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The kings and emirs passed ceremonial guards on hors-
es as they arrived for their summit at one of Riyadh’s main
royal palaces, protected by armored vehicles and
machineguns.

Across town, about 100 representatives from Syria’s
fragmented political and armed opposition groups are
making an unprecedented bid for unity ahead of potential
negotiations with President Bashar Al-Assad’s regime. Both
Saudi Arabia and Qatar support some rebels in Syria. Assad
is backed by Saudi Arabia’s predominantly Shiite regional
rival Iran, and Russia, which has for more than two months
been conducting air strikes in Syria. Saudi Foreign Minister
Adel Al-Jubeir said in late November that if Assad does not
step down peacefully “he could be ousted militarily”.

Pressure for peace is also building in Yemen. According
to the United Nations envoy to Yemen, another attempt at

peace talks will start on Dec 15, after earlier efforts col-
lapsed. Yemeni rivals are to gather in Switzerland to try to
end the costly war that has drawn in Gulf nations. Oman is
the only GCC state not part of the coalition in Yemen but
has mediated and provided a neutral venue for talks. 

Fighting a war in Yemen, the oil and gas-based Gulf
states are also battling falling revenues. Crude prices have
more than halved since early 2014 and the International
Monetary Fund has projected a $275 billion drop in export
revenues this year for the resource-dependent Gulf
economies.

Despite the urgency of the challenges they face, ana-
lysts say the Gulf monarchs struggle to find common
ground. “This summit comes as the Gulf is witnessing one
of its most critical years,” said Farea Al-Muslimi, a visiting
scholar at the Carnegie Middle East Centre. He sees “inter-
nal disagreement” among the Gulf states confronting com-
plicated economic and security challenges.  — AFP 

Gulf leaders seek united front at annual...
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Dahkan is the only Iranian in the 26-member ‘Abdaly’
cell on trial for allegedly plotting attacks against Kuwait
in collaboration with Iran and the Lebanese Hezbollah
militia. He is one of three suspects being tried in absen-
tia.

Turaiji also asked the minister if authorities have a
security report indicating that Dahkan was involved in
intelligence activities in Kuwait, recruited men and
financed their trip to Lebanon to receive military training
on the use of weapons. He demanded a copy of the
security report. The lawmaker also asked the minister if
Dahkan recruited three groups and sent them to
Lebanon in 2014 and 2015 to receive training at
Hezbollah camps in southern Lebanon and if they
received training to use the same weapons seized in
Abdullah Al-Mubarak in August.

He inquired if authorities have a security report stat-
ing that the aim of training some citizens under the
supervision of Dahkan was to make them wait for orders
from Iran and Hezbollah. Turaiji demanded the name of
the Kuwaiti sponsor of Dahkan and asked if he has fami-

ly relations to a former MP. The lawmaker asked if
authorities issued an order to arrest Dahkan after he left
Kuwait for Qatar on Aug 11 this year. 

He asked the minister if Dahkan’s brother Habeeb was
also arrested and a firearm and maps of marine sites
were found with him, and that a former security official
and a former MP intervened to secure his release. Finally,
Turaiji asked about the nationality of the wife of Dahkan
and if she was still living in Kuwait.

Meanwhile, MP Faisal Al-Kandari criticized the gov-
ernment yesterday for not implementing laws that were
passed by the National Assembly in the past two years.
He claimed that the government has not issued the
bylaws of 17 legislations, thus delaying enforcing and
implementing such important laws. The Assembly had
already asked its office to discuss this issue with the gov-
ernment. In the meantime, MP Abdullah Al-Tameemi
proposed an amendment to the election law in which
the government is required to add to register as eligible
voters all Kuwaitis who turn 21. Under the current sys-
tem, people who reach the voting age must register
themselves with the interior minister to be able to exer-
cise their election rights. 

MP questions release of ‘Abdaly’ suspect
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“I am sure that the chancellor will see it as an encour-
agement to press on with her political work for the good
of Germany as well as Europe,” he said. She is only the
fourth woman to be named Time person of the year, fol-
lowing Wallis Simpson, the American divorcee for whom
Britain’s King Edward VIII abdicated, Britain’s Queen
Elizabeth II and Corazon Aquino, the first woman presi-
dent of the Philippines.

Merkel, 61, is today’s most powerful woman and
leader of Europe’s biggest economy. The Lutheran pas-
tor’s daughter, who grew up behind the Iron Curtain, was
first elected chancellor in 2005. She has been praised by
refugees as “Mama Merkel” and derided by others as the
eurozone’s “austerity priestess.” But her stunning ascent
from communist East Germany defies political conven-
tion.  “The prospect of Greek bankruptcy threatened the
very existence of the euro zone. The migrant and refugee
crisis challenged the principle of open borders. 

And finally, the carnage in Paris revived the reflex to
slam doors, build walls and trust no one,” Gibbs wrote
yesterday. “Each time Merkel stepped in. Germany would

bail Greece out, on her strict terms. It would welcome
refugees as casualties of radical Islamist savagery, not car-
riers of it. And it would deploy troops abroad in the fight
against ISIS... You can agree with her or not, but she is not
taking the easy road. Leaders are tested only when peo-
ple don’t want to follow.”

Seemingly indifferent to the trappings of power and
lacking vanity, Merkel lives in a Berlin flat with her rarely
seen scientist husband Joachim Sauer. She shops in a
neighborhood supermarket and spends holidays hiking
in the Alps. Her oratory is often monotonous and she is
awkward in front of the cameras, but it is this air of ordi-
nariness that has made Merkel a hit with German voters,
who value no-nonsense pragmatism and competence.

A star student at school, she excelled in Russian, which
she has put to use in defusing the Ukraine conflict with
President Vladimir Putin, who was a KGB officer in East
Germany when the Wall fell in 1989. Abu Bakr Al-
Baghdadi, leader of the Islamic State extremist group,
Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump,
America’s Black Lives Matter activists campaigning
against inequality and Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
were named by Time as runners up.—AFP 

Time names Merkel  ‘person of the year’
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“As such we would not comment further on Mr
Trump’s personal or political agenda, nor comment on
the internal American political debate scene,” he said.
The Trump golf club in Dubai is scheduled for comple-
tion next year. The 18-hole course is part of a large proj-
ect for luxury villas and mansions being developed by
DAMAC.

But the latest controversial statement by Trump has
fuelled calls in the Gulf to cut business ties with him.
“Muslim consumers in the Middle East have absolutely
no say in next year’s US presidential election - but they
can still vote with their wallets,” wrote Ed Attwood in
Arabian Business magazine. A top Dubai security official,
General Dahi Khalfan, said Trump should not be doing
business in the UAE. “If he doesn’t want Muslims to come
to the US, why does he want to do business with the
Muslims in the UAE?” he said, speaking to the 7DAYS
newspaper.

Dubai’s Al Tayer group, which bills itself as the Middle
East’s biggest luxury retailer, opened two showrooms in
Dubai and Abu Dhabi in June to sell “Trump Home by
Dorya” furniture made by a firm that licenses Trump’s
name. Tayer called Trump’s comments “unfortunate” in a
statement to Arabian Business, but could not be reached
for comment on whether it would continue to sell his
products. The Gulf News daily likened Trump to the
Islamic State group. “His hate sustains the toxic atmos-
phere of Islamophobia and his extremism is not different
from that of Daesh,” it wrote on its front page, using an
Arabic acronym for IS. 

One former Trump business partner in Dubai, con-
struction billionaire Khalaf Al-Habtoor, said Trump had
wrecked his prospects for successful future collabora-
tions in the region. “He is really creating war. He’s creat-
ing hatred between Muslims and Christians,” Habtoor,
who at one time held the contract to build a later-can-
celled Trump International Hotel & Tower in Dubai, told
Reuters. “Muslims have invested hundreds and hundreds
of billions of dollars [in America], creating jobs for
Americans. They can go invest it somewhere else.”

Habtoor only months ago proclaimed his support for
the Republican candidate for president, but that’s all
changed in the wake of Trump’s increasingly incendiary
comments about Islam. “If he comes to my office, I will
not let him in. I reject him,” Habtoor told AP. “Maybe we
can meet somewhere where I can debate with him in a
very civilized way, not in the way he approaches people.”

In the Muslim world, Trump has also leant his name to
an office and retail complex in Istanbul and a luxury
development in Baku, capital of the former Soviet state
of Azerbaijan. Representatives of those developments
could not be immediately reached. At Trump Towers in
central Istanbul, shoppers appeared to largely shrug off
his comments as all-too-familiar Western prejudice
against Muslims, who make up the overwhelming
majority of the population of constitutionally secular
Turkey.  “In his own way, I think he is right, because he is
trying to promote Christianity,” said Arda Ay, a bearded
21-year-old eating a hamburger in the food court with
his girlfriend, who was wearing a headscarf. “The media

shows Muslims as the devil, so they don’t want us.” Nur
Ozdemir, a 21-year-old nurse, said: “Today nobody wants
Muslims.” But Trump’s inflammatory comments would
not make her change her shopping habits. “I’ll stop com-
ing here if they change the prayer room to a chapel,” she
joked. Trump has made other comments at times prais-
ing or ridiculing countries in the Middle East. At a recent
campaign rally, Trump applauded Qatar’s new, at least
$15 billion airport, while calling US airports “third-world”.
He traveled to the Qatari capital, Doha, in April 2008 to
see developments there. Trump also made comments in
2011, as well as this year, falsely saying that Kuwait paid
nothing to the US for driving out occupying Iraqi forces
during the 1991 Gulf War. US congressional records
show Kuwait contributed $16.1 billion for the war.

Those Gulf War comments recently drew boos on a
comedy talk show in Kuwait, which still holds the US in
high regard for coming to its aid in the war. Hamad Al-
Ali, the comedian who poked fun at them, was critical of
Trump’s latest comments on barring Muslims. “He
shouldn’t promote these types of ideas. These kinds of
ideas are from some sort of person who is not educated,”
he told the AP.

Meanwhile, more than 230,000 people had signed
yesterday a petition to ban Trump from Britain following
his call to bar Muslims from entering the US. Having
topped 100,000 signatures, the petition now has to be
considered for debate by parliament and will require a
written government response. “The UK has banned entry
to many individuals for hate speech. The same principles
should apply to everyone who wishes to enter the UK,”
said the petition.

The petition was part of a social media storm after
Trump said that radicalization meant there parts of
London where the police feared for their lives. Tweeting
under the ironic hashtag #trumpfacts, web users mocked
the blustering tycoon. One tweet had a picture of
London’s telecom tower with the comment: “The world’s
tallest minaret calls the whole nation to prayer in the UK”.
Another carried an image of Queen Elizabeth II wearing a
headscarf with the inscription: “Even the British monarch
is now forced to wear a hijab”.

The anti-Trump petition was posted late Tuesday by
Scottish resident Suzanne Kelly, a long-time critic of the
69-year-old. Six MPs have also signed a House of
Commons motion calling on the government “to refuse a
visa allowing Donald Trump to visit the UK until Mr
Trump withdraws his comments”, saying they were
“extremely divisive and will incite discrimination and
hatred”.

Finance minister George Osborne told parliament that
Trump’s comments “fly in the face of the founding princi-
ple of the United States”. He said democratic debate was
“the best way to deal with Donald Trump and his views
rather than trying to ban presidential candidates”.
Another MP, Tulip Siddiq, said Trump’s remarks were “dan-
gerous”. “I would say to him you are not welcome in our
country in the same way that you want to ban people like
me going into your country,” she told BBC radio. “I don’t
think we need someone poisonous like Donald Trump in
our capital city,” the niece of Bangladeshi Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina said. —  Agencies

Gulf retailer dumps Trump products 
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The evacuation comes as a broad range of Syrian
opposition groups, including armed factions, hold
unprecedented talks in the Saudi capital on forming a
united front for talks with Assad. The talks follow a major
diplomatic push to resolve Syria’s nearly five-year civil
war, and intensified foreign military action including
Russia’s first strikes from a submarine Tuesday.

An AFP journalist in Homs saw women and children
boarding white buses as the evacuation began early
on Wednesday. Many appeared haggard but some
smiled, waved and gave the thumbs-up from inside
the buses. More than 100 opposition fighters, some
carrying light weapons, boarded five green buses fur-
ther away. Provincial  Governor Talal  Barazi told
reporters that some 700 people - including 400
women and children and 300 fighters - would be evac-
uated from the district yesterday. 

Rami Abdel Rahman, head of the Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights, said the buses headed to the north-
western province of Idlib.  Under the deal, Waer’s rebel
forces, who range from secular fighters to jihadists
including fighters with Al-Qaeda affiliate Al-Nusra Front,
are to completely leave the district by the end of
January. Once the evacuation is complete, police, but
not troops, will reenter the district, where some 75,000
people currently live, down from 300,000 before the
conflict began.

Homs saw some of the largest protests of the early
uprising against Assad in 2011, and later some of the
fiercest fighting after opposition forces took up weapons
in response to a government crackdown. Regaining total
control of the city is an important symbolic victory for
the regime, which has lost large swathes of the sur-
rounding province to rebels and the Islamic State
jihadist group. The United Nations has been pushing for
such localized ceasefires as broader efforts have failed to
end Syria’s war, despite the deaths of more than 250,000
people and millions being forced from their homes.

The biggest diplomatic push yet was launched last
month in Vienna with top diplomats from 17 countries -
including key international backers and opponents of
Assad - agreeing on a roadmap to set up a transition
government in six months and hold elections within 18
months. The plan calls for negotiations between opposi-
tion representatives and the regime by Jan 1.
Washington is hoping to host another round of interna-
tional talks in New York on Dec 18. 

The two-day meeting that began yesterday in Riyadh
marks the first time a broad range of Syrian political and
armed opposition factions have come together. Some
100 delegates aim to form a unified bloc for talks with
Assad, though analysts say deep divisions will be diffi-
cult to overcome. The fate of Assad is a key question,
with some Western- and Arab-backed rebel groups
insisting he must step down immediately. Internal oppo-
sition groups disagree, as do Assad’s key international
backers Iran and Russia.

Saudi Foreign Minister Adel Al-Jubeir, who has
repeatedly warned that unless Assad steps down peace-
fully he could be ousted militarily, attended briefly to
welcome the delegates and express hope for a success-
ful conclusion. The talks held at a heavily secured luxury
hotel in Riyadh are chaired by Abdulaziz Sager, a Saudi
who heads the independent Gulf Research Centre in
Geneva. “The meeting saw a broad participation of
Syrian opposition groups inside and outside Syria,” the
Saudi Press Agency reported.

The first day will focus on political questions, includ-
ing the general contours of a potential settlement, while
Thursday would be dedicated to discussing “terrorism, a
ceasefire and reconstruction,” said a delegate involved in
organizing the meeting. The head of the Istanbul-based
National Coalition, Khaled Khoja, said in a statement that
he was “optimistic” that the attendees would reach an
agreement over “forming a negotiating team and on the
principles of negotiations” with Assad’s regime. Khoja’s
coalition is the main opposition group, which is repre-
sented by about 20 members at the talks. — Agencies 

Rebels leaving Homs area under truce deal


