphia Steve Mason gave up three goals
on 10 shots before he was replaced about mid-
way through the second period, and Michal
Neuvirth had 16 saves. Okposo, New York’s sec-
ond skater in the shootout, using a stellar move
to pull the puck onto his forehand before roof-
ing it over Neuvirth.

KINGS 3, BLUE JACKETS 2, OT
Alec Martinez had an assist on the tying goal

and then scored the winner at 4:33 of overtime
to rally Los Angeles past Columbus. Christian
Ehrhoff  and Jeff  Car ter also scored and
Jonathan Quick had 21 saves for the Kings, who
won their fifth straight and improved to 6-0-1
in their last seven games. Scott Hartnell and
Matt Calvert scored for Columbus, which lost
goalie Sergei Bobrovsky to an apparent injury
in the third period. Bobrovsky had 33 saves and
Curtis McElhinney stopped five of seven shots
he faced. Carter tied it for with 1:27 left in regu-
lation, sliding home his 11th of the season in a
scramble near the crease with Quick pulled for
an extra skater. In overtime, Dustin Brown
passed to Nick shore on the left side, and he
sent it to Martinez at the back door.

CAPITALS 3, RED WINGS 2, SO
T.J. Oshie and Evgeny Kuznetsov scored in

the shootout, lifting Washington past Detroit.
Alex Ovechkin tied the score at 10:51 of the
third period, and the Capitals killed a Red
Wings power play in overtime to force the
shootout. Oshie began by beating Red Wings
goaltender Jimmy Howard, and Gustav Nyquist
was denied by Braden Holtby on the other end.
Kuznetsov followed by with an easy goal off a
deke to his right and Pavel Datsyuk missed to
provide the Capitals with the win.  Justin
Williams also scored for Washington. Howard
stopped 38 shots. Despite the loss, the Red
Wings earned a point in an 11th straight game
(8-0-3), their longest streak since 2010. Henrik
Zetterberg and Tomas Jurco scored for Detroit.

MAPLE LEAFS 3, DEVILS 2, SO
Tyler Bozak and Nazem Kadri scored in the

shootout, and Garret Sparks made 25 saves to
lead Toronto. P.A. Parenteau and James van
Riemsdyk scored in regulation for the Maple
Leafs. Kadri converted in the fifth round of the
tiebreaker for the win. Lee Stempniak and Kyle
Palmieri  scored for the Devils,  and Corey
Schneider stopped 36 shots. Mike Cammalleri
tallied in the shootout. The Leafs went 1 for 5
on the power play while the Devils scored twice

on five chances with the man advantage.

STARS 6, HURRICANES 5
Patrick Sharp scored on the power play with

19 seconds remaining to lift Dallas. Sharp took a
pass from John Klingberg above the right faceoff
circle and sent a slap shot off Carolina goalie
Eddie Lack and into the net. The Hurricanes had
rallied with four third-period goals to tie the
score with 6:43 remaining. Dallas’ Jamie Benn
scored his league-leading 19th goal and added
three assists. He combined with linemantes Tyler
Seguin (goal, 3 assists) and Valeri Nichuskin
(goal, 2 assists) for three goals and eight assists.
Patrick Eaves and Johnny Oduya also scored, and
Klingberg also had three assists. Justin Faulk had
two goals, and Jaccob Slavin, Phillip Di Giuseppe
and Jeff Skinner also scored for Carolina.

SENATORS 4, PANTHERS 2
Mike Hoffman scored the go-ahead goal to

help Ottawa get its third win in four games. Kyle
Turris and Zack Smith also scored for the
Senators and Mark Stone had three assists.
Jean-Gabriel Pageau added a short-handed
empty net goal with 2:31 left and Craig
Anderson finished with 25 saves.

Reilly Smith and Logan Shaw scored for the
Panthers and Roberto Luongo stopped 20 shots.
Florida lost its second straight after winning five
in a row. Luongo lost his third in a row to the
Senators after winning the previous 10.

BLUES 4, COYOTES 1
Vladimir Tarasenko and Alexander Steen

scored in the second period to help the St. Louis
Blues rally for a 4-1 win over the Arizona Coyotes
on Tuesday night. Kevin Shattenkirk and David
Backes also scored and Jake Allen made 22 saves
as the Blues snapped a three-game losing streak.

Steve Downie scored for the Coyotes and
Mike Smith stopped 18 shots.

The Blues had scored just three goals in their
previous three games, going 0-2-1. St. Louis was
2-2-3 over the past seven and 4-5-3 over its last
12. They have now won six straight against the
Coyotes and are 9-0-1 in the last 10 meetings.

BLACKHAWKS 4, PREDATORS 1
Patrick Kane extended his points streak to 23

games with an empty-net goal with 1:36 left,
and Chicago beat Nashville. Teuvo Teravainen
and Andrew Shaw each had a goal and an assist
for the Blackhawks, and Corey Crawford made
36 saves. Dennis Rasmussen scored in his NHL
debut. Kane’s 17th goal was his 600th NHL point.
The winger, who entered as the NHL’s leading
scorer, has 14 goals and 23 assists during his
franchise-record streak. Eric Nystrom scored for
Nashville in its first meeting with Chicago since
the Blackhawks won their first-round playoff
series in six games last spring. Pekka Rinne
blocked 20 shots for the Predators, who were
coming off a 3-2 victory at Boston on Monday
night.

FLAMES 4, SHARKS 2
Mikael Backlund had a goal and an assist to

lead Calgary to its seventh straight home win.
Markus Granlund, Sean Monahan and Michael
Frolik also scored, and Dennis Wideman and
Mark Giordano had two assists for the Flames.
Karri Ramo, who has started three straight
games and 15 of the past 16, made 31 saves to
earn his ninth win of the season. Chris Tierney
and Joe Thornton scored for the Sharks, losers of
four straight. Logan Couture made his return to
the San Jose lineup after missing 23 games with
a broken right fibula. He had an assist on
Thornton’s goal. —AP

Okposo, Halak lift Islanders 

past Flyers in shootout

Western Conference
Central Division

W L  OTL GF GA PTS  
Dallas 21 5 2 99 75 44   
St. Louis 16 8 4 72 68 36   
Chicago 15 9 4 78 70 34   
Minnesota 14 7 5 70 64 33   
Nashville 14 9 5 73 75 33   
Winnipeg 13 13 2 76 85 28   
Colorado 12 15 1 77 81 25   

Pacific Division
Los Angeles 18 8 1 71 57 37   
San Jose 14 13 0 72 72 28   
Vancouver 10 11 8 77 81 28   
Arizona 13 14 1 75 89 27   
Anaheim 11 12 5 55 68 27   
Calgary 11 14 2 69 96 24   
Edmonton 11 15 2 71 82 24   

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 19 6 3 94 63 41   

Detroit 15 8 5 73 72 35   
Ottawa 15 8 5 90 83 35   
Boston 14 9 3 85 75 31   
Florida 13 11 4 71 70 30   
Tampa Bay 13 12 3 66 65 29   
Buffalo 11 14 3 67 78 25   
Toronto 10 13 5 64 76 25   

Metropolitan Division
Washington 19 5 2 82 57 40   
NY Rangers 18 7 3 80 58 39   
NY Islanders 16 8 5 82 70 37   
New Jersey 14 10 4 71 69 32   
Pittsburgh 14 10 2 61 62 30   
Philadelphia 11 11 6 57 78 28   
Carolina 10 14 4 64 87 24   
Columbus 11 16 2 68 84 24   
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the
standings and are not included in the loss column (L).

NHL Results/Standings

Los Angeles 3, Columbus 2 (OT); NY Islanders 4, Philadelphia 3 (SO); Washington 3, Detroit 2 (SO); Toronto 3, New
Jersey 2 (SO); Ottawa 4, Florida 2; St. Louis 4, Arizona 1; Chicago 4, Nashville 1; Dallas 6, Carolina 5; Calgary 4, San
Jose 2.

LONDON: Newly crowned world heavy-
weight champion Tyson Fury was in the
spotlight again yesterday as Britain’s
Sports Journalists’ Association (SJA) told
him to stay away from its annual awards
ceremony.

Fury has come under fire over his views
on women and homosexuality, with over
120,000 people signing a petition calling
for him to be removed from the shortlist for
the BBC’s Sports Personality of the Year
award.

He is being investigated by Greater
Manchester Police after a member of the
public reported him for committing a “hate
crime” and the SJA has now withdrawn an
invitation for him to attend next week’s
British Sports Awards.

“The officers of the SJA took the deci-
sion reluctantly, since the British Sports
Awards seek to recognise the year’s great
sporting achievements, which include
Fury’s heavyweight world title win,” the SJA
said in a statement.

“But the decision was made as a conse-
quence of threats made by Fury against at
least one sports journalist, an SJA member,
who has written about the boxer’s repug-

nant comments on homosexuality and
women.”

The journalist in question, Oliver Holt,
conducted an interview with Fury for the
Mail on Sunday in which the boxer likened
homosexuality to paedophilia. Fury, who is
a born-again Christian, said that three
things needed to be accomplished “before
the devil comes home.”

“One of them is homosexuality being
legal in countries, one of them is abortion
and the other is paedophilia,” he said. “Who
would have thought in the 50s and 60s that
those first two would be legalised?”

After the article was published, Fury
appeared in a video published online in
which he suggested Holt would be beaten
up by members of his entourage.

Fury has also been accused of sexism,
having notably stated that a woman’s place
was “in the kitchen and on her back”. The
Manchester-born boxer, who is of traveller
heritage and styles himself as the ‘Gypsy
King’, has denied being homophobic or
sexist and says that his views merely reflect
what is written in the Bible.

Fury stunned long-standing champion
Wladimir Klitschko in Duesseldorf at the
end of last month to win the WBA, IBF and
WBO world heavyweight belts.

But the International Boxing Federation
has confirmed that Fury has been stripped
of its version of the belt for electing to
grant Klitschko a rematch rather than face
mandatory IBF challenger Vyacheslav
Glazkov.

Fury took to Twitter yesterday, publish-
ing a picture of him celebrating victory
over Klitschko that carried the message:
“Take my belts, sign your petitions, but you
will never take this night from me.”

The British Boxing Board of Control was
due to hold a meeting on Wednesday
when Fury’s recent remarks were expected
to be discussed. — AFP

‘Repugnant’ Fury not  

welcome at ceremony

Tyson Fury  

SINGAPORE: Singapore brought down the
curtain on Southeast Asia’s biggest ever
para sports event yesterday after a week of
competition celebrating the achievements
and potential of people with disabilities.

Football superstar David Beckham was
among the spectators, declaring he was
inspired by the 1,200 athletes from 10
countries that competed in 15 sports at the
ASEAN Para Games.

Singapore pulled out all the stops, hous-
ing the athletes at a luxury hotel in the city
centre and hosting the competition at the
new, $1 bill ion Sports Hub complex.
Singapore’s Jason Chee, 31, provided one
of the many tales of inspiration after he
overcame a horrific naval accident to win
gold in the men’s team table tennis.

Chee’s success comes just three years
after he lost both legs, his left arm and
three fingers on his right hand after being
caught between a berthing rope and
motorised winch on a navy vessel.

Earlier Thai teenager Anchaya Ketkeaw,
who after being born with a deformed
right hand was bullied in school and told
she would amount to nothing, won seven
gold medals.

“In Thailand, people tend to look down
on the disabled. But my mother always told
me not to be ashamed of my disability,” the
Straits Times quoted her as saying.

Singaporean swimmer Yip Pin Xiu, 23,
broke the world record in the women’s 50m
backstroke, clocking 1min 1.61sec to lower
the mark set by China’s Feng Yazhu at the
London Paralympics.

Beckham watched Singapore play
Thailand at football on Sunday and posted
a video on his Instagram with the caption:
“The level of skill in this game is incredible.”
“It is inspiring to see athletes pursue their

passion with such great desire,” added the
former England captain.

‘Nothing is impossible’ 
The UN’s regional development arm

ESCAP said on its website that one in six
people in the Asia-Pacific region-about 650
million people-has some form of disability
and tended to be “unseen, unheard and
uncounted”.  The athletes travelled to the
Games venue on Singapore’s metro train
system to allow them to interact with the
public and raise their visibility.  Wheelchair-
bound hospital administrator Leslie Chia,
48, a spectator, was among those who said
the event had shone a light on people with
disabilities.  “It has created a lot of aware-
ness. Awareness is one thing, I think it’s
very inspiring. It has really shown people
that nothing is impossible,” she told AFP.

Singapore chief of mission Raja Singh
said the games exceeded his expectations.
“Next is to encourage people with disability
to come and play the sport and there were
a lot of people with disability who came to
watch the game. That is very encouraging,”
he said. Zainal Abu Zarin, president of the
ASEAN Para Sports Federation, described
the Singapore edition as the “best games
ever in the 15-year history of our games”.

The games closed late yesterday, with
the torch extinguished. Malaysia will host
the games in 2017. About 400 performers
put on a spectacular musical show at the
iconic Marina Bay Sands casino complex for
the closing ceremonies.  Thailand topped
the medals table with 95 golds, ahead of
Indonesia (81) and Malaysia (52).

The ASEAN Para Games is now in its
eighth edition after starting in 2001 in
Malaysia, when about 400 athletes took
part. — AFP

PARA GAMES

Tales of inspiration as 

curtain falls in Singapore

SINGAPORE: This photo taken on December 8, 2015 shows Singaporean table tennis
para athlete Jason Chee eyeing a shot against Thailand’s Natthawut Thinathet during
the men’s singles table tennis final at the 8th ASEAN Para Games in Singapore.
Singapore brings down the curtain on Southeast Asia’s biggest ever para sports
event yesterday after a week of competition celebrating the achievements and
potential of people with disabilities. — AFP


