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HONG KONG: Pro-democracy legislators succeeded
yesterday in delaying a highly anticipated parlia-
mentary debate over a new copyright bill in Hong
Kong, which has been criticized as curbing freedom
of speech. Objections to the bill come as fears grow
over the erosion of freedoms in the semi-
autonomous city, with concerns that Beijing’s influ-
ence is increasing.

The city remains deeply divided after mass pro-
democracy rallies last year failed to force Beijing to
back down on political reform, with the copyright
bill the latest flashpoint. The government says the
bill-already shelved in 2012 after opposition-is nec-
essary to help fight online piracy. But critics slam it
as “Internet Article 23” referring to an anti-subver-

sion bill dramatically dropped in 2003 after half a
million protesters took to the streets.

Political satire using a pastiche of song lyrics and
movie scenes has long been common on the city’s
Internet forums and social networking websites.
Opponents fear the bill would set the stage for
harsher government censorship online.

“We are happy to see it happening (the adjourn-
ment),” pro-democracy lawmaker Raymond Chan
told reporters. “The copyright amendment bill would
affect every single Hong Konger. We are not ready,”
he said.  Another pro-democracy lawmaker Albert
Chan, said: “The government should withdraw it to
allow more time for the public to be consulted.”
Leading groups from last year’s pro-democracy ral-

lies had pledged to gather at the government com-
plex for the debate, with at least 1,000 expected.

Caught off guard 
After the adjournment they called off the rally and

are expected to gather next Wednesday when the
debate is due to take place. The legislature was
adjourned before the debate even began after a pro-
democracy lawmaker requested a “quorum” call.
Legislators were discussing unrelated matters at the
time. With just seven democrats present and the pro-
Beijing camp seemingly caught off guard, the day’s
business was successfully pushed back. Thirty-five are
needed for quorum in the 70-member chamber-only
29 were there yesterday. Pro-Beijing lawmaker Tam Yiu-

chung said he was disappointed that lawmakers from
his camp “carelessly” showed up late. Exemptions for
parody, satire and commentary have been introduced
since the original bill was shelved, but opponents are
still skeptical. Online commentators welcomed the
delay yesterday. “It’s awesome. Knowing this is an evil
bill and will harm Hong Kong, it would make no sense
to pass it,” said one post on Yahoo News portal. Once a
British colony, Hong Kong was handed back to China in
1997 under a “one country, two systems” deal that guar-
anteed the retention of its civil liberties and capitalist
lifestyle for 50 years. But attacks on journalists, court
cases against democracy activists and government
interference in education have heightened concerns
that the cherished freedoms are being lost. — AFP 

Controversial Hong Kong debate delayed as protests threatened

SYDNEY: Deposed Australian Prime Minister
Tony Abbott declared yesterday “cultures are not
all equal” and the West should proclaim its supe-
riority over Islam which he said has a “massive
problem”, in comments slammed as divisive.

Abbott, who was ousted by Malcolm Turnbull
in a Liberal Party coup in September but remains
in politics, urged the West to “be ready to pro-
claim the clear superiority of our culture to one
that justifies killing people in the name of God”.
The staunch Catholic also urged Australians to
stop apologizing for their values.

“We can’t remain in denial about the massive
problem within Islam,” he wrote in an opinion
piece for the mass-market Sydney Daily
Telegraph.  “Islam never had its own version of
the Reformation and the Enlightenment or a
consequent acceptance of pluralism and the
separation of church and state.  “Fortunately
there are numerous Muslim leaders who think
their faith needs to modernize from the kill-or-
be-killed milieu of the Prophet Mohammed
(PBUH).” Abbott, who briefly trained as a priest
before entering politics and was once dubbed
the “Mad Monk”, added that Australians should
stop being “apologetic about the values that
have made our country as free, fair and prosper-
ous as any on Earth”. His rhetoric coincided with
US Republican presidential frontrunner Donald
Trump sparking global outrage after a call for
Muslims to be barred from entering America.

Mutual respect    
Labor opposition Leader Bill  Shorten

slammed the remarks as “entirely counterpro-
ductive”. “Inflammatory language undermines
efforts to build social cohesion, mutual respect
and has the potential to harm the efforts of
national security agencies to keep Australians
safe,” he said in a statement.  Australian Human
Rights Commission chief Gillian Triggs also criti-
cised Abbott’s tone.

“We have to be extremely careful before we
make blanket assertions about Islam as a reli-
gion, or the Muslim people in Australia,” she said.

“Many of those (Muslims) I meet in my job, I
know them to be really remarkably peaceable
and good family people. So I think we need to
work on understanding why that tiny number...
has become so radicalized.” Prime Minister
Turnbull told national radio Abbott was entitled
to his opinion but made clear the vast majority
of Muslims were appalled by violent extremism.

“The extremism of ISIL or Daesh, these terror-
ists, is utterly rejected by the leaders of the great
majority of Muslim nations,” he said, referring to
the Islamic State group. “The one thing we need
to be very careful not to do, and I’m sure Tony
agrees with this, what we must not do is play

into the hands of our enemies and seek to tag all
Muslims with responsibility for the crimes of a
few.” Australia, a key US ally in the fight against
Islamic State jihadists, has foiled six attacks on
home soil by radicalized Muslims over the past
year, according to authorities.

But several have been carried out, including a
17-hour siege at a central Sydney cafe in which
Iranian-born self-styled cleric Man Haron Monis
and two hostages were killed. Australian Greens
leader Richard Di Natale called Abbott “an
incredibly divisive, destructive force within the
Australian political landscape” who did not
speak for most people. — AFP
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Remarks slammed as ‘entirely counterproductive’

JAKARTA: In this file picture taken on March 10, 2015, Indonesian demonstrators rally in front
of a vandalized portrait of Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott during a protest outside the
Australian Embassy. — AFP 

SEOUL: A Buddhist prays at the Jogye temple as a police standoff de-escalated at a
building in the temple compound where a fugitive labor activist has been holed up
inside. — AFP 

SEOUL: Hundreds of South Korean police
stood set to storm Seoul’s top Buddhist tem-
ple yesterday, after a senior monk appealed
for more time to resolve a standoff over a
wanted labor activist holed up inside.

Han Sang-Gyun, the head of the Korean
Confederation of Trade Unions, sought sanc-
tuary in the Jogye Temple in downtown Seoul
following a massive anti-government demon-
stration on November 14. Police issued an
arrest warrant for Han, accusing him of incit-
ing violence during the protest, and had giv-
en him an ultimatum to surrender.

If Han failed to comply, the country’s top
police officer, Kang Sin-Myeong, had said his
men would raid the temple and remove him
by force. At Han’s request, the Jogye Order-
South Korea’s leading Buddhist organization-
has been mediating with the government
ever since he took refuge. One monk told AFP
that the activist had been on hunger strike for
the past 11 days, taking only a little water and
some salt. As yesterday’s deadline passed and
with monks and scores of young Buddhist fol-
lowers forming a human barricade at the
entrance to the temple, the head of the order,
the Venerable Jaesung, appealed for calm
and an extension to resolve the situation.

‘Stop all actions’ 
“The implementation of the arrest warrant

on Han is creating another conflict instead of

solving one,” he told reporters inside the tem-
ple. “We will resolve the issue of Han’s fate by
midday tomorrow. So I call on the police and
the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions to
stop all actions and watch our efforts,” he said.

The hundreds of uniformed officers ringing
the temple complex made no move to leave,
but a spokesman for the national police agency
said any action had “been postponed”. He did
not clarify the duration of the postponement.
The Jogye Order, which is the largest Buddhist
sect in South Korea and has  millions of follow-
ers, had earlier released a statement warning
that any police action would be seen as an act
of religious persecution.

“If the police raid the temple, it... will be
tantamount to a state clampdown on the
Jogye Order and on the whole Buddhist
movement in South Korea,” the statement
said. South Korean religious venues have a
long history of providing refuge for political
activists, most notably in the 1980s when
many young pro-democracy activists who
were on the run from police sought sanctuary
in Catholic churches. 

Although there is no legal reason prevent-
ing police entering such venues, they have
traditionally opted not to do so for fear of
triggering a public backlash. The last time
police raided the Jogye Temple-to bring out
seven labor activists in 2002 — the move
sparked widespread criticism. — AFP 
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TOKYO: Five American veterans who took part in
the firebombing of Japan during World War II saw
photos of charred bodies and leveled homes yes-
terday at a museum dedicated to the victims, and
said the outcome on the ground of their missions
was awful.

Fiske Hanley of Fort Worth, Texas, was an
engineer on a B-29 bomber in the March 10,
1945, firebombing of Tokyo that killed about
100,000 people - more than the Aug. 9 atomic
bombing of Nagasaki - and destroyed much of
the eastern part of the city. On the ground,
Haruyo Nihei was a schoolgirl running for her life.

Hanley and Nihei, now 95 and 79, met at the
museum yesterday and celebrated their survival.
“I was up there,” Hanley said, pointing his finger
upward as he explained to Nihei that he was fly-
ing that night. “Awful.” Hanley stopped in front of
each photo on exhibit, studying the damage
and shaking his head. “Terrible,” he repeated.

All five veterans crashed during the final
months of the war and were taken prisoner by
the Japanese. “You’re a survivor, I’m a survivor
too,” Hanley told Nihei. Nihei, who survived
under layers of people who fell on top of her,
said she was happy the men had taken the time
to see the damage of the firebombing despite
their suffering during their captivity.

70 years later 
“I wonder if they had thought of the people

on the ground when they dropped the bombs,”
she said. “But I’m more thrilled by the fact that

we, who were witnesses of that moment in his-
tory, are reunited at this place 70 years later.
They must have had mixed feelings about com-
ing here, so I’m so glad they came.”

From January 1944 to August 1945, the US
dropped 157,000 tons of bombs on Japanese
cities, according to the US Strategic Bombing
Survey. The death toll from the bombings is esti-
mated at more than 300,000, while another 15
million were left homeless. The five veterans,
who were on separate planes that firebombed
different areas of Japan, are visiting Tokyo on a
Japanese government reconciliation program
for former prisoners of war. 

During their weeklong trip, they will visit the
sites where they crashed and the prisons where
they were held captive. Hanley, who was a sec-
ond lieutenant at 25 years old, carried out 16 fire-
bombing and combat missions over other major
cities too, including Nagoya, Kobe and Fukuoka.
His B-29 was shot down over southwestern Japan
17 days after firebombing Tokyo.

Hanley and a dozen other B-29 crew members
who had crashed earlier were sent to the regional
headquarters of Japan’s notorious Kempeitai mili-
tary police, where he suffered from repeated
beatings, harsh interrogations and malnutrition.
The trauma, which he wrote about in a book,
“Accused War Criminal,” gave him nightmares for
years. Only 160 of about 250 American fliers cap-
tured by the Tokyo military police survived.
Hanley was among the first to be liberated two
weeks after Japan’s surrender. — AP 

MANILA: The European Union announced yes-
terday that it was sharply boosting aid to the
Philippines, largely to help sustain a peace
process with Muslim rebels in the south. EU
ambassador Franz Jessen said the bloc was pro-
viding 5.5 million Euros ($6 million) to five proj-
ects for the Muslim-dominated areas covered by
the peace process even as the grouping more
than doubled aid in general to the Philippines.

His announcement comes as a draft law to
create the Muslim self-rule area appeared stalled
in the legislature despite lobbying by President
Benigno Aquino. Aquino had hoped to have the
draft law passed this year as a crucial step in end-
ing decades of Muslim separatist violence that
has claimed more than 100,000 lives since the
1970s. “I want to reaffirm the importance the EU
attaches to giving life to the (peace process) and
to the development of the long-term political,
economic and social pillars that will bring the
peace dividend to the country as a whole,” Jessen
told reporters.

The EU ambassador said he would be visiting
the southern Philippines to meet with key parties
in the peace process including Muslim separatist
guerrilla leaders. He also said EU aid to the
Philippines had been increased to 325 million
Euros in 2014 to 2020, more than double the
amount released from 2007 to 2013, largely to
help people in the impoverished south.

Although the Philippines is largely Christian, it
has a significant Muslim minority who claim the
southern region of Mindanao as their ancestral
home. The Muslim minority are among the poor-
est people in the strife-torn south, where eco-
nomic development has been hampered by vio-
lence and criminality, often coming from Muslim
armed groups. Jessen said achieving peace
would attract European investment and improve
living conditions in the south. A Norwegian and
an Italian are believed to be among the people
being held hostage by Muslim outlaw groups in
the south but Jessen said prospective investors
were aware of the risk. It is feared that if the law
to create a Muslim self-rule area is not in place
before Aquino steps down next year, it may
founder under his successor. 

Policemen sacked over massacre
In other news, the Philippines’ police force has

sacked 21 officers for being “co-conspirators” in
the country’s worst massacre six years ago,
according to an official statement released yes-
terday.  The officers were dismissed for failing to
stop the son of a political warlord and his body-
guards shooting 58 people, including 32 journal-
ists, in the conflict-wracked southern province of
Maguindanao in November 2009, according to a
police statement. All but one of the officers were
found guilty of grave misconduct. “ The 20

respondents were held liable for opting to
become silent spectators to a crime unfolding
before their very eyes,” said the statement. “Their
inaction manifests complicity and unity of action
to those who committed the abduction, and lat-
er the murders, themselves.”

The remaining officer, Inspector Saudi
Matabalao Mokamad, was found to have ignored
gunshots he heard from the crime scene and not

reporting them to his superiors. He was sacked
on lesser charges. A lawyer for the victims’ fami-
lies, Harry Roque, told AFP he was “very disap-
pointed” with the pace of the dismissal proceed-
ings. The officers are among more than 100 sus-
pects on trial for murder before a criminal court,
a separate proceeding from the dismissal hear-
ing, and involves members of the influential
Ampatuan clan, which allegedly ordered the
slaughter in an attempt to crush a rival clan’s
election challenge.

The brutal massacre, one of the world’s dead-
liest attacks against media workers, saw some
shot in their genitals before they were buried in a
hilltop grave using an excavator. The clan’s patri-
arch, Andal Ampatuan Snr, died in hospital last
July. The slow pace of the legal proceedings has
angered the families of the victims and frustrated
President Benigno Aquino, who took office in
2010 and has promised a verdict before he steps
down from office in mid-2016. Supreme Court
Chief Justice Maria Lourdes Sereno said in
August the murder trial would finish before the
year ends. Roque said prosecutors would push
for a verdict on one of the main defendants, for-
mer autonomous Muslim region Governor Zaldy
Ampatuan, one of the patriarch’s other sons, in
the first quarter of next year. — AFP 
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MANILA: European Union (EU) ambassador Franz
Jessen speaks during a press briefing. — AFP  
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Fiske Hanley (right) of Fort Worth, TX, an American World War II veteran who took
part in firebombing of Tokyo and was later held captive by the Japanese 70 years
ago, and survivor Haruyo Nihei, a museum storytelling volunteer, talk at the Center
of the Tokyo Raids and War Damage. — AP 

BEIJING: China’s Internet chief fiercely
defended his country’s strict management of
the web yesterday, saying that censorship of
content Beijing deems illegal is necessary to
protect online freedoms. 

The comments come a week before the
country convenes its second “World Internet
Conference”, an event whose version 1.0 last
year was greeted with derision by many who
questioned China’s motives. The conference is
part of China’s push to sell the idea of “internet
sovereignty”, a concept that stands at odds
with a vision of the Internet as a free and open
global commons.

China censors online content it deems to
be politically sensitive, while blocking some
Western media websites and the services of
Internet giants including Facebook, Twitter
and Google. The policy is one facet of Beijing’s
strict limits on freedom of expression, and
rights groups say it uses state security as a
pretence to crack down on political dissent.

Through its Internet controls, China strives
to “manage well the relationship between
freedom and order”, Lu Wei said during a press
briefing in Beijing ahead of the conference.

“Freedom is our goal and order is our means,”
he said. “Freedom without order doesn’t exist.”
The idea is one China has studied from “devel-
oped countries in the West” Lu said, adding
that “there isn’t a country in the whole world
where Internet content isn’t managed”.

Lu is a powerful figure both at home and
abroad, where he has commanded the atten-
tion of global technology firms eager for a
piece of the Chinese market. An October
report by the American pro-democracy think
tank Freedom House found that China has the
most restrictive Internet policies of 65 coun-
tries studied, ranking below Iran and Syria.

Nonetheless companies such as LinkedIn
have agreed to censor their content in
exchange for access to the country, while
Facebook and other banned companies have
lined up to offer the hand of friendship to
China’s top leaders. 

When President Xi Jinping visited the US
in September Lu appeared along with the
head of state in the front row of a “family
photo” of America’s tech giants, including
Amazon’s Jeff Bezos and Facebook’s Mark
Zuckerberg. — AFP 
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