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HOBART: Former Australia captain
Ricky Ponting yesterday said a day-night
match could help secure Hobart’s status
as a Test host and rounded on “unfair”
criticism of the Tasmanian capital.
Speculation has risen over Hobart’s
future as a Test venue amid fears that
just 10,000 fans will attend the first four
days of the first Test against the West
Indies, starting today.

Hobart has hosted 11 Tests since its
first against Sri Lanka in 1989, but the
city is not on the annual rota of Test
venues like the mainland Australian
capital cities.

Ponting, who was honoured by the
unveiling of a statue at his old Bellerive
Oval home ground Wednesday, said
that criticism of Hobart as a Test venue
was unjust.

“I think some of the criticism has
been a little unfair. What I would like to
see happen here is that Hobart and
Tasmania get a Test match every year,”

Ponting told reporters.
“It’s really hard to make assumptions

on Tasmanian cricket or people watch-
ing Test cricket in Australia when there
is no continuity where the games are.

“ The Tasmanian public are being
judged on Test matches against lower-
ranked teams. Let’s have an Ashes Test
here, let ’s have Tests against South
Africa and India here and then we can
start making some judgments and com-
parisons about other venues around
Australia.”

After 123,000 fans flocked to the first
ever day-night Test in Adelaide last
month, Ponting was asked if  a Test
under floodlights would reinvigorate
Hobart.

“If that is what it ’s going to take
down here, then absolutely,” he said.  “If
the attendances are down over the next
few days down here, it might be what
Hobart needs and it’s already got unbe-
lievable world-class facilities and lights.”

Ponting, who is a member of the
MCC World Cricket committee, said the
future of Tests was one of the big ques-
tions facing the sport.  “I’ve been talking
for the last few weeks with the World
Cricket committee about Test match
attendances around the world and how
they are starting to fall away, which is
why we saw a day-night Test match in
Adelaide,” he said.  “Australia is strong,
but when we go to places like Sri Lanka,
India and the West Indies that’s when
you start to see those numbers drop off,”
he added.  Ponting said a contributing
factor was the recent retirement of
some of cricket’s leading stars.

“The other thing we have to think
about is the real star players that were
around the game five or six years ago
have all retired at once,” he said.  “There’s
no (Jacques) Kallis, there’s no (Brian)
Lara, there’s no (Sachin)  Tendulkar.
These guys have all left the game in a
quite recent period of time.” —AFP

Ponting urges day-night Test for struggling Hobart

HOBART: Former Australian cricket captain Ricky Ponting unveils a statue of
himself as Australia prepare for the first cricket Test match against the West
Indies in Hobart yesterday. — AFP

DUNEDIN: A positive doping test and ques-
tions over a contentious criminal trial in
London have threatened to overshadow the
first test between New Zealand and Sri Lanka,
which begins today. The match in Dunedin
was supposed to contain the storyline of a Sri
Lanka side in transition and a New Zealand
team looking to build on the momentum
from their series in Australia before a return
clash at home next February.

Instead, news broke on Tuesday that Sri
Lankan wicketkeeper Kusal Perera had tested
positive earlier this year for a banned sub-
stance and was forced to return home. Coach
Jerome Jayaratne told reporters that Perera
had taken medication for an insect bite on his
foot, with the belief that the treatment was
not on the banned list of substances.

Then on Wednesday, home captain
Brendon McCullum was subjected to ques-
tions concerning the recent Chris Cairns crimi-
nal trial, where the former all-rounder was
acquitted of perjury and perverting the
course of justice charges.

McCullum was one of two former team
mates, along with self-confessed match-fixer
Lou Vincent, who gave evidence against
Cairns in the trial, accusing him of twice ask-
ing him to fix matches.

The 34-year-old McCullum, who will play

his 98th test at University Oval, did his best to
tone down the outcome of the trial and his
role as a witness.

NEW ZEALAND FAVOURITES
“It was quite a big deal in New Zealand

cricket but I think it ’s time to move on,”
McCullum told reporters in Dunedin. “This
isn’t the time or place to dive into those types
of discussions, that was the court room in
London and it’s time to move on,” he repeat-
ed. Despite suffering a 2-0 loss to Australia,
McCullum’s side head into the Sri Lankan fix-
tures as heavy favourites, having been
unlucky not to have snatched a share of the
spoils across the Tasman as they improved the
longer the series progressed. As well as the
dashing strokeplay of Perera at number seven,
the visitors have also lost pace bowler
Dhammika Prasad to a back injury after their
only warm-up match in Queenstown ended in
a draw. The side were already in transition
after the international retirements in the last
12 months of two of the game’s all-time
greats in Mahela Jayawardene and Kumar
Sangakkara.

Such a blow, of losing the experience
gained in accumulating more than 20,000 test
runs between the pair, would rip the heart out
of most teams and Jayaratne has acknowl-

edged that his side are on a steep learning
curve.

Their biggest concern will be the fact that
only three of their batsmen, Dimuth
Karunaratne, skipper Angelo Mathews and
Dinesh Chandimal, have batted in New
Zealand in a test before. The inexperienced
top seven will also come under fire from new-
ball pair Tim Southee and Trent Boult, who
were building some rhythm against Australia
and are likely to relish the more bowler-
friendly conditions at home. — Reuters

Doping, Cairns questions 

shroud first test buildup

Brendon McCullum

HOBART: Skipper Jason Holder yestersday said
his embattled West Indies players must focus on
their individual gameplans if they want to pull
off a stunning win against Australia in the first
Test in Hobart.

Amid incredulity that the West Indies have a
chance against Steve Smith’s Australians, after a
run of woeful results, Holder challenged his
young team to get their heads down and fight.

It looks a tall order for the once-mighty
Caribbeans to turn things around when the first
of three Tests gets underway today.

The West Indies are ranked above only
Bangladesh and Zimbabwe. They have won just
four of their last 20 Tests and last won a Test in
Australia in 1997.

But Windies pace great and now team bowl-
ing consultant Curtly Ambrose has predicted a
shock victory, and Holder said that is possible if
they execute their plans.

“We are very upbeat about this series. It’s a
fresh series for us, so we have to be positive
going into it,” Holder told a match-eve media
conference. “If we realistically do what we have
to do in terms of executing our roles then any-

thing is possible on any given day.
“The onus has to be upon each player to per-

form their role and execute their plans. Once we
do that we can put together a strong collective
effort.”

Doubts about the Windies redoubled after
they were humiliated by a rookie Cricket
Australia XI by 10 wickets in their only warm-up
game. Ambrose rebuked the team in the wake of
the defeat and Holder said the players have tak-
en his stinging words to heart.

‘WE CAN PUT PRESSURE ON’ 
“Curtly shed a lot of light on where we are at

this current time and how we played that warm-
up game,” Holder said.

“We’re in that situation where we have to just
put that behind us.” Holder also tried to turn the
heat back on to the Australians, by highlighting
some perceived weaknesses.

“If we can get into their middle order as
quickly as possible, that will be better off for us,”
he said. “Davey Warner is coming off a very good
series against New Zealand, and (with) Steve
Smith they scored the bulk of the runs in the last

series played.
“So if we can target them in a sense of get-

ting them out as early as possible then we can
put pressure on their middle order.”

Holder said the reinstatement of Phil
Simmons as coach, after he was suspended for
the October-November Sri Lanka tour in a row
over selection, was also a big plus.

“It makes a significant difference. He is imple-
menting his ways and I think the guys have real-
ly bought into what he has brought,” Holder said.

“Losing him during the Sri Lanka series was a
very big loss especially at that stage as I was
practically on my way to the airport when I got
the news he was not going to be joining us.

“That really shattered the dressing room so
it’s just very good to have him back and I’m sure
he will be on the guys to put things in place and
get ready for this game.”

West Indies team (from) - Kraigg Brathwaite,
Rajendra Chandrika, Darren Bravo, Marlon
Samuels, Jermaine Blackwood, Denesh Ramdin,
Jason Holder (capt), Carlos Brathwaite, Devendra
Bishoo, Kemar Roach, Jerome Taylor, Shannon
Gabriel. — AFP

Holder says written-off 

Windies can stun Aussies

HOBART: West Indies player Darren Bravo takes a catch as the team trains ahead of the first cricket Test match against Australia in Hobart yes-
terday. —  AFP 

KUWAIT: The first semi-final of the 18th Prof
Ramachandran Memorial Cricket Tournament
(RMC) conducted by College of Engineering
Trivandrum Alumni Association (CETAA) saw
AECK meeting TKM (both former champions).

Opting to bat first, AECK got off to their
usual rousing start but when left-handed
Shameer (12) fell with the score at 21, TKM
managed to slow down the run rate with their
steady and determined attack. Only Mahesh
(33 - man of the match) kept the score board
ticking. Wickets fell at regular intervals mainly
due to some brilliant catches and all out for 85
runs in their 15 overs. Much was expected of
the strong AECK batting line up but TKM with
their all round bowling and excellent fielding I
catching restricted AECK to a manageable
score. Riju, Rahul, Mukesh (2 wickets each),
Sreekumar, Ajmal (1 wicket each) and Anfar
bowled their heart out for TKM

In reply, TKM lost Ziad early, but Isaac (16)
and Rahul (25) put on 28 runs for the 2nd
wicket but could not maintain the required
run rate. When the 2nd wicket that of Isaac
fell in the 10th over the score was only 33
with the required rate climbing to alarming
proportions. And with the AECK bowlers not
willing to relinquish their stranglehold, the
later TKM batsmen lost their wickets cheaply
in an attempt to match the required run rate.
TKM could reach only 69 for the loss of 8
wickets at the end of their allotted overs leav-

ing AECK deserving winners by 16 runs. 
In the second semifinals between last

years finalists, KEA won an important toss and
elected to bat but lost opener Govind in the
1st over caught behind of Sandeep without a
run on board. Only 10 runs came by the end
of the 3rd over. Thereafter KEA took the initia-
tive with TEC unusually being lax in their
bowling and fielding. Nithin (57 - man of the
match) and Ajin (36 - dropped early on) took
control putting away the loose balls and post-
ed the 1st century partnership (108) of the
tournament enabling KEA to reach an impos-
ing 121 for the loss of 4 wickets. TEC conced-
ing 23 extras was an indication of their off
color performance in the field.

In reply, TEC was never in the hunt after
loosing 3 top order batsmen for 8 runs by the
3rd over. Gireesh (30) fought a lone battle but
could not break free. TEC were all out for a
disappointing 59 runs in the 11th over leav-
ing KEA convincing winners by 62 runs. For
KEA, Ajin stood out with 2 magnificent catch-
es in the outfield. And Nasif (3 for 8), Ajin (2
for 8) and Nithin (2 for 1) bowled with pur-
pose spoiling any hopes of TEC making a
fight. In the final on 11th Dec at 8.30 am, it
remains to be seen if KEA can turn the tables
against AECK who had beaten them convinc-
ingly in the league stage. Anyway, a keen con-
test is on the cards with the prize distribution
scheduled for 11 am.

Jacob Philip (ex-president CETAA) presenting the man of the match award to Nithin
(KEA). 

SVK Nair (ex-president CETAA) giving away the man of the match trophy to Mahesh
(AECK).

AECK and KEA to 

meet in final

India’s Dhawan hauled 

up for suspect action
NEW DELHI: India’s Shikhar Dhawan has
been reported for a suspect bowling action
and will need to undergo tests within 14
days, the International Cricket Council (ICC)
said yesterday.  Dhawan, 30, an opening
batsman who rarely bowls, was reported
after the fourth Test against South Africa in
New Delhi on Monday when the defiant
tourists were attempting to salvage a draw.

As the South Africans stonewalled the
Indian bowlers on the final day, frustrated
skipper Virat Kohli brought on Dhawan who
bowled just three overs for nine runs. India
eventually won the match by 337 runs and
sealed the four-Test series 3-0.

“Dhawan’s bowling action will now be
scrutinised further under the ICC process
relat ing to suspec ted i l legal  bowling

ac tions,” the ICC said in  a  statement.
Dhawan,  who bowls  off-spins,  wi l l  be
allowed to play on till the results of the
tests are declared, the sport’s governing
body said.  Dhawan has made 1,308 runs in
19 Tests but has never taken a wicket from
the nine overs he has bowled in those
matches. 

The ICC launched a crackdown against
suspect actions in June last year, leading to
several leading bowlers being reported.
Other bowlers who have been up hauled
up include Pakistan’s Saeed Ajmal and
Mohammad Hafeez, Bangladesh’s Sohag
Gazi, New Zealand’s Kane Williamson, Sri
Lanka’s Sachithra Senanayake and Tharindu
Kaushal, and Zimbabwe’s Prosper Utseya
and Malcolm Waller. —AFP


